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THURSDAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Sept.  7,  1899. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  convened  in  Masonic  Hall,  at  2  o'clock  p.m. 
Commander-in-Chief  Frank  L.  Shepard  in  command. 

The  members  having  assembled,  Commander-in-Chief  Frank  L. 
Shepard  called  the  brothers  to  order  and  introduced  Mayor  Maybury, 
who,  in  flowery  and  cordial  words,  welcomed  the  Sons  of  Veterans  to 
the  city  of  Detroit. 

Appropriate  responses  were  made  by  Commauder-in-Chief  Shepard 
and  Past  Commander-in-Chief  William  E.  Bundy,  after  which  Mayor 
Maybury  retired. 

ENCAMPMENT  CALLED  TO  ORDER. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  officers  and  members  of  the  Eight- 
eenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Cominandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  will  now  come  to  order. 

The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  the  officers  of  this 
Encampment. 

ROLL  CALL   OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  officers  and  the  following 
officers  of  the  Commaudery-iu-Chief  answered  to  their  names: 

Commander-in-Chief  Frank  L.  Shepard,  Chicago,  111. 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  George  E.  Cox,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  Z.  C.  Green,  White,  S.D. 
Council-io-Chief :  H.  H.  Hammer,  J.  E.  Haycraft,  J.  D.  Roweii. 
Adjutant-General  G.  B.  Abbott,  Chicago,  111. 
Quartermaster-General  Fred  E.  Bolton,  Boston,  Mass. 
Judge  Advocate-General  James  W  Noel,  Indianapolis,  End. 
Surgeon-General  F.  H.  B.  McDowell,  M  D.,  Racine,  Wis. 
Chaplain-in-Chief  Rev.  A.  J.  Morris,  South  Frankfort,  Mich. 

Commander-in-Chief  :  I  will  make  the  following  appointments  for 
this  session  of  our  Encampment:  Officer  of  the  Day,  Adjutant  F.  E. 
Munger,  and  Officer  of  the  Guard,  Captain  Walter  L.  Rayues.  The 
brothers  will  assume  their  duties  at  once. 

The  Inspector-General  is  in  the  city  but  has  not  yet  presented  him- 
self at  the  Encampment.  I  will  ask  Past  Inspector-General  J.  Frank 
Durstou  to  act  as  Inspector-General,  jvo  tern. 

Inspector-General,  you  will  take  up  the  password  and  countersign  ; 
ascertain  if  all  present  are  in  possession  of  the  same,  and  are  entitled 
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to  remain,  and  that  the  Camp  and  Picket  Guards  are  at  their  respective 
stations.    The  Surgeon-General  will  assist  you  upon  my  left. 

The  Inspector-General :  Commander,  upon  cine  inspection  we  find 
the  Camp  and  Picket  Guards  at  their  stations,  and  all  present  in  posses- 
sion of  the  password  and  countersign  and  entitled  to  remain. 

Whereupon,  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  was  opened  in  due  form. 

APPOINTMENT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  first  order  of  business  is  the 
announcement  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials.  The  Chair  will  announce 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  as  follows  : 

Adjutant-General  G.  B.  Abbott,  ex  officio,  chairman  of  the  committee. 
Division  Commaucler  J.  Howard  Fleiiie  of  Nebraska. 
Division  Commander  George  H.  Bailey  of  New  Jersey. 
Division  Commander  Kalph  Sheldon  of  New  York. 
Division  Commander  A.  E.  B.  Stephens  of  Ohio. 

The  members  of  the  committee  will  report  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  at  once  and  proceed  with  their  work.  What  is  the  pleasure 
of  the  Encampment  while  the  Committee  on  Credentials  is  preparing  its 
report  ? 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  you  that  the  Encamp- 
ment take  recess  for  twenty  minutes,  in  order  to  give  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  an  opportunity  to  prepare  a  partial  report. 

Schulyer  Tipton  of  Indiana :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

Commander-in-Chief :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Coin- 
maudery-in-Chief  take  recess  for  twenty  minutes  in  order  to  give  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  an  opportunity  to  prepare  a  report  on  the 
credentials  that  have  been  submitted.  If  there  is  no  objection  that 
motion  will  be  taken  by  consent.  Is  there  objection  ?  The  Chair  hears 
none,  and  the  Encampment  will  be  at  ease  until  called  to  order  by  the 
Chair. 

4.15  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Commandery-in- Chief  will  come  to 
order.  Inspector-General,  are  all  present  entitled  to  remain? 

The  Inspector-General :  Commander,  I  find  all  present  entitled  to 
remain. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  We  will  now  hear  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  Adjutant-General,  Chairman,  ex  officio,  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  submitted  and  read  the  following  report : 

REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Eighteenth  Encampment,  /Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.  : 

Commander:  Your  Committee  on  Credentials  would  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows  : 

We  fiud  the  officers  of  the  Commaudery-in-Cbief  all  present  and; 
entitled  to  vote  and  membership  in  the  Encampment. 
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We  find  the  following  past  officers  and  constitutional  life  members 
•entitled  to  seats  and  votes  in  the  Encampment.  (See  Roll  of 
Encampment. ) 

The  committee  also  examined  the  credentials  of  the  following 
uamed  members  as  delegates  and  alternates,  and  reports  that  they  are 
entitled  to  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  as  representatives  of  their  respective 
Divisions.    (Roll  Call  No.  1 . ) 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York:  Commander,  I  move  that  as  the 
Adjutant-General  reads  the  names  of  those  the  committee  report  ac- 
credited as  delegates  to  the  Encampment,  those  present  answer  to  their 
names,  that  in  this  way  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  committee  will 
serve  as  the  first  roll  call  of  this  Encampment. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Chair  thinks  that  is  proper,  and  if 
there  is  no  objection  it  will  be  taken  as  the  sense  of  this  Encampment. 
Is  there  objection?  The  Chair  hears  none  and  the  Adjutant-General 
will  proceed  and  record  those  answering  to  their  names  as  present,  and 
the  reading  of  this  part  of  the  report  will  stand  as  the  first  roll  call  of 
this  Encampment. 

The  Adjutant-General  concluded  the  reading  of  the  report. 

(Roll  Call  No.  1.) 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  That  concludes  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  and  also  the  first  roll  call  of  the  Encampment. 
The  chair  will  now  entertain  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee and  accord  seats  in  this  Encampment  to  those  members  whose 
credentials  have  been  favorably  reported  upon  by  the  committee. 

James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  move  you 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  just  read  be  received  as  a  partial 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and  the  delegates  accorded 
seats  in  the  Encampment,  and  the  committee  continued. 

A.  S.  Moulthorp  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander  I  second  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  imauimously. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  brothers  whose  credentials  have 
been  reported  upon  favorabl}7  by  the  committee  will  be  accredited  and 
seated  as  members  of  this  Encampment,  and  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials continued. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  I 
will  announce  the  general  committees  as  follows  : 

On  Constitution,  Rules  anil  Regulations. 

Judge  Advocate-General  James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana. 
Division  Commander  Frederic  E.  Carpenter  of  Rhode  Island. 
Past  Division  Commander  W.  Scott  Oberdorf  of  New  York. 
Past  Division  Commander  William  T.  Church  of  Illinois. 
Delegate-at-Large  Henry  G.  Thomas  of  Maine. 
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On  Rituals  and  Ceremonies. 

Past  Division  Commander  Newtou  J.  McGuire  of  Indiana. 
Inspector-General  Forrest  W.  Briggs  of  Pennsylvania. 
Division  Commander  Bernard  Prack  of  Missouri. 
Division  Commander  George  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland. 
Past  Division  Commander  E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio. 

On  Resolutions. 

Past  Division  Commander  William  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas. 
Major  R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania. 
Division  Commander  W  A.  Morris  of  South  Dakota. 
Division  Commander  Edson  S.  Bishop  of  Connecticut. 
Division  Commander  A.  G.  Braband  of  Wisconsin. 

On  Officers'  Reports,  Etc. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Joseph  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling  of  Massachusetts. 
Past  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  George  E.  Cogshall  of  Michigan. 
"  Past  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  Charles  T.  Orner  of  Illinois. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  And  I  announce  the  following  Special 
Committees :  — 

Committee  on  Fraternal  Greetings  to  L.A.S. 

Division  Commander  George  N.  Howard  of  Massachusetts. 

Rev.  Otho  Brandt  of  Pennsylvania. 

Past  Division  Commander  C.  G.  Marsh  of  Illinois. 

Rev  S.  W.  Macurdy  of  Pennsylvania. 

Division  Commander  H.  O.  P.  Cline  of  Indiana. 

Press  Committee. 

Past  Division  Commander  William  G.  Dustin  of  Illinois. 
Delegate-at-Large  H.  V.  Speelmau  of  Ohio.  . 

Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  ivith  the  G.A.R. 
as  Annoimced  in  General  Order  No.  4. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania,  Chairman. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darliug  of  Massachusetts. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Louis  M.  Wagner  of  Pennsylvania. 
Past  Division  Commander  Theodore  A.  Barton  of  Rhode  Island. 
Hon.  Webster  Davis  of  Washington,  D.C. 

On  Military  College. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  in  accordance  with  the 
Resolution  adopted  by  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  at  Indian- 
apolis, but  failed  to  report  at  the  succeeding  Encampment;  it  is  a 
committee  appointed  to  report  upon  the  advisability  of  establishing  a 
military  college.  The  committee  appointed  by  Commander-in-Chief 
Darling,  was  as  follows  :  — 

Past  Division  Commander  A.  L.  Sortor  of  Iowa. 
Past  Division  Commander  Manly  Wren  of  Missouri. 
Past  Division  Commander  Herbert  O.  Bixby  of  Vermout. 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  George  E.  Cox  of  Connecticut. 


RECEPTION  AND  REFERENCE  OF  COMMUNICATIONS.  7 
COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  DIVISIONS. 

W.  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  roll  of 
Divisions  be  called  for  communications,  and  that  all  communications 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of 
Work. 

Commander-in-Chief :  A  motion  is  not  necessary  to  do  that.  The 
next  order  of  business  is  the  reception  and  reference  of  communications 
from  Divisions. 

The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

When  the  Division  of  Maryland  was  called :  — 

F.  T.  F.  Johnson  of  Maryland:  Commander,  I  have  two  commu- 
nications to  present  from  the  Division  of  Maryland. 

Commander-in-Chief :  The  communications  from  the  Division  of 
Maryland  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and 
Distribution  of  Work. 

When  the  Division  of  Massachusetts  was  called  :  — 

J.  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  the  Division  of 

Massachusetts  desires  to  present  two  communications  that  are  not  in 

writing  :  — 

First,  the  Division  of  Massachusetts  respectfully  petitions  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  for  a  uniform  uniform  to  be  worn  by  each  and 
every  member  throughout  the  Order. 

Second,  the  Division  of  Massachusetts  respectfully  petitions  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  that  power  be  delegated  to  Division  Commanders 
to  proceed  against  a  Camp,  if  need  be;  and  that  the  Commander  of 
said  Division  may,  if  he  consider  it  proper,  transfer  a  member  of  the 
Camp  proceeded  against  to  another  Camp  so  that  the  member  trans- 
ferred may  retain  his  standing  in  the  Order,  and  the  incorrigibles  in 
the  Camp  be  suspended  with  the  Camp  itself. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  communications  from  the  Division 
of  Massachusetts  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports 
and  Distribution  of  Work. 

When  the  Division  of  New  York  was  called  :  — - 

Ralph  Sheldon  of  New  York :  Commander,  the  Division  of  New 
York  will  present  a  communication  later  on. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  communication  from  the  Division 
of  New  York  will  be  presented  direct  to  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  the  Division  of  Ohio  has 
a  resolution  which  it  desires  to  present  but  unfortunately  we  have  not 
it  with  us. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  You  may  hand  it  in  to  the  committee 
later. 

When  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania  was  called  :  — 
The  Adjutant-General:   Commander,  I  will   state  that  I  have 
received  a  number  of  communications  from  the  Division  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  will  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 
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COMMUNICATIONS   FROM   CAMPS   AND  INDIVIDUALS. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the 
reception  and  reference  of  communications  from  Camps  and  individuals. 
Without  calling  the  roll,  are  there  any  members  who  desire  to  offer 
resolutions  or  communications  either  on  their  own  behalf,  or  on  behalf 
of  their  Camps? 

C  G.  Marsh  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  would  like  to  have  that 
order  of  business  passed  over  for  the  present.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
want  to  present  anything  myself,  but  I  would  like  to  have  the  privilege 
of  doing  it  later  on. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  presume  the  Encampment  will  accord 
you  that  privilege. 

C.  J.  Post  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  I  have  a  communication 
from  Battle  Creek  Camp.  They  petition  that  they  be  allowed  to  use 
the  Three  Degree  Ritual.  They  have  all  the  paraphernalia  to  use  it, 
are  very  much  charmed  with  it,  and  think  it  a  great  hardship  that  they 
are  not  permitted  to  clo  so. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  communication  will  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

RECESS    UNTIE   9    O'CLOCK  A.M. 

William  E.  Buudy  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  En- 
campment now  take  recess  until  tomorrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  motiou  was  agreed  to  and  the  Encampment  took  recess  until 
tomorrow,  Friday,  Sept.  8,  1899,  at  9  o'clock  a.m. 


FRIDAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

Friday,  Sept.  8,  1899,  9  o'clock  a.m. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Hie  Commander-in-Chief :  The  first  order  of  business  this  morn- 
ing is  the  call  of  the  roll.    The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll. 
The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  Encampment. 

(Roll  Call  No.  2.) 

Commander-in-Chief:  Has  the  Committee  on  Credentials  any 
further  report  to  make? 

The  Adjutant-General:  Commander,  they  have  not  just  now. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the  read- 
ing of  the  reports  of  the  officers  of  this  Encampment.  Senior  Vice 
Commander-in-Chief  Cox  will  assume  command  of  the  Encampment. 

Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief :  Brothers,  we  will  now  hear  the 
report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  , 


REPORT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  rj 

Command er-in-Chief  Shepard  submitted  and  read  the  following 
report :  — 

REPORT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 
Brothers:  In  rendering  to  you  an  account  of  the  interests 
•entrusted  to  my  care  one  year  ago,  in  this  final  report,  I  can  but  touch 
upon  a  few  of  the  matters  of  moment  to  our  Order,  looking  to  the 
other  officers  of  the  Commaudery-in-C'hief  for  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  work  of  the  year.  It  was  with  a  love  for  the  Order  and  the  closest 
friendship  for  its  officers  and  members  that  1  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  obligation  I  assumed  at  our  altar, 
and  if  I  have  fallen  far  short  of  desired  results,  I  shall  hope  to  be 
credited  with  a  continuation  of  that  love  and  an  earnest  effort  in  behalf 
of  this  splendid  fraternal  organization  of  patriotic  manhood  —  an  Order 
born  of  precious  memories  and  charged  with  solemn  duties. 

EIGHTEENTH   ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  brothers  of  this  Encampment  will  not  be  over 
critical  in  passing  upon  the  hospitality  which  is  placed  at  our  disposal. 
It  is  a  fact  that  our  coming  here  was  more  the  result  of  our  own  desire 
than  by  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the  citizens  and  Sons  of  Veterans  of 
Detroit.  Our  organization  being  not  particularly  strong  in  Detroit,  it 
seemed  advisable  that  some  assistance  and  advice  should  be  given  by 
the  Commandery-in-Chief .  The  Adjutant-General,  therefore,  at  my 
request,  made  two  visits  to  the  city  of  Detroit ;  one,  the  latter  part  of 
December  and  the  other  in  July.  He  found  the  brothers  here  few- in 
number,  yet  anxious  to  do  all  they  could  for  our  entertainment. 
Heretofore  it  has  been  the  experience  at  National  Encampments  that 
too  much  entertainment  interfered  with  the  business  of  our  sessions 
and  I  therefore  recommended  to  the  brothers  that  no  effort  be  made 
for  a  parade,  a  camp-fire  or  a  banquet.  I  suggested  that  the  members 
of  the  Encampment  would  undoubtedly  enjoy  a  boat-ride  upon  tin- 
river  and  that  probabW  would  occupy  as  much  time  from  our  regular 
work  as  the  Encampment  would  be  disposed  to  give.  So,  any  seeming 
lack  of  entertainment  should  not  be  charged  to  the  citizens  and  brothers 
of  Detroit,  but  rather  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Adjutant-General  and 
myself.  I  feel  that  I  cannot  in  justice  leave  this  subject  without 
commending  most  highly  the  efforts  of  Adjutant-General  Abbott  and 
Brother  Chas.  H.  Fisk,  upon  whose  shoulders  has  rested  practically 
the  entire  labor  of  preparing  for  our  Encampment.  Nor  should  I  omit 
to  add  that  the  brothers  of  the  Division  of  Michigau  have  universally 
tendered  their  services  for  an}7  purpose  to  which  I  might  assign  them. 

DEATH    OF  MAJOli  DAVIS. 

On  the  21st  day  of  May  this  year,  Maj.  A.  P.  Davis,  whose  pres- 
ence has  been  familiar  at  the  national  meetings  of  our  Order  since  its 
organization,  died  at  his  home  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  For  the  first  time  we 
miss  his  kindly  presence  among  us  and  at  the  roll  call  he  answers 
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"present"  to  the  Supreme  Commander  of  us  all.  Mention  of  his 
death  was  made  in  General  Order  No*  3  and  Camps  were  directed  to 
drape  their  charters  and  altars  in  mourning  for  thirty  days.  Major 
Davis  left  by  his  will  a  bequest  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief,  with  the  request  that  the  said  sum  be  used  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  will  best  commemorate  his  connection  with  the 
Order,  with  a  due  regard  for  the  wishes  and  views  of  his  widow  as  to 
the  use  of  this  bequest.  Major  Davis  also  bequeathed  to  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief  such  of  his  personal  effects  as  relate  to  or  have  a 
bearing  upon  his  life  as  a  soldier  or  sailor,  a  list  of  which  is  attached 
to  the  will. 

The  will  of  Major  Davis  above  referred  to  is  being  contested  in 
the  Orphan's  Court  of  Pittsburgh  by  his  son,  Herbert  A.  Davis,  and  as 
it  will  be  some  time  before  the  matter  is  finally  determined,  I  recom- 
mend that  the  care  of  the  interests  of  the  Command ery-in-Chief  be  left 
to  the  incoming  administration. 

SUPPLIES   FOR  THE  ORDER. 

By  the  death  of  Major  Davis  the  contract  entered  into  with  him 
for  the  manufacture  and  furnishing  of  decorations  to  our  Order  ter- 
minated. It  thereupon  became  necessary  to  arrange  for  the  transfer 
of  the  matter  of  decorations  to  another.  Appreciating  that  a  profit 
must  be  made,  and  properly  so,  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  supplies 
for  our  Order,  a  proposition  to  place  the  whole  question  of  the  manu- 
facture, purchase  and  distribution  of  supplies  in  the  department  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  only  was  entertained.  Major  Davis  left  a  con- 
siderable stock  of  decorations  and  material  on  hand  and  we  have  been 
negotiating  for  the  purchase,  on  a  proper  basis,  of  such  of  these  as 
could  be  used  by  the  Order,  including  the  purchase  of  the  dies  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  badges.  After  considerable  discussion  with  Mrs. 
Davis,  the  residuary  legatee  and  executrix  of  the  last  will  of  Major 
Davis,  a  portion  of  the  supplies  were  purchased  at  one-half  the  price 
which  the  Order  heretofore  paid  for  them,  and  in  this  purchase  the 
Order  receives,  without  extra  charge,  the  dies  and  hubs  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  badges.  I  believe  the  Quartermaster-General  hereafter 
can,  to  the  best  advantage  of  our  Order,  purchase  its  necessary  sup- 
plies in  the  open  market,  and  I  recommend  that  this  Encampment  pass 
a  resolution  placing  the  whole  matter  of  supplies  for  our  Order  in  the 
department  aud  under  the  direction  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  and 
that  such  resolution  provide  that  he  may  also,  if  found  desirable  by 
both  parties,  furnish  supplies  for  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  heretofore 
also  purchased  from  Major  Davis. 

NEW  RITUAL. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment, a  new  one-degree  ritual,  recommeuded  by  the  committee  reporting 
at  that  Encampment,  was  edited,  published  and  distributed  free  to  all 
Camps  reporting  in  good  standing  for  the  December,  1898,  quarter. 
This  new  ritual  includes  in  its  charges  and  lectures,  those  patriotic  sen- 
timents which  naturally  appeal  to  the  sons  of  Union  soldiers  of  our 
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great  war,  at  the  same  time  making  the  work  in  the  Camp-room  simple 
and  consistent  as  well  as  dignified  and  rich  in  substance,  and  of  such 
length  as  can  be  easily  worked  in  one  evening.  Provision  was  also 
made  for  more  elaborate  work  by  a  Camp  in  its  muster  ceremony  when 
desired. 

This  ritual  met  with  the  almost  unanimous  approval  of  the  Divi- 
sions and  Camps,  so  far  as  my  observation  and  advices  informed  me. 
and  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  proper  and  adequate  ritual  for  our  Order 
and  I  believe  and  hope  its  merits  will  so  commend  it  to  this  National 
body  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  any  change  in  this  or  the  drafting  of 
any  other  ritual  for  many  years  to  come. 

NEW  EDITION   OF   COURT-MARTIAL  BLANKS. 

The  Quartermaster-General  having  disposed  of  the  supply  of  court- 
martial  blanks  on  hand,  it  became  necessary  to  have  printed  a  new  edi- 
tion, and  we  availed  ourselves  of  that  opportunity  of  revising  the 
court-martial  blanks  and  instructions  both  in  substance  and  form  to 
conform  to  the  present  law  of  our  Order  and  the  best  usage. 

I  am  indebted  to  Past  Commander  William  T.  Church  of  Illinois 
for  services  rendered  in  the  preparation  of  this  new  editiou  of  our 
court-martial  blanks. 

NEW  EDITION   OF  THE  C,    R.    &  R. 

It  also  became  necessary  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, Rules  and  Regulations,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General a  new  edition  was  edited  to  include  the  changes  made 
by  the  last  several  Encampments,  and  published. 

COMMITTEE   ON   MILITARY  COLLEGE. 

The  committee  to  investigate  the  advisability  of  establishing  a 
military  college  as  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  members  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  announced  in  General  Order  No.  6,  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Darling,  Dec.  18,  1897,  failed  to  make  its  report 
at  the  following  Encampment,  held  at  Omaha  last  year,  because  of  the 
absence  in  the  war  of  Captains  Sortor  and  Wren,  both  members  and 
the  former  chairman  of  the  committee.  Since  our  last  Encampment 
considerable  work  has  been  done  by  this  committee,  and  I  beg  this 
Encampment  to  receive  and  consider  its  report. 

DECORATION  FOR  SERVICE  IN  SPANISH  WAR. 

By  the  resolution  of  our  last  Encampment,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  was  authorized  to  have  prepared  a  medal  of  honor  to  be  fur- 
nished by  Divisions,  through  the  Quartermaster-General's  Department, 
to  all  members  of  the  Order  who  served  in  the  Spanish- American  War. 
No  data  as  to  the  number  of  medals  required  could  be  obtained,  except 
through  the  sources  adopted  for  the  compilation  of  the  ''  Roll  of 
Honor,"  ordered  also  by  the  last  Encampment.  Efforts  were  made  to 
secure  a  captured  Spanish  cannon  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  this 
medal,  but  the  Secretary  of  War,  while  expressing  his  good  wishes  in 
the  matter,  informed  us  that  an  act  of  Cougress  was  necessary  for  the 
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transfer  of  a  cannon  for  our  use.  So  far  as  possible  the  necessary 
information  has  now  been  obtained  ;  a  sample  decoration  has  been  pre- 
pared ;  and  I  recommend  that  this  matter  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Quartermaster- General  and  he  be  directed  and  authorized  to  proceed 
with  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  the  medal. 

COURTS-MARTIAL  AND  DECISIONS. 

There  have  been  twenty-six  decisions  rendered  during  the  year, 
fourteen  of  which  were  in  courts- martial  cases  and  the  balance  involv- 
ing constitutional  questions.  An  appeal  lias  been  taken  from  my 
decision  sustaining  the  decision  of  Division  Commander  E.  H.  Archer 
of  Ohio,  suspending  Camp  2i  of  that  Division  for  nou-payment  of 
dues  and  failure  to  make  reports.  Reference  is  made  to  the  papers  in 
this  matter,  as  well  as  the  decisions  in  all  other  cases,  which  are 
attached  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  this  report. 

RELATIONS   WITH  G.A.R. 

We  have  experienced  a  continuation  of  the  close  fraternal  relations 
■  existing  between  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  the  Daughters  of  Veterans  and  the  Ladies  of  the  G.A.R.  and 
our  own  Order,  and  felt  a  closer  drawing  together  of  these  societies  with 
ours,  whose  principles  and  objects  and  common  interests  make  them  all 
akin. 

A  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  was  appointed  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Army  and  the  other  societies  meeting  at 
Philadelphia  this  week  and  convey  the  greetings  of  our  Order,  which 
committee  will  make  its  report  at  this  Encampment. 

ladies'  aid  society. 

Under  the  splendid  administrations  of  the  Department  and  National 
Officers  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  most  excellent  work  has  been  done 
by  that  organization  in  carrying  on  the  patriotic  and  charitable  work 
which  it  contemplates,  and  also  in  assisting  and  encouraging  many 
Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  where  the  subordinate  bodies  of  the  two 
•  organizations  are  located  together.  I  am  under  obligations  to  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society  for  the  continuous  courtesy  and  assistance  received  from 
its  officers  and  members. 

DIVISION   OF   WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Upon  assuming  command  I  found  that  the  per  capita  tax  of  the 
Division  of  West  Virginia  for  the  June,  1898,  quarter  had  not  been  paid. 
Efforts  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  secure  the  payment  of  this  and 
the  per  capita  tax  for  the  subsequent  September  and  December  quarters. 
A.  R.  Jones  had  been  elected  Division  Commander  and  had  established 
headquarters  at  Elkins,  W.  Va.  Further  than  taking  his  oath  of 
office  and  assuming  command  of  his  Division  nothing  seems  to  have  been 
done  by  Commander  Jones.  Not  only  did  he  fail  to  forward  his  reports 
to  the  Adjutant-General  and  pa}'  the  required  per  capita  for  the  three 
quarters  mentioned,  but  he  totally  neglected  the  Camps  and  membership 
under  his  charge.    His. resignation  as  Division  Commander  -was  tendered 
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and  accepted  on  Feb.  24,  1899.  It  was  impossible  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Division  Council  on  account  of  the  distance  to  be  travelled  by 
each  of  them  and  the  expense  of  such  meeting.  Blanks  were  submitted 
to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Division  Council  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing;a  successor  to  Commander  Jones.  The  Council  unanimously  elected 
Past  Commander  R.  F.  Adams  for  the  unexpired  tern-.  Member  of  the 
Council-in-Chief  H.  EL  Hammer  was  appointed  Assistant  Inspector- 
General  for  the  Division  of  West  Virginia,  and  directed  to  proceed  to 
Elkins,  W.  Va.,  and  inspect  and  audit  the  accounts  of  Brother  Jones, 
secure  the  Division  property  and  forward  the  same  to  Commander 
Adams.  For  the  manner  in  which  Brother  Hammer  discharged  this 
duty,  and  the  loyalty ^  and  energy  with  which  Commander^  Adams 
assumed  charge  of  the  affairs  of  this  Division,  I  am  deeply  indebted 
and  grateful  to  both. 

FRATERNAL  PAPERS. 

We  have  been  indebted  during  the  past  year  for  material  assistance 
rendered  by  the  publication  of  several  fraternal  papers,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned,  The  Michigan  Messenger,  The  Sunflower  Picket. 
The  Recruit,  The  Illinois  Banner,  The  Grand  Army  Journal  and  The 
National  Tribune.  Next  to  the  editing  of  a  paper,  its  usefulness  must 
be  measured  by  the  number  of  individual  members  who  receive  and  read 
it.  Through  the  scheme  adopted  by  Past  Commander  Wm.  G.  Dustin, 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Illinois  Banner,  that  paper  is  mailed  to 
and  received  by  every  member  of  the  Illinois  Division  as  well  as  many 
outside  of  the  Division.  While  it  might  not  be  practical  for  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief  to  adopt  the  plan  followed,  nevertheless,  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  the  several  Divisions  as  a  means  of 
reaching  every  member  of  the  Order  with  a  fraternal  paper. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  MEM BERSHIP. 

I  have  always  been  a  firm  adherent  to  and  believer  in  our  present 
form  of  organization,  including  the  Camp,  Division  and  Commandery-in- 
Chief.  I  have  observed  the  excellent  and  continuous  work  done  by  the 
subordinate  Camps  in  carrying  out  the  idea  of  charity,  not  only  to  the 
veteran  soldier  and  his  family,  but  also  to  and  among  the  brothers  of 
our  Order.  The  Camps  are  more  aud  more  assuming  and  discharging 
the  duties  of  Memorial  Day,  as  contemplated  by  our  laws,  and  in  many 
cases  during  the  past  year  the  local  Camps  in  their  respective  localities 
took  entire  charge  and  direction  of  the  Avoik  of  Memorial  Day,  and  by 
their  efforts  discharged  in  the  highest  degree  this  sacred  duty,  and 
advanced  the  Order  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  generally  and 
received  commendation  from  the  Grand  Army  expressive  of  their  grati- 
tude. Many  Camps  are  uniformed  and  drilled  and  maintain  military 
organizations  creditable  to  them  and  to  the  Order.  In  other  Camps  the 
social  and  patriotic  features  are  most  prominent. 

We  have  Ions;  observed,  however,  that  there  is  a  large  number  of 
eligible  sons  of  Union  soldiers  whom  we  have  never  been  able  to  briiiLr 
into  membership.    Various  causes  have  contributed  to  the  failure  on 
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our  part  to  enlist  the  services  of  these  desirable  recruits.  Iu  many 
towns,  in  which  may  be  found  one  or  more  of  their  best  citizens  who 
are  eligible  to  membership,  no  Camp  exists.  In  other  places  Camps 
have  been  unable  to  secure  the  older  eligible  Sons  of  Veterans,  because, 
perhaps,  they  have  passed  the  years  of  life  when  drills  or  uniforms  or 
the  work  of  the  local  Camps  had  any  attraction  for  them.  This  subject 
is  not  a  new  one  and  various  suggestions  have  been  made  to  this  body 
from  year  to  year  for  its  solution.  Some  have  advocated  the  repeal  of 
our  present  system  of  organization,  or  the  elimination  of  the  ritualistic 
work  entirely,  or  doing  away  with  both.  Others  suggested  the  plans  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  or  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  others 
for  a  single  Camp  for  each  State.  A  great  deal  of  time  and  work  has 
been  devoted  to  this  during  the  past  year,  and  we  offer  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Encampment  our  views  upon  this  subject. 

We  believe  that  provision  can  be  made  iu  our  laws  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  Camp  in  each  Division  that  will  conform  to  the  present  plan 
of  organization,  and  with  only  some  modification  as  to  the  details  of  the 
work,  which  will  attract  to  membership  a  great  body  of  eligible  sons 
of  veterans  who  are  not  now  members  of  the  Order.  At  Indianapolis 
a  resolution  was  adopted  making  it  optional  with  Camps  to.  muster 
recruits  by  simply  giving  the  obligation  and  secret  work  if  it  was 
deemed  best.  By  giving  greater  latitude  to  the  Camp  as  to  its  time  and 
place  of  meetings  and  the  number  of  meetings  to  be  held  will  tend 
greatly,  in  my  opinion,  to  solve  the  difficulty.  A  Camp  then  can  be 
organized  in  each  Division,  if  desired,  to  include  in  its  membership 
recruits  from  every  point  in  the  Division,  imposing  upon  them  none  of 
the  details  of  Camp  work  now  assumed,  at  least  by  a  recruit  at  his 
muster.  Leave  it  optioual  with  a  Camp  as  to  its  time  aud  place  of 
meeting,  and  the  number  of  meetings  it  shall  hold.  Such  a  member- 
ship drawn  from  the  Division  at  large  will  attract  many  older  and 
influential  members  and  add  stredgth  to  our  Order  and  contribute 
to  the  work  it  contemplates.  Provision  should  also  be  made  for 
associate  membership  in  this  Camp  by  brothers  of  the  Order  who  now 
belong  to  their  local  Camps,  and  who,  if  they  sever  such  member- 
ship by  transfer,  injure  their  local  Camps,  but  by  retaining  such  active 
membership  with  the  privilege  of  becoming  an  associate  member  of 
the  State  Camp  would  enable  them  to  help  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
local  Camp  and  at  the  same  time  affiliate  with  the  State  Camp  com- 
posed of  membership  at  large;  compelling  such  associate  members  to 
pay  dues  in  both  Camps,  and  basing  the  representation  of  such  Camp 
in  the  Division  Encampments  upon  its  active  membership. 

I  am  more  than  ever  before  convinced  of  the  usefulness  and  gran- 
deur and  perpetuity  of  the  organization  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  believ- 
ing that  not  members  alone,  but  that  character  and  strength  of 
membership,  which  we  now  have  and  to  which  every  year  we  are  adding, 
weigh  most  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  our  Order,  and  make  most  for 
the  advaucement  of  those  principles  which  it  teaches.  Satisfied  more 
than  ever  that  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans  link  the  splendid 
achievements  of  the  past  with  the  eventful  days  iu  which  we  live,  to  per- 
petuate them  in  a  glorious  future  for  our  country. 
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OFFICERS   AND  STAFF. 

The  officers  and  staff  brought  to  their  respective  positions  experi- 
ence in  the  work  of  the  Order,  ability  to  perform  their  duties  and  a  deep 
desire  to  so  labor  as  to  best  advance  its  interests.  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  making  the  just  acknowledgment  that  to  them  is  due 
whatever  of  good  has  been  accomplished  in  this  year's  work,  and  to  the 
Division  officers  and  brothers  everywhere  I  am  indebted  for  the  greatest 
kindness  and  assistance. 

To  Col.  William  G.  Dustin  and  Surgeon-General  McDowell,  aud 
others,  I  am  obligated  for  special  work  and  many  courtesies. 

The  Adjutant-General  and  the  Quartermaster-General  have  from 
the  nature  of  their  offices  the  most  arduous  and  exactiug  work  to  per- 
form, and  we  all  know  that  Adjutant-General  Abbott  aud  Quarter- 
master General  Bolton  brought  special  qualifications  and  industry  to 
the  positions  which  they  assumed,  and  in  addition  to  their  duties  well 
performed,  they  have  made  my  official  year  most  happy  aud  pleasant; 
and  I  may  add  that  so  long  as  these  important  positions  are  filled  by 
such  worthy  brothers,  the  interests  of  the  Order  will  always  be  advanced 
and  safeguarded. 

As  there  is  no  day  without  its  nearness  of  evening  shades,  so  with 
all  the  pleasant  memories  of  this  year's  work,  with  the  close  friendships 
formed  by  daily  contact,  comes  the  regret  of  the  severance  of  official 
relations.  But  I  hand  back  to  you,  my  brothers,  this  great  trust 
placed  with  me,  knowing  that  there  is  a  common  ground  iu  the  work  for 
the  Order  where  we  can  always  meet,  and  seeing  with  profound  faith  a 
glorious  future  for  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  carrying  out  the  splendid 
mission  for  which  it  was  established. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


DECISIONS   AND  OPINIONS. 

Decision  I. 

Chicago,  Oct.  20,  1898. 

Col.  Leonard  C.  Couch, 

Commander  Mass.  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
Taunton,  Mass., 

Dear  Colonel  Conch:  I  return  to  yon  herewith  record  of  the  court-martial 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  Bro.  P.  0.  Hardy  of  Commander  George  F.  F.  Wilde 
Camp,  No.  117,  your  Division,  together  with  Opinion  No.  2  of  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate-General attached  thereto  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate - 
General,  and  approve  the  findings  of  the  Court. 

The  sentence  imposed  by  the  Court  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  modified 
and  reduced,  as  the  evidence  introduced  on  behalf  of  the  prosecution  does  not 
justify  so  severe  a  sentence  as  that  fixed  by  the  Court,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  testimony  given  by  the  witnesses  was  very  largely  in  the  nature  of  an 
expression  by  them  of  their  own  conclusions,  instead  of  being  a  full  statement 
of  the  bare  facts  and  nothing  more  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses,  then  leaving 
the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  by  the  Court;  and,  further,  that  the  competent 
testimony  introduced  is  scant  in  support  of  the  charges  and  specifications 
against  the  accused. 
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The  sentence  is  therefore  modified  aud  reduced,  to  the  suspension  of 
Bro.  P.  0.  Hardy  from  membership  in  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  and 
from  all  rights  and  privileges  in  the  Order,  for  the  period  of  one  year,  com- 
mencing on  the  20th  day  of  October,  1898. 

You  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying  out  the  sentence  in  this  case  in 
conformity  with  the  above. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Fhank  L.  Shepard, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 


Opinion  II. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  Parsons  0.  Hardy  of  Camp  177,  Division 
of  Massachusetts  : 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  17.  1898. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief, 

Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

The  complete  copy  of  the  record  now  presented  shows  that  notice  was 
duly  served  aud  that  he  Avas  presented  with  a  copy  of  the  charges.  The  record 
is  therefore  without  defect  in  that  particular. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  that  the  findings  of  guilty 
by  the  Court  on  the  third  specification  of  the  first  charge  and  on  the  first 
specification  of  the  second  charge  are  not  sustained  by  the  evidence;  but  it  is 
apparent  that  there  is  support  in  the  evidence  for  the  findings  on  the  first 
specification  of  the  first  charge.  The  Court  found  the  facts  and  while  the 
evidence  is  somewhat  flimsy  we  do  not  feel  that  the  findings  should  be 
disturbed. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  proceedings  be  approved,  and  the  sentence 
affirmed. 

Respectfully, 

James  W.  Noel, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 


Decision  No.  II.— (J.  A. -Gen.  Op.  III.) 

Chicago,  Oct.  28,  1898. 

Col.  Wm.  T.  Church, 

Commander  Illinois  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S.A., 
The  Tacoma,  City. 

Dear  Colonel  Church:  The  record  in  the  court-martial  proceedings 
against  Charles  D  Henry,  of  Camp  No.  28,  Division  of  Illinois,  together  with 
Opinion  No.  III.,  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  attached  thereto,  is  returned 
to  you  herewith. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  and  recommendations  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General,  and  hereby  approve  the  finding  of  the  Court  and  the  sentence  imposed. 
You  are  hereby  directed  to  carry  the  sentence  into  effect  at  once. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Fhank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Official : 

G.  B.  Abbott 

Adjutant-General . 
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Opinion  III. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  Charles  D.  Henry  of  Camp  No  28  Division 
'         of  Illinois,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  2G,  1898. 
The  record  in  the  above  entitled  case  shows  that  the  proceedings  were  in 
proper  form  and  according-  t0  law  and  that  the  finding  of  the  Court  is  sustained 
by  the  evidence.    I,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  affirm 
the  finding  and  approve  the  sentence. 

Jam ics  W.  Noki., 
Judge  Adcocate-Gaieral. 


■     Decision  III.  —  (J.  A. -Gen.  Op.  IV.) 

„  ,  _  Chicago,  Oct.  28.  I.sms. 

Col.  Charles  L.  Pibrce, 

Commander  California  Division,  S.V.,  U.S. A  , 
13  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Dear  Colonel  Pierce:  I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  No.  IV.  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  in  answer  to  the  questions  raised  in  your  communication  of 
August  15. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  and  adopt  the 
same  as  my  decision  upon  the  questions  raised. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Frank  L.  Shkpard, 
Official :  Comma  nder-in- Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 

Opiniou  IV. 

In  the  matter  of  request  of  Charles  L.  Pierce,  Commander,  Division  of  Cali- 
fornia, for  opinion.  « 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  2G,  18l>S. 
It  is  plainly  the  law  pf  the  Order  that  one  dropped  because  of  arrearages 
may  be  reinstated  by  the  Camp  which  dropped  him  upon  the  payment  of  one 
year's  back  dues.  It  has  been  held  repeatedly  that  when  he  presents  himself 
for  muster  or  reinstatement  to  another  Camp  he  must  pay  the  one  year's  hack 
dues  to  the  Camp  which  dropped  him,  and  the  muster  fee  of  the  Camp  which 
reinstates  him.  But  the  law  does  not  intend  that,  when  reinstated  by  his  own 
Camp,  he  should  pay  more  than  the  one  year's  arrearages.  So  that  upon 
making  his  application  therefor  and  applyiug  the  one  year's  arrearage  the 
member  may  be  reinstated,  after  being  balloted  on  in  the  same  manner  as  an 
original  applicant.  The  Camp  cannot  demand  more  of  him  than  the  oik-  year's 
dues  and  there  can  be  no  conditional  reinstatement. 

The  law  of  the  Order  requires  that  the  muster  fee.  or,  in  case  of  dropped 
member,  the  one  year's  clues  be  paid  before  the  member  is  balloted  on  for 
muster  or  reinstatement.  If  the  member  has  been  reinstated  without  paying 
in  advance,  the  officers  have  violated  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations, 
and  may  be  court-martialed.  In  the  absence  of  any  showing  to  the  contrary 
it  is  presumed  that  the  officers  complied  with  the  law  and  that  the  members 
paid  the  one  year's  back  clues  before  reinstatement.  The  quartermaster  is 
liable  on  his  boud  to  the  Camp  for  the  amount,  whether  paid  to  him  or  not,  if 
he  reported  the  amount  paid,  and  such  a  report  was  necessary  before  reinstate- 
ment. 

But  even  though  the  officers  were  derelict  and  permitted  the  record  to 
show  his  reinstatement  as  a  member,  he  is  particcps  criminis  and  cannot  profit 
by  a  wrong  in  which  he  participated.  Common  honesty  would  not  permit  him 
to  thus  avoid  his  own  obligation  and  if,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  back  dues  are 
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not  paid  as  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  Order,  he  is  in  arrears  with  the 
Camp  which  reinstated  him  and  cannot  demand  a  transfer  from  the  Camp 
until  he  has  paid  all  his  debts  to  the  Camp  and  no  charges  exist  against  him. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  in  the  case  presented  the  member  is  not  entitled  to 
a  transfer  until  he  has  paid  the  one  year's  arrearages,  but  that  the  Camp 
cannot  require  more  of  him.  He  is  entitled  to  a  transfer  when  he  has  complied 
with  the  law  and  then  only. 

The  general  questions  asked  are  answered  by  the  constitution  itself.  No 
Camp  has  a  right  to  carry  members  on  its  rolls  who  are  in  arrearage  more 
than  one  year.  Irregularities  committed  by  Camps,  wheu  clearly  proven,  and 
entirely  inconsistent  with  the  law  of  the  Order,  may  be  cause  for  suspension  of 
the  Camp  or  a  revocation  of  its  charter  by  the  proper  authorities. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  W..  Noel, 
Judge  Advocate-General . 


Decision  IV. 

Chicago,  Oct.  29,  1898. 

Col.  John  Redmond, 

Commander  Kansas  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Wichita,  Kan. 

Dear  Colonel  Redmond:  Your  communication  of  October  25,  asking  "if 
it  has  ever  been  decided  that  Captains  are  not  entitled  to  past  rank,  unless  they 
have  received  commissions/'  is  duly  received,  and  in  reply  I  beg  to  advise  you 
that  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  has  never  been  so  decided. 

The  Constitution,  Chapter  III.,  Article  II.,  Section  1  and  paragraph  3, 
provides  for  membership  in  a  Division  Encampment  of  Past  Captains  who 
have  served  for  a  full  term,  or  having  been  elected  to  till  a  vacancy,  shall  have 
served  to  the  end  of  the  term,  so  long  as  they  remain  in  good  standing  in  their 
Camp.  This,  in  my  opinion,  controls,  and  the  fact  that  the  Division  Com- 
mander may  not  have  provided  a  Camp  Captain  with  a  commission  after  he  has 
been  elected  by  his  Camp  to  that  office,  cannot  take  from  him  his  right  to  the 
rank  of  Past  Captain,  after  he  has  fully  complied  with  the  foregoing. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Division  Commander  to  commission  all  such  officers 
who  have  been  duly  elected  and  installed,  and  auy  neglect  to  do  so  canuot 
deprive  the  Captaiu  of  the  honors  of  his  office. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Frank  L.  Shepaud, 
Official :  Commander-in- Chiej . 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 


Decision  V. 

Chicago,  Oct.  31,  1898. 

Col.  E.  W.  Estes, 

Commander  New  York  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Tweedle  Building,  Albany,  N.Y. 

Dear  Colonel  Estes:  Your  communication  of  the  29th  iust.,  in  which  you 
state  that  a  brother  of  one  of  the  Camps  of  your  Division  was  in  the  Camp 
report  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  reported  suspended  by  his  Camp  for 
non-payment  of  dues;  that  the  brother  suspended  was  a  delegate  to  and  had  a 
seat  in  your  Division  Encampment  on  June  30;  that  early  in  July  the  brother 
remitted  to  the  Quartermaster-Sergeaut  of  his  Camp  $10.00,  and  received  the 
Quartermaster-Seraeant's  receipt,  dated  July  20,  1886,  showing  payment  for 
dues  to  July  1,  189S,  accompanied  by  letter  from  the  Quartermaster,  stating 
that  "at  the  meeting  of  the  20th,  the  Camp  decided  to  accept  the  money  and 
reinstate  you  as  a  member  ....  I  enclose  you  receipt  for  $7.25  for  dues;" 
that  the  quarterly  report  for  the  quarter  ending  November  30  from  the  Camp 
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shows  that  the  said  brother  has  been  dropped,  aud  asking  for  my  decision 
upon  the  following  points  :  — 

1st.  Did  the  brother  have  any  right  to  sit  in  the  Division  Encampment, 
as  a  delegate? 

2d.  Is  the  Captain  negligent  in  his  duty  to  permit  a  member  of  his  Camp 
in  the  Division  Encampment,  who  is  nine  months  in  arrears  for  dues? 

3d.  A  brother  having  been  suspended  and  having  remitted  more  money 
than  is  necessary  to  pay  his  dues,  and  the  Camp  accepts  the  same,  is  it  manda- 
tory upon  the  Captain  of  that  Camp  to  order  the  brother  to  be  again  placed  in 
good  standing  in  the  Camp? 

4th.  Funds  having  been  received  by  the  Camp,  what  right  has  the  Cap- 
tain of  that  Camp  in  his  succeeding  report  to  ignore  the  acceptance  of  funds, 
and  then  drop  the  brother? 

5th.  If  a  member  is  suspeuded  and  paymeut  of  the  dues  is  ottered  the 
Camp  by  the  suspended  member,  must  the  Camp  accept  it? 

In  answer  to  the  foregoiug  questions,  based  upon  the  statement  of  facts 
submitted  in  your  communication,  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  in  my  judgment,  the 
first  question  is  answered  in  the  negative,  by  Section  III.  of  Article  IV.,  Chap- 
ter V.  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Requirements,  which  provides  that  any 
member  of  a  Camp  who  is  six  months  in  arrears  in  the  payment  of  his  dues 
shall  be  prohibited  from  voting  and  not  permitted  in  the  Camp  room;  is 
ineligible  to  office ;  shall  be  reported  suspended,  and  shall  not  be  counted  in  the 
representation  of  the  Camp  at  the  Division  Encampment. 

The  answer  to  your  second  question  is  also  contained  in  the  same  section, 
which  provides  :  "he  shall  be  reported  suspended  in  the  quarterly  report  to 
Division  Headquarters  until  such  dues  are  paid."  And  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of 
the  Captain  to  have  him  so  reported  and  being  so  reported,  he  is  disqualified 
to  sit  as  a  delegate  in  a  Division  Encampment 

In  answer  to  your  third  question  I  have  to  advise  yon,  that  a  suspended 
member  may  be  reinstated  by  payment  of  back  dues;  and  in  this  case  the 
brother  paid  all  back  dues,  and  the  same  having  been  received  by  the  Camp  and 
the  Quartermaster-Sergeant  having  given  the  brother  a  receipt  showing  the 
same,  the  brother  is  reinstated  by  operation  of  law,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Captain  and  his  Quartermaster-Sergeant  to  show  such  reinstatement 

Section  III.,  Article  IV.,  Chapter  V.,  Constitution,  Tlulcs  and  Regulations. 

Commauder-in-tJuief  Bandy,  Heci-ion  LXIV.,  14ih,  p.  47,  Gould's  Digest,  p.  ft:). 

Judge  Advocate-General  Brown,  Op.  LXII 1.,  Blue  Book,  p.  Gii,  Gould'd  Digest,  p.  54. 

In  answer  to  your  fourth  question,  I  have  to  say  that  in  view  of  the  fore- 
going, the  Captain  had  no  right  to  report  the  brother  as  dropped  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues. 

In  auswer  to  your  fifth  question  it  is  my  judgment  that  the  Camp  must 
accept  money  from  a  member  who  is  suspended  for  the  non-payment  of  dues 
tendered  by  the  member  for  the  payment  of  his  dues. 

Fraternally  yours, 

FltANIC  L.  SniCPAUD, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief- 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General '. 

Decision  VI. 

Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  9,  1898. 

J.  E.  LOUGHMILLER, 

Adjutant  Oregon  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
Silverton,  Ore. 

Dear  Brother  and  Adjutant:  Your  communication  of  the  28th  alt.  was 
duly  received,  in  which  you  state  that  a  brother  was  mustered  into  Camp  15, 
of  your  Division,  and  afterwards  sent  by  his  Camp  as  a  delegate  to  the  Division 
Encampment,  without  having  first  paid  his  muster  fee  of  $1  50,  but  afterward 
payino-  oue  quarter's  clues  to  the  Camp  for  which  he  holds  a  proper  receipt 
the  Camp  afterwards  by  vote  declaring  him  not  a  member  of  the  Camp,  and 
your  request  for  my  opinion  as  to  Avhether  or  not  he  is  a  member. 
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In  reply  I  beg  to  advise  you  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  brother  became  a 
member  of  Camp  15  after  having  been  mustered  in  in  due  form,  that  the  muster  / 
fee  of  $1.50  is  a  proper  charge  against  him  together  with  his  dues, —  but  that, 
the  brother  cannot  be  suspended  by  the  Camp  until  he  is  in  arrears  for  his  dues 
or  muster  fee,  or  a  portion  thereof,  for  a  period  of  six  months,  aud  that  he 
cannot  be  dropped  by  the  Camp  until  he  is  in  arrears  for  the  period  of  one  year.  . 

It  is  certainly  a  bad  practice  aud  in  violation  of  the  requirements  of  our 
constitution  for  a  Camp  to  muster  a  member  until  he  has  paid  the  required 
muster  fee,  but  in  this  case  the  brother  having  been  informed  by  the  Captain 
that  the  muster  fee  could  be  paid  at  a  later  date,  the  Camp  having  received  the 
brother  into  full  membership,  he  cannot  now  be  dropped  except  in  the  manner 
above  set  forth.  -  '  ; 

Fraternally  yours, 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief.  1 

G.   B.  AlJBOTT, 

Adjutant-General.  \ 


Decision  VII.  —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  V.) 

Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  27,  1898. 

Col.  Wm.  T.  Church, 

Commanding  Division  of  Illinois,  S.  V.,  U.S.A., 
Tacoma  Bldg,,  City. 

Dear  Colonel  Church  :  I  return  to  yon  herewith  record  in  the  court-martial 
proceedings  against  Carlisle  R.  Clarke  of  Camp  No.  26,  Division  of  Illinois, 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  attached  thereto. 

I  concur  iu  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-Geueral  and  the  recom-  . 
mendations  of  yourself  and  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  aud  affirm  the  findings 
of  the  court  and  approve  the  sentence  imposed. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  carry  the  sentence  into  effect  at  once. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General. 

Opinion  V. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  Carlisle  R.  Clark  of  Camp  No.  26,  Division 
of  Illinois,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  22,  1S9S. 
The  record  in  the  above  entitled  cause  shows  that  the  Court  was  properly 
organized,  that  the  accused  had  notice  and  that  all  the  proceedings  were  in 
proper  form  and  according  to  the  law  and  that  the  finding  of  the  Court  is  sus- 
tained by  the  evidence.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
affirm  the  finding  and  approve  the  sentence. 

James  W.  Noel, 
Judge  Advocate-General .. 


Decision  VIII. 

Chicago,  III.,  Jan  12,  1890. 

Col.  John  Redmond, 

Commander  Kansas  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S.A.  ■  ■, 

"  Is  a  brother  who  is  reported  as  '  suspended  '  on  quarterly  reports  subject, 
to  trial  by  court-martial  for  offenses  committed  before  beiug  suspended?" 

I  am  of  the  opinion  and  do  so  decide,  that  the  brother  is  still  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Order  of  Sous  of  Veterans,  and  subject  to  its  discipline  and 
to  court-martial  proceedings,  and  liable  to  punishment  thereunder. 
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To  hold  otherwise  would  permit  a  brother,  after  committing  some  offense 
to  allow  himself  to  become  suspended  for  the  non-payment  of  dues:  aud  in 
that  manner  avoid  being'  brought  to  account  for  his  acts  and  subjected  to  the 
proper  punishment  if  guilty.  It  would  also  tend  to  impair  the  discipline  of  the 
order,  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  aud  would  allow  the  brother,  by  his  own 
act,  to  place  the  Order  at  a  disadvantage  by  depriving  it  of  the  authority  to  act. 

,  „  .  Frank  L.  Shbpabd, 

omciai:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant  General. 


Decision  IX. 


Chicago,  III.,  Jan.  25,  1S90. 

To  Past  Capt.  E.  F.  J.  Goldsmith, 

Of  Pier  Cam})  No.  35,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Through  the  Commander  of  the  Division  of  Wisconsin. 

In  re  the  decision  of  Commander  W.  J.  Patton  of  the  Division  of  Wisconsin 
rendered  on  the  l'Jth  of  May,  1897,  to  the  effect  that  all  representatives  of  Pier 
Camp,  No.  35,  of  said  Division,  were  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  fourteenth 
annual  Encampment  of  said  Division,  by  reason  of  a  failure  to  pay  the  sum  of 
$3.20,  claimed  to  be  due  the  Division  of  Wisconsin  for  fees  of  the  inspector 
who  inspected  the  various  Camps  in  said  Division  for  the  past  year,  said  amount 
being  charged  per  capita  on  all  members  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  inspec- 
tion and  being  based  on  the  total  expense  for  the  full  inspection.  Passing  over 
the  questionable  right  of  an  individual  member  of  a  Camp  to  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  a  Division  Commander  in  a  matter  which  pertains  to  the  Camp  as  a 
whole,  in  its  relation  to  the  Division  headquarters,  when  the  Camp  itself,  by 
its  proper  officers  and  over  the  seal  of  the  Camp,  has  taken  no  action  in  such 
matters,  I  am  of  the  opinion  and  do  so  decide,  that  the  decision  of  Commander 
Patton  should  stand. 

The  appeal  does  not  state  that  the  Past  Commanders  in  good  standing  of 
Camp  35,  of  the  Division  of  Wisconsin,  were  debarred  from  participating  in 
the  fourteenth  annual  Encampment  of  said  Division,  but  that  the  representa- 
tives Avere  thus  debarred. 

The  matter  of  the  inspection  of  Camps  is  clearly  established  in  Section  1, 
Article  V.,  of  the  general  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Order,  and  that  the 
expenses  of  the  same  should  be  paid  by  the  Camps  inspected  is  clearly  defined 
in  Section  11  of  the  "Instructions  to  Inspecting  Officers"  found  in  the  rules 
established  by  Inspector-General  Abbott  in  1SS7,  authorized  by  Commander-in- 
Chief  Payne,  and  accepted  and  approved  by  the  following  National  Encamp- 
ment at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  which  has  been  continued  as  an  established  rule 
of  the  Order  ever  since  that  date.    Said  section  provides  that  "  Inspecting 

officers  are  not  entitled  to  compensation  for  services  but  each 

Camp  is  required  to  meet  the  actual  expenses  of  its  inspection,  unless  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  Colonel  commanding. 

In  evidence  of  the  power  of  the  Division  to  regulate  and  provide  for  the 
manner  of  meeting  the  expense  for  the  inspection  of  Camps,  many  Divisions 
have  adopted  by-laws,  and  others  have  made  provisions  by  resolution,  that  said 
expenses  should  be  met  by  a  pro  rata  charge  upon  each  Camp  inspected  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  members  of  said  Camp  to  the  entire  expenses  of  the 
inspection.  The  authority  of  Divisions  to  so  do  has  been  approved  and  has 
not  been  construed  as  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  Rules  aud  Regulations  of 
the  Order.  It  thus  being  in  the  power  of  the  Division  to  assess  the  Camps  pro 
rata  for  the  cost  of  the  inspections,  this  charge  becomes  a  legitimate  tax  levied 
by  the  Division,  and  Camps  failing  to  comply  therewith  should  he  denied  repre- 
sentation in  the  Division  Encampment,  in  accordance  with  Section  2,  Article  IV., 
of  the  general  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Order,  which  provides  that  "  Any 
Camp  in  arrears  for  reports  or  dues  shall  not  be  allowed  any  representation  in 
the  Division  Encampment  to  which  it  is  attached  until  the  same  are  paid." 
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The  question  raised  by  the  appellant  that  the  disbursements  of  said  inspec- 
tion were  not  submitted  to  any  Encampment  of  the  Wisconsin  Division  for 
action  or  auditing'  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  ruling  of  Commander  Patton  and 
has  no  bearing  upon  the  case,  these  accounts  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Division 
Council,  to  whom  the  Encampment  usually  delegates  the  power  of  auditing  the 
accounts  of  Division  officers.  If  the  Division  officers  have  failed  to  make  an 
accounting  of  funds  coming  into  their  hands  from  the  various  Camps  in  a 
proper  and  legitimate  manner,  they  are  subject  to  discipline,  and  such  a  question 
is  foreign  to  the  case  under  consideration. 

The  further  question  raised  by  the  appellant  that  no  method  of  payment 
of  the  expenses  of  such  inspection  was  provided  for  by  the  Division  Encamp- 
ment in  adopting  a  resolution  that  the  cost  of  inspections  should  be  made  by 
pro  rata  taxation  is  not  material  to  the  case  for  the  reason  that  the  provision 
for  the  inspection  of  Camps  is  established  in  Section  I,  Article  V.,  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regrilations,  above  referred  to,  and  the  cost  of  the  same  made  opera- 
tive by  virtue  of  the  ruling  of  the  Inspector  General,  all  of  which  had  previously 
been  legally  established  by  action  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  no  specific 
action  by  the  Division  itself  was  necessary. 

The  appellant  makes  no  charge  that  the  amount  assessed  in  proportion  to 
its  membership  was  excessive  or  that  the  inspection  was  not  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  the  Order ;  and  while  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Division  Encampment  pertaining  to  the  manner  in  which  the  inspections  should 
be  made  did  not  specifically  state  the  manner  in  which  the  expense  of  the 
inspection  should  be  paid,  it  is  in  keeping  with  the  rule  established  by  the 
Inspector-General  that  the  actual  expense  of  the  inspection  should  be  paid  by 
the  Camp,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  colonel  commanding.  Ample 
authority  is  thereby  vested  in  the  colonel  for  making  the  pro  rata  charge  upon 
each  Camp  for  the  cost  of  inspection.  The  decision  of  Commander  Patton 
becomes  the  act  of  the  Division  by  virtue  of  having  been  sustained  by  the 
Division  Encampment  over  the  appeal  of  the  appellant  in  this  case. 
Official:  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-  General. 


Decision  X. 

Chicago,  III.,  Jan.  30,  1899. 

Col.  A.  S.  Moulthrop, 

Commander  Pennsylvania  Division,  8.  V.  U.S.A. 
In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  proceedings  against  Harry  T.  Wheeler, 
of  Lieut.  John  T.  Greble  Camp  No.  10,  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  S.V..  U.S.A., 
on  the  charge  of  "Conduct  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  relations  to  the 
Order,"  in  which  the  brother  was  tried,  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  "Dis- 
honorably discharged  and  dismissed  from  the  Sous  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,"  the 
approval  of  which  sentence  is  recommended  by  the  Division  Commander,  I  find 
that  proper  service  was  had  upon  the  accused,  the  trial  was  regular  in  form, 
the  evidence  supports  the  specification  that  the  said  brother,  Harry  T.  Wheeler, 
collected  money  belonging  to  the  Camp  and  has  failed  and  refused  to  turn  the 
same  over  to  the  Camp,  and  I  affirm  the  finding  of  the  court  and  the  sentence 
imposed,  and  approve  the  recommendation  of  the  Division  Commander  and 
direct  Division  Commander  A.  S.  Moulthrop  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 
Official :  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XI. 

Chicago,  III.,  Jan.  30,  1899. 

Col.  A.  S.  Moulthrop, 

Commander  Pennsylvania  Division,  S.  V.,  U  S. A. 
In  the  matter  of  court-martial  proceedings  against  Reuben  F.  Schwartz  of 
Thomas  J.  Stewart  Camp,  No.  72,  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  S.  of  V.,  U.S.A., 
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on  the  charges  of,  first  "  Violation  of  the  obligation  taken  at  the  time  of 
assuming  the  office  of  Quartermaster  Sergeant,"  second,  '« Misappropriating 
the  funds  of  the  Camp  intrusted  to  his  care,"  I  find  that  proper  service  was 
had  upon  the  said  Reuben  F.  Schwartz  that  the  proceedings  in  said  court- 
martial  Avere  regular  in  form,  that  the  evidence  introduced  appears  to  support 
the  charges  made  and  the  sentence  imposed,  which  finding  and  sentence  of  the 
Court  are  hereby  affirmed,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Division  Commander 
is  approved  and  in  accordance  therewith  Brother  Reuben  F.  Schwartz,  of  Camp 
72,  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  is  dishonorably  discharged  and  dismissed  from  the 
Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  and  Division  Commander  A  8.  Moulthrop 
is  hereby  directed  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

.  '  Frank  L.  Siiepahd, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XII. 

Chicago,  III.,  Jan.  30,  1899. 

Col.  E.  H.  Archer, 

Commander  Ohio  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  proceedings  against  Wm.  A.Teetor,  of 
Wm.  Meade  Camp,  No.  46,  Division  of  Ohio,  S.V.,  U.S.A.,  Avfio  Avas  tried  on 
the  charge  of  "  Committing  a  scandalous  crime  against  the  laAvs  of  the  land,  " 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  "  be  dishonorably  discharged  aud  dismissed  from 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,"  I  find  that  proper  service  was  had  upon  the 
accused,  that  the.  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  were  in  regular  form,  and 
the  sentence  justified  by  the  evidence  presented.  I  accordingly  approve  the 
same  and  direct  Col.  E.  H.  Archer,  Commanding  the  Ohio  Division,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
O.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 


Decision  XIII. 

Chicago,  III.,  Jan.  30,  1899. 

Col.  W.  W.  Bisby, 

Commander  Iowa  Division,  S.  Y.,  U.S.A. 
In  the  matter  of  the  reinstatement  of  Waterloo  Camp,  No.  19,  Division 
of  Iowa,  and  the  members  formerly  upon  its  roll,  including  one  Past  Division 
Commander  and  several  Past  Captains,  Avhich  Camp  Avas  dropped  in  1895,  the 
Camp  not  having  reported  nor  paid  any  per  capita  tax  since  1894,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  and  do  so  decide,  that  it  is  impossible  to  reinstate  this  Camp  under  our 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  ;  that  the  brothers  mentioned  have  lost 
their  past  rank  by  allowing  themselves  to  be  dropped  from  the  Order  with  the 
Camp  to  which  they  belonged,  and  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  a  Division  Com- 
mander or  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  reinstate  them  in  the  Order  and  to  restore 
to  them  their  past  rank.  They  may  become  members  of  the  Order  again  by 
complying  with  the  Constitution  in  that  regard,  or  they  might  haA'e  retained  their 
rank  by  keeping  up  their  membership,  in  keeping  up  their  Camp  or  by  taking  a 
transfer  at  the  time  the  Camp  was  dropped  and  placiug  it  in  some  other  Camp. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 
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Decision  XIV. 

In  re  court-martial  of  John  A.  Andrew  Camp,  No.  1.3,  Division  of  Massachu- 
setts, Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Chicago,  III.,  Feb.  1,  1899. 

Col.  L.  C  Couch, 

Commanding  Division  of  Massachusetts,  &.  V.,  U.iS.A. 

It  appears  from  the  record  in  this  case  that  John  A.  Andrew  Camp,  No. 
13,  Division  of  Massachusetts,  was  suspended  by  the  Division  Commander  on 
May  26,  1898,  by  his  Special  Order  No.  17 ;  that  charges  were  preferred  against 
the  Camp  by  order  of  the  Division  Commander,  and  a  court-martial  appointed1 
for  the  trial  of  the  Camp  by  his  Special  Order  No.  47,  dated  Nov.  8,  1898. 

The  first  charge  preferred  was  11  couduct  prejudicial  to  good  order  and 
discipline,"  and  the  first  specification  thereunder  alleged  that  the  "  said  brothers 
and  others  composing  said  John  A.  Andrew  Camp,  No.  13,  Division  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Sons  of  "Veterans,  U.S.A.,  did  as  au  organized  and  chartered  Camp 
of  the  Sous  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  order,  authorize,  sanction,  sustain,  publish 
and  promulgate  the  following  :  to  wit,"  and  including  in  such  specification  the 
circular  alleged  to  have  beeu  authorized  and  published  by  the  said  Camp,  and 
alleging  that  such  action  was  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  discipline  and 
direspectful  to  the  Division  Commander.  There  is  a  second  specification  under 
charge  one,  which  is  followed  by  charge  two,  with  one  specification,  but  as  the 
court  rendered  alluding  of  <:  not  guilty  "  as  to  the  said  secoud  specification  of 
the  first  charge  and  to  first  specification  of  the  second  charge,  they  will  not 
be  considered  in  this  decision. 

Service  was  had  upon  the  accused  Camp  by  serving  four  members  of  the 
Camp,  who  each  entered  his  individual  appearance. 

Four  members  of  the  Court  responded  to  the  roll-call,  and  objection  to 
proceeding  with  less  than  the  full  number  of  the  Court  having  been  waived  by 
the  counsel  for  Camp  13,  the  Court  was  sworn  and  proceeded  Avith  the  trial. 
Objection  was  made  by  the  counsel  for  Camp  13  to  the  lime  of  day  at  which 
the  Court  couvened  and  heard  the  case,  it  appearing  from  the  record  that  the: 
session  Avas  called  to  order  at  8  35  o'clock  p.m.  on  the  first  da}',  and  at  8  o'clock 
p.m.  on  the  second  day,  which  objection  Avas  overruled  by  the  Court.  Counsel 
for  the  defendant  Camp  also  objected  to  the  trial  by  the  Court  appointed  in 
this  case  ou  the  ground  that  the  charges  had  been  preferred  by  the  Division 
Commander,  who  appointed  the  Court,  and  avIio,  if  a  finding  of  guilty  Avas 
rendered,  must  review  the  case.  Counsel  further  objected  to  the  proceedings 
for  want  of  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  the  Court  to  try  for  any  offense  the 
defendant  Camp,  as  a  Camp. 

The  Court  heard  the  evidence  introduced  and  the  arguments  of  the  coun- 
sel, all  of  which  appears  in  the  record,  and  after,  consideration  declared  its 
findings  as  follows  :  — 

11  The  Court  finds  John  A.  AndreAV  Camp  No.  13,  Sons  of  Veterans,  guilty 
of  the  first  specifications  of  the  first  charge,  and  sentences  the  said  Camp  to 
continue  suspended  until  the  first  day  of  February,  1899." 

"  On  the  second  specification  of  the  first  charge  the  finding  is  not  guilty." 

"  Ou  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge  the  finding  is  not  guilty." 

After  an  examination  of  the  record  in  this  case,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  trial  of  this  case  by  four  members  of  the  Court,  any  objection  thereto  hav- 
ing been  specifically  Avaived  by  counsel  for  the  defense,  Avas  not  inconsistent 
Avith  our  practice. 

Judge  Advocate-General  Russell,  Op.  XXXAT.,  13th,  p.  103. 

As  to  the  objections  made  by  the  written  protest  of  the  four  members-  of 
the  accused  Camp  who  were-  personally  served  in  this  case,  and  the  objection 
of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  Camp,  that  no  court-martial  shall  convene 
earlier  than  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  nor  later  than  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Court  properly  overruled;  that  the  policy  of  our 
Order  requires  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  accused  as  for  the  prosecution 
in  a  court-martial  proceeding,  that  the  limitation  imposed  by  the  rules  of  the 
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Federal  Courts  relating  to  court-martial  be  not  strictly  applied  to  proceeding 
of  courts-martial  in  our  Order.  8 
Judge  Advocate-General  Weeks,  0\>.  XXIX.,  nth,  p. 42. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  third  objection  was  properly  overruled  ;  that 
the  Court  was  appointed  and  convened  in  accordance  with  'the  procedure  of 
our  Order. 

The  prosecution  introduced  in  evidence  a  Circular  Letter  dated  :  "  Head- 
quarters of  John  A.  Andrew  Camp  No.  13  Sods  of  Veterans,  Stonghtou,  Mass 
May  23,  189S,"  on  which  the  names  of  C.  I).  Folsom,  Geo.  A.  Nevins  and  E  V 
Fullerton  were  printed  as  a  committee  for  Camp  13,  Sous  of  Veterans  The 
tone  and  substance  of  this  circular  is  contrary  to  the  fraternal  feelim'  that 
should  exist  between  the  members  of  the  Order,  and  especially  objectionable 
as  being  directed  against  the  Division  Commander.  It  was  disrespectful  in 
the  extreme  and  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  discipline,  and  a  reprehensible 
act  on  the  part  of  the  person  or  persons  who  were  responsible  for  its  publica- 
tion, and  calls  for  severe  censure  as  to  those  who  are  presumed,  by  beiug  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  to  have  a  liner  sense  of  courte'sY  and 
■of  right  and  wrong,  and  a  higher  degree  of  loyalty  to  their  superior  officers 
There  is  a  proper  remedy  to  correct  any  illegal  act  on  the  part  of  a  superior 
■officer  and  to  compel  such  an  officer  to  do  his  duty,  but  the  publication  of  a 
Circular  Letter,  such  as  the  one  introduced  in  evidence  in  this  case,  was  not 
the  course  to  pursue  and  was  in  violation  of  the  terms  and  spirit  of  our  Con- 
stitution, Rules  and  Regulations  and  obligations.  The  evidence,  however,  fails 
to  show,  except  by  the  admission  of  counsel  for  the  accused,  that  the  circulai 
in  question  was  adopted  and  published  by  the  Camp,  or  that  any  committee  or 
person  was  authorized  to  have  it  done  for  the  Camp 

In  reference  to  the  objection  of  the  counsel  for  Camp  13  that  this  Court 
had  no  jurisdiction  to  try  under  court-martial  proceedings  "John  A.  Andrew 
Camp  No.  13,"  that  the  proceedings  should  have  been  brought  against  the  indi- 
vidual members,  naming  them,  and  bringing  them  in  by  proper  service,  and  not 
against  the  Camp  as  a  whole  and  in  the  name  of  the  Camp,  which  objection  was 
overruled  by  the  Court, —  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Division  Commander  had 
no  authority  to  issue  his  Special  Order  No.  47,  ordering  this  court-martial  "  for 
the  trial  of  John  A.  Andrew  Camp,  No.  13  of  Stonghton,"  and  that  it  was  an  error 
on  the  part  of  the  Court  to  proceed  with  this  trial  against  said  Camp  for  want 
of  jurisdiction.  A  charter  cannot  be  proceeded  against  by  court-martial.  An 
organization  such  as  "John  A.  Andrew  Camp  No.  13,"  cannot  be  charged  with 
a  crime  or  with  a  violation  of  our  C.,  R.  and  It.,  court-martialed,  tried  and 
punished.  While  it  is  true  that  a  Camp  may  be  suspended  and  its  charter 
revoked,  and,  in  that  manner,  its  life  taken  away  under  some  circumstances,  it 
can  only  be  done  as  specifically  provided  by  our  C.,  It.  and  R.  "  The  Constitu- 
tion seems  to  be  clear  that  a  charter  cannot  be  revoked,  or  a  Camp  suspended, 
except  for  a  failure  to  make  quarterly  reports,  pay  per  capita  tax,  or  violation 
of  the  C,  R.  and  R." 

Commander-in-Chief  Dundy,  Decision  XLVIH.,  14th,  p.  42. 

If  all  or  any  of  the  oflicers  or  members  of  Camp  No.  13  were  guilty  of  the 
specifications  and  charges  made  in  this  proceeding,  they  should  have  been  pro- 
ceeded against  as  individuals,  proper  service  had  upon  them,  and  tried  as  such. 
Court-martial  can  only  be  resorted  to  and  proceeded  w  ithin  our  Order  as 
authorized  by  our  C,  R.  and  It.,  and  by  referring  to  it,  we  can  find  no  authority 
for  the  court-martial  trial  and  punishment  of  a  Camp,  as  a  Camp  and  as  an 
organization,  and  applying  it  to  this  case  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  accords  to 
■every  brother  the  right  to  appear  and  defend  himself,  and  if  innocent  to  prove 
it;  and  in  this  proceeding  even  had  there  been  a  minority  in  the  (  amp  who 
voted  against  the  circular  in  question  and  who  had  in  no  sense  violated  any  rule 
or  obligation  of  our  Order,  it  would  have  been  useless  for  him  to  appear  at  this 
trial,  providing  a  majority  of  the  Camp  had  adopted  the  circular,  for  tin-  pro 
ceediug  was  directed  against  the  Camp,  as  an  organization,  and  not  against  the 
members  of  it  as  individuals. 

Entertaining  the  views  herein  expressed,  I  am  obliged  to  set  aside  and 
vacate' the  findings  and  sentence  of  the  Court  with  instructions  to  the  Division 
Commander  to  reinstate  John  A.  Andrew  Camp  No.  13. 
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The  proceedings  in  this  case  are  returned  to  Division  Commander  Leonard 
C.  Conch,  with  directions  to  proceed  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing. 

Frank  L.  Shepabd, 
Official :  Commander-in-  Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XV. 

In  the  matter  of  the  eligibility  of  a  son  of  Martin  V.  Robbins,  Sergeant  of 
Captain  Paro's  Company  F,  Dallas  County,  H.G. 

Chicago,  III.,  Feb.  9,  1899. 

Col.  John  Redmond, 

Commander  Division  of  Kansas,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

In  view  of  the  official  statement  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Hawkins  Taylor  Commission  11  The  claim  of  said 
Robbins  for  service  between  June  24,  1861,  aud  Sept.  24,  1861,  a  period  of  one 
month  and  fifteen  days,  was  allowed  as  actual  military  service  under  the 
United  States,"  I  am  of  the  opinion  and  do  so  decide  that  a  sou  of  the  said 
Robbins  is  duly  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.S.A.,  so  far  as  concerns  the  honorable  record  of  his  father  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Decision  XVI. —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  VI.-VIII.) 

In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Ritter  Camp  No.  24,  Division  of  Ohio. 

Chicago,  III.  March  15,  1899. 

The  record  in  this  appeal  shows  that  a  requisition  npou  the  Ohio  Division 
was  issued  on  Aug.  9,  1894,  by  the  Division  Commander  in  favor  of  Geo  T. 
Crawford,  amounting  to  $49  50.  There  being  no  funds  out  of  which  the 
requisition  could  be  paid  by  the  Division,  it  was  sold  by  Crawford  to  Daniel 
Ritter  No.  24.  At  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Ohio  Division, 
held  the  following  year,  the  requisition  not  having  beeu  paid,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  Encampment  providing  for  the  application  of  the  per  capita  tax 
due  from  the  Camp  to  the  payment  of  the  requisition,  such  application  not  to 
exceed  $15  00  per  year.  From  July,  1895,  to  April,  1898,  the  per  capila  tax  of 
Camp  24  amounted  to  $33.89,  which  was  allowed  to  be  paid  for  the  several 
quarters  by  applying  it  on  the  requisition  held  by  the  Camp.  The  Camp  failed 
to  send  in  reports  for  per  capita  tax  for  the  July  and  October,  1898,  quarters, 
but  ask  that  the  Division  Commander  credit  the  Camp  with  payments  of  per 
capita  tax  on  the  requisition  held  by  it.  This  the  Commander  refused  to  do, 
and  by  his  Division  Order,  No.  7,  suspended  Camp  24  for  failure  to  forward 
reports  and  per  capita  tax  for  the  two  preceding  quarters.  From  this  order  of 
suspension  Camp  24  appeals  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

To  maintain  the  organization  of  our  Order  the  payment  of  clues  is  required 
of  its  members,  which  clues  are  divided  into  the  per  capita  tax,  amounting  to 
sixteen  cents  per  capita  per  year  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  the  amount  fixed 
by  the  various  Divisions  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Division,  and  the  balance 
for  the  support  of  the  Camp  to  which  the  member  belongs.  The  amount  and 
manner  of  payment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  per  capita  tax  is  under  the 
original  and  exclusive  control  of  and  is  regulated  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief, 
which  is  the  supreme  authority  of  our  Order.  The  Commandery-in-Chief 
vests  in  the  several  Divisions  and  Camps  the  authority,  within  certain  limita- 
tions, to  fix  the  amount  of  Division  per  capita  tax  and  Camp  dues  respectively 
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The  amount  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  per  capita  tax  from  each  member 
which  is  paid  by  him  in  the  form  of  dues  to  the  Camp,  is  received  by  the  offi- 
cers of  his  Camp  for  the  purpose  of  remittance  to  the  officers  of  his  Division. 
They  receive  it  for  the  purpose  of  remittance  to  the  officers  of  the  Comraandery- 
in-Chief.  Any  excess,  over  and  above  the  Commandery-in  Chief  per  capita  tax 
and  the  Division  per  capita  tax  paid  by  the  member  in  the  form  of  due-  ie 
under  the  control  of  the  Camp  to  -which  he  beloims  Likewise,  any  excess  in 
the  form  of  per  capita  tax  paid  by  the  officers  of  the  Camp  to  the  Division, 
above  the  four  cents  per  capita  tax  per  quarter  due  to  the  Commandery-in  Chief, 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Division.  But  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  the 
Camp  or  the  Division,  or  the  officers  of  either,  to  remit  the  per  capita  tax  due 
to  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  or  to  divert  it  from  the  purpose  for  which  every 
member  of  our  organization  is  required  to  pay  it  by  our  Constitution.  If  a 
Division  or  the  officers  of  a  Division  can  remit  the  per  capita  tax  required  of  a 
Camp  to  the  Division,  including  the  Commandery-in-Chief  per  capita  tax,  or 
provide  for  its  application  to  the  paymeut  of  a  requisition  held  by  a  Camp 
against  the  Division,  then  the  only  way  to  keep  the  Camp  and  its  members  in 
good  standing  in  the  Order  would  be  for  the  Division  to  pay  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief  per  capita  tax  out  of  funds  received  from  other  sources  The  Division 
Commander,  in  this  ..case,  claims  that  he  has  not  the  funds  to  pay  this  tax. 
Furthermore,  if  the  action  of  the  Division  Encampment  in  this  case  was  valid 
with  reference  to  Camp  24,  it  would  be  proper  for  a  Division  to  take  like 
action  with  every  Camp,  which  might  have  a  claim  agaiust  the  Division. 
Following  this  out,  suppose  this  Division  should  be  indebted  to  all  of  its 
Camps  and  should  vote  to  allow  each  Camp  to  apply  its  per  capita  tax  upon  its 
claim  against  the  Division  In  such  a  case  the  Division  would  have  absolutely 
no  resources  to  meet  the  per  capita  tax,  without  considering  the  other  expense* 
and  fixed  charges,  and  the  Division,  Camps  and  membership  would  necessarily 
lose  life  in  the  Order,  and  the  Commandery-in-Chief  be  deprived  of  its  tax  for 
which  it  had  provided  and  Avhich  had  been  paid  by  the  members  in  accordance 
with  such  provision.  Of  course  the  Division  would  be  liable  to  the  Camps  for 
the  amount  of  their  claims,  as  the  Division  is  liable  to  Camp  24  in  this  case  for 
the  amount  of  the  requisition,  but  the  Division  can  pay  the  obligation  only  out 
of  its  own  resources,  and  the  Camp  can  subject  to  its  payment  only  the 
property  of  the  Division. 

The  principle  invoked  in  this  decision  must  have  controlled  in  decision 
XXV.  reudered  by  Commander-in-Chief  Maccabe,  p.  25,  13th. 

Following  the  suggestions  herein  set  forth,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
action  of  the  Division  Encampmeut,  in  so  far  as  it  sought  to  specifically  divert 
and  apply  the  Commandery-in-Chief  per  capita  tax  to  the  payment  of  its  Divi- 
sion debts,  was  void,  and  that  the  Camp  should  pay  to  the  Division  officers,  for 
remittance  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  officers,  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
per  capita  tax  for  the  July  and  October,  1898,  quarters  and  subsequent  quarters; 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  is  not  approved;  the 
appeal  herein  is  dismissed;  the  order  of  Division  Commauder  E.  H.  Archer  is 
sustained,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  proceed  in  accordance  with  the 
foregoing. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General . 

Opinion  VI. 

In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Hitter  Camp  No.  24,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, Massillon,  Ohio. 

Indianapolis,  Ind  ,  March  9,  1899. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in- Chief. 
Sir:  I  have  examined  the  record  in  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Hitter  Camp  No. 
24,  from  the  Order  of  Commander  E.  H.  Archer_suspcnding  said  Camp,  and 
submit  the  following  :  — 
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Section  4  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  provides  that  Division 
Commanders  may  suspend  delinquent  Camps  in  their  discretion,  for  failure  to 
make  quarterly  reports  or  to  perform  any  other  duties  required  of  them  by  the 
Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  etc.  The  record,  which  is  not  disputed, 
shows  that  this  Camp  for  two  quarters  failed  to  make  a  report.  In  that  case 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  the  Division  Commander  to  suspend  the  Camp 
until  such  reports  are  made.  If  General  Order  No.  7  of  the  Ohio  Division  should 
have  suspended  said  Camp  on  the  separate  ground  of  failure  to  make  reports 
then  this  appeal  would  be  of  no  avail. 

However,  paragraph  5  of  the  General  Order  suspends  the  Camp  for  "  being 
in  arrears  for  report  and  payment  of  per  capita  tax."  The  cause  assigned  is  a 
double  one  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Commander  assumes  to  suspend  the 
Camp  for  the  single  reasou  that  there  had  been  a  failure  of  reports.  It  remains, 
therefore,  for  ns  to  examine  the  record  and  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  per 
capita  tax  was  paid,  in  contemplation  of  law.  If  the  Camp  was  in  arrears  for 
per  capita  tax,  then  the  suspension  for  the  cause  assigned  in  paragraph  5,  Gen- 
eral Order  No.  7,  was  right  and  proper.  If  the  capita  tax  was  paid  then  the 
double  assignment  of  cause  fails  and  the  camp  was  wrongly  suspended 

An  examination  of  the  record  seems  to  support  a  finding  that  Daniel  Rit- 
ter  Camp  No.  24  was  the  rightful  owner  of  the  requisition  against  the  Ohio 
Division  and  that  the  action  Avas  taken  by  the  1S95  Encampment,  allowing  the 
requisition  to  be  applied  ou  the  per  capita  tax  of  the  camp  not  to  exceed  fifteen 
dollars  ($15.00)  per  year,  and  that  said  requisition  was  so  accepted  and  honored 
by  all  Division  Commanders,  since,  with  the  exception  of  Commander  Archer, 
and  it  is  not  disputed  that  the  balance  of  said  requisition  sufficient  to  meet  the 
payments  of  per  capitals^  was  still  owing  to  said  Camp.  If  such  were  not  the 
fact  evidence  would  be  easily  deducible  to  dispute  the  same. 

The  action  of  the  Division  Encampment  in  1S95  seems  plainly  to  have  been 
to  the  effect  that  the  Division  gave  credit  to  the  amount  of  the  requisition  to 
Daniel  Bitter  Camp  No.  24.  This  there  is  no  doubt  it  had  the  right  to  do,  and 
such  credit  was  properly  applicable  to  the  payment  of  indebtedness  from  the 
Camp  to  the  Division.  The  Division  seems  by  its  own  act  to  have  so  applied 
the  debt,  and  it  seems  clear  that  the  Camp  had  the  right  to  have  the  debt  so 
applied.  At  the  time  of  the  suspension  the  Camp  then  was  not  in  arrears  in 
the  payment  of  per  capita  tax. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Camp  was  liable  to  suspension  for  failure  to 
make  reports,  but  not  for  "  beiug  in  arrears  with  reports  and  payments  of  per 
capita  tax."  There  is  no  question  but  the  Division  is  entitled  to  reports  from 
the  Camps.  Otherwise  the  commander  could  not  ascertain  how  to  apply  the 
credit  of  the  Camps  on  the  books  of  the  Division.  The  Camp  should  be  held  to 
strict  accountability  for  its  reports,  and  should  be  suspended  in  case  of  failure 
to  make  them,  but  we  do  not  think  this  Camp  can  be  suspended  on  the  ground 
for  non-payment  of  per  capita  tax. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  W.  Noel, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 

Opinion  VIII. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  March  17,  1899. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepaud, 

Commander-in-Chief,  84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Dear  Sir :  Yours  of  the  15th  enclosing  opinion  in  the  matter  of  the  appeal 
of  Daniel  Ritter  Camp  No.  24,  Division  of  Ohio,  received.  I  did  not  deem  it  neces- 
sary in  the  receut  opinion  rendered  by  me  to  argue  the  question  which  is  argued 
in  your  opinion.  Otherwise  I  would  have  set  out  some  reasons  which  I  think 
would  have  led  you  to  a  different  conclusion.  The  matter,  however,  is  now 
done  and  I  suppose  will  not  be  recalled. 

Upon  the  theory  laid  down  in  your  opinion,  if  a  member  pays  his  dues  to 
the-Camp  he  thereby  puts  himself  iu  good  standing  with  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  whether  the  Camp  pays  or  not,  and  if  the  proper  portion  of  his  dues  do 
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not  go  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  it  would  be  by  reason  of  some  one's  mis- 
appropriation. You  will  see  by  Article  3  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations that  the  per  capita  tax  is  assessed  by  the  Division  against  the  Cainp 
and  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  against  the  Division.  The  language  I  admit 
is  somewhat  ambiguous,  but  I  think  the  only  construction  which  could  be  placed 
upon  it  is  that  the  tax  is  assessed  against  the  Camp  or  the  Division  the  amount 
of  the  tax  being  determined  by  the  members  in  either. 

You  also  see  by  another  section  of  the  Constitution  that  dues  may  be  re- 
mitted by  the  Camp  in  certain  cases.  In  that  case  then,  what  becomes  of  the 
per  capita  tax  due  the  Commandery-in-Chief  ?  On  the  principle  laid  clown  in 
your  decision  the  Commandery-in-Chief  would  lose  the  per  capita  tar  and  the 
Camp  would  not  be  liable  for  it.  This,  however,  is  not  the  law,  and  the  Camp 
must  pay  per  capita  tax  to  the  Division  on  all  of  its  members  in  good  Btandlng 
and  the  Division  in  turn  must  pay  per  capita  tax  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
on  all  members  in  good  standing,  whether  the  Camps  have  remitted  dues  to 
members  or  not.  if  the  funds  were  kept  separate  and  were  required  by  law  to 
be  kept  separate,  and  if  the  liability  for  ptr  capita  tax  to  the  Division  was 
against  the  member  instead  of  the  Camp,  then  I  submit  that  the  decision  as  ren- 
dered would  be  correct,  but  Article  III.  of  the  Constitution  does  not  so  state 
It  is  well  known  that  the  per  capita  tax  fund  is  not  kept  separate  and  that  the 
per  capita  tax  is  paid  both  by  the  Camp  and  Division  out  of  the  general  funds, 
and  we  know  that  the  Division  does  not  set  aside  the  pn-  capita  tax  as  it  is 
paid  in.    It  loses  its  identity  in  the  general  funds  from  which  all  debts  are  paid. 

It  cannot  be  argued  that  the  credit  given  to  Camp  No.  24  by  reason  of  n 
debt  recognized  by  the  Division,  amounted  to  the  remission  of  per  capita  tax. 
It  simply  amounted  to  the  prepayment  of  per  capita  tax.  Of  course  it  cannot 
be  disputed  that  the  payment  of  per  capita  tax  is  a  primary  liability  and  its  pay- 
ment should  not  be  jeopardized,  but  itcannot  be  said  in  good  conscience  that 
the  credit  which  Avas  given  three  or  four  years  ago  must  lose  its  priority,  per- 
mit the  running  expenses  of  the  Division  to  be  paid  and  then  be  vacated  by  the 
General  Order  of  the  Commander  of  the  Division  upon  the  theory  that,  not 
having  funds  out  of  which  to  pay  the  per  capita  tax,  having  exhausted 
them  in  the  running  expenses  of  the  Division,  lie  can  go  back  past  the  recent 
debts  which  have  been  paid  and  make  a  new  charge  against  Camp  '21  whose 
debt  was  liquidated  and  satisfied.  Neither  equity  nor  any  principle  of  law  would 
permit  such  a  proceeding.  Of  course  the  Division  cannot  remit  the  per  capita 
tax,  and  the  decision  of  General  Maccabe  is  not  in  point,  either  in  fact  or  in 
principle.  The  proceeding  in  this  case  is  not  a  remission  of  per  capita  tax,  nor 
is  it  a  remissiou  of  dues  It  is  the  repudiation  of  the  requisition  drawn  by  the 
Division  upon  its  general  funds  and  accepted  in  payment  of  the  debt  due  not  to 
any  special  fund  of  the  Division  but  to  the  general  funds  of  the  Division. 

The  remote  contingency  expressed  in  the  opinion  can  have  no  bearing 
upon  the  case.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  executive  of  the  Division,  to  determine 
what  debts  shall  be  paid,  or  if  necessary  to  withhold  payment  of  some  in  order 
to  reserve  funds  necessary  for  per  capita  tax,  and  the  Commander  of  the  Divi- 
sion should  not  lose  siyht  of  the  fact  that  the  per  capita  tax  to  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief  is  a  primary  liability,  but  he  cannot  a,o  back  three  or  four  year-  and 
disturb  the  settlement  of  the  claim  upon  the  theory  that  a  portion  of  the  Order 
was  invalid  for  the  reason  that  the  per  capita  tax  is  a  separate  and  sacred  fund 
It  is  not  such,  either  by  the  law  or  the  practise  of  the  Order.  The  per  capita 
tax  is  a  liability  of  the  Camp  and  not  of  the  member,  and  according  to  the  law 
and  the  practice  of  the  Order,  is  paid  out  of  the  general  funds.  If  the  Division 
does  not  pay  the  per  capita  tax,  who  is  suspended,  the  Division  or  simply 
the  individual  members  who  are  delinquent  ?  The  answer  to  the  question 
settles  the  controversy. 

I  request  that  this  letter  be  spread  upon  the  record  in  the  case. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Jambs  W.  Nokl, 
Judge  Advocate- General. 
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Decision  XVII. — (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  VII.) 

In  re  the  court-martial  of  Folyard  D.  MacMennomy  of  Camp  No.  10,  Division 
of  Pennsylvania,  Sous  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Chicago,  III.,  March  28,  1899. 

Col.  A.  S.  MOULTHROPE, 

Commanding  Division  of  Pa. ^  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 

The  records  in  the  proceedings  of  court-martial  of  Folyard  D.  MacMen- 
nomy of  Lt.  John  T.  Groble  Camp  No.  10,  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  is  returned 
herewith  to  the  Division  Commauder. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  in  the  case  is  approved 
for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  opinion.  The  findings  and  sentence  of  the 
Court  is  set  aside  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Official :  C  omma,nder- in- Chief . 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General. 

Opinion  No.  VII. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  Folyard  D.  MacMennomy  of  Camp  No.  10, 
Division  of  Pennsylvania,  Sons  of  Veteraus,  U.S.A. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  16,  1899. 

Geu.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-  Chief. 

Sir :  — I  submit  herewith  record  in  the  case  of  the  court-martial  of  Folyard 
D.  MacMennomy  of  Camp  No.  10,  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  U.S.A.  This  record 
has  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Advocate-General  directly  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  and  not  through  the  regular  channel.  I  have  ex- 
amined the  record,  however,  and  forward  it  to  the  Commandery  with  the 
opinion,  which  I  submit  now  so  as  to  save  extra  transmission. 

I  have  examined  the  record  in  the  case  and  find  that  while  a  copy  of  the 
notice  to  the  accused  is  set  out,  there  is  no  proof  in  the  record  that  such 
notice  was  ever  served  and  the  record  therefore  is  defective  and  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  proceedings  ou  that  ground  be  not  approved. 

The  facts  set  out  in  the  record  are  not  very  definite  and  it  seems  as  if  the 
evidence  would  not  justify  the  finding,  even  if  the  record  was  not  defective  as 
to  notice  It  is  charged  that  the  accused  commenced  and  conducted  a  prosecu- 
tion without  authority  from  the  Camp.  This  is  not  a  violation  of  either  the 
rules  of  the  Order  or  the  law  of  the  land,  unless  he  fraudulently  assumed  to 
represent  the  Camp.  Any  citizen  has  the  right  to  commence  prosecution 
against  any  other  citizen  whenever  a  crime  is  committed  and  he  sees  fit  to  do 
so.  lie  is,  of  course,  at  liberty  to  abandon  that  prosecution  at  any  time  and 
in  his  duties  and  rights  as  a  citizen  he  need  not  answer  to  the  Camp  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  unless  his  act  is  treasonable  or  in  violatiou  of  the  law. 

There  seems  to  be  more  foundation  for  the  claim  that  the  accused  embez- 
zled money,  but  the  evidence  is  so  indefinite  that  it  does  not  seem,  in  the  mind 
of  the  Judu;e  Advocate-Geueral,  to  justify  the  finding.  If  the  facts  existed  it 
was  certainly  possible  to  prove  them  with  explicit  evidence.  I  recommend 
that  the  finding  be  not  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  W.  Noel, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 


Decision  XVIII. 

Chicago,  III.,  June  19,  1899. 

C  H.  E.  Moran, 

Adjutant  New  York  Division,  S.V.,  US.A., 
In  reference  to  the  basis  upon  which  the  representation  to  which  each 
Camp  is  entitled  in  the  Division  Encampment  is  determined,  I  am  of  the  opinion, 
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and  do  so  decide,  that  by  Section  2  and  Section  5,  of  Article  II.,  Chapter  III.. 
Pa^es  23  and  24  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.,  the  number  of  representatives  to  which 
each  Camp  is  entitled  in  the  Division  encampment  is  bused  upon  and  deter- 
mined by  the  First  Sergeant's  report  for  the  quarter  ending  September  3",  next 
preceding  the  election,  and  therefore,  the  Camp  mentioned  by  you  would  base 
its  representation  upon  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  riftv.  DOtwilhBtand- 
ing  the  fact  that  its  subsequent  reports  filed  prior  to  the  holding  of  the  Divi- 
sion encampment  show  a  loss  in  its  membership. 

Frank  L.  Shkpard, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General . 


Decision  XIX. 

Chicago,  III  ,  June  19,  1899. 

Col.  Geo.  S.  Whitmore, 

Commander  Maryland  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
In  the  matter  of  the  commission  to  the  Quartermaster  of  the  Maryland 
Division,  SV  ,  U.S.A.,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  and  so  decide,  that  the  Quarter- 
master of  the  Maryland  Division,  being  an  elective  officer,  should  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Frank  L.  Siiki'akd 

Official:  Command  r- in- Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General . 


Decision  XX. —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XIII.) 

Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  17,  1899. 

Col.  Ralph  Sheldon, 

Commander  Neiv  York  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 
In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  proceedings  against  John  Abar,  of  R.  J. 
Myers  Camp  No.  35,  Division  of  New  York,  I  herewith  hand  yon  Opinion  XIII., 
of  the  Judge  Advocate  General.  I  concur  in  the  opinion  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  hereby  approve  the  finding  of  ihe 
court  and  the  sentence  imposed.  You  are  hereby  directed  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect  at  once. 

Frank  L.  SnitPARD, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 

Opinion  XIII. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  John  Abar,  Camp  No.  35,  Division  of 
New  York,  S. V.,  U.S.A. 

Indianapolis,  Ind  ,  Aug.  15,  1S99 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir  •  I  have  examined  the  record  in  the  court-martial  of  John  Abar, 

Camp  35,  Division  of  New  York,  S.V.,  U.S.A.,  and  find  that  the  accused  was 
dulv  served  with  notice  of  the  charges  and  proceedings  against  him,  and  that 
the  proceedings  were  in  due  form,  and  that  the  finding  of  the  court  is  sustained 
by  the  evidence.  ,  .  .. 

I,  therefore,  recommend   that  the  fiuding  and  sentence  of  the  court 

be  approved. 

Yours  verv  respectfully, 

James  W«  Nokl, 
Judge  Advocate- General 
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Decision  XXI. —  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XIV.) 

Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  17,  1899. 

Col.  Geo.  H.  Bailey, 

Commander  Division  of  New  Jersey,  S.  V,,  U.S.A. 
I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  -XIV.,  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  iu- 
answer  to  your  question  submitted  July  5,  1899,  relative  to  the  amount  to  be 
collected  for  the  reinstatement  of  a  dropped  member  arising  in  Daytou  Camp, 
No.  5,  of  your  Division.    I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-Gen- 
eral, and  adopt  the  same  as  my  decision  upon  the  question  raised. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General . 


Opinion  XIV. 

Opinion  on  the  question  of  the  payment  of  arrearages  for  reinstatement. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Aug.  15,  1899. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir:  —  In  respouse  to  your  request  of  receut  date  for  au  opinion  on  the- 
question  as  to  whether  the  member  dropped  for  more  than  one  year  shall  in 
paying  his  dues  for  reinstatement,  pay  the  year's  dues  last  prior  to  his  reinstate- 
ment, or  shall  pay  the  year's  dues  which  accrued  at  the  time  of  his  delinquency, 
I  have  examined  the  question  with  some  interest  and  tind  no  precedent  in  the 
Uvw  of  the  Order.  It  would  seem  at  first  as  if  a  decision  of  the  question 
would  be  an  arbitrary  one  without  either  position  being  supported  by  good 
reason,  but  we  find  that  the  C,  R.  aud  R.  provides  that  after  one  year's  delin- 
quency iu  the  payment  of  dues  the  member  shall  be  dropped.  There  are,  up  to 
the  time  of  dropping  him,  charges  made  against  him  on  the  books  of  the  Camp. 
IE  he  does  not  pay  his  arrearages  before  the  expiration  of  the  year  he  is  dropped, 
but  the  year's  delinquent  dues  remain  on  the  books  as  a  charge  against  him 
and  the  amount  of  his  accrued  indebtedness  to  the  Camp.  After  one  year  there 
is  no  account  kept  by  the  Camp  with  him,  neither  does  he  derive  auy  beuefit 
from  the  Camp  or  his  relations  therewith. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Order  to  encourage  membership,  aud  to  keep 
membership  as  far  as  possible  from  being  burdensome,  and  it  seems  to  us  that 
the  purpose  of  the  law  is  that  the  member  should  be  permitted  to  put  himself 
in  good  standing  by  squaring  his  account  with  the  Camp.  His  accouut  with 
the  Camp  always  shows  him  iu  arrears  for  the  one  year,  for  the  non-payment 
of  which  he  was  dropped.  This  is  a  standing  iudebteduess  to  his  Camp  for 
Avhich  he  is  liable  and  which  can  be  collected  at  law.  It  seems  natural,  there- 
fore, that  when  he  reinstates  himself  by  the  payment  of , "one  year's  clues,  it 
should  be  the  year's  dues  Avhich  he  owes  and  for  which  he  is  delinquent.  It  is> 
a  general  rule  of  construction  that  the  law  will  not  be  arbitrarily  construed 
where  there  is  good  reason  supporting  the  construction  which  is  not  arbitrary, 
and  it  seems  to  me,  iu  constructing  the  section  rproviding  for  the  suspension, 
and  dropping  of  members  with  the  section  providing  for  the  reinstatement  of, 
members,  that  we  must  conclude  that  the  law  intends  that  the  delinquent  mem- 
ber shall,  before  he  cau  be  reinstated,  remove  the  cause  for  which  he  was 
dropped.  Any  other  construction,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  arbitrary  and 
without  foundation  in  principle.    I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

James  W.  Noel, 
Judye  Advocate- General. 
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Decision  XXII. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  E.  B.  Rockwell  of  J.  F.  Reynolds  Camp, 
No.  4,  Division  of  Pennsylvania. 

Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  28.  ly'Jft. 

Col.  S.  S.  Horn, 

Commander  Pennsylvania  Division,  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 
Tn  this  case  E.  B.  Rockwell  is  charged  with  assisting  another  member  of 
the  Camp  in  bringing  action  at  law  against  the  Camp,  and  acting  as  counsel  for 
such  member;  and  he  is  also  further  charged  with  "conduct  unbecoming  a 
member  of  the  Order,  in  his  relations  with  the  Order,"  in  that  he  used  abusive 
and  indecent  language  —  specifying  the  terms  used  —  towards  the  members  of 
his  Camp. 

No  law  of  the  Order  or  by-law  of  Camp  4,  Division  of  "Pennsylvania,  pro- 
hibits a  member  acting  as  counsel  for,  or  advising,  or  assisting  another  who 
may  bring  suit  against  the  Camp.  That  portion  of  Specification  1,  Charge  1, 
and  Specification  2,  Charge  1,  will  therefore  not  support  a  conviction. 

Specification  1  sets  np  the  nse  of  opprobrious  epithets  with  reference  to 
the  members  of  the  Camp.  The  evidence  proves  the  use  of  all  the  objection- 
able language  as  charged.  Such  conduct  is  unbecoming  a  member  in  his  rela- 
tions to  the  Order,  and  the  accused  should  receive  the  punishment  imposed  by 
the  court-martial. 

The  finding  and  sentence  in  this  case  is  therefore  approved,  and  the  said 
E.  B.  Rockwell  is  dishonorably  discharged  and  dismissed  from  the  Order  of 
Sons  of  Veterans. 

This  case  is  returned  and  you  are  hereby  directed  to  carry  the  sentence 
into  effect  at  once. 

Fraismc  L.  Shhpard . 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General. 


Decision  XXIII. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  Frank  Rockwell  of  J.  F.  Reynolds  Camp, 
No.  4,  Division  of  Pennsylvania. 

Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  28,  1899. 

Col.  S.  S.  Horn,  n  rr  tt 

Commander  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  ff.K.,  U.S.A. 

Charge  1  contains  but  a  single  specification,  viz.:  That  the  accused 
violated  a 'by-law  of  the  Camp,  which  prohibited  him  bringing  suit  against  the 
Camp,  or  its  members,  and  to  which  he  had  subscribed  at  the  time  of  His 
muster  The  specification  charges  him  with  summoning  certain  members  of 
the  Camp  but  the  evidence  shows  that  he  brought  suit  against  the  Camp  to 
rec  .ver  sick  benefits.    It  will  therefore  be  assumed  that  the  Camp  was  mcor- 

poiated^  Qf  Soag  Qf  Vetertms  makes  no  provision  in  its  laws  for  sick 

or  death  benefits  to  be  paid  to  its  members;  and  it  is  not  essential  to  the  good 
order  and  discipline  of  the  Order,  that  any  regulations  not  authorized  by  )u> 
Order!  but  which  may  be  adopted  by  a  Camp,  shall  be  enforced  by  the  dla- 
rinlinarv  oower  of  the  Order. 

P  The  Camp,  being  a  corporation,  is  amenable  to  the  law  of  the  land  apply- 
in-  to  such  organizations.  The  courts  have  always  encouraged  disputants  to 
settle  their  differences  by  arbitration  or  by  means  other  than  litigation,  when 
such  parties  can  agree  to  do  so;  but  no  court  has  ever  attempted  to  enforce 
anv  Derson to  resort  to  a  forum  not  provided  by  law,  or  to  coerce  such  a  one 
to  waWe  his  right  as  a  citizen,  to  bring  suit  for  a  redress  of  what  he  believes 


3 


34  EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 

to  be  an  injury  to  himself  or  his  property.  A  by-law  ousting-  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  courts  by  punishing  one  who  violates  the  provisions  of  that  by-law  with 
expulsion  from  the  association  has  been  held  unlawful. 

In  the  case  of  Sweeney  vs.  Rev.  Hugh  McLaughlin  Benefit  Society,  14 
Weekly  Notes  of  Cases,  466,  tried  in  the  Pennsylvania  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
a  case  very  similar  to  this,  such  a  by-law  was  held  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth;  and  a  mandamus  was  awarded,  commanding  the 
association  to  restore  to  membership  the  party  expelled.  A  like  decision  was 
reached  in  State  ex  rel.  Merchants'  Exchange,  2  Mo.  App.,  96. 

It  is  apparent  that  even  if  the  by-law  iu  question  was  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  the  Order,  the  courts  of  the  State  in  which  Camp  No.  4,  Division  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  located,  would  not  permit  it  to  be  enforced  against  a  member 
of  the  Camp. 

The  second  charge  haviug  been  withdrawn,  the  sentence  of  the  court- 
martial  should  be,  and  is  hereby  set  aside  and  vacated. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 


Decision  XXIV.— (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XI.) 

In  re  the  court-martial  of  J.  Griffith  Westbrook  of  Tappan  Camp,  No.  1,  Divi- 
sion of  New  York 

Chicago,  III.,  April  5,  1899. 

Col.  E.  W.  Estes, 

Commander  Division  of  New  York. 
The  record  in  the  court-martial  proceedings  against  J.  Griffith.  West- 
brook  of  Tappen  Camp,  No   1,  Division  of  New  York,  together  with  the  opin- 
ion of   the  Judge  Advocate-General  attached  thereto,   is  returned  to  you 
herewith. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  and  recommendations  of  the  Judge  Advocate  Gen- 
eral, aud  hereby  approve  the  findings  of  the  Court  and  the  sentence  imposed; 
and  you  are  hereby  directed  to  carry  the  sentence  into  effect  at  once. 

By  command  of 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 

Opinion  XT. 

In  the  matter  of  the  court-martial  of  J.  Griffith  Westbrook,  Camp  No.  1, 
'  (     Division  of  New  York,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  29,  1899. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief. 
Sir :  I  have  examined  the  record  in  the  court-martial  of  J.  Griffith  West- 
brook of  Camp  No.  1,  Division  of  New  York.  I  find  the  record  to  be  com- 
plete, and  to  show  that  the  accused  was  duly  served  with  notice,  that  the 
proceedings  were  in  due  form,  and  that  the  finding  of  the  court  was  sustained 
by  the  evidence. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  the  finding  and  sentence  of  the  court-rmartial 
be  approved.  • 

Very  respectfully, 

James  W.  Noel, 

i   ■.  .    "  Judge  Advocate- General. 
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Decision  XXV.—  (J.  A. -Gen.,  Op.  XII.) 

„  .  ~  x,  TT  Chicago,  III.,  June  6,  1899. 

Col.  George  N.  Howard, 

Commanding  Division  of  Massachusetts,  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 
r  u  tbT  matter  of  the  court-martial  proceedings  against  C.  E  Uoots  of 
John  P.  Lovell  Camp  (Saugus),  No.  92,  Division  of  Massachusetts,  S.V., 
U.b.A.,  on  the  charge  of  violation  of  his  pledge  given  at  the  time  of  his 
installation  as  quartermaster-sergeant  of  said  Camp,  the  specification  being 
"misappropriation  of  Camp  funds  and  the  failure  to  turn  over  the  same  to  tile 
successor,"  opiniou  No.  12  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Noel  is  hereby  approved 
I  affirm  the  finding  of  the  court,  the  sentence  imposed  and  approve  the  recom- 
mend ai  ion  of  the  Division  Commander,  aud  direct  that  Division  Commander 
George  N.  Howard  carry  the  same  into  effect 

A     .  Frank  L.  Shf.pard, 

uniciai:  Cowmander-in-C 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General . 


Opinion  XII. 

ts,  Ci 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  5,  1899. 


In  the  matter  of  court-martial  of  C.  E.  Roots,  Camp  No.  92,  Division  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 


Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Comma  nder-in- Chief 
Sir :  I  have  examined  the  record  in  the  case  of  the  court-martial  of  C.  E. 
Roots  of  Camp  No.  92,  Division  of  Massachusetts.  I  find  the  record  to  be 
complete,  that  the  proceedings  were  in  due  form,  and  that  the  finding  of  the 
Court  was  sustained  by  the  evidence.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  findings 
and  sentence  of  the  court  be  approved. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Jambs  w.  Noel, 
Judge  Advocate-General 

Decision  XXVI. 

In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Division  Commander. 

Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  28,  1899. 

Col.  Ralph  Sheldon, 

Commander  Division  of  New  York  S.  V.,  U.S.A. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Division  'of  New  York  passed 
a  resolution  providing  that  all  stationery  of  the  Division  should  bear  the  stamp 
of  the  International  Typographical  Union  and  be  printed  by  printing  estab- 
lishments having  the  same.  The  Division  Commander  held  the  resolution  to  be 
unconstitutional,  and  from  this  decision  the  appeal  is  made. 

At  the  Sixteenth  National  Encampment  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  Commaudery-in-Chief  :  — 

"  That  we  recommend  that  the  members  of  the  Corumanderv-in-Chief,  as 
individuals,  use  their  influence  to  induce  the  members  of  the  various  Divisions 
to  subscribe  for  and  support  the  worthy  organs  now  being  published  in  our  inter- 
ests by  brothers  of  the  Order,  and  that  the  printing  of  the  Order  be  given  to 
the  fraternal  press  in  all  instances  where  it  can  meet  competition." 

This  resolution  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  is  blading  upon  the  subor- 
dinate branches  of  the  Order,  and  as  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Division 
Encampment  of  New  York  contravenes  the  provisions  of  this  resolution,  it 
must  be  held  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  and  it  is  so  held,  and  the  appeal 
is  therefore  dismissed  and  the  decision  of  the  Division  Commander  sustained. 

Frank  L.  Shkpard 

Official :  Commander-in-  Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 
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The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports 
under  the  rule. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  (assuming  command)  :  Brothers,  the 
next  thing  in  order  is  the  report  of  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief 
Cox. 

Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  Cox  submitted  and  read  the 
following  report :  — 

REPORT   OF  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Members  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  : — 

•  Brothers : —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report 
as  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  do  any  official  work,  during  my 
term,  except  to  inspect  Headquarters  of  the  Connecticut  Division, 
which  I  found  in  excellent  condition. 

I  desire  to  recommend  to  this  Encampment  the  resolution  pre- 
sented by  Past  Captain  F.  G.  Blakeslee  of  G-.  A.  Stedman  Camp,  No. 
6,,  Hartford,  Conn.  : — 

Whereas,  During  the  late  war  with  Spain,  a  number  of  our  brothers, 
emulating  the  example  of  their  fathers,  served  their  country  by  entering  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  fittiDg  that  such  patriotic  service  should  be  recognized 
by  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. ;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  directed  to  have  prepared  a 
suitable  decoration  to  be  known  as  the  War  Cross,  and  to  present  the  same  to 
each  member  of  the  Order  in  good  standing,  who  served  in  the  United  States 
Army,  Navy  or  Marine  Corps,  regular  or  volunteer,  during  the  Spanish  War 
and  was  honorably  discharged  therefrom. 

DESIGN  OF  WAR  CROSS. 

The  War  Cross  of  the  Order  shall  consist  of  a  bronze  cross  of  the  same 
design  as  that  worn  by  past  captains,  suspended  by  means  of  a  specially 
designed  ribbon  from  a  bronze  bar  containing  the  words,  "  Spanish  War," 
said  bar  to  be  surmounted  by  the  emblem  of  the  rising  sun,  in  the  rays  of 
which  the  word  "  Veteran  "  shall  appear. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  E.  Cox, 
Senior  Vice- Commander-in- Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  report  of  the  Senior  Vice-Com- 
mander-in-Chief will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports; 
under  the  rule. 

The  next  business  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Junior  Vice-Com- 
mander-in-Chief.   Have  you  a  report  to  make,  Brother  Green? 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief :  Commander,  the  Junior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief  has  no  report  to  make. 


REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief :  Then  we  will  listen  to  the  report  of 
the  Adjutant-General  which  is  next  in  order. 

Adjutant-General  Abbott  submitted  and  read  the  following 
report :  — 

REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chiefs  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
The  moment  has  arrived  in  our  official  relations  when  I  am  called 
upon  to  render  an  account  of  the  important  trust  you  reposed  in  me, 
in  appointing  me  your  Adjutant-General.  The  temptation  lor  one 
who,  in  former  years,  was  so  closely  identified  with  the  building  up  of 
our  organization,  to  digress  from  what  should  naturally  be  the  limits 
and  boundaries  in  a  report  of  this  character,  is  very  great,  and  should 
I  trespass  therefrom,  I  trust  you  will  overlook  that,  as  you  have  so 
many  times  in  the  past  overlooked  my  failings. 

WASTE  PAPER. 

Among  the  supplies  received  from  my  predecessor  were  several 
hundred  weight  of  old  letters,  records  and  books,  etc.,  accumulated 
^ince  the  early  days  of  the  Order,  which  could  be  of  no  possible  value 
in  the  future,  and  which  would  require  valuable  space,  and  call  for 
expense  of  packing  and  freightino-  each  year,  with  no  hope  of  their  ever 
again  being  serviceable  to  the  Order.  These  were  carefully  sorted  and 
those  of  any  possible  value  retained  and  the  balance  destroyed. 

RECORDS. 

The  several  books  of  record  appertaining  to  my  department, 
which  I  received  from  my  predecessor,  have  been  maintained  through 
the  year. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  department  of  the  Adjutant- 
General,  twenty-three  dispensations.  There  have  also  been  issued 
eight  General  Orders,  two  circulars,  and  eighteen  Special  Orders,  copies 
of  which  accompany  this  report.  Charters  for  ninety-four  Camps  have 
also  been  issued  ;  the  table  pertaining  to  the  same  also  accompanies  this 
report. 

TABLES. 

Tables  1,  2,  3  and  4,  herewith  attached,  are  the  Adjutant-General's 
Consolidated  Reports  for  the  quarters  ending  September  30  and  Decem- 
ber 31,  1898,  and  March  21  and  June  30,  181)9. 

Table  No.  5  is  the  recapitulation  showing  gains  and  losses. 

Table  No.  6  is  the  Roster  of  Division  Commanders,  1899-1900. 

Table  No.  7  is  the  table  of  applications  for  Camp  charters  oy 
Divisions. 

Table  No.  8  is  the  inventory  of  property  in  Adjutant-General  a 
headquarters. 
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RECEIPTS. 

The  cash  book  shows  the  receipts  of  the  Adjutant- General's  office 
to  have  been : 

For  per  capita  tax  $4,858.21 

For  charter  fees  182.00 

CARD  INDEX. 

At  a  considerable  expenditure  of  labor  and  some  money,  a  card 
index  system,  providing  for  the  complete  record  of  a  Camp  from  the 
approval  of  the  application,  to  its  standing  at  the  end  of  every  quarter, 
has  been  installed.  Heretofore  the  records  of  individual  Camps  have 
been  scattered  through  several  volumes,  and  the  quarterly  standing 
could  only  be  found  by  searching  the  Adjutant's  consolidated  reports, 
but  now  at  a  moment's  notice  the  entire  record  of  a  Camp  can  be 
inspected  at  a  glance,  which  will  be  a  great  saving  of  time  to  my  suc- 
cessors and  will  keep  the  records  much  more  complete.  Colonel  Archer 
of  Ohio  deserves  credit  for  introducing  this  system  to  the  Order,  and 
each  Division  would  do  well  to  adopt  it. 

OFFICIAL  QUESTIONS. 

There  has  been  but  one  official  question  submitted  to  the  Council- 
in-Chief  during  your  term  of  office,  which  was  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  date  of  holding  this  Encampment.  The  Council  were 
unanimous  in  supporting  the  date  recommended  by  you.  The  canvass 
of  the  vote  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council-in-Chief  for  verification. 

DIVISION  BY-LAWS. 

The  only  by-laws  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  were  from  the  Divisions  of  California  and  Washington.  Both 
were  approved,  the  latter  with  some  minor  corrections  to  make  them 
conform  to  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

CHANGES  IN  FORMS. 

Several  of  my  predecessors  have  recommended  changes  in  Forms 
37  and  49  to  agree  with  the  present  usages  of  the  Order.  I  earnestly 
add  my  recommendation  to  theirs,  and  admit  my  surprise  that  my  im- 
mediate predecessor,  who  made  these  same  recommendations,  now  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  department  where  such  alterations  are  made,  has 
failed  to  carry  out  his  own  recommendations. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Seventeenth  Annual 
Encampment,  it  was  required  that  a  roll  of  those  members  of  the  Order 
who  served  in  the  Spanish- American  War  should  be  published  with  the 
proceedings  of  that  Encampmeut.  It  became  evident  that  it  would  not 
be  practical  to  delay  the  publishing  of  the  proceedings  until  the  names 
for  the  required  roll  could  be  obtained.  It  was,  therefore,  deemed  ad- 
visable that  the  proceedings  should  be  promulgated,  and  the  Roll  of 
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Honor  be  published  subsequently  in  the  form  of  a  supplement,  which 
has  been  clone  and  it  is  now  ready  for  distribution.  Notwithstanding 
the  earnest  appeals  made  in  several  General  Orders,  it  was  with  °reat 
difficulty  that  the  names  for  this  Roll  of  Honor  have  been  obtained,  and 
its  publication  was  delayed  until  the  last  moment,  hoping  thai  some  of 
the  delinquent  Divisions  would  furnish  the  necessary  information.  As 
it  is,  the  Roll  is  very  incomplete,  but  no  blame  should  be  attached  to 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  officers.  Many  Camp  officers  were  derelict  in 
forwarding  these  reports,  aud  many  of  those  received  were  so  meagre 
in  data,  and  the  handwriting  so  undecipherable,  that  the  Roll,  unfortu- 
nately, shows  omissions,  discrepancies  and  errors.  However,  defi- 
cient as  it  is,  it  is  iocleed  a  Roll  of  Honor,  and  gives  great  credit  to  our 
Order.  Hereafter,  it  cannot  be  successfully  maintained  that  the  rank 
and  file  of  our  membership  is  deficient  in  true  patriotism  or  unwilling  t<> 
emulate  the  worthy  example  of  our  illustrious  fathers.  The  flag  for 
which  they  fought  will  never  want  for  defenders.  The  fathers  may 
peacefully  sleep,  for  their  boys  are  on  guard. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  the  Division  Encampments  of 
Illinois,  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana.  My  visit  to  the  latter  Division 
was  more  or  less  official  in  character,  owing  to  the  dereliction  of  the 
officers  of  that  Division  at  that  time.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  state  thai 
the  Division  at  this  time  is  in  the  hauds  of  competent  officers  who  are 
earnest  and  thorough-going,  and  whose  ambition  is  not  personal,  but 
for  the  good  of  the  Order.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  be  necessary 
for  a  Commandery-in-Chief  officer  to  attend  the  nest  Encampment  of 
that  Division  under  the  circumstances  which  seemed  to  demand  such  at 
the  last  one. 

MILITARY  SERVICE. 

Practically  the  only  source  of  controversy  which  has  arisen  between 
the  headquarters  of  the  Commandery-iu-Chief  and  those  of  the  several 
Divisions  was  caused  by  the  change  in  the  Constitution,  effected  :it 
Omaha,  remitting  the  dues  of  members  of  the  Order  in  the  United 
States  service.  While  the  law,  in  spirit,  is  commendable,  the  difficulty 
of  honestly  and  justly  complying  therewith  seems  to  cause  more  trouble 
than  the  benefit  therefrom  justifies.  It  is  evidently  the  duty  of  an 
Adjutant-General  to  exact  all  the  tax  justly  due  to  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief.  Naturally  Division  Commanders  refuse  to  pay  tax  upon  mem- 
bers which  they  have  not  received.  Camp  officers  fail  to  supply 
accurate  information  as  to  who  are  entitled,  in  their  respective  Camps, 
to  receive  the  benefit  of  this  law,  simply  deducting  from  the  amount  of 
tax  for  a  certain  number  of  members,  without  specifying  their  names  or 
where  they  may  be  in  service.  The  Adjutant-General,  not  having 
the  specific  information,  declines  to  accept  this  reduction  unless  specific 
information  is  forthcoming,  and  therein  the  trouble  arises.  The  officers 
of  the  Divisions  and  the  Commandery-in-Chief  endeavor  to  perform 
their  respective  duties,  but  the  negligent  Camp  officers  cause  the  trouble. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  law  should  be  stricken  from  our  Con- 
stitution, and  do  so  recommend. 
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BADGES   FOR  SPANISH  WAR  VETERANS. 

A  much  vexed  aixl  unsettled  question  has  also  arisen  concerning 
the  badges  for  our  brothers  who  served  in  the  Spanish-American  war. 
The  resolution,  as  it  passed  the  last  Encampment,  provided  that  the 
Commander-in-Chief  should  have  such  a  badge  prepared,  and  that  it 
should  be  carried  in  stock  by  the  Quartermaster- General.  Many  mem- 
bers of  the  Order,  and  some  Division  officers,  labor  uuder  the  impression 
that  these  badges  should  be  furnished  free  of  expense  to  Camps.  Some 
1  Hi  ther  act  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  should  make  this  matter  clear. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  the  expeuse  should  not  be  borne  either  by  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  or  the  Divisions.  Even  the  meagre  records 
that  we  have  been  able  to  secure  show  that  fully  2,000  members  would 
lie  entitled  to  these  badges.  A  badge  that  would  be  appropriate,  and 
that  a  member  would  be  proud  to  wear,  cannot  be  provided  for  less 
than  about  sixty  cents,  and  it  is  easy  to  estimate  that  the  present  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  would  not  warrant  such  an 
outlay.  Concerning  this  badge,  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it 
should  be  distributed  with  the  greatest  of  care,  that  the  more  difficult  it 
is  to  obtain,  and  the  more  importance  we,  as  an  organization,  attach  to 
it,  the  more  will  it  be  prized  by  the  one  who  receives  it.  Each  badge 
should  be  numbered,  and  a  record  should  be  kept,  showing  to  whom 
each  badge  so  numbered  is  given,  and  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
certificate  signed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  under  the  seal  of  the 
Commaudery,  setting  forth  the  service  of  the  brother  and  his  affiliation 
in  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans.  The  delay  in  preparing  these  badges 
heretofore,  has  been  owing  to  the  want  of  information  as  to  the  num- 
ber which  would  probably  be  required.  Furthermore,  you  desired  that 
the  material  from  which  they  should  be  made  should  be  captured  Span- 
ish cannon,  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  such  without  an  act 
of  Congress,  final  action  was  necessarily  deferred. 

REPORTS. 

The  bane  of  every  Adjutant-General  has  been  the  consolidated  re- 
ports as  received  from  the  various  Division  headquarters.  It  seems 
almost  impossible  for  Division  officers  to  prepare  their  reports  correctty, 
and  the  many  errors  appearing  therein  are  apparently  clue  to  pure  care- 
lessness. Not  six  Divisions  in  the  roster  have,  during  the  past  year, 
sent  in  reports  which  were  correct  in  every  particular.  I  do  not  men- 
tion this  with  the  expectation  that  any  law  can  be  passed  which  will 
better  this  state  of  affairs,  but  with  the  hope  that  it  may  impress  some 
of  those  present,  who  are  Division  Commanders,  or  expect  to  be,  with 
the  importance  of  seeing  that  their  subordinates  perform  their  duties 
more  accurately. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  a  condition  of  affairs  which 
is  evident  in  compariug  my  consolidated  reports  for  the  four  quarters  of 
the  official  }'ear  just  closing.  Judging  from  the  falling  off  in  the  June 
quarter  from  the  March  quarter  of  this  year,  one  would  naturally  pre- 
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sume  that  the  membership  had  sustained  a  terrible  loss.    This,  however, 
is  more  apparent  than  real.    In  fact,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  has 
been  any  perceptible  loss,  but  between  the  close  of  the  March  quarter 
and  that  of  the  June  quarter  there  was  a  change  of  administration  in 
nearly  all  of  the  Divisions.     It  is  but  natural  that  each  retiring  Com- 
mander should  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  to  secure  a  report  from 
every  Camp  in  his  Division  at  the  close  of  his  administration,  that  bis  dual 
report  may  redound  as  much  to  his  credit  as  it  possibly  can.    1 1  i .-^ 
successor  being  equally  ambitious  to  make  a  good  showing  at  the  close 
of  his  administration,  immediately  upon  his  assuming  office  proceeds 
to  prune  down  the  membership  of  his  Division  to  the  lowest  point  he 
conscientiously  can,  and  during  the  following  three  quarters  will  labor 
gradually  to  get  his  negligent  and  delinquent  Camps  into  line.    He  is, 
therefore,  very  prompt  in  closing  up  his  consolidated  report  for  his  first 
quarter  which,  unfortunately  for  the  showing  of  the  Adjutant-General, 
is  the  latter's  last  quarter.    It  is  a  fact  that,  with  the  exception  of 
three  Divisions,  not  one  Commander  held  open  his  Juue  report  to  the 
limit  of  time  given  him  by  the  Adjutant-General  for  getting  in  his 
report  for  this  Encampment.    In  one  large  Division  over  a  thousand 
members  were  suspended,  and  I  am'  satisfied  from  outside  information, 
aud  from  what  the  Commander  himself  has  written  me,  that  fully  eighty 
per  cent,  if  not  more,  of  that  thousand  will  remain  in  the  Order.  If 
the  Commanders  of  Divisions  would  exercise  as  much  diligence  in  get- 
ting in  their  reports  for  the  first  quarter  of  their  administrations  as  they 
do  for  the  last,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Adjutant-General's  report  for 
the  last  quarter  of  his  term  would  show  more  correctly  the  strength  of 
the  Order  than  it  does  under  the  present  conditions.     You  assumed 
command  on  Sept.  14,  1898,  and  the  report  for  September  30  shows  :i 
membership  of  28,946.    The  report  for  the  quarter  ending  March  3 1 , 
1899,  shows  a  membership  of  slightly  over  30,000.    June  30,  1899,  the 
membership  was  a  little  less  than  27,000.    Owing  to  the  early  date  of 
this  Encampment,  the  reports  from  Divisious  beiug  sent  in  much  earlier 
than  usual,  and  for  reasons  which  I  have  already  assigned,  the  report 
for  this  quarter  does  not  show  the  actual  strength  of  the  Order.  It 
seems  fair  to  presume  that  the  September  30  report  will  show  a  mem- 
bership equal  to  that  of  one  year  ago. 

While  these  figures  do  not  indicate  as  large  a  membership  as  we 
hoped  they  would,  nor  as  we  were  justified  in  supposing  they  would, 
from  the  amount  of  work  that  has  been  expended  by  yourself  and  by 
an  excellent  Corps  of  Division  Commanders,  nevertheless,  we  should 
perhaps  be  satisfied.  We  have  sustained  a  heavy  loss  through  the 
western  Divisions,  owing  to  two  reasons.  A  large  percentage  of  our 
membership  have  been  engaged  in  the  Philippine  war,  aud  many  eli- 
gible young  men,  from  whom  we  naturally  would  expect  to  obtain 
recruits  have  also  been  occupied  there.  Furthermore,  a  careful  review 
of  the  history  of  the  Order  for  the  last  ten  years  will  impress  any  one 
with  the  fact,  that  as  we  have  curtailed  the  military  features  of  OU1 
organization  and  become  more  civic,  the  western  Divisions  have 
o-radually  shrunk  in  membership,  as  in  those  the  military  spirit  ba> 
ever  been  more  marked,  aud  the  military  features  of  the  Order,  for- 
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merly  so  attractive  to  them,  having  been  withdrawn,  they  cease  to 
become  enthusiastic  workers  in  our  organization. 

NEGLECTED  REPORTS. 

There  is  one  matter  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  through  you,  which,  while  not  pertaining 
entirely  to  the  duties  of  my  office,  nevertheless,  indirectly  affects  the 
success  of  maintaining  it.  I  refer  to  the  negligence  of  officers  in  for- 
warding the  required  reports.  Not  especially  the  consolidated  Adju- 
tant's and  Quartermaster's  reports  from  the  Division  headquarters,  but 
the  reports  of  other  Division  officers,  and  more  especially  of  Camp 
officers  to  the  Division  officers.  Our  Constitution  provides  for  but  one 
manner  of  exercising  discipline,  and  that  is  by  way  of  court-martial. 
If  our  Order  were  exclusively  and  purely  military,  I  would  hesitate  in 
suggesting  a  change  in  that  matter ;  but  as  we  are  at  present  existing, 
we  are  more  a  civic  organization  than  we  are  a  military  one,  and  I 
apprehend  that  it  would  not  be  absolutely  incongruous  for  us  to  adopt, 
for  minor  offences,  and  more  particularly  for  failure  to  perform  neces- 
sary duties,  some  other  manner  of  discipline  than  the  tedious  and 
unsatisfactory  court-martial.  There  should  be  some  means  whereby  a 
Division  Commander  could  compel  a  Camp  Commander  to  make  his 
necessary  reports,  or  relieve  him  from  such  command,  and  place  some 
other  officer  in  charge  who  would  make  the  required  reports,  without 
the  formality  of  a  court-martial.  1  would  not  recommend  degradation 
from  office,  for  the  first  offence,  at  least,  but  I  seriously  commend  to 
the  consideration  of  this  Encampment,  the  necessity  of  some  means 
whereby  a  Division  Commander  can  secure  from  his  Camp  officers  the 
reports  required  by  the  Constitutiou,  Rules  and  Regulations.  If  a 
Camp  Commander  is  made  to  realize  that,  failing  to  perform  his  duties 
in  this  particular,  the  Division  Commander  has  the  power  to  place  some 
one  in  his  office,  even  temporarily,  who  will  do  it,  I  believe  the  effect 
would  be  beneficial. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Of  recent  years  there  has  been  much  earnest  inquiry  and  discus- 
sion, looking  for  the  cause  of  the  gradual  shrinkage  in  our  membership, 
and  the  difficulties  of  increasing  it,  or  even  maintaining  it  to  its  current 
standard.  Many  causes  have  been  assigned,  many  remedies  suggested, 
some  of  which  have  been  adopted,  but  still  the  conditions  remain  the 
same.  If  I  had  one  desire  more  than  another,  in  accepting  the  posi- 
tion I  am  now  about  to  relinquish,  it  was,  if  possible,  by  the  intimate 
connection  it  would  again  give  me  with  the  Order,  to  ferret  out  the 
causes  of  our  decadeuce,  or,  rather,  the  reasons  for  our  lack  of  prog- 
ress. So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the  reasons  are  many,  and  are 
not  the  same  in  every  locality,  but  it  strikes  me  that  the  great  remedy 
lies  in  earnest,  loyal  work.  In  former  years  our  Division  Commanders 
were  fired  with  burning  enthusiasm.  They  brought  to  their  respective 
commands  the  very  best  business  ability  they  possessed.  They  were 
unselfish  in  their  devotion,  unlimited  in  their  time,  and  prodigal  in  the 
expenditure  of  their  private  purse,  a  condition  which,  unfortunately, 
does  not  prevail  at  this  time,  except  in  a  few  instances,  and  in  these 
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cases  the  results  justify  this  statement.  It  is  a  question  whether  we 
have  the  right  to  demand  such  a  sacrifice.  The  fact  that  annually 
fewer  brothers  are  coming  forward  offering  to  undertake  our  work 
under  such  burdens,  demonstrates  that  we  cannot  depend  upon  main- 
taining our  Order  in  this  manner  in  the  future.  Such  brothers  becom- 
ing more  scarce  has  left  an  opportunity  for  others  less  competent,  and 
less  willing  to  make  such  sacrifice  to  forge  to  the  front,  and  Divisions 
have  fallen  off  under  the  management  of  well  meaning,  but  incom- 
petent brothers. 

In  some  instances,  and  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  they  are  very 
few,  political  ambition  seems  to  have  been  the  sole  motive  for  securing 
honors  in  our  Order.  Invariably  the  results  have  been  disastrous. 
We  are  unfortunate  in  being  unable  to  command  the  services  of  those 
members  competent  to  build  up  and  maintaiu  our  organization.  The 
ability  required  to  build  up,  and  manage  successfully,  Divisions  like 
Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  if  employed  by  many 
organizations,  would  pay  a  good  living  salary;  and  in  proportion  to 
his  success,  good  business  judgment  would  demand  that  he  be  con- 
tinued in  his  work  so  long  as  he  met  the  requirements,  but  our  Order 
is  not  so  financially  endowed  that  it  may  properly  pay  its  officers  for 
their  labors,  and  the  practice  of  changing  each  year  would  not  justify 
a  good  business  man  in  giving  up  his  usual  vocation  and  entering  into 
a  new  one,  for  so  short  a  time.  Is  it  not  possible  that  we  are  trying 
to  maintain  too  cheap  an  organization?  Are  we  not  asking  too  much 
work  for  little  or  no  pay,  and  may  this  not  account  for  dwindling 
membership,  and  work  not  performed  ? 

Is  it  not  time  that  we  should  cease  to  be  an  organization  of  boys 
and  assume  the  dignity  of  an  organization  of  men?  No  organization 
can  be  successfully  maintained  without  the  "  sinews  of  war."  In  an 
organization  of  pure  sentiment,  where  there  is  no  financial  gain  as  a 
motive  to  induce  persons  to  become  members  or  to  maintain  a  member- 
ship, there  must  come  some  force  from  without  to  keep  interest  from 
flagging  and  to  promote  a  healthy  growth.  This  work  naturally  should 
fall  upon  Division  officers.  We  cannot  expect  them  to  bear  the  burden 
from  their  own  purses,  nor  surrender  their  usual  vocations  for  a  work 
that  pays  them  nothing.  The  result  has  been  that  in  some  Divisions 
it  has  been  necessary  to  pay  salaries  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
Division's  resources  to  get  its  clerical  work  performed.  This  has 
resulted  in  some  instances  in  seriously  crippling"  the  effective  work  of 
the  Division.  Therefore  the  attention  of  the  Encampment  is  urgently 
directed  to  the  sums  paid  by  Divisions  for  clerical  services.  By  clerical 
services  should  be  included  the  total  s*ums  paid  by  Divisions  to  their 
Adjutants  and  Quartermasters,  or  that  may  be  allowed  Division  Com- 
manders to  expend  for  clerical  services  connected  with  the  transaction 
of  Division  business. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  in  many  instances  the  largest  percentage 
of  payment  is  made  by  Divisions  whose  resources  to  meet  the  same  are 
most  limited.  While  the  larger  Divisions,  like  Pennsylvania  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, with  ample  income,  expend  a  small  percentage  of  their 
resources  for  services,  the  Divisions  numerically  smaller  ofttimes  are 
compromised  to  pay  relatively  much  larger  salaries.     In  other  words  it 


44 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


seems- to  be  the  rule  that  the  less  work  required,  and  the  less  the  ability 
to  pay,  the  greater  is  the  amount  paid.  Take,  for  example,  the 
Division  of  Indiana,  which  has  been  allowing,  up  to  this  year,  an  aggre- 
gate amount  for  clerical  services  of  $500,  with  an  annual  income  for 
per  capita  tax  of  $550,  while  the  Division  of  Massachusetts  expends  less 
than  fifteen  per  cent  of  its  income  tax  for  salaries.  The  Division  of 
Iowa  expends  nearly  eighty-five  per  cent.  True,  some  of  the  s mallei- 
Divisions  are  very  conservative  in  their  expenditures.  Such  Divisions 
as  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Michigan  and  Illinois  are  entirely 
within  bounds.  The  Divisions  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  South 
Dakota  and  Kansas  certainly  expend  more  than  good  business  judg- 
ment would  seem  to  justify,  nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  clerical  work  is 
any  better  performed  in  the  Divisions  paying  the  relatively  higher 
salaries  than  where  the  relatively  smaller  salaries  are  paid. 

The  practical  point  in  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  where  so  much  is 
expended  for  salaries,  there  is  so  much  less  left  for  building  up  the 
Division  by  organizing  new  Camps  and  bringing  into  activity  those 
which  are  moribund  and  lifeless.  In  one  Division  which  I  have  named 
the  salaries  so  completely  devoured  the  resources  that  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  left  to  meet  the  per  capita  tax  clue  the  Commanclery-in- 
Chief,  or  to  even  procure  the  necessary  stationery,  and  I  believe  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  should  assume  the  responsibility  of  placing  a 
limit  on  these  expenditures,  that  the  work  of  the  Division  may  be 
better  handled.  I  do  not  wish  it  understood  that  I  undervalue  the  ser- 
vices of  any  brother,  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  in  each  instance  the  salary 
paid  is  earned,  but  the  life  of  the  Order  and  the  Division  is  paramount 
to  all  other  interests  and  should  be  conserved.  To  that  end,  I  would 
recommend  that  an  amendment  be  made  to  the  Constitution  whereby 
at  no  time  shall  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  its  current  per  capita  tax 
received  by  a  Division  be  expended  for  clerical  services  in  transacting 
the  Division  business.  There  will  then  be  an  incentive  created  for 
Division  officers  to  keep  up  their  Camps  and  increase  the  membership, 
if  by  so  doing  their  salaries  will  be  increased  in  proportion  therewith. 
In  the  Division  of  Ohio  the  clerical  help  receives  a  certain  percentage 
of  the  gross  receipts,  and  it  seems  to  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

And  now,  sir,  in  closing  this,  my  last  official  act,  I  beg  that  you 
will  permit  me,  in  a  few  words,  though  ever  so  inadequate,  to  express 
my  deep  appreciation  for  the  continued  kindness  you  have  ever 
extended  to  me,  and  the  unfailing  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me. 
Our  official  and  personal  relations  at  headquarters  could  not  have  beeu 
more  harmonious.  Never  once  have  I  been  made  to  feel,  by  any  act 
of  yours,  that  you  were  my  superior  officer.  Had  our  positions  been 
reversed,  your  courtes}^  to  me  at  all  times  could  not  have  beeu  more 
marked  ;  and  the  only  sad  thought  that  comes  with  this  closing  year  of 
congenial  labor  is  that  which  suggests  that  it  is  about  to  cease;  and, 
though  years  may  come  and  years  may  go,  and  the  recollection  of  our 
happy  clays  and  nights  together  may  be  ever  so  strong  and  vivid,  yet, 
they  will  never  come  again.  We  have  lived  them  through ;  they  are 
history ;  they  are  gone ;  and  my  earnest  wish  and  prayer  is  that  our 
Grand  Commander  above  will  ever  guard  you  and  direct  you  in  all 
3'our  undertakings. 

G.  B.  Abiiott,  Adjutant- General. 
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Table  No.  6. 

Roster  of  Division  Commanders, 
For  the  Year  1899-1900. 


Division. 
Ala.  and  Term. 
California, 
Colorado, 
Connecticut, 
Gulf, 
Illinois, 
Indiana, 
Iowa, 
Kansas, 
Kentucky, 
Maine, 
Maryland, 
Massachusetts, 
Michigan, 
Minnesota, 
Missouri, 
Nebraska, 
New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey, 
New  York, 
Ohio, 
Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island, 
So.  Dakota, 
Vermont, 
Washington, 
W.  Virginia, 
Wisconsin, 


Commander. 
W.  F.  Bolin, 
Harry  T.  Moore, 
Geo.  S.  Milone, 
Edson  S.  Bishop, 
C.  W.  Dale, 
Will  C.  Schneider, 
H.  O.  P.  Cline, 
Will  A.  Brown, 
L.  B.  Price, 
Alex.  Hamilton, 
Edward  H.  Smith, 
Geo.  S.  Whitmore, 
Geo.  N.  Howard, 
C.  J.  Post, 
A.  O.  Allen, 
Ben.  Prack, 
J.  Howard  Heine, 
Ernest  B.  Eolsom, 
Geo.  H.  Bailey, 
Ralph  Sheldon, 
A.  E.  B.  Stephens, 
Elmer  Hardesty, 
Sam'l  S.  Horn, 
Fred.  E.  Carpenter, 
W.  A.  Morris, 
Ira  E.  Morsk, 
Charles  E.  Plimpton. 
John  W.  McClung, 
A.  G.  Braband, 


Address. 

Birmingham,  Ala. 
71  Stevenson  St.,  San  Francisco. 

Colorado  Springs. 

Norwich. 
329  S.  Liberty  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Kankakee. 

Jonesboro. 

Marshalltown. 

Mulvane. 

Newport. 

Westbrook. 
807First  St.,  N.W., Washington. 

Melrose  Highlands 
Lock  Box  151,  Grand  Rapids. 

Wells. 

101  N.  Broadway,  St.  Louis. 

Hooper. 
Dover. 

125  N.  Penn'a  Ave.,  Atlantic  City. 

33  State  St.,  Albany. 
Lincoln  Inn  Court,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Silverton. 

Easton. 

47  Washington  St.,  Providence. 

Redfleld. 
Cambridge. 


306  Broadway 


Seattle. 

Grafton. 

Milwaukee. 


Official : 


G.  B.  Abbott, 
Adjutant-  General, 
Chicago,  111. 


Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago, 
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Table  No.  7. 


Showing  Charter  Applications  Approved  and  Number  of  Applicants. 


Applications  Approved. 

Division. 

No.  of  Camps. 

No.  of  Applica 

Alabama  and  Tennessee 

...  1  

 32 

 20 

...  1  

 15 

Gulf  

...  11   

 318 

.    .    .    8    .  ... 

 167 

...  4  

.    .    .    .    .  87 

...  6  

 142 

 17 

 35 

.    .    .    .  4  

 82 

 87 

 34 

 82 

 64 

;     ....  380 

 51 

.    .  43 

 244 

 41 

 50 

 75 

 42 

 37 

.    .    .    .  2,152 
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Table  No  8. 

List  of  Furniture  Belonging  to  the  Department  of  the 
Commander=in=Chief  and  Adjutant=General. 


Cabinet  Desks. 
Letter  File  Case. 
Office  Desk  Cliairs. 
Typewriter  Table. 
Letter  Press  and  Stand. 
Seals. 

National    Commander;  Guidons, 

with  Box. 
Charter  Lithograph  Stone. 
Case  Embroidered  Corps  Marks. 


1  Typewriter  Cabinet. 
1  Office  Stool. 
6  Office  Chairs. 
1  Card  Index  Case. 
1  Yost  Typewriter. 
1  Stand  of  Colors. 
1  Headquarters  Trunk. 
1  High  Bookkeeper's  Desk. 
1  Document  Filing  Case  and  Base. 
Books  of  Record. 


1  Book  Case. 


Portraits  of  Merrill,  Abbott,  Griffin,  Webb,  Hall,  Maccabe,  Bundy, 
Russell,  Rake  and  Darliug,  and  group  of  Past  Commanders. 


GENERAL  OliUEllS. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

General  Qkdek,  \  Chicacjo,  III.,  Sept  20  imm 

No.  4  ) 

I.  Having  been  duly  elected  and  installed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth 
Annual  Eucampment  held  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept  12  to  14,  189$.  I  hereby  assume 
command  and  establish  headquarters  at  Room  No.  7,  84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

II  The  following  officers  were  duly  elected  by  the  Seventeenth  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Commaudery-in-Chief ,  and  installed,  and  will  be  obeyed  ami 
respected  accordingly  :  — 

Commander-in-Chief,  Frank  L.  Shepard,  84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111  ;  Senior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  Geo.  E.  Cox,  Hartford,  Conn  ;  Junior  Vice-Commamler- 
in-Chief,  Z.  C  Green,  White,  S.Dak.  ;  Council-in-Chief,  II.  H.  Hammer,  Reading, 
Pa.:  J.  E.  Haycraft,  Madelia,  Minn,  and  .1.  D.  Rowen,  Des  Moines,  Iowa  ; 
Quartermaster-Geueral,  Fred  E  Bolton,  947  Tremont  Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass. 

III.  Pursuant  to  the  action  of  the  Oommandery-in-Chicf  the  next  animal 
Encampment  will  be  held  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  date  thereof  to  be  designated  by 
the  Council-in-Chief . 

IV  The  following  appointments  as  start' officers  of  the  Commandery-iu-Cbief 
are  hereby  promulgated  :  — 

Adjutant-General,  Geo.  B.  Abbott,  Room  7,  84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  III  ; 
Inspector-General,  F  W.  Briggs,  Shickshinny,  Pa  ,  Judge  Advocate-General, 
James  W.  Noel,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

V.  Past  Division  Commander  William  G.  Dnstin,  Dwight,  111.,  and  Pasl 
Captain  Clark  J.  Tisdel,  Chicago,  111.,  are  hereby  detailed  as  personal  aides  in  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

VI.  In  order  to  properly  carry  on  and  expedite  the  transaction  of  official 
business  the  following  should  be  carefully  observed:  Communications  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  or  Adjutant-General  to  be  addressed  to  Room  7,  84  La  Salle 
St.,  Chicago,  111.;  all  reports  to  be  addressed  to  George  B.  Abbott,  Adjutant- 
General;  all  remittances  for  charter  fees  andjw  capita  tax  must  be  sent  to  George 
B.  Abbott,  Adjutant-General,  by  draft  on  Chicago  or  New  York  or  Chicago  post- 
office  or  express  money  orders;  all  requisitions  for  supplies  and  remittances 
therefor  must  be  sent  to  Quartermaster-General  Fred  E.  Bolton,  947  Tremont 
Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass.,  such  remittances  to  be  made  payable  to  him  and  paid  him 
by  draft  on  Boston  or  New  York  or  postoffice  or  express  money  orders. 

VII.  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  a 
special  decoration  is  to  be  designed  for  members  of  the  Order  >vho  enlisted  and 
served  in  Spanish-American  war  of  1898;  names  of  all  such  are  also  to  be  placed 
upon  a  roll  of  honor  to  be  prepared  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  To  the  end  that 
the  foregoing  may  be  carried  out  at  the  earliest  possible  date  the  Camps  are 
directed  to  prepare  and  forward  through  their  respective  Division  Commanders  a 
list  of  members  showing  record  in  the  Order  and  date  of  enlistment  and  service 
iu  the  war  of  our  country.  The  glorious  record  of  our  army  and  navy  h;i< 
renewed  the  supreme  confidence  Ave  have  entertained  in  our  government,  and  com- 
manded the  admiration  of  other  countries  in  the  strength,  intelligence  and  loyalty 
of  our  people.  The  fact  that  our  membership  has  taken  no  mean  part  in  the 
splendid  achievements  of  this  eventful  year  is  cause  sufficient  for  our  increasing 
pride  in  our  government  and  in  them,  and  should  prompt  us  to  welcome  them 
back  to  the  Camp  and  an  active  participation  iu  its  work. 

VIII  A  new  one-degree  ritual,  with  long  form  to  be  used  by  the  Camp  when 
desired,  was  adopted  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  to  go  into  effect  on  Jan  I, 
1899,  and  replace  the  three-degree  ritual  now  in  use.  The  arrangements  for  the 
exchange  of  rituals  will  be  announced  in  a  later  order. 

By  command  of 

FRANK  L  SHBPAllD, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 

G   B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant-General. 
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Chicago,  III.,  Oct.  28th,  1898. 

General  Order,  ) 
No.  5.  \ 

I.  The  following-  appointments  as  Staff  officers  of  the  Cominandery- 
in-Chief  are  hereby  promulgated: 

To  be  Surgeon-General,  F.  H.  B.  McDowell,  M.  D.,  Racine,  Wis. 
To  be  Chaplain-in-Chief,  Rev.  A.  J.  Morris,  South  Frankfort,  Mich. 
To  be  Assistant-Adjutant-General,  A.  L.  Guilford,  Chicago,  111. 
To  be  Assistant-Quartermaster-General,  Thomas  J.  Hannon,  Bos 
ton,  Mass. 

II.  There  were  but  two  constitutional  changes  adopted  at  the  recent 
Encampment  of  the  Commandei^-in-Chief  at  Omaha,  Article  XXV.  Sec. 
1,  page  78,  C.  R.  &  R.,  was  amended  to  provide  that  the  bond  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General should  be  fixed  at  .B5,000.00,  and  should  be  an  Assur- 
ance Company  bond. 

An  additional  section  (5)  was  added  to  Article  111,  page  53,  C.  R.  & 
R.,  as  follows: 

"SECTION  5.    The  dues  of  Brothers  who  serve  in  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war,  may  be  remitted 
by  the  camps  of  which  they  are  members  during  the  time 
they  are  in  the  service,  and  while  so  remitted,  Camps  and  Di- 
visions shall  not  be  required  to  pay  per  capita  tax  on  such 
members.   The  names  of  all  Brothers  whose  dues  are  remit- 
ted shall  be  reported  in  the  quarterly  return,  together  with  the 
time  during  which  said  remission  is  to  continue." 
The  question  of  having  this  section  retro-active,  was  raised  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption  but  the  encampment  took  no  action  to  that  effect. 
It  is  therefoi'e  promulgated  to  take  effect  with  the  quarter  commencing 
October  1, 1898.  The  Commander-in-Chief  decides  that  he  is  unauthorized 
to  order  this  section  effective  prior  to  this  date,  as  the  Commandeiw-in- 
Chief  itself  failed  to  do  so  when  its  attention  was  called  to  it,  and  for  the 
further  reason  that  many  Camps  have  already  made  their  September  re- 
ports and  to  secure  the  necessary  information  would  cause  delay  and  in 
some  cases  a  suspension.    In  this  connection  it  is  ordered  that  Division 
Commanders  shall  require  Camps  to  pay  the  usual  per  capita  tax  on  all 
members  in  good  standing  for  the  Quarter  ending  Sept.  30,  1898,  but 
thereafter  shall  remit  the  per  capita  tax  on  all  members  serving  in  the 
U.  S.  army  or  navy  until  discharged  from  said  service,  or  peace  is  de- 
clared.   To  secui'e  the  remission,  Division  Commanders  will  require 
Camps  to  furnish  the  name,  address,  and  date  of  muster  into  Camp;  and 
the  date  of  muster  into  the  U.  S.  service,  Company  and  Regiment  or  Ship; 
rank  (it  any)  and  location;  and  will  require  their  Adjutants  to  carefulty 
scrutinize  such  reports  to  see  that  brothers  so  reported  were  in  good 
standing  in  the  Order  at  the  time  of  muster  into  the  U.  S.  service.  A 
copy  of  these  lists  must  be  furnished  to  the  Adjutant-General  before 
January  1, 1899,  that  all  such  names  may  be  added  to  the  Roll  of  Honor 
which  is  to  be  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  recent  National  En- 
campment, and  these  lists  should  include  also  the  names,  etc.,  of  those 
who  have  served  in  the  recent  Spanish-American  war  who  may  not  now 
be  in  the  service.   The  publication  of  the  names,  name  and  number  of 
camp,  rank  in  camp  and  rank  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  of  every  member 
of  the  order  who  volunteered  in  defence  of  our  Country  in  the  late  war, 
is  mandatory  upon  the  Adjutant-General,  and  Division  Commanders 
must  forward  the  necessary  information.    These  lists  are  required  also 
for  estimating  the  probable  number  of  volunteers  from  our  Order,  for 
intelligently  providing  for  the  following,  which  was  also  adopted  by  the 
recent  Encampment. 

III.  Having  been  authorized  by  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment "to  have  prepared  a  medal  of  honor  to  be  placed  upon  the  price 
list  of  supplies  and  furnished  by  the  Divisions  to  the  soidiers  who  have 
served  in  the  U.  S.  army,  and  the  sailors  who  have  served  in  the  navy  in 
the  late  Spanish  War,  who  are  members  of  this  Order,"  it  is  hoped  that 
Division  Commanders  will  furnish  these  headquarters  with  an  approxi- 
mation of  the  number  of  medals  they  will  probably  require. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 


51 


IV.  The  headquarters  of  the  Division  of  Connecticut  have  been  re- 
moved from  Wallingford  to  Room  25,  Wilcox  Block,  Meriden,  Conn. 

V.  The  instructions  printed  on  the  inspection  blanks,  together  with 
those  issued  by  the  last  Administration,  seemed  quite  sufficient  for  the 
present  inspection  without  publishing  additional  ones  at  this  time,  es- 
pecially in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  new  Ritual  is  soon  to  go  into  use. 

VI.  Division  Commanders  will  see  to  it  that  Camps  are  prompt  in 
sending  in  quarterly  reports.  Camps  have  become  very  negligent  in 
this  particular,  and  as  reports  will  be  expected  promptly  at  these  head- 
quarters it  will  be  necessary  for  Commanders  to  be  very  diligent  in  se- 
curing prompt  returns  from  Camps. 

By  command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant-General. 


Since  last  publication,  applications  for  charters  have  been  approved,  and 
camps  mustered  as  follows: 


DATE. 

NO.  CAMP. 

LOCATION. 

DIVISION. 

NO.  OF  AP- 
PLICANTS. 

DATE  OF 
MUSTER. 

NO.  MC8- 
TEHED 

Aug.  29 

Mitchell 

So.  Dakota 

26 

Sept.  2 

Peru 

Nebraska 

16 

3 

29 

Alcester 

So.  Dakota 

16 

Sept  3 

16 

"  6 

19 

Leesburg 

Ohio 

16 

A  6 

16 

6 

Hamilton 

Ohio 

6 

23 

ii  7 

15 

Blaine 

Washington 

20 

7 

20 

7 

18 

Puyallup 

15 

"  7 

15 

"  17 

400 

Freeport 

Illinois 

62 

"  23 

62 

»  17 

116 

Peru 

19 

Oct.  4 

19 

"  21 

145 

Rome 

New  York 

43 

Sept.  30 

43 

11  30 

32 

Carthage 

15 

Oct  6 

15 

"  30 

12 

Presidio 

California 

32 

6 

32 

ct.  7 

Wilson 

New  York 

42 

"  3 

26 

Greenspringa 

Ohio 

19 

"  10 

47 

Geneseo 

Illinois 

25 

"  24 

Roaring  Springs 

Pennsylvania 

21 

"  24 

5 

Canandaigua 

New  York 

36 

"  25 

Newport 

Kentucky 

17 

Total  applicants,  440;  total  mustered,  262;  total  camps  approved,  17; 
total  camps  mustered,  10. 
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General  Order, 
No.  6. 


Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  24, 1898. 


I.  The  following  details  and  assignments  as  Assistant  Inspectors 
General  have  been  made  b}'  Inspector  General  Forrest  W.  Briggsandap- 
proved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Instructions  have  been  issued  and 
faithful  performance  of  the  dut}'  assigned  is  expected  from  each  brother: 


DIVISION. 


Ala .  and  Term. 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Gulf 

Illinois 

Indiana : 

Q.  M .  Hdqrs. 

Comdrs.  Hdqrs. 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Mains 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minuesota 
Missouri : 

Comdrs  Hdqrs. 

Q.  M.  Hdqrs. 
Nebraska 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey 
New  York 
Ohio 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania : 

Com.  &  Adjt.  Hdqrs 

Q.  M  Hdqrs. 
Rhode  Island 
South  Dakota 
Vermont 
W  ashington 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin 


ASST.  INSPECTOR  GEN. 


VV.  B. Cooper 
Frank  0.  Shipley 
Harlan  Thomas 
George  E.  Cox 
Josiah  Gross 
James  13.  Lidders 

Geo.  C  Harvey 
Frank  L.  Shepard 
James  D.  Rowen 
W.  Y  Morgan 
T    Z.  Morrow,  Jr. 
FredE  Bolton 
H-  H.  Hammer 
Arthur  B .  Spink 
G.  B.  Abbott 
J.  E.  Haycraft 

Fred  E.  Ernst 
R.  Loebenstein 
Moses  P.  O'Brien 

James  Lewis  Rake 
Dr.  L.  H.  Hendee 
Don  C  Cable 


F.  W.  Briggs 
Jas.  M.  Mathews 
Leonard  C  Couch 
Z.  C.  Green 
E  T.  Griswold 
Harry  Rosenhaupt 

Rev.  W.  J.  Patton 


RANK. 


Past  Division  Com. 


Sr.  Vice  C.-in-C. 
Past  Div.  Com. 
Past  Capt. 

Past  Div.  Com. 
Com.  in  C. 
C'ncil-in-C. 
Past  Div.  COm. 

Q.  M.  General 
C'ncil-in-Chief 
Past  Division  Com. 
Adjutant  General 
C'ncil-in-Chief 

Past  Div.  Com. 


Past  C.-in-C. 
Division  Surgeon 
Past  Div.  Com. 


Inspector  Gen. 
Division  Com. 

Jr.  Vice  C.-in-C 
Past  Division  Com. 


Past  Division  Com. 


ADDRESS . 


Kuoxville.  Tenn. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Denver,  Col. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Rock  Island,  111. 

Dmville,  Iud. 
Chicago,  111. 
Des  Moines,  la. 
Hutchinson,  Kas. 
Somerset,  Ky. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Reading,  Pa. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Chicago,  111. 
Madelia,  Minn. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Warrensburg,  Mo. 
Omaha,  Nebraska 

Reading,  Pa. 
Palmer,  Mass. 
Nelsonville,  Ohio 


Shickshinny,  Pa . 
Trenton,  New  Jersey 
Tauuton,  Mass. 
White,  South  Dakota 
Bennington,  Vt. 
Spokane,  Wash. 

Marinette,  Wis. 


II.  The  new  ritual  authorized  by  the  last  Encampment  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief  will  be  ready  for  distribution  January  1,  1899,  and  will 
lie  furnished  free  in  exchange  for  the  present  rituals  to  such  camps  as 
make  reports  and  are  in  good  standing  for  the  quarter  ending  December 
31,  1898.  Each  camp  is  permitted  to  have  five  rituals.  Division  Com- 
manders will  direct  their  Camp  Commanders  to  forward  to  Division 
headquarters  the  five  rituals  which  their  respective  camps  have,  sealed 
and  with  postage  prepaid  as  first  class  matter,  enclosing  an  equal 
amount  of  stamps  for  prepa3ring  the  postage  on  the  new  rituals.  Divis- 
sion  Commanders,  upon  receiving  the  old  rituals  from  camps,  will  de- 
tach pages  35  and  37,  and  forward  the  same,  sealed,  to  the  Quartermaster 
General,  and  destro}^  the  remainder  of  the  ritual.  Upon  receipt  by  the 
Adjutant  Genei'al  of  the  consolidated  reports  and  per  capita  tax  from 
the  several  Division  headquarters,  the  Quartermaster  General  will  sup- 
pi  y  the  Division  ''ommanders  with  the  requisite  number  of  rituals  for 
their  respective  Divisions,  free,  for  only  such  camps  as  have  promptly 
made  reports  and  paid  per  capita  tax  and  are  in  good  standing  for  the 
quarter  ending  December  31,  1898. 

III.  The  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  again  earnestly  di- 
rected to  the  following,  espeeiall}'  to  the  manner  of  making  remittances: 

"Communications  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  or  Adjutant  General 
to  be  addressed  to  Room  7.  84  LaSallo  St. .  Chicago,  111.,  all  reports  to 
bo  addressed  to  G.  B.  Abbott,  Adjutant  General ;  all  remittances  for 
charter  fees  and  per  capita  tax  must  be  sent  to  G.  B.  Abbott,  Adjutant- 
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«™«  '  y  dla"  oa  Chicago  or  New  York  or  Chicago  postoffice  or  ex- 
press money  orders ;  all  requisitions  for  supplies  and  remittances 

TremontR^bVe?tt0^Uarterm?Ster  Gene«*  Fred  E.  Bolton  947 
Iremont  tfidg    Boston,  Mass.,  such  remittances  to  be  made  payable 

^nimaQdpaid^mbr,draftoQBo^ouor  N«w  York  or  postothce  or 
express  money  orders . " 

IV.  The  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  earnestly  directed 
to  the  supplies  they  should  have  on  hand  at  headquarters.  At  this  time 
ot  the  year,  when  the  organization  of  new  camps  should  be  in  active  one- 
ration,  there  should  be  enough  supplies  on  .hand  at  Division  headquar- 
ters to  make  up  camp  packets  promptly.  The  Quartermaster  General  is 
not  required  to  provide  camp  packets.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  this 
time  ot  the  year  the  Quartermaster  General  is  estimating  and  ordering 
supplies  for  the  ensuing  year  Commanders  are  requested  to  send  in  their 
requisitions  at  once  for  such  supplies  as  are  believed  will  be  required  to 
last  them  through  the  remaining  months  of  their  respective  administra- 
tions. 

V.  The  bonds  of  the  Quartermaster  General  and  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  have  been  duly  approved  by  the  Council-in-Chief,  and  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  chairman  thereof. 

VI.  Division  Commanders  will  call  the  attention  of  camps  to  the 
necessity  of  commencing  early  preparations  for  the  proper  observam  <• 
of  Union  Defenders'  Day,  February  12.  Our  order  has  been  invited  by 
the  National  Monument  Committee,  which  is  organized  for  the  erection 
of  a  national  memorial  to  the  dead  heroes  of  the  Cuban  battlefields  and 
the  Martyrs  of  the  Maine,  to  hold  special  services  in  connection  with 
that  worthy  and  loyal  cause,  and  your  Commander-in-Chief  believes  it 
wise  and  fitting  that  these  services  should  be  observed  in  connection 
with  Union  Defenders'  day,  and  to  that  end  appropriate  suggestions  will 
be  issued  by  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  through  proper  channels  to  the  van 
ous  camps  of  the  order.  It  is  hoped  that  the  order  will  enter  into  the 
spirit  of  these  memorial  services  with  that  true  loyalty,  fervor  and  en- 
thusiasm, which  has  ever  characterized  the  spirit  of  the  organization  in 
its  efforts  to  pay  tribute  to  our  country's  defenders.  Mark  well  the  date 
and  prepare  to  make  a  record  of  which  all  may  be  justly  proud. 

VII.  The  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  again  directed  to 
the  preparing  of  the  roll  of  honor  of  those  members  of  the  order  who 
served  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  referred  to  in  section  2,  General 
Order  No.  5,  current  series.  Let  these  rolls  be  carefully  and  promptly 
prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

VIII.  Past  Judge  Advocate  General  K.  K.  Gould  has  prepared  a 
digest  of  the  opinions  and  decisions  of  the  various  Commanders-in-Chief 
and  Judge  Advocates  General.  This  work,  which  costs  but  a  nominal 
sum,  was  commended  by  the  recent  National  Encampment  as  a  credit- 
able compilation  and  officers  and  members  of  the  order  were  urged  to 
procm-e  it.  With  a  copy  of  this  digest  in  the  camp  room,  man}' doubtful 
questions  can  be  quickly  and  satisfactorily  determined,  many  erroneous 
rulings  avoided  and  much  correspondence  with  the  Division  and  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief  headquarters  concerning-  constitutional  points  will  be- 
come unecessary.  These  books  can  be  procured  through  the  Division 
Quartermaster  from  the  Quartermaster  General. 

IX.  Parsons  O.  Hardy,  of  Camp  No.  117,  Division  of  Massachusetts, 
was  court-martialed  on  charges  of  "violation  of  obligation  given  at  time 
of  muster  and  at  time  of  assuming  office,"  of  "disobedience  to  the  Consti- 
tution, Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  order,"  and  of  "conduct  unbecom- 
ing a  member  of  the  order  in  his  relations  to  the  order."  Found  guilty 
and  sentence  of  suspension  from  the  order  for  one  )rear  from  October  20, 
1898,  approved.    Proper  record  will  be  made  on  black  books. 

Charles  D.  Henry,  of  Camp  No.  28,  Division  of  Illinois,  was  court 
martialed  on  charges  of  "conduct  unbecoming  a  member  of  the  order 
in  his  relations  tolhe  order,"  and  of  "disobedience  to  the  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  order."  Found  guilty  and  sentence  of  dis- 
honorable discharge  approved.  Proper  record  will  lie  made  on  black 
books. 

X.  Commanders  of  Divisions  will  require  the  several  installing 
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officers  to  furnish  duplicate  reports  of  installations  on  Form  23  to  the 
Adjutant  General  through  the  Division  Adjutant.  In  case  no  duplicate 
is  made  at  the  time  of  the  installation,  the  Division  Adjutant  should  be 
required  to  make  a  duplicate  report  for  the  Adjutant  General. 

XI.  Division  Commanders  will  require  mustering-  officers  of 
camps,  in  making-  out  their  reports,  to  write  the  names  of  those  mustered 
very  legibly  and  accurately  to  guard  against  errors  in  the  writing  of 
charters.  In  every  case  the  charter  fee  should  accompany  the  applica- 
tion for  approval,  and  the  application  should  also  be  returned  with  the 
mustering  officer's  report  to  the  Adjutant  General  after  the  camp  has 
been  mustered. 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant  General. 
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„  Chicago,  III.,  Jan.  25,  1899. 

General  Order, 
No.  1. 

I.  Circular  No.  1,  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  is  hereby  authorized  and 
promulgated. 

II.  There  accompanies  herewith  suggestions  for  a  memorial  service 
from  the  National  Monument  Committee  for  the  commemoration  of  the 
heroes  who  perished  in  the  recent  war  with  Spain  and  the  martyrs  of  the 
Maine,  together  with  a  roll  for  the  insertion  of  the  names  (and  amounts) 
of  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  contribute  towards  the  advancement  of 
this  worthy  cause.  In  case  for  want  of  time  or  any  other  reason,  the 
camps  may  deem  it  advisable  to  hold  a  special  service  from  that  of  De- 
fenders' Day,  the  same  will  be  entirely  proper.  However,  what  services 
may  be  held  should  be  carefully  recorded  and  prepared  by  some  person 
selected  by  the  camp  competent  to  do  so,  and  forwarded  through  the 
Division  headquarters  to  the  Adjutant  General,  together  with  the  roll  of 
contributors  and  amounts.  Not  only  were  a  large  percentage  of  the  vol- 
unteers who  recently  responded  for  the  defense  of  the  country  at  the  call 
of  the  president  in  our  war  with  Spain  sons  of  Union  soldiers,  but  mem- 
bers of  our  organization,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  and  indeed  it  is  urgently 
desired,  that  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  should  make  a  prompt 
and  vigorous  response  to  the  request  of  this  committee  The  objects  of 
our  order,  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  the  earnestness 
of  our  work  in  the  cause  of  Lo3'altj',  can  be  no  more  positively  demon- 
strated or  clearly  impressed  upon  our  countrymen  than  by  a  hearty  and 
loyal  response  in  commemorating  the  heroism  of  our  brothers  and  their 
comrades.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  Camp  in  the  Order  will  fail  to  take 
some  action  or  be  placed  upon  record  in  this  matter.  Concerning  any 
contributions  made  by  brothers,  while  not  called  upon  to  contribute 
largety  towards  this  monumental  fund,  they  may  secure  help  among 
their  more  favored  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  the  names  of  the  con- 
tributors will  be  placed  upon  record  and  deposited  in  a  proper  receptacle 
with  the  tributes  and  record  services  held  and  preserved  forever  for  pos- 
terity. Such  contributions  should  be  secured  through  the  three  elective 
officers  of  the  camp,  acting  as  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  or  by  a  com- 
mittee of  prominent  and  well  known  citizens  who  will  act  with  them. 
The  total  amounts  secured  should  be  forwarded  in  one  draft,  express  or 
postoffice  order,  made  pa3'able  to  the  Division  Commander,  who  will  for- 
ward the  same  in  bulk  to  the  Quartermaster  General,  Fred  E.  Bolton,  947 
Tremont  Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass.  Owing  to  the  brief  time  Division  Com- 
manders will  realize  the  importance  of  forwarding  this  order,  accompanied 
by  the  circulars  of  the  National  Monument  Committee,  immediately  to 
the  Camps  of  their  respective  Divisions. 

III.  The  following  Division  Encampments  are  announced:  That  of 
Rhode  Island  at  Woonsocket,  Feb.  7;  that  of  New  Jersey  at  Cainden,  Feb. 
15  and  16;  that  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston,  Feb.  21  and  22. 

IV.  The  names  of  the  Past  Commanders-in-Chief,  Grand  Division 
Commanders  and  Division  Commanders,  as  well  as  those  delegates  who 
attended  the  last  National  Encampment,  have  heretofore  been  upon  the 
special  mailing  list  of  the  Adjutant  General.  Accompanying  the  last 
General  Order  issued  from  these  headquarters  was  a  request  for  the  cor- 
rect address  and  the  name,  number  and  location  of  the  Camps  of  which 
these  respective  brothers  are  members  in  good  standing.  Many  re- 
sponses have  been  received  by  the  Adjutant  General,  and  it  is  const  rued 
thatthosewho  failed  to  respond  do  not  care  to  receive  the  Orders, circulars 
or  official  documents  which  maybe  issued  from  these  headquarters. 
However,  those  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  last  Order  or  this  one 
will  be  continued  upon  the  mailing  list. 

V.  Many  camps  have  neglected  to  report  the  names  of  their  mem- 
bers who  served  in  the  recent  Spanish-American  war  to  be  placed  upon 
the  roll  of  honor  soon  to  be  issued  from  these  headquarters.  K  is  es- 
sential that  the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  order  Bhall  be  sustained  and 
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no  Catup  Commander  fulfills  his  obligation  given  at  the  time  of  his  in 
stallation  unless  he  sees  to  it  that  every  member  of  his  camp  who  is  en 
titled  to  this  honor  should  receive  it,  and  eveiy  Division  Commander 
must  require  each  Camp  Commander  to  report  and  at  once,  in  compliance 
■with  the  latter  part  of  Sec.  II,  of  General  Order  No.  5,  series  of  1898. 

VI.  Carlisle  R.  Clarke,  of  John  A.  Logan  Camp,  No.  25,  Division  of 
Illinois,  and  former  Division  Commander,  was  court-martialed  on 
charges  of  "disobedience  of  the  constitution,  rules  and  regulations"  and 
"Conduct  unbecoming  a  member  of  the  order  in  his  relations  to  the 
order."  Found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge  approved, 
Proper  record  will  be  made  upon  black  books. 

By  command  of 

FRANK  L  SHEPARD; 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief 
G.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant  Genera' 
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Chicago,  III.,  May  10, 1899. 

General  Ordek 
No.  2 
Series  1899. 


On  February  5,  1899,  Col.  James  A.  Sexton,  Cominander-ia-Chief  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  died  at  Washington,  D.  C,  while  serv- 
ing- as  a  member  of  the  War  Investigating  Committee  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Commander-in-Chief  Sexton  rendered  faithful  and  distinguished 
service  as  a  soldier  during  the  great  civil  war,  and  during  the  inter- 
vening years  has  borne  an  honorable  and  prominent  citizenship  under 
the  Government  which  he  had  helped  to  maintain.  His  exalted  patriot- 
ism and  fervent  loyalty,  his  earnest  heart,  though  genial  and  kind,  were 
conspicuous  among  those  rare  <malities  that  made  him  near  and  dear 
to  all. 

Our  Order  mourns  with  the  Grand  Arm)' which  he  so  worlhil y  led. 


I.  Circular  No.  2,  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  is  hereby  authorized 
and  promulgated. 

II.  The  following  Commanders  of  Division  have  been  elected 
r  ince  last  General  Orders: 

Rhode  Island,  Frederic  E.  Carpenter,  Providence. 
New  Jersey,  George  H.  Bailey,  Atlantic  City. 
Connecticut,  Edson  S.  Bishop,  Norwich. 
Massachusetts,  Geo.  N.  Howard,  Melrose  Highlands. 
Nebraska,  J.  Howard  Heine,  Hooper. 
New  Hampshire,  Ernest  B.  Folsom,  Dover. 
W.  Virginia,  Jno.  W.  McClung,  Grafton. 
Kansas,  L.  B.  Price,  Mulvane. 

III.  The  following  Division  Encampments  are  announced; 
Alabama  and  Tenn.  May  10  and  11,  Rockwood,  Tennessee. 
Missouri,  May  11  and  12,  Kirksville. 

Illinois,  May  15,  16  and  17,  Danville. 

Kentucky,  May  15  and  16,  Newport. 

Wisconsin,  May  16,  17  and  18,  Milwaukee. 

Maryland  and  D.  C.  May  22  and  23,  Washington,  D.  C. 

California,  June  5,  San  Francisco. 

South  Dakota,  June  7,  8  and  9.  Hot  Springs. 

Indiana,  June  7,  8  and  9,  Shelbyville. 

Pennsylvania,  June  13,  14  and  15,  Hazelton. 

Iowa,  June  14  and  15,  Waterloo. 

Maine,  June  14  and  15,  Bucksport. 

Oregon,  June  21,  22  and  23. 

Washington,  June  21,  22,  23  and  21,  Seattle. 

New  York,  June  27  and  28,  Utica. 

Ohio,  July  6  and  7,  Columbus. 

IV.  The  Commanders  of  the  following  Divisions  only  have  pro- 
vided these  headquarters  with  the  Roll  of  Honor,  (members  of  our  Order 
who  enlisted  for  the  Spanish-American  war,)  of  their  respective  Divi- 
sions and  in  many  instances,  these  are  incomplete.  Nothing  can  In- 
done  towards  providing  a  "Service  Badge,"  or  publishing  the  Roll,  un- 
til the  delinquent  Divisions  furnish  the  necessary  information:  Connec- 
ticut Illinois,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Maine.  Maryland.  Minnesota,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Washington,  Wisconsin 
and  Colorado. 

V  The  proceedings  of  tbeSeventeenth  Annual  hnenmpment  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief,  (Omaha.)  have  been  published  and  can  be  pro- 
cured from  the  (Quartermaster  General,  Fred   h.  Bolton,  01,  r.emont 
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Building,  Boston,  Mass.,  through  Division  headquarters,  forwarding 
ten  cents  each  for  postage.  Members  of  the  Omaha  Encampment  may 
order  direct  sending  the  requisite  postage. 

VI.  Several  Divisions  are  still  delinquent  in  forwarding  reports 
due  the  Adjutant  General,  the  Inspector  General  and  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral. Division  Councils  and  installing  officers  of  Divisions,  should  see 
to  it  that  ALL  reports  and  the  Roll  of  Honor  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  officers  before  the  retiring  Commander  and  his 
staff  are  relieved  from  duty  and  the  Commander  elect  installed. 

VII.  Such  Divisions  as  have  not  yet  adopted  by-laws  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  their  respective  Divisions,  shouldnot  fail  to  do  so  at  the  com- 
ing Encampment,  and  submit  the  same  for  approval.  The  by-laws  of  the 
following  Divisions  only  are  on  fileat  these  headquarters:  Connecticut, 
Kentucky,  Kansas,  Maine,  Michigan,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  South  Dakota,  Washington,  Rhode 
Island  and  Nebraska. 

VIII.  The  Commander  of  the  Division  of  Oregon,  (A.  Q.  Desart,) 
having  left  that  Division  without  leave  of  absence,  and  his  whereabouts 
being  unknown,  by  special  order  from  these  headquarters,  Junior  Vice 
Commander,Walter  Ross,  of  Eugene,  Oregon,  has  been  placed  in  full 
command  until  the  meeting  of  the  coming  Division  Encampment  when 
the  Division  Council  will  elect  a  Commander  to  complete  the  official 
year. 

IX.  Reuben  Schwarts,  of  Thomas  J.  Stewart  Camp,  No.  72,  Division 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  tried  by  Court  Martial,  on  charges  of  "violation  of 
obligation"  and  "misappropriating  camp  funds,"  found  guilty,  and 
sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge  approved. 

Harry  T.  Wheeler,  of  Greble  Camp  No. 10,  Division  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  tried  by  Court-Martial,  on  the  charge  of  "conduct  unbecoming  a 
member  in  his  relations  to  the  order,"  found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  dis- 
honorable discharge  approved. 

Wm.  A.  Teeter,  af  Meade  Camp  No.  46,  Division  of  Ohio,  was  tried 
by  Court-Martial  on  the  charge  of  "committing  a  scandalous  crime 
against  the  law  of  the  land,"  found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  dishonorable 
discharge  approved. 

J.  Griffin  Westbrook,  of  Tappen  Camp  No.  1,  Division  of  New  York, 
was  tried  by  Court-Martial  on  the  charge  of  "committing  a  scandalous 
crime  against  the  law  of  the  land,"  found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  dis- 
honorable discharge  approved.  Proper  record  of  the  foregoing  will  be 
made  upon  black  books. 

X.  W.  E.  Clark,  Camp  No.  202,  of  Manistique, Division  of  Michigan, 
is  hereby  given  honorable  mention  and  the  thanks  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  for  its  contribution  of  $40.84,  in  response  to  his  request  on  behalf 
of  the  National  Monumental  Committee.  This  fund  is  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  monument  to  those  who  died  for  the  honor  of  our  country 
in  the  war  for  humanity  against  Spain  and  among  whom  were  many 
members  of  our  Order  and  it  is  the  intention  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
shall  have  a  special  tablet  on  which  shall  be  either  our  badge  or  coat-of 
arms.  This  Camp  was  the  first — and  so  far  as  these  headquarters  are 
informed — the  ONLY  one  to  respond.  It  is  anxiously  hoped  that  this 
worthy  example  will  soon  be  followed  by  others. 

XI.  Retiring  Division  Commanders  will  please  call  the  attention 
of  their  respective  successors  to  Sec.  7,  Art.  VII,  Chapter  V,  Page  61,  C. 
R.  &  R.,  and  also  inform  them  of  the  law  which  requires  a  50-cent  docu- 
mentary revenue  stamp  attached  to  such  bond  to  make  it  valid. 

By  command  of  ■ 

FRANK  L.  SHE'PARD, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief 
GEO.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant  General. 
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Since  last  publication,  applications  for  charters  have   been  ap- 
proved, and  camps  mustered  as  follows: 


DATE. 

CAMp  NO 

LOCATION. 

1898 

Nov.  7 

9 

Shubert 

"  15 

156 

Sciota 

"  25 

34 

Coats 

"  28 

3 

East  Barre 

"  29 

157 

Oceola  Mills 

Dec.  2 

65 

Corning 

55 

Weldon 

"  21 

97 

Coatesville 

"  28 

72 

Centralia 

"  28 

10 

Laconia 

"  28 

28 

Poy  Sippi 

1899 

.Tan.  2 

305 

Elwood 

19 

20 

Wells  River 

"  2 

29 

Poughkeepsie 

7 

248 

Canp  McKinzie 

"  26 

10 

Flandreau 

"  27 

203 

Manlius 

"  28 

16 

Pascoag 

Feb.  3 

129 

Haverhill 

"  1(1 

30 

Newton 

it  yi 

oc 
ob 

Stonehatn 

"  18 

11 

Churchville 

41  no 

onn 
£*  IU 

Flnora 

Mar.  1 

25 

Clifton 

"  3 

53 

Canaan 

>l  4 

27 

liuiltora 

"  16 

306 

Osgood 

"  21 

287 

New  Hartford 

"  21 

288 

Waterloo 

"  21 

4 

lne  Dalies 

"  21 

308 

Scipio 

"  22 

73 

Findlay 

"  22 

1  Of) 

18:2 

Hamilton 

"  23 

309 

Augusta 

"  27 

76 

Leigh 

Apr.  7 

153 

Minora 

8 

62 

Republic 

"  )0 

68 

Cedar  Vale 

"  13 

17 

Monson 

"  15 

326 

Fairmount  Sprngs 

"  18 

249 

Dowagiac 

"  24 

221 

Little  Falls 

"  27 

327 

Williamsport 

"  27 

31 

Iola 

"  27 

38 

Coldwater 

"  27 

14 

Walnut  Grove 

"  29 

100 

Chicago 

May  4 
6 

Springfield 

191 

Dundee 

8 

■■9 

Morrisville 

9 

3 

Danville 

9 

119 

Hooper 

"  10 

lb* 

Herman 

"  10 

3 

Freemont 

DIVISION. 


NO.  OK  AP 
ALICANTS 


Nebraska 

Pennsylvania 

Kansas 

Vermont 

Pennsylvania 

New  York 

Illinois 

Pennsylvania 

Illinois 

N.  Hampshire 
Wisconsin 

Indiana 
Vermont 
New  York 
(Georgia)Mich 
So.  Dakota 
New  Y<>rk 
Rhode  Island 
Massachusetts 
Kansas 

Massachusetts 
New  York 
Indiana 
Ohio 

Connecticut 
Maine 
Indiana 
Iowa 

Oregon 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Indiana 

Nebraska 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Maine 

Pennsylvania 
Michigan 
New  York 
Pennsylvania 
Kansas 

Minnesota 

Illinois 

So.  Dakota 

New  York 
ii  it 

Illinois 
Nebraska 

Wisconsin 


16 
22 
19 
24 
15 
19 
16 
28 
28 
26 
19 

25 
19 
19 
7; 
29 
26 
19 
15 
27 
2i 
16 
22 

n 

15 

16 

20 

15 

33 

23 

16 

20 

>8 

22 

16 

21 

34 

29 

19 

18 

16 

41 

17 

16 

30 

17 

57 

16 

21 

n 

32 
16 
34 
18 


DATE  OF 
MUSTER. 


Oct.  21 
Nov.  19 
Jan  9 
July  21 
Dec.  12 
•  21 
"  23 
ii  2 

Feb.  15 
Jan.  2 
"  20 

"  15 
"  21 
Dec.  13 
"  25 
Feb.  17 
Jan.  18 
Feb.  4 
Mar.  1 
Apr.  4 
Jan.  24 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  9 
18 

"  30 
"  18 
"  23 

Feb.  23 
"  27 

May 

Mar.  25 

Apr.  15 
r'  8 

Mar.  4 
"  31 

Apr.  17 


Apr.  21 

Apr.  22 
"  29 

Apr.  29 


NO.  MC8- 
I  l.KhD. 


16 
16 
16 
18 
14 
21 
15 
28 
58 
17 
17 

22 
19 
19 
71 
46 
22 
16 
16 
20 
21 
19 
18 
27 
15 
15 
22 
15 
33 
23 


18 
15 
21 

34 
19 


16 
20 

57 


Total  applicants,  1,241:  total  camps  approved,  45 
Total  mustered,  including  former  approvals,  1,116 
Total  camps  mustered,  including  former  approvals,  48. 
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EIGHTEENTH  A  NN  UA  L  E  NO  A  MP  ME  NT. 


Chicago,  III,,  June  21, 1899. 

General  Order  ) 
No.  3  f 
Series  1899  ) 


I.  Death  has  once  again  invaded  the  ranks  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  and  taken  from  it  a  Past  Commander-in-Chief  and  a  Constitutional 
Life  Member.  With  a  profound  sense  of  sorrow  it  is  my  sad  duty  to  an- 
nounce to  the  Order  the  death  of  its  founder  and  most  valued  friend, 
Major  A.  P.  Davis,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  which  occurred  at  his  home  on  May 
21,  1899.  The  life  of  Father  Davis,  as  he  was  familiarl}7  known  through- 
out the  order,  was  typical  in  every  sense  of  the  true  American  patriot, 
descending  through  a  line  of  ancesters,  who  were  eminentty  identified 
with  the  establishment  and  progress  of  American  independence  and 
liberty,  from  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  through  every  war  and 
struggle  to  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  He  himself  served 
both  in  the  army  and  navy,  winning  therein  honor  and  distinction.  He 
was  a  member  of  all  the  American  patriotic  societies;  including  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  so  anxious  was  he  for  the  perpetuity 
and  continuance  of  the  principles  of  these  associations  that  he  success- 
fully undertook  the  founding  and  promoting  of  the  order  of  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  and  its  welfare  and  success  was  ever  the  ambition  of 
his  heart.  His  life  is  worthy  of  example  and  by  it  we  should  each  of  us 
be  encouraged  to  renew  our  work  for  liberty  and  humanity  and  the 
maintainance  of  our  country  and  its  free  institutions.  The  order  will 
deeply  feel  his  loss,  and  its  profound  sympathy  goes  out  to  his  wife,  his 
family  and  his  immediate  friends,  who  feel  his  loss  so  keenty,  and  in 
token  of  our  sorrow  for  his  loss,  it  is  ordered  that  for  30  da}rs  following 
the  reading-  of  this  order  in  Camps,  the  charter  and  altar,  when  in 
session,  shall  be  draped  in  mourning. 

Maj.  John  E.  Mills,  a  life  member  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and 
a  member  of  Camp  No.  129,  Division  of  Massachusetts,  died  at  his  home 
in  Bradford,  on  May  9,  at  the  age  of  83  years.  He  was  without  a  doubt 
the  oldest  son  of  a  veteran  in  our  order.  He  had  a  father  and  four  sons 
besides  himself  in  the  war  of  1861-5,  and  was  an  active  member  of  his 
Camp  up  to  within  a  very  short  time  of  his  death.  The  Division  of 
Massachusetts  was  proud  to  honor  this  member  of  our  order,  and  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  was  pleased  to  make  him  a  life  member  of  that 
body.  The  whole  order  joins  in  S3rmpathy  with  the  Division  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  loss  of  this  distinguished  and  aged  brother. 


II.  By  a  vote  in  the  Council-in-Chief  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  18th  encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  will  convene  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  September  7,  8  and  9,  1899. 
The  location  of  headquarters  and  the  place  of  holding  the  encampment 
and  other  important  details  will  be  announced  later. 

III.  Since  the  publication  of  the  last  order  Commanders  of  Divi- 
sions have  been  elected  as  follows: 

Alabama  and  Tennessee,  W.  E.  Bolin,  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Missouri,  Ben  Prack,  101  N.  Broadway,  St.  Louis. 
Illinois,  Will  C.  Schneider,  Kankakee. 
Kentucky,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Newport. 
Wisconsin,  A.  G.  Braband,  306  Broadway,  Milwaukee. 
Maryland,  G.  S.  Whitmore,  807  First  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

California,  Harr}^  T.  Moore,  71  Stevenson  St.,  San  Francisco. 

Indiana,  H.  O.  P.  Kline,  Jonesboro. 

Pennsylvania,  S.  S,  Horn,  Easton. 

Iowa,  W.  A.  Brown,  Marshalltown. 

Maine,  Edward  H.  Smith,  Westbrook. 

Michigan,  C.  J.  Post,  Grand  Rapids. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 


Gl 


IV.  Division  Commanders  are  reminded  that  pages  35  and  37  of 
the  old  three-degree  ritual  must  be  returned  without  delay  to  the  Quar- 
termaster General,  by  mail  or  express,  prepaid,  in  equal  number  for  the 
new  rituals  received.  Failure  to  make  return  for  these  vouchers  will 
cause  the  cost  of  all  new  rituals  issued  to  Divisions  be  charged  to  their 
account  on  the  books  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  and  will  deprive  the 
representatives  of  such  Divisions  of  seats  in  the  18th  Annual  Encamp- 
ment of  fhe  Commandery -in-Chief,  if  such  account  is  not  settled  in  full 
prior  to  that  time. 

V.  The  committee  on  transportation  for  the  Eighteenth  Annual 
Encampment  at  Detroit  is  a  follows: 

Adj.  Gen.  G.  B.  Abbott,  84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago. 

Q.  M.  Gen.  Fred  E.  Bolton,  917  Tremont  Bldg.,  Boston. 

Col.  R.  Loebenstein.  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

Col.  E.  H.  Archer,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Col.  R.  M.  J.  Reed,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

VI.  C.  E.  Root,  of  John  P.  Lovell  Camp,  No.  92,  Division  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  tried  by  court-marshall  on  the  charge  of  "Violation  of  his 
pledge  taken  at  the  time  of  assuming  office  as  Quartermaster  Sergeant 
of  his  camp,"  found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge  ap- 
proved.   Proper  record  of  the  foregoing  will  be  made  on  black  books. 

Hy  command  of  " 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
GEO.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant-General. 
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EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

947  TREMONT  BUILDING, 

Boston,  Mass,,  Feb.  1, 1899. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.  V.,  U.  S.A., 

Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report 
for  the  term  beginning  on  the  15th  day  of  September,1898,  and  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1898: 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


CASH  RECEIVED  FROM: 
Past  Q.  M.  Genl.  Lobenstein.$  890.88 

Received  for  supplies   .696.90 

Received  for  P.  C.  tax  1,125.70 

Received  for  charter  fees  ....  39.50 


PAID  FOR: 

Supplies  (including  cost  of 
shipping)  $ 

Office  expenses  

General  expenses  

General  orders  

Salaries  

Seventeenth  National  En- 
campment  

Traveling  expenses  

Miscellaneous.  

Cash  on  hand  


$  2,752.98 


153.61 
391.12 
191.71 
20.00 
800.00 

46.00 
7.00 
3.44 
.'  1,140.10 

$  2,752.98 

$  980.07 


December  31,  1898.    Supplies  on  hand,  as  per  inventory 
GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  DECEMBER  31,  1899. 

ASSETS:  LIABILITIES: 

Various  Divisions  $      9.44  Various  Divisions  $  34.67 

Furniture   481.95  Surplus   2,573.89 

Supplies   980.07 

Cash   1,140.10 


$2,611.56 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS,  DECEMBER  31,1895 
LOSS: 

General  Orders. .... 

Salaries  

Traveling  Expenses 


 $  20.00 

  800.00 

  7.00 

Office  expenses   391.12 

General  expenses   191.71 

Seventeenth   National  En- 
campment  46.00 


PROFIT: 

Charter  fees  

P.  C.  tax  

Supplies  Profit  

Balance  (net  loss)  


$2,611.56 


.$  39.50 

.  1,125.70 

. .  149.23 

. .  141.40 


$1,455.83 


$1,455.83 


FRED  E.  BOLTON, 

Quartermaster-General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS  G3 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

947  TREMONT  BUILDING, 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  l,  1899. 

GriTN.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A 

Chicago,  HI. 

DE  ar  Sir  and  Brother:    I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report 
for  the  c  luarter  ending  March  31,  1899: 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

CASH  ON  HAND:  PAID  FQR. 

As  pei  •  last  report  $  14B,S  Supplies,  (including  cost  of 

Received  for  supplies               858.02      shipping                          $  1  045  67 

Recer  red  for  P  C.  tax               1,232.87  Office  expense's .' .' .'  ' .' .' ' .' .' .' .' . .'  '220.80 

Recer  red  for  charter  fees . . .       50.00  General  expenses   8  18 

Miscellaneous                               8.27  Traveling  expenses   132.51 

Salaries   750.00 

General  orders   13.50 

Miscellaneous   5.89 

Cash  on  hand   1,112.71 


$3,289,26  $3,289.26 
March  31.  1899.    Supplies  on  hand  as  per  inventory  $1,280.87. 

i 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  MARCH  31,  1899. 
ASSETS:  LIABILITIES: 

Furniture  $    481.95  A.P.Davis  $  15.00 

Supplies   1,280.87  E.  B,  Stillings  &  Co   5.25 

Cash   1,112.71  Various  Divisions   30.53 

Various  Divisions   94.42  Surplus   2,919.17 


$2,969.95  $2,969.95 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT,  MARCH  31,  1899. 
LOSSES:  GAINS: 

General  orders  $  13.50  Charter  fees  $  50.00 

Salaries   750.00  Per  capita  tax   1,232.87 

Traveling  expenses   132.51  Supplies  (profit)   187,40 

Office  expenses   220.80 

General  expenees   8.18 

Balance  (gain)   345.28 

$1470.27  $1,470,27 


FRED  E.  BOLTON, 

Quartermaster  General. 
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EIGHTEEN  TH  A  NN  UA  L 


ENCAMPMENT. 


Chicago,  III.,  Aug-.  10, 1899. 

General  Order, 
No.  4, 
Series  1899. 

I.  The  Divisions  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  California,  Colorado, 
Connecticut,  Gulf,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  South  Dakota  and  Wisconsin  are  delinquent  to  the 
Chaplain-in-Chief  for  the  consolidated  reports  of  their  respective  Divis- 
ion Chaplains.    The  Division  of  the  Gulf,  Missouri,  Oregon  and  VYest  Vir- 
ginia are  delinquent  to  the  Adjutant  General's  Headquarters   for  their 
respective  Rolls  of  Honor.   There  are  several  Divisions  likewi  se  delin- 
quent to  the  department  of  thelnspector  General.    In  connect  ion  with 
the  foregoing,  the  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  res  pectfully 
called  to  Sec.  1,  Art.  4,  Chap.  5,  Page  53,  C,  R.  and  R. 

II.  The  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  respectfull  y  called 
to  Sec.  3,  Art.  2,  Chap.  5,  Page  51,  C,  R.  and  R.  In  this  connec  tion  the 
Quartermaster  General  respectfully  requests  that  where  it  is  pose  iible  all 
business  with  his  department  should  be  closed  by  the  17th  of  t)  he  cur- 
rent month.  No  requisitions  for  supplies  will  be  filled  after  th.  at  date 
until  after  the  closing  of  the  18th  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Coi  nman- 
dery-in-Chief .  The  Quartermaster  General  is  hereby  instructed  to  ex- 
change no  more  new  rituals  for  old  ones  after  that  date  in  the  m  anner 
hitherto  observed  for  supplying  new  rituals  to  camps,  and  Division 
Commanders  must  make  final  settlement  for  all  rituals  received  by'  them 
on  or  before  that  date. 

III.  Division  Commanders  will  please  see  to  it  that  their  com  goli- 
dated  Adjutant's  and  Quartermaster's  reports,  together  with  the  per  c-ap- 
ita  tax,  is  forwarded  in  time  to  reach  the  Adjutant  General's  headqu  ar- 
ters  not  later  than  the  20th  day  of  the  current  month. 

IV.  In  forwarding  certificates  for  delegates  and  Past  Divisio  n 
Commanders  to  the  Adjutant  General  a  number  of  errors  have  beei.-i 
made,  one  Commander  certifying  for  a  Past  Commander  who  was  de- 
ceased. In  another  instance  a  Past  Commander  was  enumerated  as  en- 
titled to  representation  from  a  given  Division  when  he  had  transferred 
and  was  a  member  of  another  Division,  and  in  many  instances  Past 
Commanders  who  belong  to  suspended  camps  were  reported  as  in  good 
standing.  To  correct  these  errors,  each  Division  Commander  is  re- 
quested to  immediately  forward  to  the  Adjutant  General  a  list  of  the  Past 
Division  Commanders,  Grand  Division  Commanders,  and  Past  Com- 
manders-in-Chief, if  any  there  be,  and  certify  to  the  good  standing  in  the 
Order  of  each  and  every  one.  It  is  imperative  that  this  should  be  at- 
tended to  immediately,  as  the  roster  for  the  National  Encampment  is  all 
ready  to  be  printed,  and  only  awaits  verification  and  correction. 

V.  The  following  are  hereby  appointed  as  the  committee  on  Fra- 
ternal Relations  to  attend  the  33rd  Annual  Session  of  the  National  En- 
campment of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  (and  auxiliary  associa- 
tions) to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  4-7, 1899- 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  James  Lewis  Rake,  Chairman,  Read- 
ing, Pa. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling,  Boston,  Mass. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Louis  M.  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Past  Division  Commander  Theodore  A.  Barton,  Providence,  R.I. 
Hon.  Webster  Davis,  Asst.  Secy.  Interior,  Washington.  D.  C. 

VI.  During  the  18th  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  headquarters  will  be  established  at  the  Hotel  Cadillac,  Detroit. 
The  rates  at  this  hotel,  per  day  (American  plan),  are  from  $2.50  to  $1.50, 
depending  upon  location  and  accommodations  The  Adjutant  General, 
having  a  plan  of  the  Hotel  and  a  list  of  rates,  will  be  pleased  to  give  his 
assistance  to  delegations  in  locating  themselves  in  comfortable  quarters. 
The  Russell  House  offers  the  same  rates.  Very  good  accommodations  can 
be  had  at  the  Hotel  Griswold  for  $2.00  and  $2.50  per  day,  American  plan. 
Tiie  beautiful  Auditorium  in  the  Masonic  Temple  has  been  secured  as  a 


GENERAL  OHDEBS. 


convention  hall  during- the   Encampment.    It  is  expected  at  this  tune 
that  among  the  arrangements  for  the  entertainment  of  visitors  will  be 
delightful  ride,  involving  an  afternoon   and  evening,  by  steamer  up  the 
Detroit  river,  which  will  include  a  fish  supper. 

VII.  The  chairman  of  the  Transportation  Committee  reports  that 
the  Michigan  Passenger  Association  has  given  a  rate  of  one  fare  for  the 
round  trip.  The  Trunk  Line  Association  has  given  a  rate  of  a  fare  and 
a  third  on  the  certificate  plan.  The  other  Associations  have  not  yet 
been  heard  from,  but  the  complete  arrangements  will  be  published  in 
subsequent  orders. 

VIII.  It  is  expected  that  the  official  train  for  Detroit  will  leave 
Chicago,  probably  via  the  Wabash,  on  Wednesday  evening,  September 
6,  at  11  o'clock.  Those  who  can  make  it  convenient  so  to  do,  are  invited 
to  join  the  party.  The  rendezvous  in  Chicago  will  be  the  Hotel  Bre 
voort. 

IX.  Pursuant  to  the  request  of  the  Division  of  Maryland  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  States  of  North  and  South  Carolina  are  detached 
from  that  Division  and  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Division 
of  the  Gulf.  Louisiana  Camp,  No.  1,  Division  of  the  Gulf,  is  hereby  de- 
tached from  that  Division  and  assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Div- 
ision of  Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

By  Command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHKPARD, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant  General. 


Since  last  publication,  applications  for  charters  have  been  ap- 
proved, and  camps  mustered  as  follows: 


DATE. 

CAMP  NO. 

LOCATION. 

DIVISION, 

NO.  OF  AP- 
PLICANTS . 

May  15 

7 

Sheridan 

Oregon 

20 

"  15 

30 

Terre  Alta 

W.  Virginia 

26 

"  20 

39 

Clearwater 

Kansas 

21 

"  22 

73 

Vermontville 

New  York 

20 

"  23 

401 

Okawville 

Illinois 

11' 

"  23 

402 

Effingham 

20 

"  24 

20 

Salida 

Colorado 

20 

June  7 

210 

Fort  Hill 

Ohio 

15 

"  19 

16 

Blackstone 

Massachusetts 

19 

"  19 

289 

Lacona 

Iowa 

'  18 

"  26 

41 

Pottstown 

Pennsylvania 

15 

July  3 
"  10 

23 

Avondale 

24 

11 

Philade  phia 

15 

"  13 

7 

South  Chatham 

Massachusetts 

27 

"  14 

24 

Pottstown 

Pennsylvania 

28 

"  14 

260 

Clearfield 

i  18 

"  17 

20 

North  Haverhill 

N.  Hampshire 

20 

"  17 

38 

Miiford 

18 

"  22 

38 

French  Creek 

W.  Virginia 

16 

"  22 

39 

Frankstown 

Pennsylvania 

23 

Aug.  1 
"  1 

90 

Hoosic  Falls 

New  York 

18 

16 

Ashton 

So.  Dakota 

16 

Total  Applicants,  436;  total  camps,  22. 
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EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCA MPMENT. 


Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  25, 1899. 

General  Order, 
No.  5, 
Series  1899. 

I.  The  Council-in-Chief  is  requested  to  convene  for  business  in  the 
temporary  Headquarters  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  Parlor  G,  Cadil- 
lac Hotel,  Detroit,  Michigan,  10  o'clock  a.  m.  September  7, 1899. 

II.  The  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  will  convene  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  Detroit, 
Michigan,  2  p.  m.  September  7, 1899. 

III.  It  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  sadness  that  the  announcement  is 
made  of  the  sudden  death  hy  drowning  at  Greensboro,  Vermont,  of  the 
Reverend  Harry  L.  Veazey,  Past  Chaplain- in-Chief,  and  Past  Commander 
of  the  Division  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee.  The  sympathy  of  the  whole 
order  is  extended  to  this  bereaved  Division  which  has  sustained  such  a 
severe  loss  of  a  brother  whose  place  can  never  be  filled  and  whose  lov- 
ing, kind,  loyal  and  noble  character  will  long  be  revered  and  remem- 
bered by  the  many  who  knew  him  but  to  cherish  him.  'Though  gone 
before  yet  the  light  of  his  sublime  life  may  be  the  beacon  for  us  all  to 
follow,  an  example  worthy  of  emulation. 

IV.  John  Abor  of  R.  J.  Myers  Camp  No.  35,  Division  of  New  York, 
was  tried  by  court-martial  on  the  charge  of  "conduct  unbecoming  a 
member  in  his  relations  to  the  order"  (embezzlement  of  Camp  funds,) 
found  guilty  and  sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge,  approved.  Proper 
record  of  which,  will  be  made  upon  black  books. 

V.  The  transportation  Committee  submits  the  following  informa- 
tion: 

Railroad  rates,  for  round  trip,  as  follows: 

New  England  Passenger  Association — Territorj^:  New  England, 
States.    Fare  one  and  a  third  on  certificate. 

Trunk  Line  Association — Territor3r:  Niagara  Falls,  Buffalo,  Dun- 
kirk and  Salamanca,  N.  Y.;  Erie  and  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Bellaire,  Ohio; 
Wheeling,  Parkersburg  and  Huntingdon,  W.  Va.,  and  points  east  thereof 
except  New  England.    Fare  and  a  third  on  certificate. 

Central  Passenger  Association — Territon':  Illinois,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan  and  portions  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  One  first-class 
fare  for  round  trip. 

The  Michigan  Passenger  Association  the  same. 

The  Western  Passenger  Association — Fare,  one  and  a  third,  (possi- 
bly better)  certificate  plan. 

Southern  Passenger  Association — Territory:  South  of  the  Ohio  and 
Potomac  Rivers  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  One  fare  and  a  third 
on  certificate. 

Three  or  four  days  before  leaving  home  (if  you  are  to  travel  on  the 
certificate  plan)  see  that  your  ticket  agent  is  supplied  with  necessary 
certificates. 

Delegates  using  the  Certificate  plan  will  pay  full  fare  going  and 
get  a  certificate  filled  in  on  one  side  by  the  agent  of  whom  the  ticket  is 
purchased.  If,  however,  the  ticket  agent  at  a  local  station  is  not  sup- 
plied with  certificates  and  through  tickets  to  the  place  of  meeting,  he 
can  inform  the:delegate  of  the  nearest  important  station  where  they  can 
be  obtained.  In  such  case  the  delegate  should  purchase  a  local  ticket 
to  such  station  and  there  take  up  his  certificate  and  through  ticket  to 
Detroit.  Tickets  for  going  passage  will  be  sold  only  within  three  days 
(not  including  Sunday)  prior  to  the  day  of  meeting.  Have  your  certifi- 
cate signed  by  Adjutant  General  Abbott  as  soon  as  you  reach  Detroit 
so  that  they  can  be  vised  by  special  agent  of  the  R.  R.  On  presentation 
of  the  certificate,  duly  filled  on  both  sides,  to  the  ticket  agent  at  Detroit, 
within  three  days  after  adjournment  (Sunday  excepted)  the  holder  will 
be  furnished  return  ticket  for  one-third  regular  fare.  No  refund  fare 
will  be  made  on  account  of  any  person  failing-  to  obtain  a  certificate. 

Delegates  are  requested  to  correspond  with  the  members  of  the 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

947  TREMONT  BUILDING, 

Boston,  Mass.,  August  1, 1899. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A. 
\  Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:    I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report 
for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1899: 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

CASH  ON  HAND:  PAID  FOR: 

As  per  last  report  $1,112.71  Supplies,  (including  cost  of 

Received  for  supplies    1,114,29      shipping)  $  849.41 

Received  for  P.  C. tax             1,382.60  Office  expenses   257.45 

Received  for  charter  fees.  .       64.00  General  expenses   18.75 

Miscellaneous                               .14  Traveling  expenses   162.09 

Salaries    750.00 

General  orders   33.50 

17th  National  Encampment.  390.49 

Furniture  •   32.98 

Miscellaneous   8.94 

Cash  on  hand   1,170.13 


$3,673,74  $3,673.74 

June  30,  1899.    Supplies  on  hand  as  per  inventor}'  $1,279.19. 
GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  JUNE  30,1899. 
ASSETS:  LIABILITIES: 

Furniture       ..  .'  $    514.93   Various  Divisions  $  34.47 

Supplies   1,279.19  Surplus   3,002.95 

Cash   1,170.13 

Various  Divisions   73.17 


$3,037.42  $3,037.42 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT.  JUNE  30,  1899. 
LOSSES:  .  GAINS: 

General  orders  $     33.50  Charter  fees  $  64.00 

Salaries    750.00  Per  capita  tax   1,382.(>() 

Traveling  expenses   162.09  Supplies  (profit)   149.46 

Office  expenses    257.45 

General  expenses   18  75 

17th  National  Encampment..  390.49 

Balance  (gain)   83.78 

~~ $75)6.06  $1,096.06 

FRED  K.  BOLTON, 

Qua  rterm  aster-General. 


68 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


transportation  committee  of  their  respective  localities.  The  committee 
is  as  follows: 

Adj.  Gen.  G.  B.  Abbott,  84  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago. 

Q.  M.  Gen.  Fred  E.  Bolton,  947  Tremont  Bldg.,  Boston. 

Col.  R.  Loebenstein,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

Col.  E.  H,  Archer,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Col.  R.  M.  J,  Reed,  32  N.  5th  St.,  Philadelphia,  Fa. 

The  official  train  will  leave  Chicago  11  p,  m.,  Sept.  6th,  via  the 
Wabash  R.  R.  Round  trip  fare  from  Chicago,  $7.75.  The  train  leaving 
St.  Louis  at  8:40  p.  m.  same  night,  will  be  attached  to  official  train  al 
Montpelier,  O.  Round  trip  from  St.  Louis,  $13.00.  All  who  can  are  in- 
vited to  join  official  train.  For  sleeping  car  accommodations  from  Chi- 
cago, apply  early  to  the  Adjutant  General;  from  St.  Louis,  to  Col.  B.  W. 
Frauenthal,  Union  Station,  St.  Louis. 

VI.  As  this  order  will  be  the  last  issued  by  this  administration, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  desires  to  convey  his  deep  appreciation  of  the 
universal  kindness  and  devotion  with  which  he  has  been  honored  by  the 
brotherhood  throughout  the  Order.  The  fraternal  regard  has  been  so 
manifest,  the  charitable  lenity  overlooking  the  many  shortcomings,  so 
freely  given,  the  unswerving  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  order, 
so  deep  that  it  seems  scarcely  possible  that  the  relations  could  have 
been  happier.  Indulging  in  the  hope  that  these  marks  of  consideration 
will  continue  until  the  gavel  falls  upon  the  completed  work  of  this  ad- 
ministration— nay  until  time  and  memory  shall  be  no  more,  we  pray 
God  speed  us  in  all  things  to  His  glory  and  the  honor  of  our  beloved 
country.  By  Command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 

GEO.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Adjutant-General. 
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Chicago,  III  ,  Sept.  .50,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  1. 

Leave  of  absence  for  three  months,  to  date  from  Sept.  12,  1898,  -with  per- 
mission to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  his  Division,  is  hereby  granted  to  the  fol- 
lowing-named officer,  who  will  at  the  expiration  thereof  report  in  writing  to 
these  headquarters:  S.  A.  Crane,  Senior  Vice-Commander  Michigan  Division. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-General. 

To  S.  A.  Crane,  Senior  Vice-Division  Commander,  S.V.,  U.S.A.,  Deerfield.Mich. 


Chicago,  III.,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  2. 

The  attached  is  a  true  and  correct  transcript  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commaudery-in-Chief ,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, U.S  A. 

You  will  promulgate  the  same  through  the  Division  of  New  Jersey  and 
furnish  a  certified  copy  to  Gen.  Joe  Hooker  Camp  No.  45,  at  Mt.  Holly  in  said 
Division. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-General. 

To  Col.  James  M.  Mathews,  Commanding  New  Jersey  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 


Chicago,  III.,  Oct.  22,  1898. 

Spicoial  Orders  No.  3. 

Leave  of  absence  for  four  mouths,  to  date  from  Nov.  1,  189S,  with  permis- 
sion to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  his  Division,  is  hereby  granted  to  the  following- 
named  officer,  who  will,  at  the  expiration  thereof,  report  in  writing  to  these 
headquarters:  W.  Glenn  Walker,  Senior  Vice-Commander,  Division  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Hawaiian  Islands. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B-  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-G  eneral . 

To  W.  Glenn  Walker,  Senior  Vice-Commander,  S.V.,  U  S.A.,  Los  Gatos,  Cal. 
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Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  3,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  4. 

Leave  of  absence  from  date  to  Feb.  7,  1899,  is  hereby  granted  tlie  following 
named  officer,  with  permission  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  his  Division,  who  will 
at  the  expiration  thereof  report  in  writing  to  these  headquarters:  M.  P. 
O'Flaherty,  Junior  Vice-Commander,  Division  of  Rhode  Island,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-  General. 

To  M.  P.  O'Flaherty,  Junior  Vice-Commander,  Providence,  R  I. 


Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  14,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  5. 

The  following  named  officer  is  hereby  appointed  Assistant  Inspector  Gen- 
eral to  inspect  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  Division  of  Missouri, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S  A.  This  will  be  his  authority  for  so  doing  and  he  will 
be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly.  He  will  report  to  the  Inspector  General : 
Past  Col.  Rudolph  Loebenstein,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

By  command  of 

Official :  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-  General. 


To  Rudolph  Loebenstein,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 


Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  28,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  6. 

The  charter  of  the  following  named  Camp  is  hereby  annulled  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Colonel  commanding  the  Division,  it  appearing  that  the 
Camp  has  failed  to  make  reports  and  pay  per  capita  tax  for  three  quarters,  and 
the  Camp  shows  a  membership  of  less  than  the  required  number  for  maintaining 
a  charter.  The  Colonel  of  the  Division  will  proceed  to  secure  the  Camp  and 
Division  property  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  of 
the  Order,  issuing  transfer  cards  to  such  members  as  may  be  in  good  standing 
on  the  records  of  the  Camp,  if  any  there  be  :  Lincoln  Camp  No.  10,  Division  of 
California,  located  at  Santa  Cruz. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant- General. 

To  Col.  Chas.  L  Pierce,  Commanding  California  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
13  Pine  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  30,  1898. 

Special  Orders  No.  7. 

The  charter  of  the  following  named  Camp  is  hereby  annulled  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commander  of  the  Division,  it  appearing  that  the  Camp 
has  failed  to  make  reports  and  pay  per  capita  tax  for  six  months. 

The  Commander  of  the  Division  will  proceed  to  secure  the  Camp  Charter, 
and  the  Camp  and  Division  property,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
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the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  governing  this  case,  and  will  issue 
transfer  cards  to  such  members  as  may  be  iu  good  standing  on  the  records  of 
the  Camp,  if  any  there  be.    Stetson  Camp  No   203,  Division  of  New  York 
located  at  Plattsbuig. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant- General. 

To  Col.  E.  W.  Estes,  Commanding  Division  of  New  York,  S.V.,  U.S.  A 
Albany,  N.Y. 


Chicago,  III.,  Feb.  10,  1899. 

Special  Order  No.  8. 

The  resignation  of  A.  R.  Jones,  Commander  of  the  Division  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, is  hereby  accepted,  and  the  members  of  the  Divisiou  Council  are  hereby 
ordered  to  elect  by  ballot,  on  the  form  herewith  attached,  a  successor,  and 
forward  the  same  to  the  Adjutant-General  immediately,  who  will  canvass  the 
vote,  and  iu  case  a  choice  is  made,  report  the  same  to  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
otherwise  to  ask  for  a  second  ballot,  and  proceed  in  this  manner  until  a  choice 
is  made.  By  command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Chicago,  III.,  Feb.  11,  1899. 

Special  Order  No.  9. 

The  office  of  the  Commander  of  the  Division  of  West  Virginia  having 
become  vacant  by  resignation,  the  following  named  officer  of  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief  will  proceed  to  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  audit  the  accounts  of  the  recent  Com- 
mander, A.  R.  Jones,  receive  from  him  all  moneys  and  all  other  property 
belonging  to  the  Division  of  West  Virginia,  giving  a  receipt  therefor  aud  for- 
ward the  same  in  accordance  with  instructions  accompanying  herewith 

He  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  represent  the  person  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  his  official  capacity,  aud  perform  s'ich  acts  as  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  himself  would  be  empowered  to  do  iu  this  case. 

The  travelling  expenses  incurred  are  uecessary  for  the  good  of  the  service 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans:  Member  of  the  Council-in-Chief  H.  H.  Hammer, 
Reading,  Pa.  By  command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General. 


Chicago,  III.,  March  22,  1899 

Special  Order  No.  10. 

It  appearing  that  the  Division  Commander  and  the  Senior  Vice-Commander 
of  the  Division  of  Oregon  having  left  said  Division  for  more  than  thirty  days, 
without  leave  of  absence  fronTthese  headquarters,  and  these  headquarters 
being  uninformed  when,  if  ever,  either  will  return  to  the  confines  of  said 
Division,  the  following  named  officer  is  hereby  ordered  on  duty,  directed  to 
assume  command  of  said  Divisiou  of  Oregon,  and  is  authorized  and  empowered 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  said  Division  as  acting  commander,  until  otherwise 
ordered  from  these  headquarters. 
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He  is  authorized  to  relieve  from  office  aud  appoint  such  Division  staff 
officers  as  in  his  judgment  the  best  interests  of  the  Division  may  require: 
Junior  Vice  Division  Commander,  Walter  Ross,  Eugene,  Ore. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in Chief. 

Adjutant- General, 

To  Walter  Ross,  Junior  Vice-Commander,  Division  of  Oregon,  S.V  ,  U.S  A., 
Eugene,  Ore 


Chicago,  III.,  April  17,  1899. 

Special  Okdek  No.  11. 

Good  and  sufficient  reasons  appearing  aud  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  reinstate  and  place  in  good  standing  in 
the  Division  of  Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia,  Lincoln  Camp  No.  9  of 
Baltimore,  upon  the  payment  of  the  requisite  tax;  said  Camp  having  been 
suspended  and  its  charter  revoked  for  the  non-payment  of  per  capita  tax. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-General. 

To  Col.  Wm.  B.  King,  Commanding  Division  of  Md.  and  D  C,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 


Chicago,  111.,  May  24,  1699. 

Special  Okdek  No.  12. 

You  are  hereby  authorized,  empowered  and  directed  to  convene  the  Council 
of  the  Division  of  Oregon,  S.V.,  U  S.A.,  at  McMinnville,  State  of  Oregon,  June 
21,  1899,  for  the  purpose  of  electiug  a  Commander  for  the  unexpired  term 
caused  by  the  departure  of  A.  Q.  Desart  from  within  the  borders  of  his  Divi- 
sion for  more  thau  thirty  days  without  leave  of  absence  or  authority  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  You  are  also  authorized  to  install  or  cause  to  be 
installed  the  person  there  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  The  Council  is 
also  authorized  to  fill  such  other  vacancies  as  may  legally  exist  in  the  elective 
Division  offices  at  the  same  time. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-General . 

To  Walter  Ross,  Junior  Vice-Commander,  Commanding  Oregon  Division, 
S.V.,  U.S.A.,  Eugene,  Ore 


Chicago,  III.,  May  26,  1899. 

Special  Ordek  No.  18. 

The  following  named  officer  is  hereby  detailed  to  install  the  officers  elected 
at  the  Encampment  of  the  Division  of  California  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
which  Encampment  will  be  held  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  June  5,  1898.  He  will 
report  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  Forms  49  and  50.  This  will  be  his  authority 
for  such  installation :  Past  Division  Commander  Frank  W.  Bunnell,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  By  command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General. 

To  Frank  W.  Bunnell,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  .  . 
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Chicago,  III.,  May  26,  189'.). 

Special  Order  No.  14. 

The  charter  of  the  following  named  Camp  is  hereby  annulled  upou  the 
recommendation  of  the  Colonel  commanding  the  Division,  it  appearing  that 
the  Camp  has  failed  to  make  reports  and  pay  per  capita  tax  for  three  years.  The 
Colonel  of  the  Division  will  proceed  to  secure  the  Camp  and  Division  property 
in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Order,  issuing 
transfer  cards  to  such  members  as  may  be  in  good  standing  on  the  records  of 
the  Camp,  if  any  there  be  Captain  Wiltz  Camp  No.  4,  Division  of  California, 
located  at  Honolulu,  H.I. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD. 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chiej 
Adjutanl-lreneral . 

To  Col.  Charles  L.  Pierce,  Commanding  California  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
18  Pine  street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Chicago,  III.,  June  12,  1890 

Special  Order  No.  15. 

The  charter  of  the  following  named  Camp  is  hereby  annulled  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Colonel  commanding  tbe  Division,  it  appearing  that  the 
Camp  has  failed  to  make  reports  and  pay  per  capita  tax  for  three  quarters,  and 
the  Camp  shows  a  membership  of  less  than  the  required  number  for  maintaining 
a  charter.  The  Colonel  of  the  Division  will  proceed  to  secure  the  Camp  and 
Division  property  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  the  Order,  issuing  transfer  cards  to  such  members  as  may  be  in  good 
standing  on  the  records  of  the  Camp,  if  any  there  be.  Towusend  Camp  No.  1, 
Division  of  New  York,  located  at  Albany. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 

G.  B.  Abbott,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant-General 

To  Col.  E.  W.  Estes,  Commanding  New  York  Division,  S.V.,  U.S. A  , 
Albany,  N.Y. 


Chicago,  U.i..,  June  12,  1899. 

Special  Orders  No.  lfi 

The  followiug  named  officer  is  hereby  detailed  to  install  the  officers  elected 
at  the  Encampment  of  the  Divisiou  of  Vermont.,  which  Encampment  will  be 
held  at  Bradford,  Vermont,  June  14  and  15,  L899.  He  will  report  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General on  Forms  49  and  50.  This  will  be  his  authority  for  such  installation  : 
Division  Commander  W.  W.  Lapoint,  Barrc,  Vt. 

By  command  of 

Official:  FRANK  L.  SHEPARD 

G  B.  Abbott  Cninmnnaer-in-Lniel . 

Adjutant-General. 

To  Col.  W.  W.  Lapoint,  Commanding  Division  of  Vermont,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
Barre,  Vt. 
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Chicago,  III.,  June  20,  1899. 
Special  Orders  No.  17.  •• 

The  resignation  of  the  following  named  officer  having  been  forwarded  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  with  the  endorsement  of  the  Division  Commander,  the 
same  is  hereby  accepted,  and  Commander  Harry  T.  Moore  of  the  Division  of 
California  is  hereby  directed,  authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  the  Division 
Council  of  California  to  elect  a  successor  to  fill  the  vacancy  hereby  created,  and 
report  the  result  of  the  election  to  these  headquarters :  Frank  R.  Handley, 
Junior  Vice  Division  Commander  elect,  Division  of  California,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
residing  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  By  command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-General. 

To  Col.  Harry  T.  Moore,  Commanding  California  Division,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Chicago,  III.,  June  22,  18U9. 

Special  Orders  No.  18. 

Special  Order  No.  15  is  hereby  withdrawn  on  condition  that  Townsend 
Camp  No.  1  of  the  Division  of  New  York  shall  have  liquidated  all  of  its  indebt- 
edness to  that  Division  before  the  convening  of  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment By  command  of 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant-  General . 


To  Col.  E.  W.  Estes,  Albany,  N.Y. 


CIRCULAR  LETTERS. 
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CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF, 

Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 

Circular 
No.  1. 

_       _  South  Frankfort,  Mich.,  Tan.  25,  1899 

Dear  Brothers: 

There  are  epochs  in  national  history  that  stand  out  as  stars  in  the 
galaxy  of  Heaven,  more  bright  and  interesting  than  others.  There  are 
lives  that  seem  as  suns  amid  stars  as  we  read  the  biographies  of  men. 
There  are  these  characters  in  national  life  that  have  reflected  upon  the 
world  the  brightest  glory  of  the  highest  type  of  manhood.  There  are 
fixed  stars— stars  of  the  first  magnitude— and  in  this  class  we  place  the 
name  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Not  strange  is  it  that  the  birthday  of  such  a 
character  should  be  remembered  by  a  nation  he  loved  and  served,  and 
for  which  he  lost  his  life.  We  love  to  think  of  Lincoln,  for  thoughts  of 
him  bring  alwa)'s  holy  ambitions  and  a  greater  love  for  that  which  i9 
true.  His  birthday  marks  an  epoch  in  histor}\  He  it  was  who  called 
for  "Union  Defenders"  at  a  time  when  disunion  threatened  the  national 
life.  He  it  was  who  so  skillfully  directed  the  ship  of  state  during  those 
stormy  winds  of  unsettled  opinion.  He  it  was  who  became  the  victim  of 
an  assassin's  rage,  and  breathed  out  upon  the  country's  altar  his  life 
blood,  so  loyal  and  true  to  the  best  interests  of  our  nation. 

Brothers,  remember  our  fathers  responded  to  the  call  of  Lincoln. 
Now,  let  us  respond  to  the  call  to  do  honor  again  to  the  day  which  ush- 
ered this  brilliant  star  into  our  satellite  system — a  star  which  so  rapidly 
became  the  center,  around  which  there  clustered  hundreds  of  thousands 
whose  lives  shone  with  heroic  patriotism. 

As  February  12,  1899,  falls  upon  Sunda3',  we  advise  that  the  pro- 
gram be  given  Saturday  or  Monday  night,  and  that  pastors  of  various 
churches  be  requested  to  preach  appropriate  sermons  upon  the  day 
proper.  Let  interesting  programs  be  prepared  by  every  camp,  consist- 
ing of  patriotic  songs,  inspiring  recitals,  addresses,  etc. 

We  call  special  attention  to  Sec.  VI,  of  General  Order  No.  6.  The 
National  Monument  Committee,  organized  for  the  erection  of  a  national 
memorial  to  the  dead  heroes  of  the  Cuban  battlefields  and  the  martyrs 
of  the  Maine,  has  invited  our  Order  to  hold  special  services  in  connection 
with  that  noble  cause,  and  we  endorse  the  recommendation  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Frank  L.  Shepard,  that  the  services  be  held  in  connec- 
tion with  "Union  Defenders'  Day."  Circulars  in  reference  to  this  matter 
will  be  forwarded  to  each  camp  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  heroes  who  died  for  the  cause  of  Cuban  liberty  deserve  a 
warm  place  in  memory.  The  noble  boys  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
shocking  Maine  disaster  should  have  no  less  a  favored  place  in  memory's 
book.  Many  of  them  were  our  brothers,  and  their  seats  in  the  Camps  are 
now  vacant.  Give  them  recognition  in  the  program  for  "Union  De- 
fenders' Day."  God  bless  the  nation's  brave.  Let  us  rally  to  the  stand- 
ard. May  memory  never  loee  the  influences  stamped  upon  our  lives  by 
men  like  Lincoln.  Let  us  thank  God  that  they  ever  lived  and  brought 
into  our  national  life  so  much  of  light,  wisdom  and  patriotism. 

Yours  in  F.  C.  and  L., 

Arthur  J.  Morris, 

Cha  plain-in-Chief. 
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Chaplain-ir|-C]r|ief. 

Fkankfort  Mich.,  May  4,  1899. 

Circular  ) 
No.  2  J 

Dear  BROTHERS:  Memorial  Day  is  close  at  hand.  With  it  conies 
sacred  duties.  We  are  to  stand  by  the  side  of  our  fathers  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  render  to  them  any  assistance  they  may  need. 
They  are  the  directors  and  we  their  associates  in  the  work  of  Memorial 
Day.  Rapidly  are  they  falling-  into  graves  to  be  kept  sacred  with  flowers 
of  remembrance  in  the  future  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

Let  us  do  honor,  not  alone  to  those  who  have  passed  away,  but 
also  to  those  living  heroes  in  whose  presence  we  have  the  exalted  privi- 
lege of  meeting.  May  we  by  ourkindness  bring  a  little  more  of  sunshine 
into  the  closing  years  of  their  lives. 

A  nation  like  ours,  could  not  well  forget  its  brave,  and  thus  a  day 
we  term  "Memorial"  has  been  dedicated  to  the  expressed  object  of  re- 
membering the  fallen,  who  once  in  the  strength  of  j^oung  manhood 
faced  death,  starvation  and  suffering,  if  by  this  they  might  sustain  the 
Hag  of  the  Union. 

This  is  a  holida}^,  yet  of  a  far  different  character  than  other  days 
we  term  such.  Instead  of  thoughtless,  irreverent  deportment,  we  should 
by  our  example  show  to  the  Nation  that  we  appreciate  the  honor  the  day 
brings  to  our  fathers.  There  are  responsibilities  connected  with  the 
day  and  largely  do  they  rest  upon  the  Sons  of  Veterans  order.  Do  not 
lead,  however'  in  the  preparation  for  Memorial  Da3r.  Submit  to  the 
wishes  of  the  fathers,  for  whom  the  day  has  been  consecrated.  Lead 
only  where  this  is  their  request.  Stand  by  their  side,  ready  to  bring  to 
them  help  and  cheer. 

May  there  be  an  observance  of  the  Day  in  the  absence  of  games 
and  sports,  as  well  as  in  the  special  program  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

As  you  place  a  flower  upon  the  grave  of  him,  who  in  the  years  past 
gave  his  service  and  then  his  life  for  the  Nation,  remember  that  some  one 
will  place  a  flower  soon  upon  the  grave  of  your  father  or  brother.  Oh, 
let  us  in  tenderness  remember  the  two  millions  of  men  who  saved  the 
Nation  from  disunion. 

Let  Tuesda}'  May  30,  be  duly  observed  as  Memorial  Day  through- 
out our  orders.  Ma}'  no  soldier's  grave  be  neglected.  Remember  also 
the  brothers  who  during  the  last  few  months  gave  life  and  its  brightest 
hopes  for  the  Nation  in  the  Spanish-American  War. 

Endeavor  to  have  Memorial  Sunday,  May  28,  duly  observed  in  the 
churches  by  appropriate  services.  Where  possible  let  our  brothers  in 
the  camps  march  in  a  company  to  the  church  with  the  Grand  Army 
comrades. 

We  trust  every  Camp  Chaplain  will  be  prompt  in  sending  his  re- 
port to  the  Chaplain  of  his  Division,  and  also  that  each  Division  Chap- 
lain will  be  able  to  consolidate  reports  promptly  and  forward  to  this 
office.  Yours  in  F.  C.  and  L., 

Rev.  A.  J.  MORRIS, 
Approved:  Chaplain-in-Chief. 
Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief. 


REPORT  OF  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 


The  Commander-in-Chief :  Next  in  the  order  of  business  is  the 
reading  of  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General.  We  will  listen  to 
the  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

REPORT  OF   QU  ARTERM  ASTER-GRNERAL. 

Quartermaster-General:  Commander,  before  I  read  my  report  I 
would  like  to  say  in  connection  with  the  little  pleasantry  on  the  part  of 
the  Adjutant-General,  that  my  position  may  be  consistent,  if  he  will 
view  it  from  the  point  that  as  the  Adjutant-General  I  dealt  with  what  I 
thought  ought  to  be  done,  and  as  Quartermaster-General  I  again  dealt 
with  what  1  thought  ought  to  be  done.  That  is  to  say,  as  Adjutant- 
General,  I  saw  a  number  of  blanks  that  needed  correction,  and  as 
Quartermaster-General,  I  found  a  considerable  supply  of  such  blanks 
that  should  be  disposed  of  before  we  have  any  new  ones  printed.  1 
now  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

To  Frank  L.  Shepard,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  business  of  the 
Quartermaster-General's  department  for  the  term  ending  Aug.  23,  1890. 

Report  Supplemental  to  Report  to  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment. 


Cash  on  hand,  as  shown  by  report   $1,986  59 

Received  for  per  capita  tax  ...    t)6  n7 

"   charter  fees  y.    .  12  00 

"       "   miscellaneous   20  GO 

  $2,115  26 

Paid  for  supplies   I  40 

"    "    office  expenses   13  97 

"    ,k    general  expenses   32  20 

"    "    gold  star,  Commander-in-Chief    ...        .    .  150  00 

"    "    salaries   250  00 

"    "    charter  fee  (refunded)   2  00 

"    "    expenses  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  .    .  774  81 

  1,224  38 

Cash  on  haud  at  beginning  of  administration  ....       8890  88 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  from  Sicpt.  14,  1898,  to  Aug.  23,  1899. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  received  from  Past  Q  M.-Gen.  Loebeustein     .    .    .      $890  88 

"         "       for  supplies  $3,263  83 

«'         "        "   per  capita  tax  4,854  21 

"         "        "    charter  fees   186  00 

<<         "        "    monument  fund    ....  20  00 

•<        "        "    miscellaneous      ....  8  Gl 

 88,332  fi5 

Total  cash  receipts  $9,223  53 


EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  En 
campment  in  addition  to  those  paid  by  pre 
ceding  administration  :— 

W.  S.  Garner  

Inspector-General  Durston  (bal.  duej  . 

Proceedings   

Past  Commander  Courtney,  account  inspec 
tion  Oregon  Division  


$44  00 

2  00 
365  49 


00 


$436  49 


Amount  carried  forward 


$436  49 
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Amount  brought  forward   $436  49 

Travelling  expenses : 

Commauder-in-Chief    .   175  47 

Aclju i  ant- General   95  59 

H.  H    Hammer,  Council-in-Chief,  account 

inspection,  etc.  West  Virginia  Division  .  30  54 

  301  60 

Supplies  : 

Badges  and  decorations   $1,589  60 

Camp  and  division  supplies   863  00 

Cose  of  shipping                                       .  93  11 

Wrapping  paper,  twine,  etc   7  14 

  2,552  85 

Office  expenses  : 

Rent,  Commandery   $240  00 

"     Quartermaster-General   240  83 

Light  and  toilet  supplies,  Commandery  .    .  38  87 

"      "       "          "     Q.M. -General    .    .  20  59 

Telegrams  and  Express,  Commandery    .    .  40  38 

Q  M. -General*     .    .  12  07 

Postage   177  23 

Q.M. -General   43  00 

Stationery,  all  National  Officers    ....  53  50 

"         Commandery   55  98 

Q.M  -General   20  94 

Record  books,  Q  M  -General   55  25 

Repairs,  typewriting    machines  Comman- 
dery and  Q  M  -General   13  55 

Clerical  Services,  (Commandery  Card  Index, 

Records,  etc  )    88  00 

Miscellaneous   2S  08      1,128  27 


General  Expenses : 

Moving  Commandery  headquarters    .    .    .        $30  00 

Q.M. -General   06  61 

Gold  star,  Commander-in-Chief  ....  150  00 
Gold  cross,  Fast  Q.M -Gen.  Loebenstein    .  50  00 

Bond,  Commander-in-Chief   25  00 

Blanks  furnished  free  to  Divisions    ...  41  75 

Password  and  Countersign   5  63 

Insurance,  Q.M. -General   16  20 

Blanks  for  Roster  Spanish- American  War  .  4  55 

Floral  tribute  funeral  A.  P.  Davis     ...  15  00 

Roster  Division  Commanders  1899,  1900    .  2  00 

Miscellaneous   4  90 

  411  64 

Furniture   32  98 

Salaries   2,800  00 

General  Orders   126  60 

Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  .   .  34  00 

Miscellaneous   21  08 


Total  Expenditures   $7,845  51 

Balance  cash  on  baud   1,378  02 

Supplies  on  hand,  inventoried  at  cost   $1,119  82 


The  financial  condition  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  on  Aug.  31, 
.1898,  was  as  follows: 
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General  Account,  Aug.  31,  1898 

Assets.  Liabilities. 
Dr  Cr. 

Furniture   $48i  95  Due  to  Divisions  ....    8   19  62 

S»PPlies   1,342  72  Surplus   3  621  60 

Cash   1,5)86  59 

Due  from  Divisions  .    .    .  2'.)  96 

S3-S41  22  83.X41  22 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Coramandery-iu-Chief  at  the  close 
of  business  Aug.  23,  1899,  is  as  follows: 


General  Account,  Aug.  23,  1899. 


Assets. 
Dr. 

Furniture   $463  44 

Supplies   1,119  82 

Cash   1,378  02 

Due  from  Divisions  ...  7  54 


$2,968  82 


Liabilities. 
Cr. 

Due  to  Divisions  . 
Monument  Fuud  . 
Surplus  


$30  91 
20  00 
2,917  91 

$2,968  82 


The  account  of  Profit  and  Loss  from  Sept.  14,  1898,  to  Aug.  23, 
1899,  is  as  follows : 

Profit  and  Loss,  Sept.  14,  1898,  to  Aug.  23,  1899. 

*  Losses.  f  Gains. 

Dr.  Cr, 

Furniture  (10%  reduction),      $5149     Charter  fees  $186  00 

Supplies   243  42     Per  capita  tax   4,869  01 

Salaries   2,800  00     Supplies   706  12 

General  Orders   126  60 

Travelling  expenses  .    .    .  301  60 

Office  expenses  .    .    .    .    .  1,128  27 

General  Expenses  ....  411  64 

Seventeenth    Annual  En- 
campment   461  49 

Eighteenth     Annual  Eu- 

campment   34  00 

Balance  (net  gain)     ...  202  62 


$5,761  13  $5761  13 


*  Of  this  amount  $213.50  account  issue  New  Rituals  (free), 
t  Of  this  amount  $14.80  account  credit  of  $25.00,  extended  by  Seventeenth 
Encampment  to  Oregon  Division. 


While  the  balauce  of  cash  on  haud  is  considerably  less  than  one 
year  ago,  and  the  surplus  account  has  been  reduced,  the  financial 
showing  for  the  year,  taking  everything  into  consideration,  is  not  unsat- 
isfactory. The  efforts  of  Commander-in-Chief  Shepard  and  Adjutant- 
General  Abbott  to  administer  to  the  affairs  of  the  Order  in  a  dignified 
and  economical  manner  are  worthy  of  your  commendation. 
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The  total  cash  receipts  were  $2,475.73  less  than  those  of  last  year, 
but  on  the  other  hand  the  expenditures  were  likewise  in  a  lesser  amount 
to  the  extent  of  $1,686.33.  Some  of  the  expenditures  may  be  properly 
termed  extraordinary,  from  the  fact  that  their  recurrence  for  another 
year  at  least,  is  not  probable.  The  replenishing  of  a  reduced  stock  of 
supplies  of  the  more  expensive  forms,  and  the  publication  of  the  new 
Ritual,  represent  a  part  of  such  expenditures.  The  free  exchange  of 
Rituals  alone  required  an  outlay  of  $213.50. 

In  connection  with  the  matter  of  printing  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
the  comparative  cost  of  supplies  purchased  has  been  reduced  about 
thirteen  per  cent  (13%). 

Divisions  are  indebted  to  the  Commaudery-in-Chief  in  the  follow- 
ing amounts :  Gulf,  $4.61;  West  Virginia,  $0.28. 

The  following  Divisions  have  balances  to  their  credit:  California, 
$3.33;  Colorado,  $1.04;  Connecticut,  $0.37;  Illinois,  $0.20;  Maine, 
$0.40;  Minnesota,  $0.45  ;  Nebraska,  $0.60;  New  Hampshire,  $0.26; 
Oregon,  $9.76;  Pennsylvania,  $12.41;  Rhode  Island,  $0.13;  South 
Dakota,  $0.14;  Vermont,  $0.68;  Washington,  $0.36;  Wisconsin, 
$0.78. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  Divisions  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee 
and  the  Gulf  are  in  arrears  forjper  capita  tax,  for  the  quarter  ending 
June  30,  1899. 

I  have  received  and  filed  the  bonds,  duly  approved  by  the  Com- 
mander- in-Chief,  of  the  commanders  of  the  Divisions  of  California, 
Colorado,  Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Maine,  Mary- 
land, Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island.  South  Dakota,  Vermont,  West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin. 

The  vote  of  the  last  Encampment  providing  for  the  free  issuance 
of  the  new  Ritual  to  those  Camps  in  good  standing  on  the  quarter  end- 
ing Dec.  31,  1898,  has  been  carried  into  effect;  the  time  required  to 
accomplish  this  covering  a  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  issue. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  a  Circular  Letter 
was  promulgated  to  Division  Commanders  setting  forth  the  rules  to  be 
observed  and  the  conditions  governing  the  exchange  of  Rituals.  Each 
Camp  returning  pages  35-37  of  an  old  Ritual  received  a  new  one  free 
of  charge.  If  the  vouchers  returned  were  less  than  the  number  of  Rit- 
uals allowable  to  each  Camp  (5)  it  was  required  that  the  Divisions  be 
paid  for  the  missing  Rituals,  the  Divisions  in  turn  reimbursing  the 
Commandery-in-Chief.  In  this  manner  4,250  Rituals  were  issued  free 
of  charge  to  Camps  at  a  cost  of  $213.50  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 
The  practicability  of  requiring  payment  for  Rituals  unaccounted  for  by 
Camps,  is  shown  by  the  receipt  of  $132.80  from  this  source.  The 
issue  to  each  Division  is  shown  by  the  following  table  :  — 


Alabama  and  Tennessee  34 

California  53 

Colorado     .       .  ]6 

Connecticut   .112 

Gulf  

Illinois  276 
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Indiana 
Iowa  . 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Maine  . 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigau 
Minnesota  . 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  . 
New  York 
Ohio  . 
Oregou 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode  Islaud 
South  Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin  . 

Total  4.250 

Daring  the  year  death  has  removed  the  founder  of  our  Order,  Maj. 
A.  P.  Davis,  whose  services  for  the  organizatiou  are  so  well  known  to 
its  members.  The  death  of  this  worthy  gentleman  in  addition  to  being 
a  personal  loss,  affects  to  a  great  degree  the  vital  interests  of  our 
finances.  It  is  known  to  the  delegates  of  this  Encampment  that  Major 
Davis  was  for  many  years  in  charge  of  the  badge  and  decoration 
department  and  supervised  the  manufacture  of  the  same.  By  contract 
it  was  agreed  that  during  his  life  he  was  to  enjoy  this  privilege,  and 
the  purchase  of  all  badges  used  by  this  organization  made  of  him.  At 
his  death  the  patent  rights,  designs,  etc.,  were  to  revert  to  the  Ccrn- 
mandery-in-chief,  as  I  understand  the  conditions. 

The  sale  of  badges  and  decorations  is  one  of  the  principal  sources 
of  our  income,  and  heretofore  the  profits  to  the  Commaudery  have  been 
exceedingly  small,  the  greater  portion  thereof  being  received  by  Major 
Davis.  It  is  not  necessary  to  indulge  in  speculation  as  to  the  amount 
these  profits  represented  to  him,  that  they  represented  what  was  prac- 
tically an  established  business  to  him  can  be  conservatively  assumed. 

Under  these  circumstances  this  Encampment  must  take  some  action 
that  will  provide  for  the  continuance  of  the  manufacture  of  the  various 
badges  and  decorations  heretofore  provided.  It  would  seem  that  the 
most  consistent  and  busiuesslike  action  that  can  be  taken  would  be  to 
provide  that  hereafter  this  form  of  supplies  be  handled  iu  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  articles  controlled  by  the  Order,  and  the  manu- 
facture thereof  be  assumed  through  the  proper  officers  whom  you  will 
designate.  To  do  this,  will  be  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  Order 
and  to  materially  increase  its  revenues. 

An  extended  correspondence  upon  this  subject  has  passed  between 
the  Commander-in-Chief  and  this  department,  and  his  able  presentation 
of  what  has  transpired  and  logical  recommendations  upon  the  matter 
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are  in  full  accord  with  my  individual  views  and  need  no  further 
comment. 

By  an  agreement  between  Mrs.  A.  P.  Davis,  widow  of  the 
deceased  aud  executrix  of  his  estate,  a  purchase  of  a  cousiderable  stock 
of  badges,  etc.,  has  been  made  at  prices  advantageous  to  the  Order. 
The  stock  includes  1,541  membership  badges,  393  iron  crosses,  100 
enamel  buttons,  100  enamel  pins,  112  oxydized  silver  buttons,  100 
oxydized  silver  pins,  386  bronze  buttons,  100  bronze  pins,  66  bar  but- 
tons, 2,000  tri-color  ribbons,  1,000  blue  ribbons,  896  red  ribbons,  2 
bolts  yellow  ribbon,  500  blind  keeps  for  crosses,  all  dies,  cutters,  etc., 
for  badges  and  crosses.  The  price  to  be  paid  for  these  goods  aggre- 
gates $341.99. 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  item  in  the  financial  state- 
ment designated  as  "  Monument  Fund,"  which  was  received  through 
the  Adjutant-General  and  specified  as  a  contribution  from  the  Minnesota 
Division,  for  a  monument  for  Maj.  A.  P.  Davis. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thankfully  acknowledge  the  invariable 
courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  Division  officers  who  have  had  official 
relations  with  this  department.  Assuming  the  office  quite  unfamiliar 
with  the  routine  and  system  required  to  properly  administer  to  its 
affairs,  I  feel  that  possibly  many  things  have  been  left  undone  through 
lack  of  that  technical  knowledge  that  experience  alone  brings.  It  is 
therefore  all  the  more  reason  why  I  appreciate  the  charitable  and  fra- 
ternal consideration  of  my  shortcomings,  which  were,  I  assure  you,  not 
from  the  lack  of  good  intentions. 

Succeeding  the  peerless  Loebenstein  who  gave  six  years  of  splen- 
did service,  I  shall  be  content  if  this,  my  first  report,  with  all  of  its 
imperfections,  is  acceptable  to  you. 

To  Commandpr-in-Chief  Shepard,  our  loyal,  zealous  and  capable 
leader,  I  am  indebted  for  favors  without  number.  The  year  that  is 
now  closing  our  official  relations  will  be  cherished  for  its  pleasant  mem- 
ories. This  intercourse,  beyond  being  so  agreeable,  has  but  served  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  personal  friendship,  and  increase  my  admira- 
tion for  one  of  the  most  honorable,  manly  men  it  has  ever  been  my 
privilege  to  know,  and  for  whom  I  sincerely  wish  the  choicest  of  life's 
blessings  for  all  future  time. 

The  lion-hearted  Abbott  has  brought  to  the  position  of  Adjutant- 
General  that  experience  gained  by  long  and  constant  service  for  the 
Order  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  rank  within  the  gift  of  the  Order, 
aud  leaves  me  his  debtor  for  marked  courtesies  and  kindness. 

Assistant  Quartermaster-General  Hannon,  a  most  faithful  friend 
and  associate,  has  been  a  tower  of  strength  and  encouragement  to  me 
personally,  and  has  rendered  the  most  valuable  of  services.  I  desire 
to  record  herein  my  most  grateful  appreciation  of  his  loyalty. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

Fred  E.  Bolton, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  report  will  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports  under  the  rule.  The  Commaudery  will  now  listen  to 
the  report  of  the  Inspector-General,  Forrest  W.  Briggs. 


FRED   E.  BOLTON. 

Quartermaster-General. 
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Inspector-General  Briggs  submitted  the  following  report :  — 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Brothers: 
In  submitting  this  my  report  to  the  inspection  department  of  our 
Order  I  cannot  but  deplore  the  negligence  of  the  many  Inspectors  who 
failed  totally  to  send  me  their  consolidated  reports,  thus  depriving  their 
respective  Divisions  of  any  credit  for  the  work  done  during  the  past 
year. 

DIVISION  INSPECTIONS. 

Regarding  the  inspections  of  Division  headquarters,  would  say 
they  are  as  necessary  as  a  Camp  inspection,  since  they  show  that  in 
some  Divisions  the  Commanders  are  very  careless  or  are  not  careful 
readers  of  our  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations.  This  will  be 
shown  you  by  the  following :  — 

1.  Every  Division  has  a  charter. 

2.  All  Divisions  have  a  regularly  adopted  set  of  By-Laws,  except 
Oregon,  Colorado,  Gulf  and  Iowa. 

3.  (a)  All  Divisions  keep  a  record  of  their  Division  proceedings, 
and  all  possess  the  minutes  of  their  Division  Council  meetings,  except 
Washington  aud  Illinois. 

(b)  All    Divisions  keep  a    register   of    members  except 
Wisconsin. 

(c)  A  roster  of  officers  is  kept  by  all  Divisions  except  South 

Dakota. 

(c?)  All  Divisions  keep  a  record  of  commissions  except  Ohio, 
(e)  A  record  of  dispensations  is  not  kept  by  Wisconsin  aud 
West  Virginia. 

(/)  Ohio  and  Vermont  are  the  only  Divisions  who  do  not 
possess  a  Black  Book,  properly  kept. 

(g)  An  Adjutant's  cash  book  is  kept  by  all  Divisions  except 

Kansas. 

(h)  The  Quartermaster's  cash  book  is  not  properly  kept  in 
the  Division  of  West  Virginia. 

(i)  All  Divisions  except  Massachusetts  and  West  Virginia 
keep  a  ledger. 

4.  The  Quartermasters  of  Colorado,  West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin 
do  not  keep  an  account  with  each  Camp  as  provided  for. 

6.  Division  accounts  are  properly  kept  in  all  Divisions  except 
Colorado  and  West  Virginia. 

7.  The  Divisions  reported  in  debt  are  Iowa,  Kansas,  Indiana, 
South  Dakota,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Nebraska,  Illinois  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Vermont;  Vermont  owing  the  least,  $20;  Kansas  the  most, 
$346.    Total  indebtedness  $936.54. 

8.  All  Divisions  except  one  have  money  in  their  treasury,  the 
total  cash  balance  being  $3,400,  a  decrease  from  last  year  of  $39.60. 
Massachusetts  leads  with  the  largest  amount,  $633  53.  Pennsylvania 
follows  with  $526.48,  and  New  York  third  with  $435.39.  The  smallest 
cash  balance  shown,  West  Virginia,  $5.92.    Nebraska,  0. 
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9.  All  Divisions  have  supplies  on  hand,  the  total  value  being 
$1,236.31. 

10.  All  supplies  in  use  are  furnished  by  the  Comoiandery-in-Chief 
and  are  current. 

11.  Each  Division  Commander  has  filed  a  bond  as  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  except  South  Dakota,  the 
average  figure  being  $2,000. 

12.  The  Quartermasters  in  the  Divisions  of  Oregon,  West  Virginia, 
Illinois  and  the  Gulf,  are  reported  as  not  having  given  bonds. 

13.  Four  Divisions  pay  no  salary  and  the  remainder  give  com- 
pensation ranging  from  $1.00  in  California  to  the  Division  of  Pennsyl- 
vania whose  salary  list  amounts  to  $1,000.00,  while  Ohio  allows  ten 
per  cent  gross  receipts  from  Camps  divided  between  the  Adjutant  and 
Quartermaster. 

14.  There  are  29,801  members  in  good  standing,  average,  1,104. 
Pennsylvania  leads  with  a  membership  of  6,825.  West  Virginia 
reports  a  memberhip  of  only  45. 

15.  1,051  Camps  were  reported  in  good  standing,  an  average  of 
36  to  each  Division. 

16.  17,  18,  19.  The  total  Camps  orgauized  is  4,936;  the  total 
number  disbanded  3,007 ;  the  total  suspended  and  not  reinstated, 
1,548.    Total  number  Camps  suspended  during  the  last  year  360. 

20.  13  Divisions  rendered  the  G.A.R.  service  the  past  year;  14 
did  not. 

21.  3  Divisions  held  field  days  and  24  did  not. 

22.  According  to  the  reports  of  the  Assistant  Inspector-Generals 
all  correspondence  is  promptly  and  thoroughly  attended  to  except  iii 
West  Virginia. 

23.  All  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  are  promptly  mailed. 

24.  Camp  requisitions  are  filled  by  every  Quartermaster,  except 
West  Virginia. 

25.  (a)  All  Division  Commanders  are  familiar  with  the  secret 
work  except  West  Virginia. 

(b)  All  but  two  Adjutants  are  familiar  with  the  same  work. 

(c)  All  but  nine  Inspectors  are  familiar  with  the  same. 

(ri)  All  but  two  Mustering  Officers  are  familiar  with  the  same. 
■    26.    -27  Division  Commanders  issue  circulars  to  the  G.A.R.  offi- 
cials regarding   our  Order  and  to  the   formation  of  new  Camps ;  2 
do  not. 

27.  Several  Divisions  report  that  the  G.A.R.  do  not  assist  Camps 
to  any  extent,  and  others  that  they  are  in  the  heartiest  sympathy  at  any 
and  all  times. 

•  28.  29.  The  L.A.S.  is  established  in  all  but  9  Divisions,  and 
from  the  reports  gleaned  from  various  headquarters  it  appears  that 
wherever  an  aid  exists  it  is  of  material  benefit  to  the  Camp  with  which 
it  is  connected. 

30.  I  find  that  in  13  Divisions  the  social  feature  predominates; 
10  are  military  and  9  are  divided.  ' 

31.  32.  14  Divisions  charge  $15  for  a  charter;  one,  $18;  eleven, 
$20  ;  one,  $22,  and  one  $30.    A  charter  and  all  Camp  supplies  are  fur- 
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liished  as  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations;  some 
Divisions  include  a  Camp  seal  and  the  expenses  of  the  mustering  officer. 

33.  The  total  expense  or  cost  of  the  inspection  of  27  Division 
headquarters  amounted  to  $49.30,  a  decrease  of  8322.75  over  last  year  ; 
an  average  of  $1.80  to  each  Division. 

CAMP  INSPECTIONS. 

Regarding  Camp  inspections  would  say  that  they  have  not  been 
as  full  and  as  complete  this  year  as  we  had  hoped  for.  There  are  sev- 
eral reasons  for  this,  the  chief  one  being  the  Spanish-American  war. 

The  following  Divisions  are  not  rated  in  the  tables,  they  not  hav- 
ing reported,  although  every  effort  was  made  to  secure  them,  even  to  a 
personal  order  from  General  Shepard,  but  without  avail :  Colorado, 
Gulf,  Indiana,  Missouri  and  West  Virginia. 

The  reports  of  some  of  the  Division  inspectors  were  models  of 
neatness  and  accuracy,  while  others  contained  room  for  improvement; 
some  were  practically  of  no  value  whatever  and  caused  considerable 
delay  and  annoyance,  as  it  was  necessary  to  thoroughly  revise  and  cor- 
rect them  before  they  were  of  the  slightest  use.  Some  failed  entirely 
to  make  out  a  consolidated  report,  merely  sending  in  their  blanks  of 
Camp  inspections;  fully  75%  of  them  contained  errors  of  one  kind  or 
another  and  beside  several  reports  were  on  old  forms,  and  the  fact  that 
the  questions  and  numbers  did  not  correspond,  entailed  a  vast  amount 
of  work  upon  this  department. 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  results  obtained  from  questions 
Nos.  1  to  20  inclusive  are  as  follows  :  ■ — 

1.  374  Captains  received  a  mark  of  excellent  on  this  question,  a 
loss  from  last  year  of  60  ;  1G3  were  Good,  148  Fair  and  88  Poor. 

2.  218  Captains  were  marked  Perfect  on  their  degree  work,  a  loss 
of  35  ;  157  were  Good,  177  Fair  and  222  Poor. 

3.  27G  1st  Lieutenants  were  Perfect  in  their  ritualistic  work,  a 
loss  of  47  ;  160  were  Good,  181  Fair  and  147  Poor. 

4.  268  2d  Lieutenants  have  committed  their  degree  work  to  mem- 
ory, a  loss  of  19  ;  153  were  Good,  189  Fair  and  153  Poor. 

5.  255  Chaplains  were  Perfect,  a  loss  of  9  ;  127  were  Good,  236 
Fair  and  175  Poor. 

6.  290  Sergeants  of  the  Guard  were  Perfect,  a  loss  of  52;  260 
were  Good,  171  Fair  and  141  Poor. 

7.  But  332  officers  were  regular  in  their  attendance,  a  loss  of 
104  ;  239  were  Good,  133  Fair  and  60  Poor. 

8.  332  Camps  show  a  gain  in  membership  since  last  year,  a  loss 
of  106  ;  117  were.  Good,  88  Fair  and  226  Poor. 

9.  611  Camp  records  were  correctly  kept,  a  loss  of  134  ;  98  were 
Good,  41  Fair  and  28  Poor. 

10.  But  625  Quartermasters  have  tiled  bonds,  a  decrease  of  140; 
60  were  Good,  47  Fair  and  52  Poor. 

11.  436  Camp  officers  are  reported  as  uniformed,  a  loss  of  80; 
while  90  were  nearly  so,  78  iu  part  and  149  have  none  at  all. 

12.  419  Officers  wear  rank  straps  and  side  arms,  a  loss  of  20; 
107  received  a  rating  of  Good  on  this  question,  95  were  Fair  and  L26 
Poor. 
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13.  623  Camp  rooms  were  properly  equipped  and  marked  Excel- 
lent, a  loss  of  112  ;  93  were  Good,  33  Fair  and  54  Poor. 

14.  448  Staff  officers  are  reported  as  being  provided  with  proper 
chevrons,  a  loss  of  49  ;  47  were  Good,  43  Fair  and  126  Poor. 

15.  366  Camps  are  reported  as  fully  uniformed,  a  loss  of  106  as 
against  a  loss  of  457  last  year;  107  were  partly  uniformed,  101  made 
a  fair  showing,  and  60  have  none  whatever. 

16.  695  Camps  present  their  recruits  with  a  badge,  a  loss  of  196  ; 
20  were  Good,  18  Fair  and  37  omit  it  entirely. 

17.  General  Orders  are  read  in  779  Camps;  32  read  them  occa- 
sionally, 16  generally,  11  make  no  pretence  of  paying  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  commands  of  their  superior  officers. 

18.  793  of  the  Camps  inspected  observe  Memorial  Day;  20  were 
marked  Good,  19  Fair  and  28  disregarded  the  day  altogether. 

19.  Reports  and  dues  are  forwarded  promptly  in  584  Camps;  88 
are  Good  in  this  respect,  37  Fair  and  35  Poor. 

20.  578  Camps  forwarded  their  Surgeons'  and  Chaplains'  reports 
promptly;  38  received  mark  of  Good,  48  Fair1  and  64  Poor. 

The  following  information  is  gathered  from  replies  to  questions 
Nos.  21  to  37  :  — 

21.  Total  members  in  good  standing  23,911,  average  854. 

22.  Number  of  members  dropped  during  last  year  25,553, 
'average  91 . 

23.  Number  of  special  meetings  held  828,  average  30. 

24.  Total  value  of  Camp  property  $182,799.43,  average 
$6,527.55. 

25.  Amount  of  funds  over  total  indebtedness  $60,828.68,  average 
$2,176.90. 

26.  Amount  charged  for  annual  dues  $2,389.97,  average  $85.32. 

27.  Amount  charged  for  muster  fee  $1,389.75,  average  $49.25. 

28.  (a)  Number  of  members  relieved  660,  average  24. 
(6)  Amount  expended  $9,796.83,  average  $349.80. 

29.  Money  spent  for  the  relief  of  veterans  and  their  families 
$1,129.38,  average  $40.33. 

30.  Number  of  Camps  equipped,  555  ;  522  infantry,  17  cavalry, 
14  artillery,  1  signal  corps,  1  ambulance  corps  and  1  band. 

31.  Number  of  members  equipped  with  arms  and  accoutrements 
$6,804,  average  207. 

32.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  who  engage  in  regular  drill  466, 
average  17. 

(b)  Number  who  do  not  375,  average  14. 

33.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  who  have  aided  the  local  G.A.R.  or 
W.R.C.  375,  average  13. 

(b)  Number  who  do  not  472,  average  17. 

34.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  having  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society  259, 
average  9. 

(b)  Number  who  do  not  454,  average  16. 

35.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  where  local  G.A.R.  attend  meeting 
and  encourage  the  Camp  431,  average  15. 

^  (b)  Number  who  do  not  354,  average  13. 
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36.  (a)  Number  of  Camps  who  hold  social  gatherings  413, 
average  15. 

(6)  Number  who  do  not  286,  average  10. 

37.  Total  cost  of  Camp  inspection  $806.33,  average  $28.80. 
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Division  Inspectors,  1898 


Charles  R.  Barker 
A  G.  Benuet .  . 
(none  reported) 
M.  M.  Frisbie 
(none  reported) 
Geo  H.  Williams 
(none  reported ) 
B.  Fisher  .    .  . 
J  S.  Alexander  . 


Alabama  aud  Tennessee 

California  

Colorado   

Connecticut  .... 

Gulf  

Illinois  

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Kentucky      ......      Henry  F.  Hoeger 

Maine    Fred  E.  Hooper  . 

Maryland  and  D.C.    .    .    .      Chas.  R.  Jacobs  . 

Minnesota   A.  O  Allen     .  . 

Missouri  Frank  II  Burns  . 

Nebraska    John  G.  Kuhn  . 

New  Hampshire    ....      D.  H.  McLinn 

New  Jersey   Geo.  S.  Bogert  . 

New  York   Chas  H.  E.  Morau 

Ohio   A.  B.  L.  Booth  . 

Oregon   C.  B.  Orai  .    .  . 

Pennsylvania   Fred  A.  Demois 

Rhode  Island   Geo  W.  Hoxie  . 

♦South  Dakota   C.  R  Fisher  .  . 

Vermont  (probably)  .  .  Ira  Morse  .  .  . 
Washington   H.  C.  Phillips  . 


Anniston,  Ala. 
San  Jose,  Cal. 

Sonthington,  Conn. 

Plainfleld,  111. 

Creston,  la. 
Florence,  Kan. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Bath,  Me. 
Washington,  D  C. 
Wells,  Minn. 
Carthage,  Mo. 
Omaha,  Neb. 
Plymouth,  N  H. 
Bavonne,  N  J. 
Albany.  N.Y. 
Lockland,  0. 
Pine,  Ore. 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 
Shannock.  R.I. 
Redfleld,  So.  Dak. 
Cambridge,  Vt 
Goldendtile,  Wash. 


*  No  report  . 
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Division  Inspectors  —  Continued. 

West  Virginia      ....  W.  H.  Taylor      .    .  .  Wheeliug,  W.  Va. 

Wisconsin   W.  E.  Hitchcoek     .  .  Antigo,  Wis. 

Michigan   Lonis  B.  Kanitz,  Jr.  .  Muskegan,  Mich. 

Massachusetts      ....  William  E.  Jennings  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  report  just  read,  there  has  not  been  the 
advancement  in  the  Order  that  was  expected.  Of  course  every  one 
will  give  you  a  reason  for  it,  but  in  my  estimation,  there  are  various 
reasons,  and  I  will  not  take  up  your  valuable  time  reciting  them.  That 
out  inspections  do  not  produce  the  facts  or  benefits  sought  cannot  be 
denied  and  the  only  remedy  for  this  is  the  enforcing  of  a  uniform 
inspection  or  abolishing  the  Division  Inspection  altogether ;  as  they 
now  are  they  seem  to  me  more  like  a  farce  than  a  true  inspection. 

Why  did  Maine  and  Vermont  succeed  in  inspecting  all  their 
Camps  ?  Simpty  from  the  fact  that  they  have  systematized  their  work 
and  when  the  time  comes  for  inspection  the  AssistantTnspectors  push 
their  work  with  such  vigor  as  to  make  a  thorough  and  complete  inspec- 
tion of  every  Camp  assigned  them. 

I  would  recommend  that  all  Division  Inspectors  be  compelled  to 
return  their  consolidated  reports  to  the  Inspector-General  .not  later 
than  June  "20,  so  that  he  may  have  a  little  time  to  do  his  work,  and  not 
be  compelled  as  I  have  been  this  year,  to  make  out  the  annual  report 
the  week  before  the  Encampment,  through  delay  in  receiving  reports 
and  making  out  consolidated  reports  for  the  different  Inspectors. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  at  this  time  I  can  be  permitted  to 
thank  publicly  the  various  Inspectors  who  were  prompt  and  efficient  in 
performing  the  duties  of  their  office.  Every  year  the  Inspector-General 
has  called  the  attention  of  the  Division  Commanders  to  the  importance 
of  filling  this  office  with  careful  workers,  and  it  has  no  doubt  borne  fruit, 
but  there  is  room  for  much  improvement,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  made, 
for  the  Inspector-General  certainly  should  not  be  expected  to  make  the 
averages,  percentages,  etc.,  for  Division  Inspectors.  Yet  1  had  to  d'o 
this  work  on  the  reports  of  fifteen  Divisions  and  that  will  be  unneces- 
sary when  competent  brothers  are  appointed  in  every  Division. 

I  cannot  close  this,  my  annual  report,  without  thanking  the  various 
members  of  the  -Order  who  have  so  kindly  answered  my  every  demand 
made  upon  them,  and  especially  you,  General  Shepard,  and  your  admir- 
able assistants,  Generals  Abbott  and  Bolton ;  and  to  J.  L.  Rake  for 
the  uniform  courtesy  extended  to  me  at  all  times  in  the  performance  of 
my  duties  and  the  excellent  assistance  rendered.  Feeling,  as  I  do,  con- 
siderably put  out  regarding  the  poor  showing  made  by  me  this  year 
against  my  predecessor,  but  knowing  in  my  own  heart  that  I  have  done 
everything  in  my  power  to  produce  the  best  showing,  I  must  lay  the 
blame  where  it  belongs,  upon  the  Division  Inspectors,  who  totally  failed 
in  their  duties  by  not  reporting  at  all,  and  any  errors  made  by  me  were 
those  of  the  heart  and  not  intentional. 

Thanking  you  one  and  all  for  your  attention,  I  am 
Fraternally  yours, 

FoRiiEST  W~.  Briggs,  Inspector-General. 
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*  nih&  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  report  will  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Officers  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work.  We  will  now  have  the 
report  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  Brother  Noel. 

Judge  Advocate-General  Noel  submitted  and  read  the  following 
report :  — 

REPORT  OF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard,  Commander-in-Chief  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  9,  1899,  as  Judge  Advocate-General  of  the  Order  of  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A. 

I  have  submitted  opinions  upon  such  questions  as  have  been 
presented  to  me  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  by  other  officers  of 
the  Order  and  have  reviewed  the  work  of  courts-martial  during  the 
past  year  and  have  submitted  recommendations  thereupon  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  In  this  work  I  have  endeavored  to  exercise  the 
same  care  and  research  as  in  my  private  law  practice.  Aside  from 
these  my  official  duties  have  been  practically  nothing  and  I  submit 
herewith  copies  of  all  the  decisions  I  have  rendered. 

Thanking  you  for  the  cordial  treatment  received  during  your 
administration  and  wishing  for  yourself  and  the  Order  a  splendid 
future,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

James  W.  Noel, 
Judge  Advoca te- General. 

[The  Opinions  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  will  be  found  with 
the  Decisions  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.] 

The  Commander  in-Chief :  The  report  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports,  as  the  others. 

Next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Surgeou-General,  Brother 
McDowell. 

Surgeon-General  McDowell  submitted  and  read  the  following 
report :  — 

REPORT  OF  SURGEON-GENERAL. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard,  Commander-in-Chief,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  Herewith  I  submit  my  report  as  Surgeon- 
General  for  the  term  just  closing. 

Under  any  system  of  communication,  as  we  are  at  present  organ- 
ized, between  this  department  and  the  officers  charged  to  collect  and 
compile  the  returns  necessary  to  make  a  complete  report,  only  an 
approximate  idea  can  be  had  of  the  physical,  military  and  sociological 
characteristics  which  are  evidenced  in  our  membership.  Then,  too, 
the  fact  that  the  periods  for  the  collection  of  the  required  statistics  are 
very  much  like  the  movable  feasts  of  some  of  our  religious  organiza- 
tions, helps  to  render  the  task  assigned  to  this  department  still  more 
perplexing.  The  reports  called  for  are  supposed  to  be  made  by  the 
Camp  officers  at  the  close  of  each  calendar  year.  In  the  majority  of 
cases  they  are;    but  iu  a  large  minority  they  do  not  come  into  the 
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hands  of  the  Division  surgeons  until  early  in  the  summer  of  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  and  in  some  cases  nut  at  all. 

Nearly  complete  reports  have  been  received  from  the  surgeons  of 
24  divisions.  Out  of  a  total  of  939  Camps  in  these  Divisions  in  good 
standing  on  the  31st  of  December,  1898,  the  consolidated  reports  show 
returus  from  750  Camps,  embracing  a  total  of  23,736  members.  The 
officers  whose  duty  it  has  been  to  supervise  this  work  have  been  in  the 
main  zealous  and  careful  in  performing  it;  but  the  dereliction  and 
negligence  of  Camp  captains  are  responsible  for  whatever  failure  has 
resulted  in  the  attempts  to  compile  the  vital  statistics  of  the  Order. 

The  following  table  by  States  shows  the  status  of  the  Order 
regarding  the  available  military  strength  of  its  membership  :  — 
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The  Divisions  of  the  Gulf,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Oregon  and  Vermont 
have  failed  to  report  to  this  department. 

Owing  to  the  use  of  three  different  forms  of  blanks,  issued  to  the 
Divisions  at  different  times,  the  remainder  of  the  information  called 
for  in  form  48  of  the  Cominandery-in-Chief  blanks  is  not  authoritative. 
Some  of  these  issues  contain  30  questions,  another  41,  while  the  last 
edition  has  47.  I  would  recommend  that  Division  surgeons  be 
furnished  with  and  required  to  use  the  last  printed  form  of  blank 
prepared  by  my  predecessor,  and  which  contains  the  larger  number  of 
questions. 

The  Division  of  Michigan  furnishes  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Order,  his  age  being  .  seventy-nine.  The  average  ages  of  the  member- 
ship shows  an  increase  over  last  year,  an  analysis  of  the  reports 
showing  it  to  be  twenty-eight  years  and  four  months.  The  general 
health  of  the  Order  has  been  good,  the  average  of  disability  from 
sickness  being  about  4.8  per  1000  men. 

The  Division  of  New  York  continues  to  lead  in  the  number  of 
Camps  paying  death  and  sick  benefits  to  their  membership.  The 
Gamps  in  the  Division  of  New  Jersey  pays  the  largest  amount  of  death 
benefits,  maintaining  her  average  at  $275.00.  Maryland  has  the 
lowest  average  for  sick  benefits,  the  average  of  five  Camps  paying 
such  being  $1.98. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  surgeons  of  the  various  Divisions  for  their 
uniform  courtesy  and  my  associates  on  the  Commandery-in-Chief  staff 
for  their  aid  in  conducting  the  work  of  this  department.  To  Adjutant- 
General  Abbott,  especially,  is  this  due. 

Commander  Shepard,  I  thank  you  for  the  honor  conferred  upon 
me,  aud  its  pleasant  relations  with  the  Order  and  yourself  will  be  a 
lasting  remembrance  to  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  H.  B.  McDowELi,  MD. 

Surgeon-  General. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  will  go  to  the  committee 
under  rule. 

The  report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  is  next  in  order,  Brother 
Morris.  ; 

The  Chaplain-in-Chief  Morris  submitted  and  read  the  following 
report :  — 

!  REPORT  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 

To  Frank  L.  Shepard,  Conn  nam  der-  in- Chief,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Another  year  has  gone  and  with  it  oppor1- 
tunities  never  to  return.  The  Grand  Army  is  passing  away  and  what 
we  do  must  be  done  quickly.  In  the  last  year  over  17,000  have 
dropped  from  the  rolls.  Since  1890  the  membership  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  has  been  decreasing.  Our  membership  shouki 
be  continually  increasing.  ' 

While  there  is  patriotism  in  many  hearts,  there  is  a  lack  of  it  in 
others.    This  is  proven  by  the  slackness  of  many  Camp  Chaplains1. 


REPORT  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 


97 


While  some  are  loyal  many  are  officers  only  in  name  and  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  men  should  he  elected  to  office  instead  of  names. 

TVe  are  thankful  for  the  earnest  work  of  all  Camp  and  Division 
Chaplains.  There  are  but  three  Division  Chaplains  this  year  that 
failed  in  sending  Memorial  Day  reports,  namely,  Colorado,  Gulf  and 
Kentucky.    Last  year  there  were  five. 

Some  of  the  Division  Chaplains  deserve  special  honors  for  more 
than  earnest  work:    Wm.  T.  Beale  of  Massachusetts,  Rev.  J.  E. 

Zeiter  of  Connecticut,  W.  T.  Hay  of  Pennsylvania,  of 

California,  H.  C.  Dana  of  Rhode  Island;  Massachusetts,  California 
and  Rhode  Island  reporting  all  Camps  reporting.  Massachusetts, 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  show  great  and  increasing  interest  in  the 
membership  by  the  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

May  we  not  expect  an  increase  in  membership  during  the  coining 
year?  Our  hearts  are  fired  with  new  resolves,  the  flames  of  patriotism 
are  burning  brighter,  and  in  contact  with  the  membership  of  our  Order 
we  can  spread  the  fire  and  reflect  the  light  of  our  increasing  interest. 

In  P.,  C.  and  L., 

I  remain  your  brother, 

Rev.  A.  J.  Morris, 

Chaplain-in- Ch  ief. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 

The  next  business  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Council- in-Chief. 
Brother  Haycraft  of  the  Couucil-in-Chief  will  read  the  report. 

Brother  J.  E.  Haycraft,  Secretary  of  the  Council-in-Chief,  sub- 
mitted and  read  the  following  report :  — 

REPORT  OK  COUNCIL- IN-CHIEF. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  Greeting:  — 

Brothers:  The  Couucil-in-Chief  begs  leave  herewith  to  present  its 
report  of  its  proceedings  and  transactions  during  the  past  year. 
Immediately  upon  adjournment  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encamp- 
ment held  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  the  Council  was  organized  by  the  election 
of  H.  H.  Hammer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  as  chairman,  and 
J.  E.  Haycraft  of  the  Minnesota  Division  as  secretary. 

The  bond  of  Commander-in-Chief  Frank  L.  IShepard  was  fixed 
to  be  in  the  sum  of  $10,000,  and  the  bond  of  Quartermaster-General 
Fred  E.  Bolton  to  be  in  the  sum  of  §5,000  ;  both  of  which  were  sub- 
sequently approved  by  said  Council  after  proper  inquiry  as  to  the 
sureties. 

Under  date  of  June  9,  1899,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  this  Council, 
the  date  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  was  fixed  to  be  Sept. 
6,  7,  8  and  9,  1899. 

We  have  carefully  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Adjutaut-General  and  Quartermaster-General,  all  of  which  we  found 
correct,  well  and  neatly  kept,  and  have  certified  the  same  ou  the  respec- 
tive books  thereof.  The  financial  management  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  has  been  conducted  in  a  manner  which  is  highly  deserving  of 
praise  and  commendation  and  we  do  herewith  recommend  the  bestowal 
of  the  same.  We  deem  it  superfluous  to  refer  to  the  excellent  report 
and  comparative  statements  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  as  they 
are  self-explanatory. 

We  recommend  that  the  per  capita  tax  remain  as  it  now  is  —  four 
cents  per  quarter. 

In  the  matter  of  badges,  decorations  and  supplies  for  the  Order, 
which  is  now  a  question  of  consideration  for  this  Encampment,  owing 
to  the  death  of  Maj.  A.  P.  Davis,  by  which  all  contracts,  either 
expressed  or  implied,  for  such  badges,  decorations  and  supplies,  as 
filled  by  him,  now  cease.  The  interests  of  the  Order,  in  our  judg- 
ment, now  demands  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  deal  direct  in  sup- 
plying the  badges,  decorations  and  such  supplies  as  were  previously 
furnished  the  Order  by  Major  Davis.  We  feel  that  the  profits,  if  any, 
should  rightfully  only  be  realized  by  the  Order  and  in  future  by  no 
one  else.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  badges  and  decorations 
be  purchased  by  the  Quartermaster-General;  that  proposals  or  bids 
be  secured  for  the  supplying,  furnishing  or  manufacture  of  the  same; 
that  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  always  be  given  the  contract;  that 
dies  or  cuts  of  our  decoration  badges  and  such  other  badges  as  may 
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be  necessary,  be  procured  by  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  that  the 
price  of  supplying  the  same  be  at  a  fair  profit. 

We  recommend  that  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief,  Adjutant- 
General  and  Quartermaster- General  be  constituted  a  committee  to 
design  and  supply  a  new  buttonhole  decoration  for  the  Order,  and  that 
the  same  be  more  expressive  and  symbolic  of  the  Order. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  P.,  C.  and  L., 

H.  H.  Hammer,  Chairman, 
J.  E.  Haycraft,  Secretary, 
Geo.  E.  Cos,  S.V.- Commander-in-Chief 
"         Z.  C  Green,  J.  V.- Commander-in-Chief. 

The    Commander-in-Chief :    The  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  under  the  rule. 
What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  the  Encampment? 

recess  till  two  o'clock  p.m. 

A.  S.  Moulthrop  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
Encampment  do  now  take  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.m. 

Schuyler  Tipton  of  Indiana :   Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Commandery-in-Chief  took 
recess  until  2  o'clock  p.m. 


FRIDAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

2  o'clock  p.m. 

Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Commander-in-Chief  :  The  brothers  will  come  to  order.  If  it  is 
your  pleasure,  we  will  receive  the  committee  from  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  before  the  formal  opening  of  the  Encampment.  Immediately 
after  the  reception  of  the  committee  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  we 
will  proceed  with  the  opening  of  the  Encampment  and  the  business  of 
the  afternoon  session.  I  will  appoint  as  a  committee  to  escort  the 
ladies  to  the  platform:  Past  Chaplain-in-Chief  Patton  of  Wisconsin, 
Rev.  Otho  Brandt  of  Pennsylvania,  Surgeon-General  McDowell  of 
Wisconsin,  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  Cox,  and  Junior  Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief  Green.  The  committee  will  retire  and  escort  the 
delegation  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  to  this  platform. 

RECEPTION   OF   COMMITTEE  FROM   LADIES'   AID  SOCIETY. 

The  committee  retired  and  returned,  escorting  Mrs.  Margaret 
Howey  Coe,  Miss  Kate  G.  Raynor,  Miss  Jones  and  Mrs.  Warren  to 
the  platform. 

Past  Chaplain-in-Chief  Patton  :  Commander,  I  have  the  honor  of 
presenting  to  you  and  to  this  Encampment  a  committee  of  ladies  from 
our  sister  society,  to  tender  to  us  their  fraternal  greetings  :  Mrs.  Coer 
Miss  Raynor,  Miss  Jones  and  Mrs.  Warren. 
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Mrs.  Coe :  Commander-in-Chief,  we  are  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  to  bring  you  the  following  message  :  — 

Dktroit,  Mich.,  Sept.  8,  1899. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  Greeting. 

In  accordance  with  time-honored  custom,  which  makes  our  duty  imperative, 
we  appear  before  you  this  afternoon  to  extend  to  you  some  evidence  of  our 
fraternal  regard.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  year  after  year  someone  is 
called  to  perform  this  duty,  we  desire  to  assure  yon  that  we  do  not  regard  it 
iu  any  sense  as  compulsory,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  is  always  performed  with 
an  increased  sense  of  pleasure  born  of  gratitude  to  you  for  the  good  cheer  you 
always  bring  to  these  our  annual  gatherings. 

More,  perhaps,  this  year  than  ever  before,  do  we  feel  the  blessedness  of 
your  presence.  Your  hopeful  faces  to  encourage,  your  merry  laugh  to  enlighten 
and  your  conversation  to  entertain.  But  let  it  lie  understood,  that  our  greet- 
ing has  for  its  foundation  a  deeper  stratum.  Trausitory,  indeed,  would  lie  our 
love  were  it  not  more  firmly  laid  than  the  mere  pleasure  of  the  hour.  Erected 
as  our  Orders  are  upou  the  firm  basis  of  the  Union,  we  can  but  call  yon  brothers 
and  as  brothers  love  you,  and  loving  you,  tender  to  you  our  most  hearty  sup- 
port in  carryiug  out  the  purposes  and  objects  of  your  Order. 

We  "wish  you  a  profitable  and  harmonious  Encampment,  a  prosperous 
future  and  all  the  pleasures  consistent  with  the  laws  of  our  being,  and  as  we 
continue  to  meet  and  greet  each  other  in  these  Encampments,  may  our  friend- 
ship grow  stronger,  our  charity  broader  and  our  loyalty  more  unflinching. 

So  once  again  we  give  you  greeting, 
And,  lest  we  be  misundei  stood, 
Repent  that  we  are  with  you,  brothers, 
b'ov  all  that  is  loyal,  grand  and  good. 

[Applause.] 

God  bless  you,  boys  !  Accept  our  greetings.  Your  merits  claim  our  good 
wishes  and  best  love. 

Margaret  Howey  Cok, 
Kate  G.  Raynor, 

Committee . 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Before  we  express  our  gratification  at 
receiving  this  visit  and  the  greetings  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  we 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  from  Miss  Raynor. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  also  called  upon  Miss  Jones  and  Mrs. 
Warren,  who  kindly  responded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Ladies,  it  is  an  honor,  indeed,  for  our 
organization  to  be  associated  with  so  worthy  and  so  noble  a  society  as 
the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  a  society  that  was  organized,  like  our  own,  to 
preserve  the  institutions  and  keep  green  the  memories  of  our  fathers 
and  our  fathers'  comrades,  the  boys  in  blue,  who  to  heart  beat  and 
drum  beat  carried  our  glorious  flag  through  the  darkest  days  of  the 
Republic.  In  order  that  the  response  to  your  generous  greeting  may 
be  adequate,  I  will  invite  Past  Chaplain-in-Chief  Patton  of  Wisconsin 
to  discharge  that  pleasant  duty. 

Past  Chaplain-in-Chief  Patton  :  Commander-in-Chief  and  Sisters 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  I  scarcely  know  why  our  Commander-in- 
Chief  has  delegated  to  me  so  honorable  a  task,  and  perhaps  he  does 
not  know  — maybe  he  does  —  that  I  have  always  felt,  and  maybe  I 
have  been  a  little  proud  and  self-conscious  of  the  fact,  that  I  have 
always  been  successful  with  the  ladies,  and  a  little  incident  which 
occurred  early  in  my  career  may,  perhaps,  have  made  me  conceited  ; 


102 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


but  the  fact  is,  that  the  first  woman  I  ever  asked  to  marry  me  said 
yes.  [Laughter.]  I  have  always  felt  a  little  conceited  since  that 
time,  though  perhaps  not  correctly. 

We  are  glad  to  greet  you  here  and  meet  you  here  this  afternoon. 
We  are  glad  to  listen  to  your  words  of  warm  and  affectionate  welcome 
and  Godspeed.  We  have  heard  your  voices  before.  We  have  seen 
your  faces  before,  we  know  that  you  mean  all  that  you  say,  and  we 
know  that,  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  it,  so  we  may  recipro- 
cally express  it,  that  we  love  you,  and  when  we  say  that  you  know 
that  we  mean  it  in  the  highest  and  purest  sense ;  and  that  we  may  say 
of  you,  our  sisters  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  as  one  worthier  than  I 
has  said  :  — 

"  She  isn't  an  angel,  she  isn't  a  goddess, 
She  isn't  a  lity,  a  rose  or  a  pearl, 
She  is  simply  what's  sweeter,  completer  and  neater, 
A  dear  little,  queer  little,  sweet  little  girl." 

[Applause.] 

So  we  bear  to  you  our  greetings,  recognizing  that  you  occupy  this 
position  relative  to  us.  We  look  upon  you  as  our  sisters  in  a  high 
sense,  and  feel  that  we  are  encouraged  and  made  better  by  the  cordial 
greetings  which  come  to  us  year  after  year  frorr.  your  society  and 
from  your  hearts.  I  remember  a  certain  theologian  and  philosopher, 
St.  Paul,  said  once  upon  a  time  that  if  a  woman  would  learn  anything, 
let  her  ask  her  husband  at  home.  Brothers,  would  they  learn  much? 
[Laughter  ]  And  besides,  how  would  it  be  with  those  who  have  no 
husbands?  [Laughter.  A  voice:  "Let  her  get  one."]  You  are 
learning  in  the  practice  of  worldly  affairs  ;  you  are  learning,  perhaps, 
something  which  your  prospective  husbands  will  wish  you  had  not 
learned,  when  you  come  with  them  to  Encampments  in  future  years. 
Nevertheless,  you  are  learning  to  be  practical  and  it  is  the  practical 
woman  Avho  is  to  control  the  future.  We  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
woman  of  today  has  a  controlling  hold  upon  the  future  of  the  race. 
We  see  her  controlling  influence  in  the  schools ;  we  see  that  she  does 
control  and  mould  the  intellect  and  heart  of  the  race  there.  We  know 
that  woman  controls  the  race  in  the  home.  We  see  today  in  the 
business  world  that  woman  is  taking  her  rightful  place  with  the  men  of 
the  world,  and  she  is  holding  her  own  in  this  position.  We  learn  that 
there  are  no  less  than  25,000  lady  physicians  practising  medicine  in 
this  country  and  more  than  3,000,000  women  in  this  country  are 
earning  their  own  living  entirely,  and  no  less  than  2,700  women  are 
supporting  their  husbands  in  the  city  of  New  York;  which  is  a  blessed 
prospect  for  many  bachelors,  such  as  are  on  the  front  row  in  this 
room.     [Laughter  and  applause.] 

In  all  these  things  we  see  that  woman  is  pushing  her  way  to  the 
front  and  controlling  the  future,  and  we  recognize  that  woman  has  and 
does  in  a  great  degree  control  the  heart  and  conscience  of  Christendom. 

The  heart  and  conscience  of  Christendom  is  in  the  hands  of  woman. 
It  is  right  that  it  should  be.  We  are  glad  that  it  is  so ;  we  feel  safe 
in  leaving  it  there,  and  we  feel  safe  in  leaving  with  you  our  goodwill 
and  sympathy  with  reference  to  our  Order.  We  believe  that  the  heart 
and  conscience  of  our  Order  are  safe  in  your  keeping  and  that  you  are 
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in  sympathy  with  everything  which  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Order,  for 
the  propagation  of  patriotism,  for  the  development  of  the  patriotic 
spirit,  just  as  much  so  as  were  your  mothers  and  relatives  in  the  days 
of  the  Rebellion,  when  they  gave  their  husbands  and  their  sons  to  go 
out  and  do  battle  against  the  enemy.  I  am  convinced  of  this.  And, 
brothers,  when  we  are  looking  forward  and  considering  the  question 
as  to  who  is  to  be  the  coming  man,  I  am  convinced  that  we  are  not 
looking  in  the  right  direction  ;  for  the  coming  man  I  am  convinced,  as 
I  study  this  question  and  as  I  hear  the  greetings  of  these  sisters  year 
after  year  and  see  them  and  their  sisters  and  the  progress  they  are 
making  in  the  ways  of  the  world,  I  am  convinced,  as  I  say,  that  the  com- 
ing man  will  not  be  a  man,  but  a  woman.  [Laughter  and  applause.] 
To  you  we  extend  our  heartiest  greeting  and  love  and  affection, 
and  hand  in  hand  and  heart  to  heart  we  will  press  forward.  If  God 
spares  us  to  meet  another  year  we  hope  that  we  will  see  in  both  Orders 
that  development  and  progress  we  each  so  earnestly  desire  and  are  so 
earnestly  laboring  to  bring  about. 

May  God  bless  you  in  all  your  labors  !  [Applause.] 
Mrs.  Coe :  Commander-in-Chief,  we  have  enjoyed  our  visit  very 
much.    We  appreciate  your  very  hospitable  entertainment,  but,  as  we 
have  business  and  you  have  business  to  transact,  if  you  will  excuse  ns, 
we  will  retire. 

The  committee  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  retired,  escorted  by 
the  committee  ;  and  the  Encampment  was  opened  in  due  form. 

Commander-in-Chief :  The  Adjutant-General  will  proceed  with  the 
call  of  the  roll. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  calling  of  the 
roll  be  dispensed  with. 

C.  J.  Deckman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  1  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  calling  of  the  roll  dispensed  with. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  first  order  of  business  this  morn- 
ing is  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions. Is  the  chairman  of  that  committee  present?  He  does  not 
respond.  Is  the  Committee  on  Rituals  and  Ceremonies  ready  to  report, 
Past  Division  Commander  McGuire? 

REPORT  OF  THE   COMMITTEE   ON   RITUALS   AND  CEREMONIES. 

Past  Division  Commander  McGuire,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Rituals  and  Ceremonies,  submitted  and  read  the  following  report  :  — 

To  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Rituals  and  Ceremonies,  beg  leave  to 

make  the  following  report :  — 

We  recommend  that  no  amendments  or  alterations  whatever  be 

made  to  the  present  Ritual. 

Newton  J.  McGuire, 
B.  Prack, 

E.  H.  Archer, 

F.  W.  Briggs, 
George  S.  Whitmore, 

Committee  on  Rituals. 
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S.  S.  Horn  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  1  move  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Rituals  and  Ceremonies  be  adopted  as  read. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion, 
adding  to  it  that  the  committee  be  discharged  with  the  thanks  of  this 
Encampment. 

The  motion  Avas  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  General  Buncly,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work,  present? 
Brother  Bundy  does  not  seem  to  be  here. 

Brothers  of  the  Encampment,  while  we  have  a  few  moments  at 
this  time  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
opportunity  thus  afforded  us  of  hearing  from  our  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling,  who  was  absent  from  our  last  year's 
Encampment  by  reason  of  his  services  in  the  Spanish-American  war. 
I  will  ask  Inspector-General  to  escort  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Dar- 
ling to  the  platform.  [Applause.] 

The  Inspector-General:  Commander,  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Darling  does  not  seem  to  be  in  the  hall. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  think  the  Inspector-General  can  find 

him. 

Geo.  N.  Howard  of  Massachusetts:  Commander,  while  we  are 
waiting  I  would  like  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
convey  our  greetings  to  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  ask  for  the  dis- 
charge of  that  committee. 

The  Commauder-in-Chief  :  While  the  Inspector-General  is  finding 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling,  we  will  hear  the  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Greetings  to  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Commander 
Howard  of  Massachusetts,  Chairman. 

REPORT  OV  COMMITTEE  ON  GREETINGS  TO  LADIES'   AID  SOCIETY. 

George  N.  Howard  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  with  becoming 
modesty  and  whatever  tact  we  possess  we  performed  the  duty  assigned 
to  us  which  was,  I  assure  you,  an  exceedingly  pleasant  one,  and 
proceeded  to  the  Encampment  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Societ}'.  We  were 
warmly  received  and  hospitably  entertained,  treated  as  only  the  Ladies' 
Aid  knows  how  to  treat  Sons  of  Veterans.  I  conveyed  to  them  your 
appreciation  of  their  efforts  in  the  past,  your  goodwill  towards  their 
Order  as  such,  and  also  assured  them  of  our  confidence  in  them,  of  our 
respect  for  them  and  our  desire  that  together  we  might  co-operate  in 
bringing  the  Orders  to  the  position  which  the}'  ought  to  attain. 

I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  committee  be  now  discharged. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  If  there  is  no  objection  that  order  will 
be  made  as  the  order  of  this  Encampment  and  the  committee  will  be 
discharged  with  the  thanks  of  this  Encampment. 

If  the  Encampment  desires  we  will  now  hear  from  the  committee 
appointed  by  direction  of  the  1896  Encampment  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  advisability  of  founding  a  military  college.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee,  A.  L.  Sortor,  Jr.,  of  Iowa,  is  here,  and  if  he  is  ready 
to  report  we  will  listen  to  the  report  of  that  committee. 
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A.  L.  Sorter,  Jr.,  of  Iowa,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ou  Mili- 
tary College,  appointed  by  the  order  of  the  1897  Encampment,  sub- 
mitted and  read  the  following  report :   


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  COLLEGE. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepakd,  Commancler-in-OJiief,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Sir:  The  Committee  on  Military  College,  appointed  by  order  of 
the  Indianapolis  Encampment  of  1896,  has  the  honor  to  report  as 
follows  :  — 

First,  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  favor  shown  in 
permitting  us  to  report  at  this  time  because  of  the  absence  of  Captain 
Wren  and  Captain  Sortor  from  the  Omaha  Encampment,  owing  to 
military  duties  as  officers  in  the  volunteer  army  of  the  United  States. 

Previous  to  the  declaration  of  war  in  1898,  we  sent  through 
Division  headquarters  a  communication  to  each  Camp  in  the  Order, 
asking  in  substance  this  question:  ."  Would  you  favor  the  founding  of 
a  National  Military  College  by  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  as  a 
memorial  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil  War,  provided 
it  was  amply  endowed  and  properly  managed?  " 

This  question  was  propounded  in  order  to  obtain  an  expression 
from  the  Camps  and  to  ascertain  the  sentiment  of  the  Order  at  large, 
provided  the  practicability  of  the  proposition  could  be  demonstrated. 

At  the  same  time  press  slips  were  sent  through  the  same  channels 
and  the  enterprise  was  commended  by  the  leading  papers  in  nearly 
every  State. 

Replies  to  the  inquiry  submitted  to  the  Camps  were  numerous. 
None  were  hostile  to  the  proposition,  some  asked  for  more  information, 
while  a  vast  majority  unhesitatingly  commended  the  idea  as  a  worthy 
one  and  offered  to  assist,  should  the  movement  be  approved  by  the 
C  omm  and  e  ry  -  in  -  C  h  ie  f . 

In  fact,  from  every  source  the  same  opinion  was  expressed  and 
every  one  agreed  that  no  greater  or  more  lasting  memorial  could  be 
reared.  All  agreed  that  this  movement  should  be  headed  by  the  sons 
•of  men  whose  valor  it  was  designated  to  recognize  and  whose  memory 
it  sought  to  perpetuate. 

Cities  offered  to  bonus  the  college  in  consideration  of  securing  ite 
location,  the  general  public  appiwed  and  wealthy  men  promised  to 
assist  it  financially;  kindred  patriotic  bodies  suggested  co-operation, 
and  in  the  good  State  of  Iowa  the  last  half  hour  of  the  session  of  our 
legislature  was  consumed  in  passing  a  resolution  commending  the  Order 
for  its  practical  patriotism  in  proposing  the  founding  of  this  institution, 
inviting  us  to  locate  in  the  State  and  saying  in  substance  that  a  build- 
ing should  be  erected  as  a  memorial  to  Iowa's  boys  in  the  Civil  War. 
Then  a  half  million  dollars  were  placed  in  the  governor's  hands  to  be 
used  in  sending  us  into  the  field,  and  the  session  adjourned. 

We  have  failed  to  encounter  any  opposition  to  the  founding  of  n 
great  National  military  college,  designed  to  inculcate  the  principles  of 
patriotism  for  which  our  fathers  fought,  and  to  be  a  memorial  to  their 
valor. 
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For  fear  its  practicability  might  be  questioned  before  a  fair  inves- 
tigation was  made,  the  friends  of  the  enterprise  went  to  Indianapolis 
and  simply  asked  the  appointment  of  this  committee  to  investigate  its 
merits  and  report  some  feasible  plan  for  the  establishment  of  an  insti- 
tution worthy  of  this  Order  and  the  men  it  seeks  to  honor. 

We  asked  this,  too,  that  all  might  have  ample  time  for  reflection 
and  that  the  combined  wisdom  of  all  might  mature  a  plan  so  perfect 
that  it  could  not  fail  of  adoption.  We  believed  then  as  now  that  this 
proposition  meant  so  much  for  the  Order  that  its  ultimate  consummation 
was  to  be  desired  and  its  success  should  not  be  imperiled  by  hasty  action. 

In  submitting  apian  for  your  consideration  it  is  with  a  full  realiza- 
tion of  the  immensity  of  the  enterprise  and  of  the  responsibility  attend- 
ing the  undertaking. 

This  report  is  not  made  without  due  consideration  of  all  of  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  achieving  so  grand  a  result.  It  is 
made  only  after  years  of  careful  study,  and  of  two  years  of  official 
inquiry.  The  proposition  has  been  viewed  from  every  possible  stand- 
point, historical,  educational,  financial,  legal,  military,  moral,  relig- 
ious, fraternal,  patriotic;  viewing  it  from  each  of  these  standpoints, 
the  best  authorities  in  the  land  have  been  consulted,  and  all  agree  that 
a  feasible  plan  can  be  presented. 

All  agree  that  the  Order  is  capable  of  takiug  advantage  of  the 
desire  of  the  Americau  people  to  honor  the  memory  of  our  soldier  sires, 
and  carry  forward  to  success  this  great  enterprise.  We  do  not  believe 
that  so  great  a  work  can  be  accomplished  without  years  of  labor  upon 
the  part  of  men  who  are  true  to  the  vows  of  this  Order. 

But  we  do  believe  that  the  Order  is  now  composed  of  men  of 
discretion  and  ability,  fully  capable  of  founding  and  conducting  the 
affairs  of  so  grand  an  institution  as  has  been  proposed. 

We  therefore  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  this  Order 
approve  the  suggestion  that  we  found  a  National  Military  College, 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  Army  in  the 
Civil  War,  and  to  the  loyal  women  of  war  times. 

That  the  present  Commander-iu-Chief  be  instructed  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  five  whose  duties  it  shall  be  to  receive  propositions  from 
localities  desiring  to  secure  the  location  of  this  institution,  and  to 
superintend  the  circulation  of  conditional  pledges  for  financial  support. 
That  these  pledges  be  made  payable  to  the  Quartermaster  General  of 
this  Order  on  Oct.  1,  1900,  provided  a  sufficient  amount  is  pledged  to 
warrant  proceeding  with  the  work. 

That  these  conditional  pledge  blanks  be  circulated  under  the 
supervision  of  the  committee,  through  the  medium  of  the  various 
Divisions  and  Camps,  and  same  to  be  collected  and  produced  at  the 
time  of  making  report,  but  that  no  funds  be  collected  until  after  the 
incorporation  of  the  necessary  college  association.  That  this  commit- 
tee consider  location  and  report  the  propositions  made  by  localities 
desiring  to  secure  the  College,  and  that  the  matter  of  location  be 
determined  by  ballot  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief. 

That  this  committee  serve  without   salary  or  expense  to  the 
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Order,  but  that  it  be  allowed  to  state  its  probable  needs,  financially,  to 
the  Camps  and  various  Divisions,  and  that  the  Quartermaster-General 
be  authorized  to  receive  voluntary  contributions  to  an  expense  fund  for 
the  use  of  this  committee. 

That  the  reception  of  the  report  of  this  committee  be  made  a 
special  order  of  business  at  our  next  annual  meeting,  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  committee  have  secured  sufficient  pledges  of  financial 
support  to  warrant  proceeding  with  the  work,  that  a  location  be 
selected  and  the  necessary  corporation  be  formed  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  wherein  the  college  is  to  be  located,  for  the  purpose  of  owning 
the  necessary  property  and  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  college. 

That  this  college  be  under  the  direction  of  five  regents,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  the  governor  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  located,  one  to 
be  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  and  the 
other  three  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Commaudery-in-Chief,  the  first  to  serve  three  years,  the  second,  two 
years,  the  third,  one  year,  and  that  thereafter  one  elective  regent  be 
chosen  by  ballot  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Commandery- in-Chief,  to 
serve  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  &  L., 

A.  L.  Sortor,  Jr.,  Iowa, 
Manly  Wren,  Missouri, 
Geo.  E.  Cox,  Connecticut, 
Herbert  0.  Bixrv,  Vermont, 

Committee. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brothers,  we  have  here  the  report  of 
the  committee.    What  is  your  pleasure? 

George  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  be  adopted  and  the  same  committee  be  con- 
tinued to  pursue  that  work. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Adjutant-General  Abbott :  Commander,  I  would  move  to  amend 
that  motion  in  one  particular  as  I  think  some  of  the  present  committee 
are  not  come-at-able.  I  certainly  would  be  in  favor  of  Brother  Sortor 
beino'  continued  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  but  I  would  susffest 
that  possibly  there  might  be  some  additions  to  it  that  would  be  more 
helpful  to  him  in  this  work. 

George  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  with  the  consent 
of  the  second  to  my  motion,  I  will  withdraw  that  part  of  it,  and  leave 
the  appointment  of  the  entire  committee  with  the  Encampment,  as 
recommended  by  the  committee. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  second  consents  to  the  amendment, 
and  the  question  is  now  upon  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
as  read. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  report  of  the  committee  adopted. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Is  there  anything  further  to  come  before 
the  Encampment? 

[Cries  of  "Thurston,"  "Thurston,"  "Thurston."] 
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The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brothers  of  the  Encampment,  we  have 
with  us  at  this  session  of  our  Encampment  our  distinguished  constitu- 
tional life  member,  Senator  John  M.  Thurston  of  Nebraska.  I  will 
ask  the  Quartermaster-General  to  escort  Senator  Thurston  to  the  plat- 
form that  he  may  address  us.  [Applause.]  Our  constitutional  life 
member  and  our  brother  needs  no  introduction  to  the  membership  of 
this  Encampment,  Senator  Thurston.     [Great  applause.] 

senator  thurston's  address. 

Senator  Thurston:  Commander-in-Chief  and  brothers,  I  am  a 
most  unfortunate  member  of  this  Order  to-day.  I  have  fallen  in  with 
some  of  my  associates  of  the  K.O.C.,  and  I  appear  before  you  very 
much  in  line  with  the  story  that  I  heard  of  the  old  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  had  been  married  a  great  many  years  and  was 
childless,  and  it  happened  that  his  church  was  very  much  in  debt,  and 
every  Sunday  morning  he  raised  his  voice  in  prayer  and  petitioned  the 
Lord  for  two  great  blessings  :  one  was  that  his  blessed  church  might 
be  placed  out  of  debt,  and  the  other  was  that  his  wife  would  bless  him 
with  a  son.  Well,  years  passed  by  and  the  petition  went  up  regularly. 
Finally,  as  they  met  one  Suncla}^  morning  the  whole  congregation  heard 
the  news  that  a  rich  parishioner  had  died  and  left  a  bequest  that  lifted 
the  debt  of  the  church,  and  also  that  the  pastor's  wife  had  blessed  him 
with  a  son ;  and  as  they  gathered  in  church  there  was  great  interest 
taken  as  to  what  the  pastor  would  say.  Some  said,  "  He  will  thank 
God  that  the  church  has  been  relieved  from  debt."  Others  said,  "  He 
will  thank  God  that  his  wife  has  given  him  a  son."  And  the  excite- 
ment became  very  intense,  and  the  old  elders  got  into  a  little  betting- 
down  the  aisles ;  and  finally,  the  pastor  arose  and  lifted  his  hands  and 
said,  "  O  God,  we  thank  thee  for  the  mccor  thou  hast  given  us"  aud 
all  bets  were  off.  [Laughter.]  So  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  are 
thanking  God  for  the  "  sucker"  He  has  given  you. 

But,  seriously,  brothers,  I' am  very  glad  to  meet  with  you  here  to- 
day. Since  you  did  me  the  honor  of  electing  me  as  a  life  member  of 
this  splendid  organization,  I  have  registered  a  vow  that  as  long  as  I 
live  and  have  health  I  will  be  with  you  at  every  Encampment, 
[Applause]  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  speeches,  because  I  am 
tired  of  making  speeches.  I  have  to  make  speeches  everywhere — but 
simply  to  be  one  of  you,  to  get  close  to  you,  as  the  old  fellow  said,  to 
get  right  up  where  we  can  put  our  arms  around  each  other.  I  am  not 
here  to  make  a  speech.  Speechmaking  is  more  or  less  out  of  place. 
You  are  here  for  business  and  for  the  work  of  the  Order,  and  anything 
I  can  do  to  assist  you  in  the  work  of  the  Order  I  will  gladly  do  as  an 
humble  brother.  I  have  not  clone  much  in  the  way  of  assisting  this 
Order.  I  have  been  a  busy  man  in  outside  affairs.  The  most  I  can 
give  you  is  my  best  wishes,  my  help  wherever  it  will  be  of  any  impor- 
tance, and  Godspeed  in  this  splendid  work. 

We  have  a  great  heritage.  We  have  inherited  the  valor  of  our 
ancestors,  and  whether  in  our  lifetime  we  have  an  opportunity  to  emu- 
late their  example  we  will  still  carry  forward  to  posterity  the  glory  of 
their  achievements.    We  live  in  a  great  time.    We  are  a  part  of  a 
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grand  historical  epoch  in  this  republic,  this  republic  that  stands  as  the 
leader  of  the  civilization  and  enlightenment  of  the  world.  Our  fathers 
fought  a  great  fight.  They  won  great  victories.  They  live  in  history. 
Their  names  are  glorified  and  we  are  living  in  a  great  historical  time. 
We  have  been  making  history,  you  and  I ;  some  of  us  in  the  field,  some 
in  the  forum,  some  in  private  life;  but  we  have  all  been  working  to 
one  great  end,  the  uplifting  of  humanity,  the  advancement  of  civiliza- 
tion, the  downfall  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  ' 

I  was  wouderfully  impressed  the  other  day  when  our  First  Nebr:i>k:i 
Regiment  came  back  from  the  Philippines.  [Applause.]  I  was  wonder- 
fully impressed  because  in  my  own  lifetime  I  remember  two  historical 
events  in  which  the  boys  came  back  from  war,  war  for  the  flag  that 
symbolizes  liberty  and  enlightenment.  Many  of  the  sous  of  the  fathers 
who  transmitted  to  us  the  heritage  of  glory  have  gone  out  in  this  last 
year  to  fight  as  the  fathers  fought,  under  the  flag,  and  thank  God  !  Ihey 
have  brought  back  to  us  the  same  grand  measure  of  achievement  that 
our  fathers  brought  back  to  us  from  Appomattox.  [Applause.]  Not 
all  of  them  came  back.  Some  of  them  were  left  on  foreign  shores. 
Some  of  them  gave  their  lives  as  our  fathers  gave  theirs,  and  as  my 
father  gave  his,  for  the  honor  of  the  flag.  Some  of  them  are  at  rest 
forever;  and,  gentlemen  we  do  not  mourn.  To  live  long  neutral  lives 
is  nothing.  To  live  a  few  glorious  years  and  fearlessly  face  the  Infinite, 
to  calmly  meet  the  Master  in  humanity's  cause  is  sublime.  [Applause.] 
And  so  when  our  boys,  my  boys — because  Company  L  of  the  First 
Nebraska  was  named  for  me,  the  "  Thurston  Rifles," — when  they  came 
home  I  said  to  them  the  other  night,  and  I  said  it  with  all  my  heart, 
that  in  greeting  them  from  victories  won,  the  emotions  were  so 
strangely  and  wonderfully  blended  that  for  the  heroic  living  there  were 
tears  in  our  cheers,  and  for  the  heroic  dead  there  were  cheers  in  our 
tears.  [Applause.]  And  I  said  to  them  one  other  thing  that  I  will 
repeat  here  today  because  this  is  a  patriotic  organization  without 
politics  in.it  [Applause],  simply  mindful  of  the  welfare  of  our  country, 
its  honor  and  its  glory  —  I  said  to  tbem  as  I  say  now,  that  we  welcomed 
them  because  they  were  brave,  yes,  but  I  said  to  them  that  all  soldiers 
had  been  brave  since  the  beginning  of  time.  Those  who  fought  against 
our  fathers  were  brave  and  gave  exhibitions  of  heroism  that  will  live 
forever.  The  soldiers  that  have  fought  for  tyranny  and  oppression  and 
conquest  and  dominion  have  been  brave  ever  since  the  world  began,  and 
it  is  not  for  that  we  honor  them  the  most.  Soldiers  will  live  in  history 
not  for  their  valor  but  for  the  cause  for  which  they  fought.  [Applause.] 
That  is  why  our  fathers  live  illustrious,  undying,  in  the  annals  of  fame, 
and  that  is  why  the  soldier  boys  who  have  gone  out  from  this  organiza- 
tion and  have  fought  in  Cuba  and  in  the  Philippines  will  live  in  the  glory 
of  history.  [Applause.]  Because  they  have  fought  for  a  great  cause. 
[Applause.]  And  I  said  to  them  as  I  say  now,  that  any  man,  whoever 
he  may  be,  who  attempts  to  belittle  or  traduce  the  cause  for  which  our 
brave  boys  have  fought,  robs  them  of  a  part  of  the  glory  that  history 
will  give  them.     [Great  applause.] 

The  United  States  of  America  has  never  waged  a  war  for  conquest 
or  dominion.  [Applause,  and  cries  of  "  Never."]  It  never  fought 
except  for  some  grand  and  glorious  thing.     [Applause.]     Our  grand- 
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fathers  fought  first  for  independence  for  the  liberty  of  men.  Then  we 
waged  the  Mexican  War,  not  for  conquest,  but  that  the  people  of  the 
Lone  Star  State  might  have  the  G-od-given  right  to  come  in  under  the 
flag  of  the  Union  and  participate  in  the  liberty  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  [Applause,  and  cries  "  That's  right."]  Before  that 
we  fought  on  the  sea,  from  1812  to  1814,  simply  for  the  right  of 
American  citizeus ;  that  the  deck  of  an  American  ship  might  be  Ameri- 
can soil  wherever  it  was.  [Applause.]  In  1861  to  1865  we  fought 
that  liberty,  God-given,  might  come  to  all  alike  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  grand  Republic  of  the  new  world.  And  then  in  1898  we  fought 
for  a  sublimer  cause  than  ever  yet  was  answered  for  by  man ;  for  the 
nation  had  never  risen  to  the  contemplation  of  a  great  national  duty 
that  should  extend  beyond  the  borders  of  their  own  dominion.  But  we 
had  set  the  example  of  liberty  for  the  new  world.  We  had  said  that 
liberty  was  God-given ;  we  by  our  example  had  set  the  pace  for  the 
other  peoples  of  the  new  world  ;  and  when  we  saw  them  struggling 
for  liberty  against  tyranny  and  oppression,  tyranny  and  oppression 
unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  civilization,  we  arose  to  the  new  duty  and 
new  obligation  that  nations  had  never  before  known,  and  that  was, 
that  a  great  free  people  might  extend  its  blessings  beyond  its  own  terri- 
tory and  lift  up  its  neighbors  into  the  light  of  civilization  and  progress 
and  liberty  and  advancement.  [Applause.]  And  if  there  is  any  one 
heritage  that  I  wish  to  transmit  to  my  son  it  is  that  in  spite  of  all  costs 
I  stood  for  giving  the  great  power  of  the  United  States  to  the  people  of 
Cuba,  to  lift  them  up  and  bring  them  into  liberty  and  civilization. 
[Applause.] 

Well,  when  the  war  was  on, —  and  it  was  a  holy  war,  a  God-sent  war, 
a  war  for  liberty,  aud  liberty  knows  no  boundaries,  it  knows  no  fences, 
the  sea  does  not  circumscribe  it,  it  reaches  and  flows  over  and  beyond 
us  like  the  benediction  of  God  —  when  we  were  at  war  with  a  foreign 
foe,  we  struck  the  enemy  at  a  vital  point,  and  Dewey  sailed  into  the  har- 
bor of  Manila  and  sank  the  Spanish  fleet.  I  will  not  say  a  word  of 
politics  here.  This  is  an  American  question.  When  Dewey  sailed  in 
there  and  sank  that  fleet,  when  we  struck  Spain  at  her  weakest  point, — 
there  are  those  who  say  we  should  have  retired.  If  we  had,  brothers, 
the  Spanish  War,  in  my  judgment,  would  have  been  going  on  yet. 
[Cries  of  "  Yes,  it  would. ':]  That  was  Spain's  great  possession.  Itwas 
the  key  to  the  citadel  of  her  defence.  Through  war,  for  war,  to  accom- 
plish the  victory  of  our  arms  we  remained  there ;  and  when  peace  came 
the  duty  of  a  great  nation,  in  my  judgment,  required  that  we  should  not 
turn  the  Philippines  back  to  the  ruthless  tyranny  aud  oppression  of  the 
power  against  which  we  had  fought  for  the  liberty  of  Cuba  [Applause]  ; 
and  not  of  our  own  will,  not  for  conquest,  not  for  dominion,  not  for 
expansion ;  we  were  compelled  by  logic  of  events,  by  the  broadening 
horizon  of  the  nation's  destinj'  to  take  that  country  from  Spanish  rule, 
and  taking  it,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  we  were  compelled  to  take  the 
sovereignty  of  it.  If  we  had  taken  less  we  would  have  no  rights  there 
against  foreign  nations.  If  we  had  taken  less  we  would  have  had  no 
power  left  to  control  the  destin}-  of  that  people ;  and  having  taken  it, 
the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  extended  to  these  islands ;  and  when 
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Agninaldo  and  his  baud  of  guerrillas,  representing  not  the  Philippine 
population,  but  simply  a  minority  bent  upon  plunder,  rapine  and  pil- 
lage, when  they  fired  on  the  American  flag  there  was  nothing  for  the 
United  States  to  do  except  to  suppress  them  and  bring  them  to  acknowl- 
edge its  authority  and  supremacy.  [Great  applause.]  And  that  is  our 
foreign  policy  ;  not  expansion,  not  dominion,  not  conquest.  But  the 
world  is  looking  on,  and  we  have  a  great  duty  to  perform.  That  is  to 
bring  peace  into  those  islands  and  then  settle  the  policy  of  their  future 
according  to  the  best,  dictates  of  the  American  conscience.  [Applause.] 
To  do  less  is  cowardly.  I  have  no  objection  to  hauling  down  the 
American  flag  when  it  can  be  done  in  honor,  and  under  peaceful  condi- 
tions. I  have  no  objection  to  sailing  away  from  foreign  possessions 
when  we  can  leave  with  honor.  But,  never,  never  will  the  American 
flag  be  hauled  down,  so  long  as  the  sons  of  our  fathers  live,  until  it  can 
be  hauled  down  in  honor  and  with  the  integrity  of  the  United  States 
unimpaired. 

And  now  while  I  am  in  Detroit,  not  to  intrench  upon  your  time,  I 
wish  to  say  one  word  for  a  citizen  of  this  city,  and  that  is  Geueral 
Alger;  and  what  I  say  is  not  political;  I  wish  to  say  it  from  the 
American  standpoint.  I  have  known  General  Alger  for  a  great  many 
years  aud  I  had  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  watch  his  administration 
of  the  War  Department.  Our  War  Department  at  the  opening  of  this 
war  was  unfortunate,  not  through  any  lack  of  patriotism  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  in  charge,  but  our  War  Department  was  a  red  tape  depart- 
ment, the  growth  of  thirty-three  years  of  peace,  controlling  an  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men,  requiring  seventeen  reports  on  the  purchase 
of  a  pail,  with  every  head  of  that  department  supreme  in  his  own  line 
and  absolutely  not  subordinate  to  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  I  watched  that  man  Alger  in  the  War  Department  all  the  way 
through.  Whatever  a  strong,  brave,  honest  man  could  do,  he  did. 
[Applause.]  I  know  it.  I  say  it.  Whatever  shortcoming  there  was 
was  the  shortcoming  of  a  condition  for  which  he  was  not  responsible, 
and  for  which  no  other  man  was  responsible;  and  when  he  was  the 
target  of  all  attack  and  of  all  abuse,  when  all  the  shafts  of  malice 
were  aimed  at  him  it  was  because  they  did  not  dare  strike  at  the  head 
of  this  administration,  and  they  picked  him  out  as  the  object. 
[Applause,  and  cries  of  "  That's  right."]  Everything  honorable  and 
commendable  that  mortal  man  could  do,  he  did.  Think  of  it!  What 
do  you  expect?  A  War  Department!  Thirty-three  years  of  peace! 
Red  tape!  Twenty-five  thousand  men!  War  declared!  In  ninety 
days  —  the  most  wonderful  thing  in  the  history  of  the  world  —  in  ninety 
days,  we  raised  a  great  army,  sprung  from  the  body  of  the  people 
north  and  south,  the  sous  of  our  fathers,  and  the  sons  of  the  fathers 
who  fought  against  our  fathers,  all  joining  equally  in  loyalty  to  the 
flag,  and  desire  for  the  glory  of  their  country;  in  ninety  days  we 
raised  this  great  army,  and  with  seventeen  thousand  meu,  landed  Oil 
the  coast  of  Cuba,  we  compelled  the  unconditional  surrender  of  two- 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  meu  in  arms.  [Applause.] 

And  when  public  sentiment  has  settled,  when  history  is  written, 
side  by  side  with  the  glory  of  the  achievement  of  American  arms,  side 
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by  side  with  the  patriotism  and  statesmanship  of  this  administration, 
side  by  side  will  stand  the  name  of  Rnssel  A.  Alger  as  the  great  Secre- 
tary of  War.  [Applause]. 

Now,  boys,  I  have  talked  too  long.  God  bless  yon.  [Cries  of 
"  No,"  »  No,"  "  No,"  "  Go  on,"  "  Go^on."]  No,  I  have  talked  too 
long.  You  have  business  to  transact.  [Cries  of  "  This  is  good  busi- 
ness."] Well,  then,  I  shall  venture  a  little  prediction.  War  in  the 
east,  as  we  call  it,  the  Philippines,  depends  upon  seasons.  Someone 
said  we  ought  to  have  crushed  that  rebellion  before  this.  That  rebel- 
lion came  to  us  unexpectedly.  We  could  not  anticipate  it.  We  had 
no  army  there  to  meet  it.  The  volunteers  we  had  there  did  splendidly, 
wonderfully,  but  nature  intervened,  the  rainy  season,  when  all  military 
operations  practically  cease,  came  on ;  but  let  me  predict  that  the  next 
fair  season  in  the  Philippines  will  see  peace  restored  there,  and  the 
Army  of  the  Union  triumphant,  the  flag  respected  throughout  the 
world,  and  then?  What  then?  I  do  not  know,  but  we  will  settle  that 
question  to  suit  ourselves  [Applause]  ;  whether  it  be  annexation, 
whether  it  be  the  establishment  of  a  government  by  those  people  under 
a  protectorate,  no  man  knows.  One  thing,  however,  is  true,  gentle- 
men. They  talk  about  the  rights  of  a  people.  In  this  advanced  day 
civilization  has  the  right  of  way  over  barbarism.  [Applause.]  We 
stand  for  civilization  [Applause]  and  never  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  has  American  power  deprived  a  man  in  any  part  of  the 
world  of  a  single  scintilla  of  the  liberty  that  belonged  to  him,  and  it 
never  will.  It  never  will.  I  do  not  know  what  the  future  may  bring 
forth.  No  man  does.  I  have  been  an  arrant  conservative.  I  protested 
even  against  the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  I  was  somewhat 
of  that  past  generation  that  thought  the  oceans  bounded  the  destiny  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  am  commencing  to  doubt  the  wis- 
dom of  my  former  view.  [Applause.]  God  sets  a  pace  for  nations 
and  men  must  follow  [Applause]  ;  and  having  the  blessings  which  we 
enjoy,  if  the  God  of  the  universe  has  set  upon  us  the  task  of  bearing 
liberty  and  civilization  to  distant  lands,  I  will  be  the  last  man  to  stand 
up  and  kick  against  God  Almighty.  [Applause.] 

That  is  all  I  have  to  say  now.  We  tackle  these  things  as  they  come 
along  [Cries  of  "  That  is  right"]  and  there  is  no  body  of  men  on  all 
this  earth  who  will  help  do  it  with  the  same  valor,  with  the  same  ear- 
nestness and  the  same  honesty  as  the  sons  of  the  men  who  fought  for 
the  flag  of  the  Union,  and  who  brought  liberty  to  a  great  race  and  union 
to  the  Americau  people  by  the  surrender  at  Appomattox.  [Great  ap- 
plause, and  prolonged  cheering.] 

THANKS  TO  SENATOR  THUKSTON. 

J.  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa :  Commander,  I  move  you  sir,  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Encampmeut  be  voted  to  our  distinguished  brother,  Hon.  John 
M.  Thurston,  for  his  eloquent  and  patriotic  address,  and  that  his  brothers 
of  this  Encampment  extend  to  him  their  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  the  great  affliction  that  was  visited  upon  him  when  that  noble  woman 
from  the  State  of  Nebraska,  his  wife  aud  companion,  whose  light  went 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORTS.  113 


out  in  yonder  Cuba,  was  called  from  his  side  to  cross  the  silent  River 
of  Death. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

Commander-in-Chief:  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that  we 
tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  Senator  Thurston  for  the  splendid  address 
he  has  given  us,  and  express  our  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  noble 
wife  and  companion.  In  putting  this  question  I  will  ask  for  a  rising 
vote.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  rising  to  their 
feet. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Senator  Thurston,  we  thank  you  for 
your  presence  here,  and  we  thank  you  for  the  splendid  address  you  have 
given  us ;  and  I  know  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  every  brother  here  when 
I  say  that  we  wish  for  you  many,  many  years  of  life  ;  and  not  only 
length  of  years  do  we  wish  for  you,  but  that  measurement  of  time  in 
which  you  may  most  live  and  best  for  yourself  and  for  this  whole  country 
of  ours  which  claims  you  as  its  own.  [Applause.] 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York :  Commander,  I  certainly  think  this 
Encampment  would  like  to  see  Senator  Thurston's  address  given  to  the 
press  of  this  city,  and  trust  that  it  may  strike  the  Commander-in-Chief 
as  a  proper  thing  to  instruct  the  Press  Committee  to  see  that  that  is  done. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  chairman  of  the  Press  Committee 
is  here  and  he  will  confer  with  Senator  Thurston.  The  Senator's 
remarks  have  been  recorded  by  the  reporter,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Press  Committee  will  carry  out  the  wishes  of  that  committee.  With 
the  permission  of  Senator  Thurston  his  address  will  be  given  to  the 
public  press. 

Emery  Coulter  of  Massachusetts :  Commander,  I  think  the 
motion  of  Brother  Rowen  was  not  understood  by  the  Chair.  I  for  one 
would  like  to  have  the  Encampment  pay  some  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Mrs.  Thurston. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Chair  will  state  for  the  information 
of  Brother  Coulter  that  that  was  included  in  the  motion.  The  Chair  is 
informed  that  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of 
Work  is  now  ready  to  report.  General  Bundy,  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, will  submit  the  report. 
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William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio :  Commander,  before  reading  the 
report  of  the  committee  I  would  state  that  the  committee  has  been  in 
session  altogether  for  seven  hours  and  the  members  of  the  committee 
report  that  for  that  reason  they  have  not  been  able  to  attend  the 
sessions  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  and  they  ask  that  they  may  be 
recorded  as  present  at  each  roll  call  inasmuch  as  they  were  only 
absent  by  reason  of  service  upon  this  committee. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  It  is  so  ordered.  It  is  customary  to 
credit  members  of  committees  present  when  they  are  out  on  com- 
mittee duty. 


s 


114 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


General  Bundy,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports 
and  Distribution  of  Work,  submitted  and  read  the  following  report : 

To  the  Gommander-in-  Chief  and  Officers  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual 
Encampment,  S.V.,  U.S.A.: 

Your  committee  respectfully  submits  the  following  report: 
We  have  examined  carefully  all  the  reports  and  recommendations 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Council-in-Chief,  and  other  officers, 
and  find  the  same  to  be  correct,  complete,  instructive  and  able;  and 
the  officers  of  the  retiring  administration  deserve  the  commendation 
and  gratitude  of  this  body  for  their  painstaking  care  and  conscientious 
discharge  of  duty  as  made  evident  by  their  reports,  which  will  become 
important  records  in  the  history  of  our  Order. 

We  have  distributed  all  resolutions  and  recommendations  for 
changes  in  the  ritual  and  amendments  to  the  C,  R.  and  R.  to  the 
respective  committees  properly  having  jurisdiction  over  the  subject 
matter  thereof. 

We  have  examined  the  General  and  Special  Orders  issued  and 
promulgated  by  Commander-in-Chief  Shepard,  and  the  same  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  committee  as  subserving  the  best  interests  of  the 
organization,  and  we  recommend  that  such  orders  be  concurred  in  and 
approved. 

Your  committee  approves  of  all  the  official  decisions  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, with  the  exception  of  No.  16,  in  the  matter  of  the 
appeal  of  Daniel  Ritter  Camp  No.  24,  Division  of  Ohio.  In  this  case 
the  committee  supports  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General, 
with  the  recommendation  that  the  Commandery-in- Chief  amend  Section 
2,  Article  III.,  Chapter  V.,  Page  52,  C,  R.  and  R.,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  words :  "It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  Division  or 
Camp,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  per  capita  tax,  to  offset  the 
same  against  any  Camp  or  Division  indebtedness." 

In  arriving  at  our  conclusion  in  regard  to  this  case,  which  is  based 
purely  upon  the  judgment  of  the  committee  as  to  the  technical  and 
legal  import  of  the  questions  involved,  we  have  not  considered  any 
matters  of  fact  or  propositions  of  law,  except  those  appearing  upon 
the  record.  The  question  here  raised  is  an  isolated  one  and  there  are 
no  precedents  upon  which  to  rely.  The  committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  law  of  the  Order  is  not  sufficiently  broad  or  explicit  relative  to 
the  collection  and  application  of  per  capita  tax  to  justify  Decision  No. 
16  of  the  Commandei'-in-Chief ,  although  the  principles  therein  enunci- 
ated couviuce  your  committee  that  auy  practice  such  as  that  in  this 
case,  wherein  a  brother  sold  to  his  Camp  a  voucher  given  to  him  for  a 
personal  indebtedness  of  the  Division,  and  the  succeeding  Division 
Encampment  assumed  by  resolution,  and  thereafter  by  partial  perform- 
ance, to  pay  such  voucher  by  giving  credit  to  said  Camp  for  its  per 
capita  tax  each  quarter  until  the  amount  of  the  indebtedness  should  be 
liquidated  in  this  manuer,  is  subversive  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Order  and  should  be  condemned.  We  have  therefore  recommended 
the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  constitutional  amendment  in  order  that 
this  action  of  the  committee,  if  it  should  be  affirmed  by  the  Com- 
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mandery-iii-Chief,  may^not  become  a  dangerous  precedent  to  govern 

any  similar  proceeding the  future. 

(Signed)         William  E.  Bundy, 

Charles  K.  Darling, 
J.  L.  Rake, 
George  E.  Cogshall, 
C.  T.  Ornkr, 

Committee. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  report. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  move  to  amend 
that  report  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  the 
case  of  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Ritter  of  Camp  No.  24.  I  desire  that 
that  matter  may  be  considered  separatel}'. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  Commander,  with  the  consent  of  my 
second  I  will  accept  that  amendment,  and  make  my  motion  that  the 
report  of  the  committee,  with  the  exception  of  so  much  thereof  as 
refers  to  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Ritter  of  Camp  No.  24,  from  the 
decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  be  adopted. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee adopted,  with  the  exception  of  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  the 
appeal  of  Daniel  Ritter  of  Camp  No.  24,  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

APPEAL  OP   DANIEL  RITTER  OF  CAMP  NO.  24. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Ritter  of 
Camp  No.  24,  from  the  decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  uot 
concurred  in ;  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  be 
approved  by  this  Commandery-iu-Chief. 

Harry  Rosenhaupt  of  Washington :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

After  discussion  by  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Rake,  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Darling,  E.  H.  Archer,  and  others  : 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York:  Commander,  I  move  the  previous 
question,  aud  on  Brother  Archer's  motion.  I  think  everybody  under- 
stands this  question,  and  in  order  to  get  it  before  the  house,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

C.  A.  Bookvvalter  of  Indiana:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

Commander-in-Chief:  The  question  before  the  Encampment  is  on 
the  motion  of  Brother  Archer,  that  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee iu  relation  to  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Ritter  of  Camp  No.  24,  be 
not  concurred  in,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  be 
approved  by  this  Encampment.  On  that  question  Brother  Oberdorf 
moves  the  previous  question,  and  the  question  is,  shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put.  Those  iu  favor  of  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  will  say  "  Aye."    Those  opposed  "No."    The  ayes  have 
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it,  and  the  previous  question  is  ordered.  The  question  is  now  on 
Brother  Archer's  motion.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so 
signify  by  the  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed  the  same 
sign.  The  noes  seem  to  have  it.  The  noes  have  it,  and  Brother 
Archer's  motion  is  not  agreed  to. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE  CONCDRRED  IN. 

C.  A.  Bookwalter  of  Indiana :  Commander,  I  now  move  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  be  concurred  in,  and  the  report 
adopted. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  Do  I  understand  now,  Commander, 
that  the  constitutional  amendment  is  adopted? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  "We  will  take  a  separate  vote  upon  that. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  in  order  that  there  ma}r 
be  no  question  as  to  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  I  move  now,  that 
the  amendment  as  offered  by  the  committee  be  adopted,  and  made  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
Amendment  offered  by  the  committee  be  adopted  and  made  a  part  of 
the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations.  Those  in  favor  of  the 
motion  will  so  signify  by  the  voting  sign  of  the  Order.  Those  opposed 
the  same  sign.  The  ayes  have  it,  and  the  amendment  is  adopted  by 
the  requisite  majority  of  those  present  and  entitled  to  vote. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE   ON   OFFICER'S  REPORTS,  ETC. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio :  Commander,  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports  and  Distribution  of  Work  desires  to  make  a  supple- 
mentary report.    It  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  : 
During  its  deliberations  the  committee  received  information  that 
brothers  of  the  Order  have,  in  some  cases,  accepted  or  agreed  to  accept 
compensation  in  their  professional  capacity,  to  appear  and  present 
causes  for  their  clients,  arising  before  Division  and  Commandery 
Encampments,  and  the  committee  believes  that  such  practice  is  gener- 
ally dangerous,  aud  should  not  be  encouraged  or  permitted  in  the 
future. 

(Signed)  William  E.  Bundy,  Chairman. 

Charles  K.  Darling, 
J.  L.  Rake, 
Geo.  E.  Cogshall, 
C.  T.  Orner,  Committee. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  supplementary  report. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
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The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

William  E.  Bimdy  of  Ohio  :  Now,  Commander,  that  disposes  of 
all  the  work  before  the  committee,  and  I  would  therefore  move  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  with  thanks.  [Laughter.] 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  That  motion  will  be  taken  by  consent 
unless  there  is  objection,  and  the  committee  discharged.  Is  there 
objection?  The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so  ordered.  Is  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  ready  to  report,  W.  Y.  Morgan,  Chairman? 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

W.  Y.  Morgan,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  sub- 
mitted and  read  the  following  report : 

To  the  Comma ndery -in- Chief ': 

We  your  Committee  on  Resolutions  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  on  Resolutions  : 

We  recommend  concurrence  in  the  following  recommendation  of 
the  Illinois  Division  : 

Whereas,  The  publication  of  the  orders  and  official  communications  of  the 
Coipmauder-in-Chief  in  the  Illinois  Banner  for  the  past  year  has  been  of  bene- 
fit to  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Order,  as  well  as  useful  to  the 
many  members  reached  by  that  paper ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Illinois  Banner  be  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  official  organ 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  and  that  William 
G.  Dustin,  the  publisher,  do,  in  consideration  thereof,  publish  in  said  paper  all 
orders  and  official  communications  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

William  T.  Church  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  Illinois  Division  and  recommended  by 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  would  suggest  that  as 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  proceed,  as  each  resolution 
is  read,  if  there  is  no  objection,  that  resolution  be  considered  adopted  ; 
and  then  when  the  readiug  of  the  report  is  concluded  it  can  be  adopted 
as  a  whole.  That  would  save  considerable  time  and  I  make  that 
motion. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  made  that  motion  as  to 
the  balance  of  the  report.  I  now  desire  to  second  Brother  Church's 
motion  as  to  the  resolution  recommended  by  the  Illinois  Division. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  Chair  will  apply  the  motion  to  tin; 
resolution  already  read.  If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  stand  as 
adopted.  Is  there  objection?  The  Chair  hears  none  and  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committees  is  adopted.  The  chairman  will  continue  the 
reading  of  the  report,  and  as  each  resolution  is  read,  if  there  is  no  ob- 
jection, it  will  stand  as  adopted. 
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Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report : 

PAST  RANK  OF  DIVISION  COMMANDER  RESTORED  TO  JAMES  E.  PURDY. 

We  recommend  concurrence  in  the  following  resolution  presented 
by  the  New  York  delegation  : 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Sept.  8,  1899. 
We,  the  representatives  of  the  New  York  Division,  Sons  of  Veterans,  do 
respectfully  petition  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  to  restore  Brother 
James  E.  Purely  his  past  honors  as  Commander  of  New  York  Division  in  1883. 

(Signed)        Ralph  Sheldon,  Commander. 
E.  V.  Estes,  C.  E.  Holmes,  W.  H.  Wyker,  W.  S.   Orerdorf,  George 
Addington,  Past  Commanders,  W.  A.  Personius,  J.  Frank  Durston, 
H.  P.  Hollister,  F.  P.  Connel,  Delegates. 

Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  objection  to  this  recommendation 
of  the  committee?  The  Chair  hears  none  and  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report. 

» 

PLEDGING  the  gra"nd  army  of  the  republic. 
We  appreciate  the  friendship  which  has  been  shown  our  Order  by 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  we  hope  for  a  continuance  of  the 
same  cordial  relations.  We  hold  in  the  highest  regard  this  organiza- 
tion of  our  fathers,  whose  bravery  and  patriotism  it  is  our  fondest  hope 
to  keep  alive.  We  pledge  the  Grand  Army  our  co-operation  in  their 
work  of  charity  and  loyalty  and  promise  them  that  the  sacrifice  they 
made  and  the  results  they  accomplished  will  he  held  sacred  so  long  as  it 
is  in  our  power. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  just  read.  The  Chair  hears  none  and  it 
will  stand  adopted. 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report : 

concerning  the  ladies'  aid  society. 
We  commend  the  good  work  of  our  faithful  auxiliary,  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society.  During  the  years  past  it  has  been  a  companion  and  help- 
mate of  the  Sous  of  Veterans.  We  urge  upon  the  Divisions  and  Camps 
of  our  Order  that  they  do  all  in  their  power  to  encourage  and  stimulate 
the  growth  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  which  brings  help  to  us  in  time 
of  adversity,  and  adds  to  the  height  of  happiness  that  comes  with 
prosperity. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  will  stand  as  adopted.  The  Chair  hears 
none  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report : 

SONS   OF   VETERANS  VOLUNTEERS   IN   SPANISH-AMERICAN  WAR. 

We  congratulate  our  Order  upon  the  response  made  by  its  mem- 
bership when  the  call  came  for  volunteers  to  uphold  the  honor  of  the 
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nation.  We  are  proud  of  the  Sous  of  Veterans  who  emulated  the 
example  of  their  fathers  and  offered  their  lives  iu  defence  of  the  flag. 
In  doing  so  they  followed  the  teachings  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  incul- 
cated by  our  Order  and  gave  assurance  to  the  world,  that  the  men  who 
saved  the  nation  have  sons  who  will  die  to  defend  it. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Ts  there  objection?  The  Chair  hears 
none  and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  stands. 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report: 

IN  MEMORY  OF  MAJOR  A.  1*.  DAVIS. 

Since  our  last  meeting  one  of  the  founders  of  our  Order  has  passed 
to  the  eternal  camping  ground  beyond  the  river.  We  can  but  par- 
tially express  our  feeling  of  loss.  As  a  citizen,  as  a  soldier,  and  as  a 
promoter  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  Maj.  A.  P.  Davis  has  left  a  record 
which  still  lives,  a  memory  which  will  endure  and  a  work  which  is  a 
monument  to  his  name. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  There  being  no  objection,  the  resolu- 
tion stands  adopted.  ♦ 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report : 

IN  MEMORY  OF  HARRY   L.  VEAZEY. 

-  Death  has  again  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
and  taken  from  us  one  of  our  most  loved  brothers,  Harry  L.  Veazey, 
Past  Chaplaiu-in-Chief .  His  earnest  and  loyal  character  endeared  him 
to  all  who  knew  him  and  his  memory  will  be  held  as  a  precious  heritage 
in  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  resolution  stands  adopted  by  this 
Encampment,  there  being  no  objection. 

Chairman  Morgan  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report : 

THE  PERVERSION   OF   MEMORIAL  DAY. 

We  deeply  deplore  the  inclination  evinced  in  many  communities 
to  pervert  the  proper  objects  of  Memorial  Day,  and  divest  it  of  the 
associations  which  make  it  precious  and  ennobling.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  individually  and  as  an  organization,  as  well  as 
that  of  all  good  citizens,  to  direct  attention  to  these  un-American  and 
baneful  abuses  and  their  inevitable  results,  to  the  end  that  Memorial 
Day  shall  be  sacredly  kept,  according  to  the  intention  of  its  originators, 
and  its  true  spirit;  so  that  it  shall  be,  and  forever  remain,  not  a  gala 
day,  but  a  holy  day. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  any  objection  to  this  section 
of  the  report  of  the  committee?    If  not  it  stands  adopted  as  read. 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report : 

HOSPITALITY  OF  DETROIT. 

The  courteous  hospitality  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  the  Division 
of  Michigan  and  the  city  of  Detroit  has  been  most  heartily  appreciated 
by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  our  stay  in  this  beautiful  city  has 
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been  thoroughly  enjoyed.  To  these  brothers,  to  the  people  of  Detroit 
and  to  the  newspapers  which  have  given  us  fair  and  friendly  reports  we 
desire  to  extend  our  sincerest  thanks. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  resolution  stands  adopted  if  there 
is  no  objection,  and  the  Chair  hears  none. 

Chairman  Morgan  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report : 

CONCERNING  MANUFACTURE  OF  BADGES  AND  DECORATIONS. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Commauder-iu- 
Chief  we  recommend  that  in  the  future  all  dies,  stamps  and  hubs  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  badges  be  the  property  of  the  Commandery-in 
Chief,  and  that  the  matter  of  supplies  for  our  Order  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Adjutant-General  and  the  Quar- 
termaster-General, and  that  if  found  desirable  by  both  parties  the 
Quartermaster-General  may  furnish  supplies  for  the  Ladies'  Aid  Societ}' 
heretofore  purchased  from  Major  Davis. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  There  being  no  objection  the  resolution 
stands  adopted. 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report :  - 

DECORATION  FOR   S.V.  "VOLUNTEERS   OF  SPANISH- AMERICAN  WAR. 

That  the  matter  of  a  decoration  for  members  of  the  Order  who 
served  in  the  Spanish- American  War  be  placed  in  the"  hands  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General,  and 
they  be  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of 
the  medals  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Omaha  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Brothers,  I  desire  to  state,  without 
making  any  remarks  upon  this  recommendation,  that  in  my  judgment, 
the  resolution  of  the  Omaha  Encampment  is  somewhat  ambiguous  with 
reference  to  the  cost  of  these  medals,  and  as  to  who  shall  pay  for  the 
medals.  If  we  simply  adopt  the  resolution  the  next  administration  may 
be  embarrassed.  If  the  committee  has  considered  the  subject  in  that 
view  and  does  not  consider  it  ambiguous,  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  their 
view. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  to  amend  the  report 
by  adding  that  the  decorations  be  placed  upon  the  list  of  supplies  and 
furnished  to  Camps  upon  requisition  upon  the  Commander  of  the  Divi- 
sion. 

William  E.  Bandy  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

Harry  Rosenhaupt  of  Washington  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
words  "•Quartermaster-General"  be  substituted  for  the  words  "Com- 
mander of  the  Division." 

Harry  D.  Sisson  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  move  as  a  sub- 
stitute motion,  that  the  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  for 
further  consideration. 

E.  W.  Est'es  of  New  York :  Commander,  I  desire  to  second  that 
motion,  that  the  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  for  them  to 
report  the  resolution  again  with  the  proper  safeguard. 
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E.  S.  Bishop  of  Connecticut:  Commander,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  I  would  state  that  a  careful  reading-  of  the  resolution  will 
show  that  the  whole  matter  is  left  in  the  bands  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  Adjutant-General  and  the  Quartermaster-General.  The  com- 
mittee has  given  them  the  power  to  adopt  all  the  necessary  safeguards. 
I  believe  the  matter  may  be  left  safely  where  the  committee  left°it. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  That  being  so,  brothers,  the  suggestion 
of  the  Chair  was  not  necessary.  However,  the  question  is  on  the  motion 
to  recommit  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  All  those  in 
favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  the  usual  voting  sign  of  the 
Order.  Down  hands.  Those  opposed  the  same  sign.  The  motion 
seems  to  be  lost.  The  motion  is  lost.  The  question  now  recurs  on 
Brother  Archer's  motion  that  these  decorations  be  placed  upon  the  list 
of  supplies  and  furnished  to  Camps  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commander  of  the  Division. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  permit  me  to  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brother  Archer's  motion  is  withdrawn, 
with  the  consent  of  his  second. 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York  :  Now,  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  be  adopted  as  read. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Chairman  Morgan  continued  the  reading  of  the  report : 

CONCERNING   COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF   FRANK   L.  SHEPARD. 

This  meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  expresses  its  satisfac- 
tion with  the  work  of  Frank  L.  Shepard,  who  has  given  the  Order  such 
splendid  service  during  the  past  year  as  Commander-in-Chief.  The 
Order  owes  much  to  the  effective,  unselfish  and  able  labors  of  General 
Shepard  and  his  staff,  and  they  have  earned  the  love  and  confidence 
which  is  in  the  heart  of  every  brother  of  the  Order. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief :  If  there  is  no  objection 
this  section  of  the  report  of  the- committee  will  stand  as  adopted.  Is 
there  objection?    The  Chair  hears  none  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Morgan  :  Commander,  that  concludes  the  report.  It  is 
signed  by  W.  Y.  'Morgan,  E.  S.  Bishop,  A.  G.  Brabaud,  W.  A. 
Morris  and  R.  M.  J.  Reed.  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  a  whole. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
adopted  as  a  whole. 

Adjutant-General  Abbott :  Commander,  1  move  that  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief do  now  take  recess  until  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

W.  J.  Pattern  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  hope  that  motion 
will  be  withdrawn  for  a  few  moments.  A  short  time  ago,  during  the 
present  session,  the  Commander-in-Chief  directed  the  Inspector-General 
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to  find  a  brother  whom  Ave  all  love  and  bring  him  to  this  hall  that  we 
might  hear  whatever  message  he  has  to  bring  us.  I  think  if  the  Inspec- 
tor-General were  to  try  to  find  him  at  this  moment,  he  would  be 
successful ;  and  as  we  have  a  few  moments  of  time  now  we  would 
like  to  see  that  brother  and  hear  him.  I  trust  that  the  motion  to  take 
recess,  now  before  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  may  be  held  in  abeyance 
for  a  moment. 

Adjutant-General  Abbott:  Commander,  I  withdraw  my  motion  for 
the  specific  purpose  referred  to  by  Brother  Parkinson. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Inspector-General  will  conduct 
Past  Commaudei'-in-Chief  Darling  to  the  platform. 

Brothers,  when  I  directed  the  Inspector-General  to  look  for  and 
escort  to  this  platform  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling,  and  he 
failed  to  find  him,  it  occurred  to  the  Chair  that  perhaps  Brother 
Darling  had  forgotten  the  password  and  countersign,  and  could  not 
get  into  the  hall ;  [Laughter]  but  he  is  here  now  and  we  shall  keep 
him.  I  have  the  distinguished  honor  and  pleasure  of  presenting  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling.  [Applause.] 

PAST    COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF    DARLING'S   ADDRESS.  - 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling:  Commander-in-Chief  Shepard, 
and  Brothers  of  the  Encampment,  I  shall  keep  you  but  a  moment,  I 
assure  you,  because  I  know  you  all  want  to  get  away.  I  come  to  you 
from  the  grand  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at 
Philadelphia,  where  I  was  for  four  days,  with  the  noise  of  the  bands 
still  ringing  in  my  ears,  and  the  fact  still  in  my  mind,  that  forty  years 
after  the  war,  a  parade  of  the  veterans  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  took  something  like  six  hours  to  pass  a  given  point.  Well, 
of  course  that  army  is  moving  toward  the  grand  beyond,  yet  we  must 
all  bear  in  mind,  that  today  there  is  still  a  great  degree  of  activity  left 
in  its  membership.  When  I  come  out  here  to  this  other  Encampment 
of  young  men,  of  the  vigorous,  active  men  of  this  Order,  I  see,  of 
course,  a  great  difference  between  the  two  bodies ;  but  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  that,  because  its  contemplation  brings  to  us  all  a  feeling  of  sad- 
ness and  sorrow,  that  the  ranks  of  the  old  soldiers  are  thinning  out  so 
rapidly  and  that  their  step  on  the  march  is  growing  more  feeble  and 
infirm. 

The  thing  which  after  all  I  wanted  to  say  to  you  is  this  :  As  I  sat 
in  my  tent  about  this  time  last  summer,  down  in  the  mountains  of 
Porto  Rico,  looking  out  upon  a  scene  which,  I  am  bound  to  say,  was 
not  very  unlike  the  picture  behind  me,  for  nearly  in  front  of  my  tent 
were  three  palms,  almost  identical  with  those  which  you  see  there,  and 
the  mountains  in  the  background, —  possibly  the  scene  was  painted  for 
the  occasion  —  as  I  sat  there  my  thoughts  were  of  this  Order.  I  knew 
the  Encampment  was  coming  on.  I  knew  I  could  not  get  away.  I 
knew  that  I  would  not  be  at  the  Encampment.  I  had  a  half-written 
report  which  I  hoped  to  send  out  by  the  next  pack-mule  train  that 
started  to  the  sea  coast,  fifty  miles  away.  I  knew  it  could  probably 
not  reach  you  in  time,  and  later  because  it  could  not,  it  was  not  sent. 
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I  ask  you  to  believe  that  the  tears  ran  down  my  cheeks  as  I  thought  of 
you  boys  at  Omaha,  and  that  perhaps  you  might  "have  forgotten  me,  or 
think  your  Commander-in-Chief  had  forgotten  you.  So  I  sent  by  a 
first  lieutenant  of  the  7th  cavalry  down  the  trail,  over  the  mountains, 
twenty-five  miles,  a  message  to  be  telegraphed  from  there  to  Ponce', 
that  it  might  be  sent  by  cable  to  you,  and  when  twenty-four  hours  later 
your  greeting  came  up  over  the  mountain  trail,  a  little  piece  of  paper 
about  as  large  as  that,  I  knew  that  what  I  feared  was  not  true ;  and 
when  I  came  here  and  looked  one  brother  after  another  in  the  eye  and 
shook  each  by  the  hand,  my  heart  thrilled  with  gladness,  because  I 
realized,  more  forcibly  than  ever,  that  the  thing  which  I  feared  last 
summer  might  happen,  had  not  happened,  and  never  could  happen. 
[Applause.] 

I  am  going  to  tell  you  frankly  and  honestly  that  in  the  early  part 
of  last  summer,  I  was  face  to  face  with  a  situation  which  kept  me 
awake  many  a  night,  with  a  question  that  hnd  to  be  decided,  a  question 
which  I  was  more  than  anxious  to  decide  rightly,  and  that  was  what 
was  the  proper  thing  for  me  to  do  ;  and  I  come  to  you  today  —  although 
there  may  be  some  difference  of  opinion  —  I  come  to  you  today  with  the 
belief  that  after  all  the  event  has  proved  that  the  right  thing  was  done 
in  connection  with  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  Spanish- American 
War.  Because,  however  much  we  might  have  wished  to  raise  a  regi- 
ment, or  a  company,  or  a  brigade,  or  an  army  corps,  out  of  our  mem- 
bership, I  believe  it  could  not  have  been  done,  at  least  under  the 
Commander-in-Chief  whom  you  had  elected.  Possibly  had  you  had 
some  one  else  at  the  head  of  the  Order,  some  one  with  more  ability  as 
an  organizer,  he  might  have  rushed  in  and  taken  this  Order  in,  as  was 
done,  you  will  remember,  in  the  case  of  one  particular  organization 
with  a  man  at  its  head  who  occupied  at  that  time  a  high  official  and  public 
position,  and  who  was  able  to  push  that  volunteer  organization  straight 
to  the  front,  side  by  side  with  the  regulars  in  Cuba.  It  might  have 
been  done,  but  I  frankly  admit  that  I  could  not  do  it,  and  in  the  orders 
which  I  gave  out,  you  will  remember,  I  turned  the  membership  of  this 
Order  loose,  so  to  speak,  to  rush  in,  to  join  such  organizations  as  they 
saw  fit.  I  believe  that  was  the  proper  thing  to  do,  although  I  know 
there  are  some  here  who  may  disagree  with  me. 

Now,  I  have  talked  longer  than  I  intended.  I  am  glad  I  came 
out  here.  I  assure  you  that  my  service  at  the  front,  such  as  it  may 
have  been,  has  only  increased  my  love  for  this  Order  and  for  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  from  the  members  of  which  we  derive  our  rights 
and  principles.  I  believe  that  we  have  a  splendid  Encampment  here; 
that  the  Order  is  going  forward  and  in  the  future  it  will  be  found,  as 
it  has  been  in  the  past,  one  of  the  grandest,  one  of  the  best,  and  one 
of  the  noblest  institutions  which  make  for  patriotism  in  this  country. 
[Applause.] 

The  Adjutant-General :  I  now  renew  my  motion  that  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief  take  recess  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Commandery-in-Chief  took 
recess  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY —  MORNING  SESSION. 

Saturday,  Sept.  9,  1899.    9  o'clock  a.m. 
The  Commanclery-in-Chief  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Commandery-in-Chief  will  come  to 
order. 

The  Inspector-Geueral  reported  all  present  entitled  lo  remain. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  will  appoint  Reverend  Brother 
Macurdy  to  act  as  Chaplain-in-Chief ,  pro  tern.  The  Adjutant-General 
will  proceed  with  the  call  of  the  roll  of  this  Encampment. 

C.  J.  Deckman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  calling  of 
the  roll  be  dispensed  with  this  morning. 

Isaac  Cutter  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAMS. 

Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Adjutant-General  has  several  commu- 
nications upon  his  desk  which  I  will  ask  him  to  read  at  this  time. 
The  Adjutant- General  read  the  following  communications: 

Colorado  Springs,  Col.,  Sept.  S,  1S99. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Colorado  Division  sends  greetings  to  the  National  Encampment 

G.  S.  Milone,  Commander. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  8,  1899. 

Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Detroit,  Mich.  ' 
Greetings  duly  extended  to  G.A..R.  and  W.R.C 

T.  A.  Barton,  for  Committee. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Sept.  7,  1899. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Detroit,  Mich. 

California  sends  greeting,  and  pledges  increase  of  membership. 

Harry  T.  Moore,  Division  Commander. 


S.  OF  V.  AND  G.A.R. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  While  we  are  waiting  for  reports  from 
the  regular  committees  I  will  call  upon  Major  Reed  to  report  upon  the 
work  done  by  the  Sons  of  Veterans  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

MAJOR   REED'S  ADDRESS. 

Major  Reed  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander-in-Chief  and  Brothers, 
I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  place  on  record  what  was  done  by  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  at  the  Thirty-third  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 
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When  we  first  learned  that  the  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  was  to  be  held  in  our  city,  we  determined  to  do  what 
was  possible  to  make  their  sojourn  pleasant,  and  at  the  same  time 
advertise  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans.  Several  of  the  brothers, 
myself  included,  were  appointed  on  the  general  committee  of  the 
G.A.R.  At  one  of  the  early  meetings  of  the  committee,  we  made  an 
application  for  a  place  in  the  line  of  parade.  This  proposition  met 
with  a  very  unexpected  objection  from  some  of  the  G.A.R.  comrades, 
some  saying:  "This  is  a  parade  of  the  G.A.R.  men,  no  boys  are 
wanted."  But  by  judicious  management  and  persistent  efforts  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  brothers,  notably  Brothers  McNulty,  Orr,  Hughes, 
Tawney,  Wagner,  Curry  and  others,  assisted  by  the  kindly  interest  of 
General  Wagner,  General  Beath  and  others,  we  finally  secured  an 
invitation  for  the  First  Regiment,  Sons  of  Veterans  Reserve,  to  escort 
the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  provided  the  regiment  would  go  into 
camp  at  Camp  Sexton  in  Fairmount  Park  and  guard  the  Camp  during 
the  time  the  G.A.R.  were  there.  The  invitation  was  accepted  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  First  Regiment,  S.V.R.,  went  to  work  with  a 
will  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  The  regiment  is  equipped 
according  to  the  latest  U.S.  Army  regulations,  everything  having  been 
bought  and  paid  for  by  the  members.  We  paraded  a  strength  of  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-five  men  ;  the  conduct,  drill  and  appearance  of  the 
regiment  was  first  class,  as  the  handsome  and  deserved  compliments  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  officers  of  the  regular  army, 
G.A.R.,  committee  and  citizens,  amply  testify.  We  have  had  regular 
troops,  national  guards  and  other  military  organizations,  encamped 
in  the  Park  ;  and  the  citizens  living  in  that  vicinity  and  the  thousands 
visiting  the  Camps  during  that  time,  testify  that  the  First  Regiment, 
Sons  of  Veterans  Reserve,  is  the  only  organization  of  which  no  complaint 
was  made.  Never  a  woman  was  insulted,  no  private  property  destroyed, 
and  no  rude  conduct  to  point  the  way  to  the  "  Guard  House." 
[Applause.]  Though  the  men  composing  the  regiment  were  the  most 
intimate  friends,  one  being  a  private  in  the  ranks,  the  other  wearing 
the  shoulder  strap,  no  greater  display  of  military  discipline  was  ever 
shown.  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling  witnessed  the  parade  :  and  I 
am  sure  he  will  agree  with  me,  when  I  say,  our  regiment,  on  that  Sep- 
tember morning,  on  Broad  St.,  received  a  more  than  flattering  reception 
from  the  assembled  thousands.  We  received  congratulations  on  every 
hand,  and  men  competent  to  judge  of  military  merit,  tell  us  that  no 
better  looking,  more  soldierly  soldiers  ever  paraded  in  the  honored 
uniform  of  the  army.  President  McKinley  told  General  Wagner  that 
"  they  were  a  credit  to  their  fathers  and  to  the  nation."  I  am  glad  of 
the  opportunity  to  place  on  record  these  facts,  facts  that  stand  out  as 
living  testimonials  to  the  worth  and  patriotic  pride  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans;  facts  that  prove  that  we  are  no  longer  "boys,"  but  men, 
men  who  understand  and  appreciate  that  glorious  record  of  those  men 
who  by  the  greatest  heroism  and  sacrifice,  hallowed  the  close  of  the 
nation's  century,  as  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution  sanctified  its  dawn 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  this  regiment 
was  the  very  first  to  offer  its  services  to  the  President.  [Applause.] 
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Governor  Hastings  ordered  the  regiment  out  for  inspection  by  the 
Inspector-General :  and  twenty-four  hours  from  the  reception  of  said 
order,  we  paraded  a  full  strength  of  1,885  armed  and  equipped  men 
ready  for  active  service  in  the  field.  [Applause.]  The  war  was  too 
soon  over,  the  National  Guard  move  than  filling  the  quota  required 
from  our  State ;  we  were  therefore  unable  to  see  active  service,  but 
they  stand  as  an  example  of  what  may  be  expected  of  this  Order  of 
Sons  of  Veterans,  and  should  the  time  ever  come  that  they  be  called 
upon  to  preserve  the  liberty  which  was  preserved  by  our  fathers'  valor, 
they  will  answer,  eveiy  man,  "  Here."  [Applause.] 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  On  behalf  of  the  Encampment  I  desire 
to  sa}^  that  we  are  very  much  obliged  to  Major  Reed  for  his  report. 

Is  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  present?  Apparently  not.  Is  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Resolutions  present? 

W.  Y.  Morgau  of  Kansas  :  Yes,  Commander. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Has  the  committee  any  further  report 
to  make? 

W.  Y.  Morgau  of  Kansas :  Commander,  we  have  a  resolution 
which  should  properly  go  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations.    It  does  not  belong  with  the  Committee  ou  Resolutions. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  It  will  be  so  referred.  Senior  Vice- 
Commander-  in-Chief  Cox  will  assume  command. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief :  Past  Commander  Church 
of  Illinois  has  something  to  say  to  the  Encampment. 

PRESENTATION   OF    PORTRAIT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  SHEPARD. 

William  T.  Church  of  Illinois :  Commander  and  Brothers  of  the 
Encampment :  I  suppose  you  have  all  learned  by  this  time  that  we  are 
liable  to  make  mistakes,  and  in  fact  as  sons  of  veterans  we  have  to  the 
fullest  extent  exercised  that  inalienable  right  of  young  America  to 
make  blunders  as  often  as  we  choose  ;  but  I  presume  that  we  are  also 
very  well  satisfied  in  our  own  minds  that  when  we  have  made  errors  we 
are  willing  to  acknowledge  them  and  rectify  them  so  far  as  lies  in  our 
power  ;  and  again  there  comes  to  us  times  when  we  realize  that  although 
we  have,  in  exuberance,  coasted  the  rainbow  of  youth  aud  searched 
for  the  treasure  that  is  supposed  to  lie  hidden  in  its  bright  depths,  still 
we  have  achieved  results  that  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  all  of  us ; 
there  have  been  times  when  fortune  has  enabled  us  to  act  with  some 
wisdom,  to  direct  our  course  with  some  knowledge  of  the  requirements 
of  the  hour  and  the  needs  of  the  future,  so  that  we  can  take  to  ourselves 
some  satisfaction  for  some  few  actious  iu  our  career,  It  was  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Illinois  delegation  at  the  Encampment  of  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief  at  Omaha  to  present  for  the  highest  office  within  the  gift  of 
this  Order  the  name  of  one  who  had  long  been  honored  in  our  own  Di- 
vision, and  at  that  time  to  make  representations  as  to  his  character  and 
qualifications  which  were  known  to  most  of  you  as  well  as  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Division  ;  and  it  is  with  great  gratification  today  that  we 
find,  after  the  service  of  a  year,  a  year  which  has  been  full  of  great 
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events  both  in  this  Order  and  in  the  affairs  of  the  Government  we  love 
so  well,  a  year  that  has  added  new  glory  to  that  flag  which  our  fathers 
saved  for  a  great  united  country,  a  year  that  has  placed  the  American 
nation  on  record  as  the  champion  of  the  cause  of  humanity  throughout 
the  world,  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  I  say,  that  we,  the  brothers  of  the 
Illinois  Division,  find  today  the  brothers  of  this  Encampment  endorsing 
the  sentiments  which  we  expressed  at  that  time  in  reference  to  the  man 
whom  we  preferred  for  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  body. 

There  hang  in  the  halls  of  memory  many  images  and  many  objects, 
many  portraits  that  are  dear  to  us  all.  We  are  delighted  at  times  to 
renew  those  incidents  and  places  and  scenes  in  which  we  have  been 
active  in  the  past,  and  in  accordance  with  the  custom,  that  opportunity 
may  be  given  to  those  who  shall  serve  this  Order  in  the  future  to  re- 
member one  who  has  served  you  long  and  faithfully,  the  Illinois  Divi- 
sion at  this  time  desires  me  to  present  to  the  Encampment  the  portrait 
of  one  whom  it  has  delighted  to  honor,  Commauder-in-Chief  Frank  L. 
Shepard  [Applause]  ;  and  on  behalf  of  my  Division  I  tender  you  this 
portrait  of  our  present  Commander-in-Chief.  [Applause.] 


ACCEPTANCE  BY   PAST  C0MMANDEF.-IN-CI1IKF  DARLING. 

Charles  K.  Darling  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander-in-Chief,  on 
behalf  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  I  will  say  that  we  accept  the  por- 
trait of  Commander-in-Chief  Shepard  with  great  pleasure,  and  it  will 
hang  with  the  other  illustrious  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  in  the  office 
of  the  Adjutant-General  or  Quartermaster-General.  I  am  sure  I  speak 
the  mind  of  every  brother  here  when  I  say  that  no  Commauder-iu-Chief 
has  ever  gone  out  of  office  with  the  united  support  and  best  wishes  of 
every  member  of  the  Commaudery-in-Chief  more  completely  than  the 
present  incumbent  of  office.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  this  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  It  is  a  great  thing  to  be 
Commander-in-Chief  of  an  Order  which  could  turn  out,  as  I  have  heard 
reference  made  to  it  this  morning  as  I  came  into  the  hall,  which  could 
turn  out  such  a  regiment  as  the  Sons  of  Veterans  did  to  march  up  Broad 
Street  in  Philadelphia  in  the  Grand  Army  parade.  [Applause.]  I 
heartily  endorse  all  that  was  said  by  our  brother  from  Pennsylvania 
regarding  that  regiment,  and  not  only  was  it  possible  to  have  that  regi- 
ment but  it  was  possible,  I  believe,  in  this  Order  to  have  had  ten,  fifteen 
or  twenty  such  regiments  ;  and  the  mau  who  stands  at  the  head  of  an 
Order  capable  of  putting  into  the  field  or  into  the  service  a  body  of 
men  like  that,  occupies  one  of  the  grandest  and  highest  positions  in  this 
land.  But  not  only  that.  When  we  consider  the  other  features  of  the 
Order,  the  possibilities  of  this  Order,  the  grand  things  which  it  has  done 
in  the  past  and  the  still  grander  things  which  it  will  do  in  the  future, 
I  say  the  position  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  such  an  Order  is  one  of  the 
proudest  which  auy  man  could  hold  in  this  country,  and  Frank  L.  Shep- 
ard during  the  past  year  has  filled  the  bill.  That  is  all  I  need  to  say. 
We  all  wish  him  in  future  years  health,  prosperity  and  happiness. 
[Applause.] 
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REPORT  OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTIONS,  RULES   AND  REGULATIONS. 

James  W.  Noel,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitutions, 
Rules  and  Regulations,  submitted  and  read  the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  :  — 
The  Committee  on  C,  R.  and  R.  beg  to  submit  the  following- 
report  :  — 

"We  approve  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
concerning  the  organization  of  State  Camps  having  a  membership  coin- 
cident with  the  State  or  Division,  and  which  will  conserve  the  best 
interests  of  the  Order,  but  we  believe  the  law  of  the  Order,  without 
amendment,  gives  sufficient  latitude  for  such  organizations,  so  as  to 
permit  them  to  organize  and  govern  themselves  within  the  Constitu- 
tions, Rules  and  Regulations,  and  yet  to  take  the  rank  of  Camps  in  the 
organic  body  of  our  Order.  While  we  agree  with  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  as  to  the  results  to  be  obtained,  we  do  not  believe  that  further 
legislation  is  necessary  to  bring  about  the  result,  but  we  do  believe 
that  such  legislation  might  destroy  the  classification  of  the  Order,  and 
make  too  wide  a  departure  from  the  original  system. 

We  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Adjutant-General,  that 
if  a  Camp  Captain  permits  his  Camp  to  become  suspended,  and  to 
remain  suspended  until  the  end  of  his  term,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
past  rank,  and  we  recommend  that  the  C,  R.  and  R.  be  amended,  b}T 
the  addition  of  a  new  section  numbered  Section  6  to  Article  IV., 
Chapter  V. ,  as  follows  :  — 

Section  6.  If  a  Division  Commander  or  a  Camp  Captain  permits  his 
Division  or  Camp  to  be  suspended  and  remain  suspended  until  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  he  is  elected,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  past  rank. 

We  also  approve  the  recommendation  of  the  Adjutant-General 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  Division  in  the  payment  of  salaries  and  for 
clerical  help  of  the  Division  should  not  exceed  a  certain  per  cent  of 
the  funds  legitimately  belonging  to  the  Division,  and  we  recommend 
that  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  be  amended  by  number- 
ing the  one  section  under  Article  VIII.,  of  Chapter  V.,  Section  1,  and 
adding  a  new  section,  No.  2,  as  follows  :  — 

Section  2.  The  expenses  of  a  Division  for  salaries  and  clerical  help 
shall  not  exceed  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  per  capita  tax  collected. 

The  petition  from  the  Massachusetts  Division  that  power  be 
delegated  to  Division  Commanders  to  proceed  against  a  Camp  and  that 
the  Commauders  may  transfer  a  brother  to  another  Camp  so  that  he 
may  retain  his  standing  and  the  incorrigibles  of  the  Camp  be  suspended 
and  go  with  the  Camp  itself,  is  concurred  in,  and  the  committee  believe 
that  the  result  can  best  be  obtained  by  amending  Section  4,  Article  IV., 
Chapter  II.,  of  the  C,  R.  and  R.  by  adding  after  the  word  "dis- 
banded," in  line  one  of  that  section,  the  words  "or  suspended,"  and 
by  adding  after  the  word  "  dissolution  "  in  the  third  line,  the  words 
"  or  suspension." 
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The  committee  have  received  many  applications  for  changes  of  the 
Constitution.  They  have  examined  these  and  considered  them  at  much 
length,  and  with  an  eye  single  to  the  good  of  the  Order,  such  recom- 
mendations have  not  been  concurred  in,  and  to  conserve  the  time  of 
this  Encampment  specific  mention  has  not  been  made  of  them  in  this 
report.  The  action  of  the  committee  has  in  all  of  these  cases  been 
unanimous,  and  it  has  adhered  to  the  belief  that  the  organic  law  of  the 
Order  should  receive  only  such  amendment  as  great  exigency  may 
require. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)         W.  Scott  Obekdork, 
Wm.  T.  Church, 
James  W.  Noel, 
Frederic  E.  Carpenter, 
Henry  G.  Thomas, 

Committee 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  report  as  a  whole. 

James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  be 
considered  section  by  section. 

George  H.  Bailey  of  New  Jersey :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  that  in  the  discussion  all  remarks  be  limited  to  two  minutes  for 
each  speaker. 

Harry  Rosenhaupt  of  Washington :   Commander,  I  second  the 
amendment. 

James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania:  I  will,  with  the  consent  of 
my  second,  accept  the  amendment. 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York  :  Commander,  1  move  as  a  substitute  ' 
motion  that  the  Commandery  approve  of  the  entire  report  of  the  com- 
mittee with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  it  which  pertains  to  Division 
expenses.    I  suppose  we  are  united  on  the  rest  of  the  report. 

The  substitute  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  substitute  motion  and  the  substi- 
tute motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
now  read  the  section  in  refereuce  to  Division  expenses  which  was 
accepted  in  Brother  Estes'  substitute  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Chairman  Noel  read  the  section  referred  to  as  follows  :  — 

"  We  also  approve  the  recommendation  of  the  Adjutant-General  tli.it  the 
expenditures  of  the  Divisiou  in  the  payment  of  salaries  and  for  clerical  help  of 
the  Division  should  not  exceed  a  certain  per  cent  of  the  funds  legitimately 
belonging  to  the  Division,  and  we  recommend  that  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Regulations  be  amended  by  numbering  the  one  section  under  Article  VIII  ,  of 
Chapter  V.,  Section  1,  and  adding  a  new  Section  No.  2,  as  follows  :  — 

"Section  2.  The  expenses  of  a  Division  for  salaries  and  clerical  help 
shall  not  exceed  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  per  capita  tax  collected." 


9 


130 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT 


H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  I  move  that  that 
section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  be  not  concurred  in. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
After  discussion :  — 

F.  C.  Stilson  of  Michigan :  Commander,  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

J.  E.  Haycraft  of  Minnesota:    Commander,  I  second  the  motiou. 

Seuior  Vice-Cominander-in-Chief  :  (In  command)  :  The  previous 
question  has  been  moved  and  seconded.  The  question  is,  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?  Those  in  favor  of  the  motiou  will  say 
"Aye."  Those  opposed  "No."  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  previous 
question  is  ordered.  The  question  now  is  on  the  motion  that  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of  the  committee  be  not  con- 
curred in.  Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  will  so  signify  by  saying 
"Aye."  Those  opposed  "No."  The  ayes  have  it.  [Cries  of 
"  Division,"  "  Division."]  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  the  ayes  have 
it.  [Cries  of  "  Division,"  "  Division.'1]  A  division  is  called  for. 
Those  in  favor  of  the  motiou  will  please  rise  and  stand  until  counted. 
The  Adjutant-General  will  count.  Be  seated.  Those  opposed  please 
rise. 

The  Adjutant-General  reported  sixty-seven  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  thirty-three  in  the  negative. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commauder-in-Chief  :  Sixty-seven  members  vot- 
ing aye  and  thirty-three  voting  no.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that 
the  ayes  have  it.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  is  not  concurred  in. 

CONCERNING   BOND   OF  DIVISION  COMMANDERS. 

Edgar  Allan  Jr.  of  Maryland :  Commander,  the  Division  of 
Maryland  had  a  resolution  before  the  committee  which  I  understand  is 
not  reported  by  the  committee.  The  resolution  from  our  Division  is  in 
"  the  line  along  which  this  Encampment  has  been  moving,  and  I  under- 
stand it  has  been  overruled  by  the  committee.  I  would  like  to  bring 
it  before  the  Encampment  and  have  the  Encampment  take  some  action 
upon  it.  It  is  a  resolution  making  the  bond  of  Division  Commanders 
not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  nor  more  than  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  giving  the  Division  Council  the  right  to  fix  it. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  as  I  understand  it,  Brother 
Allan  offers  this  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Edgar  Allan  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  we  offer  it  that  way,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  will  read  it.  The 
resolution  is  as  follows  :  — 

A  RESOLUTION  TO  AMEND  SECTION  7,  ARTICLE  VII..  CHAPTER  V.,  C,  R.   AND  R. 

That  the  Commander  of  each  Division  shall  within  thirty  days  from  the 
date  of  his  installation  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  t-wo  thousaud  dollars  ($2,000) 
unless  a  greater  sum,"  ete.,  Inasmuch  as  the  Maryland  Division  shows  this 
amount  to  be  excessive,  when  taking  into  consideration  the  value  of  the 
properties  and  moueys  in  its  possession ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Division  Quartermaster  is  by  Section  3  of  the  same  article, 
required  to  give  bond  to  the  Division  Commander  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
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dollars  ($1,000)  which  bond  is  full  and  sufficient  surety  for  the  property 
belonging  to  and  handled  by  the  Maryland  Division  ;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  words  "  or  lesser  "  be  inserted  after  the  word  '«  °Teater  " 
in  the  4th  line  of  Section  7,  Article  VII.,  Chapter  V.  Also  after  the  word 
"  bond"  first  nsed  on  the  8th  line  of  said  section,  to  insert  the  words  "  but  in 
no  case  shall  the  said  bond  be  less  than  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars." 

I  move  the  adoption  of  that  resolution,  Commander,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  moved  by  Brother  Allan  of  Maryland  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  question  is  now  on  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  as  a  whole  with  the  exception  of  the 
clause  rejected,  in  other  words,  as  amended. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  amended  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  as  amended  adopted. 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana:  I  move  that  the  committee  be 
discharged. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  With  the  thanks  of  the  Commandery. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  committee  discharged  with  the 
thanks  of  the  Commandery. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  move  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  as  amended  was  adopted. 

E.  B.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  move  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table. 

J.  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  I  second  that  motion. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Adjutant-General  desires  to  speak 
of  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  this  Encampment. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  it  is  a  matter  that  possibly 
should  have  been  referred  to  in  my  report  but  I  did  not  know  just  how 
to  handle  it  and  for  that  reason  I  did  not  put  it  in.  Some  time  ago, 
you  will  remember,  we  were  appealed  to  by  a  monument  committee,  a 
committee  for  the  erection  of  a  national  monument,  or  something  of  that 
kind,  in  New  York  City ;  we  were  applied  to  for  donations,  and  it  was 
provided  that  the  societies  donating,  or  a  list  of  the  donors  and  the  em- 
blems of  the  society  donating,  should  be  placed  in  a  conspicuous  position 
on  the  monument.  This  movement  was  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  who  died  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  and  as  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  lost  some 
forty  brothers  in  that  war,  the  Commander-in-Chief  applied  to  the 
Order,  as  you  will  recollect,  and  papers  were  sent  out.  For  some  reason 
or  other  there  was  very  little  response.    In  fact  but  two  Camps,  the 
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Camp  at  Manistique,  in  the  Division  of  Michigan  aud  Logan  Camp 
of  Colorado  Springs,  of  Colorado.  The  Camp  at  Manistique  con- 
tributed foiiy  odd  dollars  and  the  other  Camp  I  referred  to  contributed 
ten  dollars,  and  the  ten  dollars  iu  the  form  of  a  draft  is  in  the  strong 
box  of  the  Adjutant-General  in  Chicago  subject  to  the  will  of  this  En- 
campment. The  forty-two  dollars  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Comman- 
der of  the  Michigan  Division,  where  it  still  remains.  We  have  not  de- 
termined whether  we  would  call  for  it  or  not.  The  response  was  so 
small  that  it  was  a  question  whether  we  should  take  any  action  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  It  is  now  presented  to  this  Encampment  for  them  to 
make  some  recommendation  as  to  what  disposition  should  be  made  of 
this  money. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  donations  be 
returned  to  the  donors,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

C.  T.  Oruer  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  motion,  aud  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

SUPPLEMENTARY   REPORT  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Chair  is  informed  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  has  a  supplementary  report  to  make  on  a  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  the  Division  of  Maine. 

Chairmau  Morgan  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  submitted  the 
following  supplementary  report :  — 

CONCERNING   FRANK   P.  MERRILL   OF  MAINE. 

To  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  : 

Your  Committee  on  Resolutions  begs  to  report  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  submitted  by  the  Maine  Division. 

Resolved,  That  faithful  and  honorable  service  in  the  interests  of 
our  Order  is  worthy  of  the  highest  recognition.  We  therefore  urge  on 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  our  desire  to  accord  to  a  brother  of  the  Maine 
Division,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Frank  P.  Merrill,  the  honors  of 
Past  Division  Commander,  as  he  relinquished  the  position  to  accept  the 
higher  and  more  responsible  duties  of  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  early 
days  of  our  Order. 

The  committee  concurs  in  the  resolution,  and  moves  its  adoption. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  rank  of  Past  Division  Com- 
mander was  accorded  to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Frank  P.  Merrill  of 
Maine. 

W.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas  :  Now,  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions  be  discharged. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  LIFE   MEMBERS  ELECTED. 

William  T.  Church  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  move  that 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  suspend  Section  5,  Article  II,  page  36  of  the 
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Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations;  and  that  Isaac  Cutter  of  Camp  4 
of  the  Division  of  Illinois  be  elected  a  constitutional  life  member  of 
this  body. 

y    William  G.  Dustin  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

Leonard  C.  Couch  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  make 
the  point  of  order  that  we  cannot  constitutionally  elect  a  constitutional 
life  member  in  this  manner. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  (Having resumed  command)  The  Chair 
holds  the  point  of  order  to  be  not  well  taken,  the  motion  being  to  sus- 
pend the  constitutional  provision  on  the  subject. 

_  Isaac  Cutter  of  Illinois,  E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York,  Columbus 
Borin  of  Kansas  and  Harold  C.  Megrew  of  Indiana  were  nominated  for 
constitutional  life  members  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief .  In  each  case 
the  motion  was  made  to  suspend  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions, and  after  much  discussion  they  were  severally  elected,  the 
constitution  being  suspended  and  the  members  elected  by  the  required 
majorities  of  members  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  accredited  as 
present  and  entitled  to  vote. 

RANK    OF    PAST    COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF   CONFERRED  UPON    R.     M.    ,) .  REED 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

H.  H.  Hammar  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander-in-Chief,  I  desire 
to  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  the  rank  of  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief be  conferred  upon  Maj.  R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  second  that  motion. 

James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Brothers,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  detain  the  Encampment  more  than 
a  moment,  but  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  and  Brother 
Reed,  I  want  to  say  just  a  word  or  two. 

It  has  been  generally  stated  and  understood  that  our  late  brother 
Maj.  A.  P.  Davis  was  the  father  of  this  Order.  While  Brother 
Davis  was  alive  it  was  not  necessary  to  correct  that  statement  and 
that  understanding,  and  now  it  is  not  desired  to  take  one  bit  of  credit 
from  Major  Davis  in  connection  with  his  labors  for  this  Order,  but  the 
truth  of  history  is  important,  and  it  is  now  time  that  an  error  of  history 
that  has  long  beeu  permitted  to  stand  should  be  corrected,  for  Major 
Reed  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  Order  at  a  time  when  no  less  than 
sixteen  Camps  existed  in  a  regular  way  under  the  authority  of  a  bona 
fide  Division  organization,  ail  antedating  the  formation  of  Major 
Davis'  Camp  by  various  periods  up  to  fourteen  mouths. 

I  have  in  custody  the  records  of  the  Adjutant  and  the  Quartermas- 
ter of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  that  conclusively  prove  this.  There 
were  sixteen  Camps  in  the  eastern  Division  of  Pennsylvania  doing  busi- 
ness at  regular  stands,  thoroughly  equipped,  and  probably  outnum- 
bering in  every  respect  any  other  Camps  iu  existence.  With  Generals 
William  E.  W.  Ross  of  Baltimore,  Rodrigo  Bangs  and  others,  at  the 
time  consolidation  was  attempted  he  labored  hard  and  earnestly  to 
break  the  bone  of  contention.  It  is  admitted  by  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  earlv  history  of  this  organization  that  the  eastern  Division  of 


134 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


Pennsylvania,  to  which  I  refer,  was  then  in  better  condition  in  every 
respect  than  any  one  of  the  opposing  forces.  Major  Reed  sacrificed  a 
position  that  was  worth  a  great  deal  to  him  ;  he  spent  money  and 
labored  day  and  night  to  effect  the  agreement.  I  happen  to  be  a  living 
witness  to  the  fact  that  through  him,  and  through  him  alone,  was  the 
junction  effected  from  which  this  organization  sprung.  We  do  not 
come  here  asking  you  to  put  an  additional  vote  to  the  credit  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Division.  We  do  not  come  here  asking  you  to  do  more 
than  you  did  when  you  granted  to  Maj.  A.  P.  Davis  the  same  honors. 
Major  Reed  today  is  accredited  upon  the  roll  of  this  Encampment  with 
a  voice  and  a  vote.  We  simply  desire  in  the  correction  of  history  that 
justice  may  be  done  to  Major  Heed.  For  one,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to 
permitting  this  action  to  serve  as  a  precedent,  for  any  other  man  who -is 
alive  today  who  might  ask  a  similar  favor.  The  only  man  who  is  alive 
today  who  might  ask  such  a  favor  is  General  Ross,  who  is  in  an 
unfortunate  position  and  physically  unable  to  accept  it;  and  if  he  were 
here  he  would  say  as  much  as  I  would  for  Major  Reed.  [Applause.] 
The  Chair  put  the  question  on  Brother  Hammer's  motion,  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

SELECTION   OF  PLACE  FOR  HOLDING   NEXT  ENCAMPMENT. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio :  Commander,  I  now  move  that  we 
proceed  to  the  selection  of  a  place  for  holding  our  next  Encampment. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Adjutant-General  Abbott:    Commander,  I  move  that  nomination 
speeches  be  limited  to  two  minutes. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll 
of  the  Divisions  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  cities  from  which  the 
place  of  holding  our  next  annual  Encampment  will  be  chosen. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 

When  the  Division  of  Connecticut  was  called  : 

Edson  S.  Bishop  of  Connecticut:  Commander,  Connecticut  yields 
her  place  to  New  York. 

J.  Frank  Durston  of  New  York  :  Commander,  it  is  a  well  known 
fact  so  that  it  is  probably  unnecessary  to  state  it  again  that  the  dele- 
gates from  the  eastern  part  of  this  country  have  been  traveling  west- 
ward for  the  past  ten  or  twelve  j'ears.  The  brothers  from  the  western 
Divisions  -  have  made  the  claim  that  they  needed  the  Encampment, 
that  they  needed  the  encouragement  and  the  stimulus  that  the  National 
Encampment  gave,  and  that  the  brothers  of  the  eastern  Divisions 
were  much  better  able  to  pay  their  expenses  going  west  than  the 
brothers  of  the  western  Divisions  were  to  pay  theirs  going  east.  This 
was  conceded  very  cheerful! 37  and  we  have  put  up  time  and  money  com- 
ing west.  Now,  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  ask  you  to  come  east. 
The  Division  of  New  York,  after  having  passed,  as  I  say,  through  many 
trials,  is  now  in  the  position  to  offer  you  an  ideal  city  in  which  to 
hold  your  Encampment,  the  city  of  Syracuse.    The  population  is  just 
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about  right,  140,000.  It  is  a  city  you  will  not  be  lost  iu  and  it 
occupies  the  exact  geographical  centre  of  ihe  State.  We  had  during 
the  past  year  over  forty  conventions  and  they  were  all  well  taken  care 
of  and  we  have  between  forty  and  fifty  booked  for  next  year.  We 
have  New  York  City  so  close  that  the  delegates  from  the  West  can 
take  in  that  great  metropolis.  We  have  two  Camps  with  an  active 
membership  of  seventy-five  each.  We  entertained  the  New  York 
Division  in  1890  and  in  1894,  and  we  had  three  or  four  times  the  num- 
ber present  that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  represents,  and  there  never 
was  a  convention  better  handled  or  delegates  better  satisfied.  We 
have  the  two  Relief  Corps  and  a  very  uice  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  We 
have  twelve  fine  hotels  there,  just  as  good  as  those  here,  and  a  hundred 
smaller  ones.  We  have  three  thousand  members  of  the  New  York 
Division  that  will  rally  to  the  convention  iu  a  way  that  will  surprise 
you.  1  have  a  number  of  letters  here  extending  a  most  cordial  invi- 
tation, a  telegram  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  from  Wood  Post, 
from  the  Camps  aud  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  You  all  know 
that  Syracuse  wants  the  next  Encampment,  and  we  present  Syracuse 
entirely  on  its  merits.  [Applause.] 

Brother  Durston  here  read  invitations  from  Lilly  Post  No.  60,  and 
Root  Post  No.  151  G.A.R.  of  Syracuse,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Syracuse  Chamber  of  Commerce,  from  James  K.  McGuire,  Mayor  of 
Syracuse,  Lilly  Post  W.R.C.,  No.  172,  L.A.S.,  No.  16,  Merriam 
Camp  No.  52,  and  Sniper  Camp  No.  166,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  Root 
Post  W.R.C.,  No.  200. 

The  Adjutant-General  continued  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

When  the  Division  of  Illinois  was  reached  : 

Will  C.  Schneider  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  Illinois  desires  to  «  ive 
way  to  Wisconsin. 

W.  J  Patton  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  I  am  privileged  to  bear 
the  invitation  of  Milwaukee  to  this  Encampment.  I  will  not  detain 
you  in  describing  the  beauties  of  our  city,  you  all  know  it,  or  know 
something  of  it;  our  miles  of  well-lighted,  well-paved  streets,  the 
beautiful  parks  surrounding  it  on  three  sides  with  the  lake  on  the  east 
of  us,  affording  unequalled  facilities  for  boating  and  pleasure  riding. 
I  might  say  that  just  nineteen  miles  west  of  us  is  that  beautiful  water- 
ing place  Waukesha.  I  think  if  you  will  come  next  year,  after  attend- 
ing the  Encampment  you  will  require  a  water  cure.  Come  to 
Milwaukee  and  go  out  to  the  water  cure  at  Waukesha  at  the  close  of 
the  Encampment. 

I  have  letters  in  my  hand  from  T.  J.  Sullivan,  secretary  of  the 
Business  Men's-  League  ;  also  from  David  S.  Rose,  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Milwaukee,  most  earnestly  inviting  your  presence.  I  cannot  say  the 
many  things  1  would  like  to  say,  descriptive  of  Milwaukee.  It  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  country,  convenient  to  Chicago;  you  can  come  around  by 
the  Lakes  from  Buffalo  and  cross  Lake  Michigan  ;  you  can  come  around 
the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Chicago  from  the  south  and 
from  the  west.  You  know  that  the  lines  of  communication  are  all  that 
you  desire.  One  point  I  desire  to  emphasize  is  this  :  that  next  year  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  meet  in  Chicago.    Chicago  is  but  two 
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hours  distant  from  Milwaukee.  Members  can  attend  the  Encampment 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Chicago  and  then  come  down  to 
Milwaukee  and  transact  the  business  of  the  Commanclery-in-Chief  of 
the  Sous  of  Veterans.  We  get  a  one-cent  rate  next  year  from  all  over 
the  country.  There  will  be  no  trouble  about  rates,  and  the  question 
of  rates  is  a  very  important  one  to  all  of  us.  Those  who  attended  the 
Knoxville  Encampment  remember  that  the  atteudance  upon  our  En- 
campment touched  high-water  mark  that  year ;  that  we  had  governors, 
and  ex-gwemors  and  lieutenant-governors  galore,  and  generals  and 
lieutenant-generals  and  everything  we  wanted.  Every  train  brought  in 
some  visiting  governors,  or  generals,  from  all  over  the  country.  We 
elbowed  with  those  great  men  until  we  thought  we  were  great  ourselves, 
and  we  will  have  the  same  chance  at  Milwaukee  next  year.  Come  to 
Milwaukee,  brothers.  [Applause.] 

The  Adjutant-General  continued  the  calling  of  the  roll.  When 
the  Division  of  Ohio  was  called  : 

A.  E.  B.  Stephens  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  speaking  for  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Division  of  Ohio  I  desire  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Syracuse,  New  York. 

The  Adjutant  continued  the  calling  of  the  roll.  When  the  Division 
of  Washington  was  reached  : 

Harry  Rosenhaupt  of  Washington  : 
the  name  of  Spokane,  Washington. 

The  Adjutant-General  continued 
the  Division  of  Wisconsin  was  called  : 

E.  T.  Fairchild  of  Wisconsin : 
Mayor  of  Milwaukee,  I  urge  our  claim  for  your  next  Encampment.  We 
have  never  had  it,  you  know.  We  want  a  chance  to  show  you  what 
Milwaukee  hospitality  is.  There  will  be  no  police  in  the  city  during  the 
convention.  [Laughter.] 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Adjutant  will  call  the  roll  of  Divi- 
sions and  Division  Commanders  will  announce  the  vote  of  their  Division 
on  place  of  holding  our  next  meeting.  * 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  and  announced  the  result,  for 
Syracuse  seventy-five ;  for  Milwaukee  forty-five,  the  vote  by  Divisions 
beino'  as  follows  :  — 

Syracuse. 


Commander,  I  desire  to  present 
the  calling  of  the  roll.  When 
Commander,  representing  the 
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Rhode  Island  ........  1 


South  Dakota 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
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1 


75  45 

SYRACUSE  CHOSEN. 

A.  G.  Braband  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Ad- 
jutant-General cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Syracuse 
for  the  place  of  holding  the  National  Encampment  next  year. 

C.  J.  Post  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  1  second  the  motion. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  motion,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Adjutant- General :  In  accordance  with  the  action  just  taken 
by  the  Commandery  I  hereby  cast  one  hundred  and  twenty  votes  for 
Syracuse,  New  York,  as  the  place  for  holding  the  next  annual  Encamp- 
ment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  One  hundred  and  twenty  votes  having 
been  cast  for  Syracuse,  the  Chair  declares  Syracuse,  New  York,  duly 
selected  as  the  place  for  holding  the  next  annual  Encampment. 

W.  S.  Oberdorf  of  New  York  :  Commander,  in  behalf  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  New  York  I  desire  to  thank  the  Commandery-in-Chief  for  its 
kindness.  Syracuse  is  known  in  the  Empire  State  as  the  City  of  Salt, 
and  I  am  sure  that  you  will  go  away  from  that  beautiful  place  with  the 
idea  that  not  only  is  it  a  city  of  salt,  but  that  the  hospitality  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  there  is  the  salt  of  the  earth.  [Applause.] 

REPORT  OF   COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF   CONCURRED  IN. 

The  Chair  is  informed  that  the  report  of  the  Couucil-in-Chief  read 
yesterday  was  not  passed  upon.  A  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Council-in-Chief  would  be  in  order. 

H.  V.  Speelmau  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  report  of 
the  Council-in-Chief  as  read  yesterday  be  adopted,  and  that  the  recom- 
mendations contained  therein  be  concurred  in. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NOMINATION   AND   ELECTION   OK  OFFICERS. 

W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  I  move  that  we  proceed 
to  the  nomination  and  election  of  officers. 

F.  C  Stillson  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

George  E.  Cogshall  of  Michigan :  Commander,  I  move  you  that 
nominating  speeches  be  limited  to  two  minutes. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll 
•of  Divisions  for  nominations  for  Commander-in-Chief. 
The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 
When  the  Division  of  Illinois  was  reached  : 
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Will  C.  Schneider  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  Illinois  gives  way  to 
Ohio. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio  :  Commander-in-Chief,  on  behalf  of 
the  Division  of  Ohio,  as  endorsed  by  the  Encampment  at  Columbus, 
unanimously,  I  present  for  your  cousideration  one  who  needs  no  enco- 
mium at  my  hand,  one  who  is  kuown  throughout  the  Order  as  well  as  in 
the  State  where  he  lives  outside  of  r this  organization  for  his  ability,  his 
strength  of  character,  his  honesty  of  purpose  and  for  his  fidelity  to  any 
duty  that  may  be  imposed  upon  him.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  men- 
tion his  name ;  you  all  recognize  him.  I  nominate  Past  Commander 
Asa  W.  Jones  of  Ohio  for  Commander-in-Chief.  [Applause.] 

ASA  W.   JONES   OF  OHIO  ELECTED  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  move  that 
the  further  call  of  the  roll  be  dispensed  with,  the  rules  suspended  and 
the  Adjutant- General  instructed  to  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this 
Encampment  for  Asa  W.  Jones  of  Ohio,  for  Commander-in-Chief. 

S.  S.  Horn  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  the  Pennsylvania 
Division  wants  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  that  motion. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to, 
unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General :  In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the 
Encampment  just  taken  I  cast  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  votes 
of  the  Encampment  for  Asa  W.  Jones  for  Commander-in-Chief  for  the 
present  year.     [Cries  of  "Jones,"  "Jones."] 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Past  Division  Commander  Asa  W. 
Jones  having  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  the 
office  of  Commander-in-Chief,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  duly  elected  to 
that  office  for  the  ensuing  year.  I  take  pleasure  in  requesting  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  Bundy  and  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling  to 
escort  the  newly  elected  Commander-in-Chief  to  the  platform. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  elect  was  escorted  to  the  platform  by 
the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brothers,  it  is  my  supreme  pleasure 
to  present  to  you  our  newly  elected  Commander-in-Chief,  Asa  W. 
Jones  of  the  Division  of  Ohio. 

ADDRESS   OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  ELECT  JONES. 

Commander-in-Chief  elect  Jones :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Brothers,  for  this  distinguished  mark  of  your  favor  I  thank  you  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart.  It  is  an  honor  that  I  appreciate  and  shall 
remember  to  my  dying  day ;  that  here  up  in  this  beautiful  city  of 
Detroit,  surrounded  by  my  brothers,  I  have  been  unanimously  elected 
to  the  highest  office  in  your  gift. 

For  a  great  many  years  I  have  been  connected  with  associations 
of  different  kinds.  I  have  belonged  to  other  societies,  my  membership 
in  which  I  prize  highly.  I  belong  to  them  because  I  believe  that  if 
there  is  anything  good  in  this  world  we  find  it  when  we  get  together. 
I  think  that  the  great  trouble  with  us  Americans  often  when  we  get 
upon  the  rostrum  and  denounce  somebody,  is  that  we  do  not  know  that 
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somebody.  Now,  I  am  connected  with  the  grand  Masonic  organiza- 
tion of  this  country  and  of  the  world,  and  I  have  found  pleasant 
associations  in  that  organization.  I  have  enjoyed  my  connection  with 
it,  but  I  enjoy  it  as  a  social  organization.  As  such  I  love  it.  But 
when  I  get  among  my  brothers  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  I  find  all  that 
is  there  is  here  too,  and  I  find  another  thing.  I  find  that  I  am  with  an 
organization  that  loves  that  old  flag  [Applause]  and  I  find  that  I  am 
with  an  organization  that  says  they  will  stand  as  our  fathers  stood  and 
defend  that  flag  from  foes  without  and  foes  within.  I  believe,  I  know, 
and  I  am  glad  to  know,  that  I  am  with  an  organization  that  is  perfectly 
willing  that  other  nations  shall  understand,  that  when  the  map  of  the 
world  is  to  be  changed  or  affected,  the  United  States  is  to  be  consulted 
upon  the  subject.  [Applause.]  I  believe,  too,  that  I  am  with  an  organ- 
ization that  says  that  where  that  old  flag  has  been  planted  in  its  glory, 
by  the  might  and  power  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  it 
shall  stand  until  the  end  of  time.  [Applause.] 

My  brothers,  I  will  not  stop  to  talk  Ions:  upon  these  subjects. 
They  are  the  ABC  of  this  Order.  Patriotism  is  written  upon  every 
page  and  on  every  breast  and  upon  every  heart  in  this  Order,  and  we 
are  standing  for  patriotism.  [Applause.]  I  do  not  mean  now  to  say  an 
unkind  word  of  those  who  met  our  fathers  in  battle  array.  I  have  in 
the  past  upon  the  rostrum  spoken  of  them  in  terms  that  I  never  again 
shall  repeat;  never  again  shall  those  words  escape  my  lips;  and  I 
shall  cease  to  speak  of  them  in  that  way  because  I  find  those  grand  old 
patriotic  men  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  their  sous  in  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  have  said  to  me,  "We  have  taken  them  back,  and 
they  are  our  brothers  in  this  grand  confederacy,  and  the}'  are  standing- 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  us."  [Applause.] 

I  think  the  grandest  thing  that  I  have  seen  in  a  long  time  was 
when  we  said  in  the  power,  might  and  grandeur  of  this  nation  that  the 
yoke  of  oppression  should  come  off  from  the  neck  of  Cuba.  We  raised 
up  as  one  man  and  said  "  that  shall  be  done."  Ohio  alone  didn't  say 
that.  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  alone  didn't  say  that,  nor 
were  they  clutching  at  the  throat  of  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York,  and 
Illinois,  and  Ohio,  and  the  other  grand  States  of  this  Union.  But 
every  State  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder;  man  to  man  they  stood  up  and 
said  that  old  banner  is  our  banner;  it  is  our  country  and  we  will  go 
with  you  as  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  [Applause.] 

Lee  aud  Wheeler  commanded  Sons  of  Veteraus,  and  Miles  and 
Dewey  and  those  other  grand  men  commanded  Sons  of  the  Confederacy. 
Ah,  they  stood  together  as  one  man.  [Applause.] 

But  the  grandest  thing  that  I  have  seen  in  all  this  time  came  to  me 
from  a  Grand  Army  man  I  know  down  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  in  that 
grand  old  State  of  Pennsylvania  —  pardon  me  if  I  repeat  this  incident 
because  I  believe  it  contains  it  all.  A  few  days  ago,  or  rather  a  few 
months  ago  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the  American  Republican  Club  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  I  had  the  honor  as  a  member  to  be  present.  On 
that  day  our  guests  of  honor  were  neither  of  them  Republicans.  They 
were  Admiral  Schley  and  Major-General  Wheeler,  formerly  of  the 
Confederate  service.    I  take  it  that  at  that  banquet  Republicanism  was 
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not  the  theme.  It  was  patriotism.  In  the  afternoon  at  the  club  room 
there  was  a  reception  not  to  hundreds,  not  to  thousands,  it  was  to  tens 
of  thousands.  In  the  line  of  that  reception  was  Admiral  Schley  first, 
General  Wheeler  next,  and  by  good  fortune,  or  rather  the  good  fortune 
of  some  of  my  friends,  I  was  permitted  to  stand  in  that  line  and  receive 
those  thousands  that  came  up  to  do  honor  to  those  grand  men,  and  as  I 
saw  that  line  being  formed  away  back,  I  saw  an  old  decrepit  man,  and 
upon  his  left  breast  was  the  honored  emblem  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  tottered  as  he  came  along  down  the  line  until  he  got 
hold  of  the  hand  of  Admiral  Schley  and  shook  it  with  a  warmth  that 
said  "  I  love  you,  my  dear  friend."  He  next  grasped  General  Wheeler 
by  the  hand  and  shook  it  until  you  would  have  been  willing  to  say 
General  Wheeler  whs  the  best  friend  he  had  on  earth ;  and  then  he 
came  to  me  and  grasping  my  hand,  he  said,  'l  Jones,  thirty-five  years 
ago  I  tried  to  shoot  that  man,"  and  the  tears  trickled  down  his  face  and 
he  said,  "I  am  glad  I  didn't  shoot  him,  I  am  glad  I  didn't  get  the 
opportunity;  I  think  he  is  a  grand  man  ;  he  loves  the  old  flag  now  as 
you  and  I  loved  it  then,  and  I  love  him  for  that  love."  That  tells  the 
whole  story.  It  was  the  heart  of  the  old  soldier,  the  Grand  Army  man, 
that  said,  "  We  take  you  back  into  our  communion,  General  Wheeler," 
and  that  great  city  of  Pittsburg  stood  up  to  do  honor  to  the  man  whose 
life  twenty-five  years  ago  would  not  have  been  safe  upon  the  streets 
of  Pittsburg.  We  are  a  united  country,  a  grand  country,  the  grandest 
in  the  world,  and  we  stand  today  where  we  dare  say  to  all  nations 
"When  you  propose  to  change  the  map  of  the  world,  ask  the  United 
States." 

Again,  brothers  and  Commander-in-Chief,  I  thank  you  for  the 
distinguished  honor  that  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  and  while  I  can- 
not promise  to  discharge  my  duty  as  faithfully,  as  efficiently  as  has 
been  done  in  the  past,  I  will  simply  say,  my  brothers,  that  I  will  do 
my  best.  [Applause.] 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move  we  give  three 
cheers  for  our  Commander-in-Chief  elect,  Asa  W.  Jones. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  It  is  not  necessary  to  put  that  motion. 
[Cheers.] 

J.  D.  Rowen  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Encampment 
do  now  take  recess  for  an  hour  and  thirty  minutes. 
The  motion  was  not  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Adjutant-General  will  now  call  the 
roll  of  Divisions  for  nominations  for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 
The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 
When  the  Division  of  Illinois  was  called  : 

Will  C.  Schneider  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  Illinois  desires  to  give 
way  to  Pennsylvania. 

James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  Pennsylvania 
will  not  detain  you  but  half  a  minute  to  say  that  all  any  one  need  do 
to  be  impressed  with  the  merits  of  the  brother  whom  we  shall  present 
to  occup}'  the  second  place  in  this  Commandery-in-Chief  during  the 
ensuing  year  is  to  scan  the  pages  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various  En- 
campments of  this   Commandery-in-Chief ;    there  will  be  found  the 
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recommendation  of  the  brother  whom  we  shall  nominate  ;  he  is  by  no 
means  a  stranger  to  you,'  but  one  who  has  impressed  himself  upon  those 
who  have  attended  the  various  Encampments  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  by  his  earnestness  and  fidelity,  and  one  who  is  entitled  to  oui 
respect  and  esteem;  Pennsylvania  desires  to  place  in  nomination  for 
Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  the  name  of  Brother  A.  L.  Sortor  of 
Iowa.  [Applause.] 

A.  L.  Sortor  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  with  all  due  regard  for  the 
splendid  honor  and  with  gratitude  to  my  Past  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
desire  at  this  time,  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Order,  to  have  my  name 
withdrawn  as  a  candidate  for  this  high  and  exalted  position.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  next  year  is  to  be  a  year  of  work.  I  understand  that  I  am  to 
be  detailed  to  assist  in  bringing  to  a  climax  a  most  important  proposi- 
tion that  is  now  being  considered  by  this  Order.  It  is  argued  by  my 
friends  who  have  proposed  my  name  for  this  position  that  it  is  not  a 
working  position,  but  I  contend  that  it  should  be  a  working  position,  and 
I  would  not  accept  it  and  be  a  fifth  wheel  in  this  great  machine.  I  ask 
the  brother  from  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  my  name  as  a  candidate 
for  this  position,  and  allow  me  to  exert  my  best  efforts  along  the  line 
which  I  have  suggested,  and  that  he  present  the  name  of  someone  who 
is  not  only  more  worthy,  but  who  has  more  time  to  devote  to  this  work. 

A.  L.  SORTOR  OF  IOWA  ELECTED   SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  a  further  call 
of  the  roll  be  dispensed  with,  the  rules  suspended  and  that  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  this  Encampment  instructed  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  Encamp- 
ment for  A.  L.  Sortor  of  Iowa  for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Commander,  in  accordance  with  the  action 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  just  taken  I  cast  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  ballots  of  the  Encampment  for  A.  L.  Sortor  of  Iowa,  for 
Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brother  Sortor  having  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Encampment,  I  declare  him  duly  elected  Senior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief  of  our  Order  for  the  ensuing  year. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   MILITARY  COLLEGE. 

Allow  me  at  this  time  to  make  the  announcement  of  the  committee 
which  by  direction  of  this  Encampment  I  was  to  announce  some  time 
ago.  The  Committee  on  Military  College  was  today  appointed,  or  rather, 
continued,  and  the  personnel  is  to  be  made  up  by  the  Commandei -in- 
Chief.  I  reappoint  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  elect  A.  L.  Sortor 
as  chairman  of  the  committee,  to  be  assisted  by  the  following  members  : 
II.  E.  Cowdin  of  Michigan,  George  E.  Cox  of  Connecticut,  William  T. 
Church  of  Illinois,  W.  A.  Morris  of  South  Dakota.  The  Adjutant- 
General  will  call  the  roll  of  Divisions  for  nominations  for  Junior  Yice- 
Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions. 
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When  the  Division  of  Connecticut  was  called  : 

Edson  S.  Bishop  of  Connecticut:  Commander,  Connecticut  desires 
to  give  way  to  the  Division  of  Michigan. 

F.  C.  Stillson  of  Michigan  :  Commander,  the  pleasant  duty  devolves 
upon  me  of  placing  in  nomination  a  brother  of  this  Division  for  Junior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief .  While  the  brother  I  shall  name  has  not 
established  a  national  reputation,  yet  the  reputation  he  has  gained  iu 
the  Division  of  Michigan  is  a  credit  to  himself  and  a  credit  to  the  Order. 
On  behalf  of  the  Michigan  delegation  I  nominate  Walter  L.  Raynes  as 
a  candidate  for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 

WAITER  L.  RAYNES   ELECTED   JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

W.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  move  that  a  further  call 
of  the  roll  of  Divisions  be  dispensed  with,  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
and  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  of  this  Encamp- 
ment for  Walter  L.  Raynes  of  Michigan  for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General:  Commander,  in  obedience  to  the  vote  just 
taken  I  hereby  cast  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  votes  of  this  Corn- 
mandery-in-Chief  for  Walter  L.  Raynes  of  Michigan,  for  Junior  Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Commauder-in-Chief :  Walter  L.  Raynes  having  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Encampment  I  hereby  declare  him  duly  elected 
Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  next  order  of  business  is  the  election  of  Council- in-Chief . 

ELECTION  OF  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

H.  V.  Speelman  of  Ohio:  Commander,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure 
at  this  time  to  present  the  name  of  a  man  who  is  well  known  to  us  all. 
On  behalf  of  the  Division  of  Ohio,  . I  present  the  name  of  Past  Chap- 
lain-in-Chief ,  W.  J.  Pattou  of  Wisconsin,  for  electiou  as  a  member  of 
the  Council-in-Chief . 

The  nomination  was  seconded. 

Newton  J    McGuire  of  Indiana :   Commander,  Indiana  desires 
to  place  in  nomination  the  name  of  James  W.  Noel  of  Indiana. 
The  nomination  was  seconded. 

E.  W.  Estes  of  New  York :  Commander,  I  desire  to  place  in  nom- 
ination the  name  of  George  H.  Bailey  of  New  Jersey. 
The  nomination  was  seconded. 

A.  L.  Sortor  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  desire  to  present  the  name 
of  Gen.  George  B.  Abbott. 

The  nomination  was  seconded. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL    ABBOTT    ELECTED    A    MEMBER    OF    THE  COUNCIL-IN- 
CHIEF. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  in  accordance  with  pre- 
cedent and  realizing  the  necessity  of  having  upon  the  Council-in-Chief 
one  of  experience  and  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  affairs  of  the  Order, 
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I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  the  Quartermaster-General 
be  instructed  to  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Gen. 
George  B.  Abbott  as  a  member  of  the  Council-iu-Chief.  [Applause.] 

F.  C.  Stillson  of  Michigan:  Commander,  I  second  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  unanimously. 

The  Quartermaster-General :  Brothers,  by  your  direction  the 
Quartermaster-General  casts  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  votes  of 
this  Encampment  for  the  election  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief  aud 
present  Adjutant-General  George  B.  Abbott  as  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil-iu-Chief . 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Adjutant-General  George  B.  Abbott 
having  received  tbe  uuaoimous  vote  of  the  Encampment,  I  declare  him 
duly  elected  a  member  of  the  Council-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

J.  D.  Swaiu  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  place  in  nomi- 
nation George  B.  Addington  of  New  York. 

The  nomination  was  seconded. 

W.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  place  in  nomi- 
nation the  name  of  Brother  A.  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska. 
The  nomination  was  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  If  there  are  no  further  nominations  the 
Chair  will  declare  nominations  for  Conncil-in-Chief  closed.  The 
Adjutant-General  will  proceed  with  the  calling  of  the  roll,  and  the 
Divisions  will  vote  for  two  members  of  the  Council-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  Divisions  and  the  result 
was  as  follows  :  — 


Connecticut-  •  • 
Illinois  .  •  • ;  • 

Indiana  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts 

Michigau  

Minnesota 

Missouri  

Nebraska   

New  Jersey  •  •  • 
New  York 

Ohio  

Pennsylvania  • 
Rhode  Island  . 
Soivth  Dakota  . 
Vermont 
Washington  . . 
Wisconsin 


Totals 


Pattun 

-  ! 

Noel 

Bailey 

Addington 

0) 

to 
PC 

4 

4 

12 

12 

2 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

'1 

11 

9 

2 

2 

2 

, 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

8 

0 
18 

5 

12 
17 

1 

2 

15 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

fi 

5 

3 

or, 

25 

13 

91 

16 
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The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  vote  stands,  George  H.  Bailey  of 
New  Jersey,  thirteen;  A.  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska,  sixteen;  James 
W.  Noel  of  Indiana,  twenty-five ;  George  Acldington  of  New  York, 
ninety-one;  W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin,  ninety-six.  Brothers  W.  J. 
Patton  and  George  Addington  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the- 
votes  cast,  are  declared  duly  elected  to  serve  as  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year.  That  concludes  the  election  of 
officers. 

William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  the  Com- 
maudery-in-Chief  do  now  take  recess  until  four  o'clock  p.m.  to  convene 
at  that  time  for  the  installation  of  officers. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  With  the  permission  of  the  Encamp- 
ment, as  well  as  of  the  mover  and  seconder  of  that  motion,  before 
putting  it  I  will  call  upon  Brother  McGuire,  who  has  something  to 
say  to  the  Encampment. 

PRESENTATION   OF  GAVEL. 

Newton  J.  McGuire  of  Indiana:  Commander,  I  want  to  present 
to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  publicly  what  I  have  already  presented  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  privately  at  the  beginning  of  this  Encamp- 
ment. A  few  months  ago,  a  very  near  friend  and  close  neighbor  of 
mine  was  honored  with  the  position  [of  Quartermaster  of  the  depot  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  He  was  there  at  the  time  that  the  war  vessel  Reina 
Mercedes  was  sunk  in  the  harbor.  That  is  the  only  steamer,  you 
know,  that  was  saved  out  of  the  Spanish  fleet  that  was  sunk  in 
Santiago  harbor.  This  vessel  was  raised  and  sent  to  Newport  News, 
and  my  very  near  friend,  Harry  B.  Snyder  of  Indianapolis,  was  kind 
and  thoughtful  enough  to  get  a  piece  of  wood  from  that  vessel  for  a 
souvenir.  He  had  a  couple  of  gavels  made  out  of  it  and  one  of  them  he 
sent  to  the  Department  of  Indiana  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  one  of  them  he  presented  to  me  because  he  knew  I  was  identified 
with  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  That  gavel  I  presented  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief on  the  first  day  of  our  Encampment ;  but  I  want  now 
to  publicly  acknowledge  the  gift  and  present  it  to  the  Encampment  as 
evidencing  the  kindness  and  thoughtfulness  of  an  old  soldier,  the  hero 
of  two  wars,  who  has  in  his  heart  and  soul  the  best  interests  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans ;  and  who  was  kind  enough  to  remember  them  when 
he  was  down  in  the  Christo  mountains  and  Santiago  trying  to  escape 
the  yellow  fever.  [Applause.] 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Past  Commander  McGuire,  on  behalf 
of  the  Commandery-iu-Chief  I  thank  you  for  this  gavel.  The  Order 
will  appreciate  it  because  of  the  interest  that  centres  in  it,  and  I  beg 
you  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  the  donor  of 
the  same. 

General  Abbott,  I  believe,  has  a  statement  to  make. 

PHILIPPINE  BANNER  AND   SPANISH  BOAT  FLAG. 

Adjutant-Geueral  Abbott;  Commander,  the  Captain  of  McKinley 
Camp  of  the  Division  of  California,  located  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
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has  seut  to  the  Commander  of  the  Division  of  California,  Col.  Harry 
T.  Moore,  a  Philippine  banner  and  a  Spanish  boat  flag.  The  boat  flag 
had  been  captured  by  the  Philippines,  and  the  banner,  together  with 
the  flag  captured  by  them,  was  captured  by  our  brothers  in  the  United 
States  service  and  sent  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  California  to  be' 
kept.  You  will  find  a  letter  from  David  F.  Morris  to  Col.  Harry  T. 
Moore,  in  the  introduction  to  the  roll  of  honor,  referring  to  this  flag 
and  this  banner,  and  the  manner  of  their  capture.  They  were  taken 
from  the  Church  of  the  Parish  of  San  Roque,  a  few  miles  out  of 
Manila,  and  were  captured  by  a  company  composed  almost  exclusively 
of  sons  of  veterans.  I  simply  asked  leave  of  the  Division  of  Califor- 
nia to  bring  them  here  as  a  further  evidence  of  the  valor  of  our 
brothers  who  are  now  engaged  in  the  Philippino  War.  [Applause.] 

RECESS   UNTIL  4    O'CLOCK  P.M. 

William  E.  Buudy  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  now  renew  my  motion 
that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  take  recess  until  4  o'clock  p.m. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Commandery-in-Chief  took 
recess  until  4  o'clock  p.m. 


SATURDAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

4  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Commandery-in-Chief  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Commandery-in-Chief  will  come  to 
order. 

The  Inspector-General  does  not  seem  to  be  present.  I  will  ask  the 
Surgeon-General  to  act  as  Inspector-General,  and  Colonel  Archer  to  act 
as  Assistant  Inspector-General.  Brother  Davis,  will  you  please  assist 
at  the  door  and  take  the  password  and  countersign  as  the  members 
come  in,  and  report  if  you  are  satisfied  that  all  present  are  entitled  to 
remain. 

Assistant  Inspector-General  Archer :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  am 
satisfied  that  all  present  are  entitled  to  remaiu. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  only  further  business  before  this 
Encampment  is  the  installation  of  the  newly  elected  officers.  I  have 
the  honor  to  ask  Past  Commander-in-Chief  James  Lewis  Rake  to  act  as 
our  installing  officer.  The  Inspector-General  will  escort  him  to  the 
chair. 

Surgeon-General  McDowell:  Commander,  I  have  the  honor  to 
present  General  Rake,  who  will  act,  under  your  appointment,  as  install- 
ing officer. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  General  Rake,  I  have  the  honor  to  pass 
over  to  you  this  gavel,  the  emblem  of  authority. 

Installing  Officer  Rake  :  Adjutant-General,  you  will  call  the  roll  of 
officers-elect,  who,  as  their  names  are  called,  will  rise,  answer  to  their 
names  and  present  themselves  at  the  altar. 


in 
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Whereupon,  the  newly  elected  officers,  "with  the  exception  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  elect,  were  installed  in  due  form,  and  escorted  to 
their  several  stations. 

Installing  Officer  Rake  :  The  Commander-in-Chief  elect  will  please 
announce  his  staff. 

Commander-in-Chief  elect  Jones  :  Installing  Officer  Rake,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  name  my  staff  completely  to-day,  but  will  have  to 
ask  brothers  for  a  little  indulgence  as  to  time  in  the  performance  of 
that  duty.  The  present  Adjutant- General  will  continue  to  act  as  Adju- 
tant-General until  a  further  appointment  is  made.  My  Inspector-Gen- 
eral will  be  Brother  Alfred  G.  Loyd  of  Sharpsburg,  Pa.  ;  my  Judge 
Advocate-General,  F.  T.  F.  Johnson  of  Maryland  ;  Surgeon-General, 
C.  W.  Staples  of  Lyndonville,  Vt.  They  are  not  present,  and  will  be 
installed  later. 

Commander-in-Chief  elect  Jones  was  then  duly  installed  and 
assumed  command. 

PUBLICATION   OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS. 

W.  Y.  Morgan  of  Kansas  :  Commander,  before  proceeding  any 
further  I  would  here  move  that  the  usual  precedent  be  followed  and 
that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  instructed  to  have  prepared  for  dis- 
tribution, at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  the  usual  number  of  printed 
copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Encampment. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

APPROVAL  OF  THE  MINUTES. 

E.  II.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  minutes  of 
this  Commanclery-in-Chief,  as  recorded  by  the  official  stenographer,  be 
approved  without  reading. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRESENTATION   OF   COMM ANDER-IN-CHIEP'S  BADGE. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Commander,  I  will  ask  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Shepard  to  kindly  come  forward  and  receive,  on 
behalf  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  the  Past  Commander-in-Chief's 
badge.    It  will  be  presented  by  Adjutant-General  Abbott. 

GENERAL  ABBOTT'S  PRESENTATION  SPEECH. 

General  Abbott :  Brother  Shepard,  on  behalf  of  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief  and  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  this  Order,  a  particularly 
pleasant  duty  falls  to  my  lot;  pleasant  yet  sad,  for  it  marks  the  close 
of  a  year  of  most  delightful  official  relation  between  you  and  me ;  yet 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  present  to  you  the  badge  that  brings  you  into  the 
family  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief,  whose  names  have  been  so  closely 
identified  with  the  biiildiug  up' of  this  organization.    You  are  welcome  to 
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stand  up  in  line  with  Maccabe  and  Bundy,  Rake  and  Darling  and  other 
brothers  who  have  done  so  much  for  this  organization.  I  could  pass  a 
good  deal  of  time  in  going  over  and  rehearsing  what  you  have  done, 
for  no  one  understands  more  thoroughly  than  myself  how  completely 
you  have  filled  the  position  of  Commander-in-Chief,  how  loyal  and  how 
devoted  you  have  been  at  all  times  to  the  Order,  and  to  the  brothers  of 
the  Order ;  and  as  an  emblem  and  a  token  of  your  duty  well  performed, 
it  is  my  privilege  at  this  time  to  present'  to  you  the  badge  of  a  Past 
Commander-in-Chief.  You  have  earned  it  by  faithful  service,  and 
every  brother  rejoices  that  you  are  thus  honored,  and  I,  particularly 
and  personally,  feel  that  it  is  most  worthily  bestowed.  General 
Shepard,  I  welcome  you  into  the  ranks  of  Past  Commanders-in-Chief. 
[Applause.] 

PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  SHEPARD'S  RESPONSE. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Shepard  :  Commander-in-Chief,  Brother 
Abbott  and  my  Brothers  of  the  Order,  I  had  the  presumption  to  assume 
that  I  would  receive  a  decoration,  the  decoration  of  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief,  but  I  confess  that  I  did  not  suppose  the  brothers  were  going  to 
take  from  the  sky  the  stars  and  set  them  in  this  circle  of  gold.  To 
receive  this  emblem  from  this  brotherhood  would  be  a  great  honor  to 
auy  one.  It  is  certainly  a  very  great  honor  to  me.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  adequately  express  my  appreciation  of  the  honors  conferred 
upon  me,  not  only  during  the  past  year  but  during  the  previous  years, 
and  for  this  honor  conferred  upon  me  at  this  time.  We  have  a  friend- 
ship, I  believe,  in  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans  that  is  not  like  that 
in  any  other  organization.  Many  of  us  belong  to  other  societies  and 
other  orders,  but  there  is  a  peculiar  and  lasting  love  and  affection  that 
belongs  particularly  to  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veteraus.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  me,  as  I  said,  to  adequately  respond  to  this  bestowal  that  has 
come  to  me  from  you,  my  brothers.  I  can  only  wish  that  the  friend- 
ships we  have  formed  through  our  efforts  for  the  organization  of  the 
Sous  of  Veterans  will  last  through  life,  that  close  friendship  that  I 
have  referred  to,  that  affection  for  the  organization  and  for  one 
another,  that  friendship  which  it  seems  to  me  is  the  only  artist  that  can 
strew  the  weary  walks  of  life  with  the  flowers  of  joy  and  happiness ; 
and  it  is  my  wish  for  all  of  us  that  when  we  reach  the  sundown  side  of 
our  lives,  that  friendship  may  still  be  green  and  fair ;  and  we  may  still 
feel  that  same  love  and  affection  for  one  another.  I  thank  you,  brothers, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  [Applause.] 

Commander-in-Chief  Jones  :  Brothers,  before  we  proceed  to  close 
I  want  to  say  one  word,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  take  your  time  but  for 
a  moment.  I  know  that  I  am  speaking  now  to  the  men  who  control, 
who  govern,  who  make  the  Order  of  the  Sous  of  Veterans  in  the  United 
States.  I  know  that  your  wish  and  your  action  will  determine  whether 
in  the  year  that  is  coming  the  Order  shall  grow,  or  whether  it  shall 
diminish.  I,  for  my  part,  am  very  anxious  to  make  a  record  as  we  all 
are,  of  making  something  good  for  this  Order  in  the  year  to  come;  and 
I  beg  of  you,  and  I  command  my  staff  that  they  shall  be  working  members 
of  this  Order  this  year.  [Applause.] 
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And  while  I  have  the  right  to  direct  my  staff  I  know  they  would  do 
everything  in  their  power  without  any  order ;  and  I  want  to  ask  every 
member  of  this  Order  to  take  hold  and  see  if  we  cannot  make  the  Order 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  grow  until  we  put  it  in  a  commanding  position 
in  these  United  States.  I  want  to  see  it,  in  time,  as  it  must  be,  the  suc- 
cessor of  that  grand  organization,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
The  old  ones  are  going.  The  roll-call  is  shortened  every  year.  Pretty 
soon  the  Sons  of  Veterans  must  become  the  successors  of  that  great 
organization.  Let  us  make  ourselves  worth}^  to  be  successors  of  those 
grand  men,  our  fathers  who  have  gone  before  us. 

Now  I  beg  of  you  all  let  us  make  this  a  working  year,  and  I  want 
everjr  member  of  this  Order  to  be  free,  and  not  only  want  you  to  feel 
free  to  make  suggestions,  but  I  ask  it  as  a  favor  to  me  that  you  will 
suggest  to  me,  and  suggest  to  my  staff  and  suggest  to  your  brothers 
anything  that  you  think  will  make  for  the  upbuilding  and  aid  in  strength- 
ening this  Order.  It  is  a  grand  Order ;  it  is  next  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  the  grandest  Order  that  exists  on  this  continent  or  any 
other.  [Applause.] 

Is  there  any  further  business  to  come  before  the  Encampment 
before  we  proceed  to  close? 

Dan  S.  Gardner  of  Ohio :  Commander,  before  dispersing  I  suggest 
that  we  hear  from  our  newly-made  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Reed  of 
Pennsylvania. 

ADDRESS  OF  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  R.  M.  J.  REED. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  I  do  not  intend  to 
make  a  speech.  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  thank  the  brothers  of 
this  Commandery-in-Chief  for  the  honor  they  have  this  day  bestowed 
upon  me.  My  abiding  and  unalterable  belief  in  the  future  of  this 
Order  adds  very  greatly,  in  my  estimation,  to  its  value.  I  believe,  as 
the  Commander-in-Chief  has  said:  "When  the  Grand  Army  shall 
have  been  mustered  out,  this  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans  must  be  its 
legitimate  and  natural  successor."  I  hope  that  I  shall  live  to  see  it 
become  the  great  patriotic  factor  that  shall  forever  keep  alive  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  our  fathers  fought.  Twenty  years  ago  I  helped  rock 
the  cradle  of  the  organization,  and  so  long  as  I  shall  be  permitted  to 
live,  I  shall  continue  to  uphold  and  advocate  its  cause.  [Applause.] 
I  am  naturally  proud  of  my  record  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army,  and 
when  I  answer  the  last  roll  call  that  record  will  be  the  most  price- 
less heritage  I  can  leave  to  my  children  ;  and  side  by  side  with  that 
record  there  will  hang  my  record  and  commission  as  a  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  [Applause.]  It  is  my  wish  that  with 
the  brothers,  I  shall  always  be  "  Dick."  If,  however,  I  must  have  a 
title,  let  it  be  that  title  which  "  Uncle  Sam  "  gave  me  for  years  of  faith- 
ful service  ;  and  so  among  the  "  boys  "  let  it  be  "Dick."  I  thank  you 
again  and  again.  [Applause.] 

A.  E.  B.  Stephens  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  move  that  this  Eight- 
eenth Annual  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  now  proceed  to 
close  in  due  form  and  then  adjourn  sine  die. 
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PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S   BADGE   FOR  R.    M.    J.  REED. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  before  that  motion 
is  put,  I  move  you  that  the  Council-in-Chief  be  directed  to  secure  and 
confer  upon  Major  Reed  a  Past  Commauder-in-Chief's  badge. 

Forrest  W.  Briggs  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  don't 
want  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  go  to  that  expense  for  me.  Under- 
stand me,  it  is  not  because  I  would  not  appreciate  it,  because  there  is 
nothing  I  would  love  better  to  possess ;  but  I  do  not  want  this 
Commandery-in-Chief  to  be  at  that  expense.  In  the  years  gone  by, 
when  there  was  no  moDey  to  spend,  I  paid  my  own  expenses,  and  I  do 
not  want  the  Commandery  to  be  at  any  expense  now  because  they 
conferred  this  honor  and  distinction  upon  me.  I  thank  you  all  the 
same. 

adjournment,  sine  die. 

A.  E.  B.  Stephens  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  now  renew  my  motion 
that  the  Encampment  proceed  to  close,  and  adjourn  sine  die. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Encampment  was  closed  in  due 
form,  and  adjourned,  sine  die. 


Chicago,  III  .  Dec.  15,  1899. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  record  and  report  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  held  in  the  Masonic  Auditorium,  Detroit,  Mich  ,  Sept.  7,  S 
and  9,  A.D.  1899,  as  reported  by  the  official  stenographer. 

FRANK  L.  SHETARD, 
Attest  :  Past  Commander-in-Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Past  Adjutant- General . 


* 


ROLL  CALL. 
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RECORD  OK  ROLL  CALLS. 


Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment 

OF  THE 

COMMANDERY- IN  -  CHIEF,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

The  following  shows  those  members  of  the  Encampment  answering  roll 
calls :  — 

P,  present;  —  A,  accredited.;  —  0,  absent. 


Roll  1 

Roll  2 

A 

P 

P 

A 

P 

P 

A 

P 

A 

P 

P 

A 

P 

P 

A 

P 

lJ 

A 

P 

A 

P 

P 

A 

p 

J. 

A 

p 

A 

A 

2\ 

A 

A 

P 

P 

A 

P 

A 

A 

A 

P 

A 

p 

p 

A 

A 

p 

p 

A 

P 

p 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

0 

P 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

p 

P 

A 

p 

P 

A 

A 

A 

0 

P 

A 

p 

P 

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIE F  OFFICERS. 

Commander-in-Chief,  Prank  L.  Shepard  

Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  George  E.  Cox  

Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  Z.  C.  Green   

{H.  H.  Hammer  
J.  E.  Haycraft  
J.  D.  Rowen  

Adjutant-General,  G.  B  Abbott  

Quartermaster-General,  Pred  E.  Bolton  

Inspector-General,  Forrest  W.  Briggs  

Judge  Advocate-General,  James  W.  Noel  

Surgeon-General,  F.  H.  B.  McDowell  

Chaplain-in-Chief ,  Rev.  A.  J.  Morris  

PAST  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

Frank  P.  Merrill  

George  W.  Marks  

*  Walter  S.  Payne  

Louis  M.  Wagner  

G.  B.  Abbott  

Charles  F.  Griffin  

Edwin  Earp  

Bartow  S.  Weeks  

Joseph  B.  Maccabe  

William  E.  Bundy  

W.  H  Russell  

James  Lewis  Rake  

Charles  K.  Darling  

PAST  GRAND  DIVISION  COMMANDERS 

Frank  H.  Challis  

I.  S.  Bangs  

W.  E.  W.  Ross  

Raphael  Tobias  

*  Walter  S  Payne  

R.  M.  J.  Reed  

E.  Howard  Gilkey  

CONSTITUTIONAL  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

W.  E.  W.  Ross  

I  S.  Bangs  

J.  A.  Rodrigo  

William  H.  Pierpont  

John  A.  Thompson  

W.  S.  Eldredge  

R.  M.  J.  Reed  

0.  B.  Brown  

William  Luther  Davis  

Charles  A.  Bookwalker  

Hon.  John  M.  Thurston  


*  Suspended. 
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The  following  named  are  entitled  to  a  seat  and  vote  in  the 
Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief , 
as  representatives  of  their  respective  Divisions,  having  been 
duly  reported  as  such  to  the  Adjutant-General,  on  Form  No.  50, 
as  required  by  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations :  — 


ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE. 


Commander, 


Past  Commanders, 


W.  F.  Bolin  

M.  D  Friedman  

R.  W.  Biese  

W.  R.  Cooper  

W.  D.  Good  

J  V.  Gilb,  Jr  

J.  W.  V.  R  Plummet 

J.  G.  Crum bliss  

E  R.  Carter  

L.  W.  Friedman  

H.  T  Cooper  

F.  L.  Holden  


Delegate-at  Large, 

Delegate,  F.  C.  Reep  

Alternate-at-Large,  R.  M.  Childress 
Alternate,  S.  R.  Rambo  


CALIFORNIA. 


Commander,  Harry  T.  Moore  

L.  DeP.  Callahan . 
C.  J.  Callahan 

E.  C.  Robinson. . 
Past  Commanders,  -j  Fred  V.  Wood... 

F.  W.  Bunnell. 
F.  C.  Shipley 
Chas.  L.  Pierce. 
A.  Wagener  


Delegate-at-Large,  J 

Delegate,  A.  E.  Ade  

Alternate-at-Large,  Geo.  A.  Richardson. 
Alternate,  M.  E.  V.  Bogart  


COLORADO. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  Geo.  S.  Milone  

F.  C.  McArthur.. 

H  D.  Keudig  

L  W.  Kennedy*  .  . 
C.  H.  Anderson. . . 
Adam  C  Patton* . 

B.  G.  Robbins  

Harlan  Thomas*  . 
Paul  H  Limback* 
Delegate-at-Large,  Joseph  H.  Powell*  . . . 

Delegate,  W.  H^  Tufford  

Alternate-at-Large,  Charles  Moberly  

Alternate,  Ray  S.  Miuton  


CONNECTICUT. 

Commander,  Edson  S.  Bishop  

f  W.  H.  Pierpont  . 

|  G.  B.  Smith  

I  H.  W.  Wessels. . 
"]  A.  E.  Chandler.  . 
I  B.  R.  Singleton  . 
I  F.  S.  Valentine  . 


Past  Commanders, 


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


A 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


1  Roll  2 


0 


*  Suspended  June  30, 1899. 


BOLL  CALL. 
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CONNECTICUT  -  Continued. 


W.  N.  Barber. . 
W.  J.  Bissell.  . . 

Past  Commanders,   j  Geo.  E.  Cos  

|  W.  W.  Wheeler 
I  Leon  L.  Hall. . . 
Delegate-at-Large,  William  Parmelee. 

Delegates,     i*eY'  3J  E-  better  

*  \  C.  F.  Loomis,  Jr  

Alternate-at-Large,  Geo.  W.Fletcher. 

Alternates,    \  T.  Pratt  

'    1  E.  C.  Booth  


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


GULP. 

(No  Report.) 


ILLINOIS 


Commander,  Will  C.  Schneider  

R.  V.  Mallory  

G.  B  Abbott'  

F.  McCrillis  

C.  T.  Orner  

Geo.  B.  Stadden   

Geo.  H.  Hurlbnt  

Past  Commanders,  \  C.  G  Marsh  

Jno.  D.  Hall  

F.  L.  Shepard   

Wm.  G.  Dustin  

John  R.  Neeley  

S.  E.  Thomasson   

_  William  T.  Church   

Delegate-at-Large,  Isaac  Cutter  

Delegate,  John  S.  Simpson  

O.  L.  Day  . .  . 

Alternates  appointed  by  Commander,  \  A.  F.  Brett . . 

F.  J.  Strong. 


A 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


P 

r 
i' 
P 
P 
P 


INDIANA. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  H.  0  P  Cline  

f  J.  W.  Newton  

I  George  C  Harvey..  . 
Newton  J.  McGuire.  ■ 

|  Frank  Martin  

j  R.  B.  Oglesbee  

Jno.  E.  Edmonsonf-  ■ 
Wm.  H.  Armstrong! 

R.  R.  Thompson  

Delegate-at-Large,  Harold  C.  Megrew  

(  Geo.  F.  Ogden  

Delegates,  -j  Schnyler  Tiptou  

(  Harry  Martin*  

Alternate-at-Large,  Frank  Graham  

Lee  C.  Reed  

Alternates,  \  E.  E.  Massey  

T.  E.  Firgly  


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


I' 
P 


*  Division  only  entitled  to  two  delegates  besides  Delegate-at-I,avgt>. 
t  Past  Provisional  Commanders. 


11 
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IOWA. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  Will  A.  Brown  

J.  D.  Rowen.  •  ■  ■ 

L.  A.  Dilley  

A.  L.  Suitor,  Jr. 
H.  M.  Hanson  .  . 
E.  E.  Hawke&. .  • 
John  H.  Pickett. 
A.  T.  Wilson  . .  . 
W.  W.  Bisby 

Delegate-at-Large,  Gny  R.  Carson  

Delegate,  A.  W.  Buchanan   

Alternate-at-Large,  J.  A.  Hartman 
Alternate,  J.  W.  Petty   


Commander,  L.  B. 


Past  Commanders; 


Delegate-at-Large . 
Delegates,  {J>L° 

Papes. 

Alternate,  Lee  Harrison  . . . 


KANSAS. 

Price  

CD.  Jones  

E.  H.  Madison  

W.  Y.  Morgan  

\  Grant  W.  Harrington. 

I  W.  P.  Feder  

I  John  Redmond  

L  W.  P.  Wilcox  


KENTUCKY. 


Commander,  Alexander  Hamilton  

f  George  H  Capito  . 

I  Fred  G  Singleton. 

I  W.  R.  Heflin   

_    .  „  ,         |  W.  N.  Evans  

Past  Commanders,  -j  wm  A  Field  

B.  F.  McClelland. . 
T.  Z.  Morrow,  Jr. . 
E.  H.  Hansford .  •  • 
Delegate-at-Large,  Vola  G.  Trimble 

Delegate,  J.  M  Mayfield  

Alternate-at-Large,  John  Stebbins.  ...... 

Alternate,  John  P.  Taylor  


MAINE. 

Commander,  Edward  H.  Smith 


Past  Commanders, 


A.  S.  Libby  

Charles  H-  Rice  

E.  K.  Gould  

T  G  Libby   

W.  H.  Perry  

C.  H.  Hutcliins  

A.  C.  Clouclmau  

E.  C.  Moran  

C.  E.  Merrill  

R.  L.  Whitcomb  .  ■  ■ 

H.  C.  Chatto   

Fred  E.  Fairfield  

L.  L.  Cooper   

Arthur  M.  Soule.  . .  - 
George  E.  Leighton 


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 


ROLL  CALL 


MAINE  —  Continued. 
Delegate-at-Large,  Henry  G.  Thomas 


L.  O.  Haskell   A 


Delegates,  \  E.  W.  Crawford 
C.  H.  Mills 

Alternate-at-Large,  George  W.  Gray  

Alternates  not  chosen. 

MARYLAND . 

Commander,  Geo.  S.  Whitmore  

Miles  W.  Ross  

E.  R.  Campbell  

Robt.  W.  Wilson  . . . 

Otto  L.  Suess   

Frank  A.  White  

Frank  O.  Peterson.  . 
Edward  K.  DePuy  .  . 

William  B.  King  

Delegate-at-Large,  Edgar  Allen,  ,Tr  

Delegate,  F  T.  F.  Johnson  

Alternate-at-Large,  H.  H.  Henry  

Alternate,  E.  E.  Vannorsdale  


Past  Commanders, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  Geo.  N.  Howard  

/ F.  J.  Bradford. . . 
J.  B.  Maccabe 

C.  F.  Sargent   

H  S.  Grossman  . . 
J.  H.  Hinckley  .  .  . 
N.  C.  Upham  

D.  B.  Purbeck.... 

C.  K  Darling 
Wm.  A.  Stevens . . 

W.  H.  Delano  

A  C.  Blaisdell  .  . . 

D.  F  Goukling. . . 

F.  E.  Bolton  

G.  W  Knowlton.- 
Harry  D.  Sissou . . 
Orange  H.  Cook  . . 

x  Leonard  C.  Conch 

Delegate-at-Large,  Emery  Coulter  

f  C.  D.  Rooney  

J.  H.  Fayerweather  

F.  L.  Kirchyassner  

P  L  Parker  

A.  E.  Leighton  

T.  S.  Bell  

B.  F.  Cook  


Delegates, 


MICHIGAN. 

Commander,  C.  J.  Post  

F.  M.  Williams  . 

F.  D.  Eddy  

F.  C.  Stillson... 
Past  Commanders,  ■{  F.  F.  McMurtrie 


E  R.  Henderson .  . . 

H.  E.  Cowdin  

George  E.  Cogshall 
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MICHIGAN  —  Continued. 


Delegate-at-Large,  Carl  A.  Wagner 
(  H.  O.  Herri  ck  

Delegates,  }  L.  E.  Merchant  

(  Walter  L.  Raynes  


MINNESOTA. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  A.  O.  Allen  

f  E.  H.  Milham  

A.  S.  Morgan  

George  F.  Kelley  •  • 
George  II .  Sheire  - 
Francis  G  Drew  ■ 
H.  E.  Stodieck,  Jr. 
M.  L.  Cormany  .  -  - 
,  Geo.  H  Tinker  . . . 

Delegate-at-Large,  Wm.  G.  Young  

Delegate,  J.  C.  Carter.  

Alternate-at-Large,  G.  T.  Drake  

Alternate,  J.  J.  Warner   


MISSOURI. 


Commander,  B.Prack. 


Past  Commanders, 


J.  J.  Speaker  

A.  H.  Vandivert 

E.  R.  Durham  

R.  Loebenstein  

H.  J.  Kline  

B.  W.  Frauenthal. . . 

F.  E.  Ernst  

E.  L.  Gottschalk  

W.  J.  Simmerschiecl 

Manly  Wren  

E.  E.  Schoening 

J.  W  S.  Dillon  


Delegate-at-Large,  C.  C.  Behnke 
Delegate,  A.  P.  Kelso  


Past  Commanders, 


NEBRASKA. 

Commander,  J.  H.  Heine  

f  F.  J.  Coates  

Geo.  F.  Wols ...... 

F.  A.  Agnew 
A.  H.  Rawitzer  •  • 
Moses  P.  O'Brien 
^  J  C.  Elliott  *.... 

Delegate-at-Large,  W.  F.  Jacobs  

Delegate,  C.  C.  Stull  

Alternate-at-Large,  0  L.  Solisbury 
Alternate,  H.  W. 'Rogers,  Jr  


Commander,  E.  B. 


Past  Commanders, 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Falsom   

F.  H.  Challis  

F.  E.  Lihby  

Michael  Crowley .  .  - 

Ben  0.  Robey  

Frank  P.  Perkins  -  - 
James  H.  Joyce  • . . . 


A 

Rnll  1 
null  I 

P 

A 

P 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

P 

A 

A 

A 

p 
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A 

A 

A 
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A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

P 

A 

A 

A 

A 

P 

A 

A 

A 

A 

a; 

A 

0 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

o 


o 


0 


*  Suspended. 


BOLL  CALL. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  —  Continued. 

f  Frank  C.  Smith  

|  C.H.  Little  

Past  Commanders,  \  John  H.  Twombly   

I  VV.  S.  Willy  

[  H.  E.  Chamberlain  

Delegate-at-Large,  Harry  A.  Brown  

Delegate,  C.  G.  M.  Nathan   

Alternate-at-Large,  Lin-wood  B.  Emery  

Alternate,  Leon  W.  Bilsborough  


Commander,  Geo.  H. 


Past  Commanders, 


Delegate-at-Large,  Fr 
Delegates, 

Alternate-at-Large,  F 

Alternates,    /  Jachar 
Henry 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Bailey  

Fred  D.  Morse   

Andrew  Derrom,  Jr. 

T.  H.  Edmonds  

A.  L.  Sparks  

Geo.  W.  Politt  ...... 

James  E.  Pierson  . . . 
James  B.  Adams 

Lewis  L.  Drake  

Ed.  C.  White  

Jas.  M.  Mathews.  . . . 

emout  Tietze  

A.  Douglas  

W.  Davis,  Jr  

rank  M.  Cunningham 
iah  Brogden  .... 
Gundersdorf  


Past  Commanders, 


NEW  YORK. 

Commander,  Ralph  Sheldon  

M.  J.  Downing. . . . 

E.  W.  Hatch  

J.  C.  Sawyer  

J.  E.  Hedges   

George  Addington 

W.  H.  Wyker  

A.  Hoeffling  

C.  E.  Holmes  .... 
W.  S.  Oberdorf . . 

L.  J.  Macy  

W.  K.  West  

A.  G.  Courtney. . . . 

J.  M.  Diven  

W.  H.  Robertson 

Burt  E.  Fisher  

_  E.  W.  Estes  

Delegate-at-Large,  J.  G.  Swan.  

W.  McWhirter  

F.  P.  Connell  

H.  P.  Hollister  

Delegates,      \  J.  Frank  Dunton  

E.  C.  Parkinson  

|  H.  II.  Parker  

[  f.A.  Personius  

Alternate-at-Large, 

f  Geo  H.  Pease  

!  H.  G.  Morgan  

1  L.  J.  Dambman  

Chas.  H.  Heimsoth .... 


Alternates, 
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NEW  YORK. —  Continued. 

{Edward  Harrigan  
J.  V.  G.  Bogart  
Thomas  Aitken  

OHIO. 

Commander,  A.  E.  B.  Stephens  

E.  H.  Gilkey  


Fast  Commanders, 


H.  R.  Bacon 
Walter  S.  Payne*  . . . 

W.  C.  Wyckoff  

F.  W.  Myers  

George  A  Ensign.  -  • 

Henry  Frazee  

George  W.  Leonard- 
William  E.  Bundy  ■  ■ 

C.  J.  Deckman  

J  V.  Hilliard  

Fillmore  Mnsser 

Dan  S.  Gardner  

Don  C  Cable  

L.  V.  Williams.  

D.  Q  Morrow  

A.  W.  Jones  

_  E  H.  Archer  

Delegate-at-Lar»e,  H.  V.  Speelman  

f  J.  E.  Orr  

Delegates,      1  H"  S'  BnoUttcl 


W.  E.  Baldwin  •  . . 
(  R.  L.  Atchison . . . . 
Alternate-at-Large,  H.  D.  Ketcham 

V.  E.  Price  

C.  H.  A.  Palmer  .  . 
"j  A.  C.  Messenger  . . 
[  J.  W.  Swift  


Alternates, 


OREGON. 

Commander,  Elmer  Hardesty  

n        (  L.  W.  Oren  .  -  .  . 
Past  Commanders,  <  w„ ,.  „ 

j  Walter  Rosy  .  . 

Delegate-at-Large,  Walter  Ross 

Delegate,  L.  W.  Oren  ,  

Alternate-at-Large,  E  L.  Little  he  Id  . 

Alternate,  E.  Hardesty  


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Commander,  S.  S.  Horn  

f  J.  H.  Closson 


Past  Commanders,  - 


L.  M.  Warner  

H,  M  J  Reed  

E.  W.  Alexauder •  . 
Root.  E.  Hopkins. 

W.  H.  Smith  

H  H.  Hammer.  . .  ■ 

J  H,  Seiferth  

II.  M.  Russell  

C.J  Miller  

J.  L.  Rake  

W  B.  McNnltv-  •  ■  ■ 

G.  W.  Gerhard  

H.  M.  Rebele  

Walter  E.  Smith. 


A 

Roll  1 

Roll 

A 

A 

A 

p 

P 

A 

A 

p 

P 

A 

A 
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A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

1 

in 

r 

A 

T  J 

r 

,v 
A 

v 

A 

A 

A 

Jr 
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A 

A 

P 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 
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I 

A 

A 

A 

A 
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A 

A 

P 

A 

A 

A 

P 

P 

A 

A 

A 

A 

P 

P 

A 

A 

A 

P 

A  " 

*  Suspended. 


BOLL  CALL. 


PENNSYLVANIA —  Continued. 


f  Chas.  L.  Johu  

I  C  E.  Diefenderfer 
Past  Commanders,  \  James  H.  Tawney . 

|  Wilduu  Scott...".. 

I  A.  S.  Moulthrop  

Delegate- at-Large,  Rev  Otto  Brandt  

f  Walter  R  Ross  , 

J.  W.  C.  Austin  

G.  W.  Dubbs  

John  Whiteman  

J.  M.  Rucb  

S.  W.  Macurdy  

Delegates,     -{  Fred  Stark..  

W.  0.  Foster  

L  C  Brown  

T.  W.  Bibiffhaus  

J.  M  Milligan  

S.  D.  Coldren  

W.  L.  Mathews  

C.  M.  Dingle  

John  Bradley  

Gns  Rhodes   — 

H.  E.  Custer  

S.  C.  Stenber  

James  Mann  

Alternates,     J  Edw.  Newman  


E.  T.  Kelly.... 
Wm.  Leber.  •  •  ■ 

Geo.  Fritz  

L.  H  Stedge. . , 
0.  C.  Morton. . . 
H.  R.  Willhicle. 
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TUESDAY  — MORNING  SESSION. 

Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11,  1900. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  convened  in  City  Hall,  at  10  o'clock 
a.m.,  with  Commander-in-Chief  Asa  W.  Jones  in  the  chair. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  We  are  assembled  here  in  this  beautiful 
city  of  Syracuse,  in  the  grand  State  of  New  York,  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment,  and  without  further 
remarks,  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  we  have  with  us  this  morning  Act- 
ing Mayor  M.  L.  McCarthy  of  this  city,  who  has  a  few  words  to  say. 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  Acting  Mayor  McCarthy.  [Applause.] 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

Assistant  Corporation  Counsel,  M.  L.  McCarthy :  Mr.  Com- 
mander, Sons  of  V eterans,  and  gentlemen :  In  the  absence  of  our 
worthy  mayor  and  the  acting  mayor  (I  am  flattered  when  I  am  called 
the  acting  mayor,  as,  gentlemen,  I  am  not)  it  devolves  upon  me  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  bidding  you  gentlemen  welcome  to  Syracuse. 

It  is  nearly  forty  years  ago  that  your  fathers,  when  treason  showed 
its  head,  for  the  purpose  of  upholding  that  starry  flag,  marched  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  braving  disease,  braving  the  bullets  of  the  foe,  and  for 
four  long  years  waged  battles  which  resulted  in  glorious  victory. 

The  men  of  that  generation  are  rapidly  passing  away.  While  we 
have  with  us  in  this  community,  aud  in  every  community  throughout 
the  laud,  many  of  those  who  are  still  active  in  business  and  profes- 
sional life,  still,  as  the  Decoration  Day  parade  passes  through  the 
streets  of  the  cities  and  villages  of  this  land,  the  looker-on  can  see  that 
the  steps  of  those  men  are  growing  more  feeble,  their  hair  is  tinged 
with  more  white  each  year,  and  in  a  few  more  years  there  will  be  but 
few  of  them  left.  It  is  meet  and  fitting  that  the  sons  of  those  heroic 
men,  who  fought  for  and  upheld  the  flag,  to  preserve  the  country, 
should  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  brave  deeds. 

As  I  understand  it,  gentlemen,  among  the  purposes  of  your  organ- 
ization is  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  those  brave  deeds,  and  to  teach 
patriotism  and  loyalty  to  the  flag  and  to  the  nation,  and  it  is  meet  and 
proper  that  it  should  be  done.  The  world  never  witnessed  such  a  war 
as  that  in  which  your  fathers  fought  and  won,  and  it  is  only  a  just 
tribute  to  them  that  you,  their  sous,  should  seek,  as  I  have  said,  should 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  those  glorious  deeds. 
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Gentlemen,  this  city  is  called  throughout  this  State  of  New  York 
the  Convention  City.  More  conventions  meet  in  this  city  probably 
than  in  any  city  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  it  is  always  a  source 
of  pride  and  pleasure  to  the  citizens  of  Syracuse  to  see  conventions 
gather,  and  it  is  particularly  pleasing  when  I  see  here  the  men  who 
have  gathered  together  in  this  convention.  When  I  see  men  here  from 
the  far  distant  West, —  men  who,  like  your  commander  and  others,  have 
attained  fame  and  prominence  in  their  States  and  in  their  professions, — 
when  I  see  them  journeying  here,  leaving  their  homes,  leaving  their 
business,  to  meet  with  you,  preside  over  your  deliberations,  and  give 
you  the  counsel  which  they  are  so  able  to  give,  it  is  no  common  organi- 
zation that  brings  together  such  men  as  that  from  distant  cities,  men  of 
their  caliber.  But,  gentlemen,  I  am  outrunning  my  time.  I  know  and 
feel  that  you  will  profit  by  this  gathering,  that  it  will  benefit  your  Order 
and  organization,  that  you  will  go  home  feeling  greater  love  for  the  old 
flag  [Applause],  that  you  will  go  home  strengthened. 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  you  are  now  seeking  to  establish  a  uni- 
versity where  these  things  are  to  be  taught,  and  where  your  children, 
and  children's  children  will  be  taught  love  and  loyalty  for  the  nation. 
[Applause.]  I  clo  not  know,  gentlemen,  who  conceived  the  idea  of  the 
organization  of  that  institution,  but  whoever  he  may  be,  whether  he 
may  be  the  highest  member  of  your  organization,  or  whether  he  may  be 
the  lowest,  he  is  entitled,  not  only  to  your  thanks,  but  to  the  thanks  of 
the  entire  country.  [Applause.] 

Gentlemen,  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Syracuse,  on  behalf  of  its 
citizens,  we  turn  over  the  city  to  you.  We  hope  you  will  have  a 
profitable,  as  I  know  you  will,  and  a  pleasant  time,  and  that  when  you 
gather  next  year,  in  whatever  city  you  select  as  the  gathering  place  for 
your  organization,  that  you  will  think  kindly  and  friendly  of  your  stay 
aud  entertainment  in  the  city  of  Syracuse.  Gentlemen,  Syracuse  bids 
you  welcome.     [Great  applause.] 

Commander-in-Chief :  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  personally,  and 
I  know  to  every  one  of  you,  that  we  have  with  us  our  distinguished 
friend  and  brother  from  Iowa,  Governor  Jackson,  who  will  now  respond 
to  this  kind  address  of  welcome.     [Great  applause  and  cheering.] 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

Gov.  Frank  D.  Jackson  of  Iowa:  It  is  my  pleasing  duty,  Mr. 
Mayor,  to  extend  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  citizens  of  this  beau- 
tiful city,  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  cordial  welcome.  This  duty  is 
doubly  pleasing  to  me,  when  I  take  into  account  the  fact  that  for  more 
than  thirty-five  years  I  have  been  a  resident  of  a  western  State,  and  now 
to  be  honored  by  our  Commander  with  the  pleasing  task  of  extending 
the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  this  grand  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans  to 
citizens  of  my  native  State.  How  well  do  I  remember  the  glorious 
boyhood  days  spent  here  on  the  banks  of  old  Cataraugus  Creek.  How 
well  do  I  remember  the  excitement  and  the  enthusiasm  which  followed 
the  firing  of  the  first  guns  of  Sumpter.  Some  of  you  sons  of  veterans 
here  this  morning  remember  also.    You  remember  the  burning  words 
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of  patriotism,  the  music  of  liberty ;  you  can  see  those  grand  war  meet- 
ings and  hear  the  bursts  of  enthusiasm,  as  young  men  crowded  down 
through  the  center  aisle,  up  to  the  front,  and  under  the  starry  flag 
signed  their  names  to  the  roll.  [Applause.]  These  scenes  many  of 
the  sons  of  veterans  here  today  remember.  You  can  remember  also 
how  a  few  days  later,  when  that  company  was  drawn  up  in  line  in  the 
public  square  to  be  mustered-in,  the  scenes  that  followed.  Why,  every- 
body was  there  for  twenty  miles  around.  The  old  fathers  and  mothers 
were  there,  the  brothers  and  sisters  and  sweethearts  were  all  there,  and 
tinally,  amid  the  prayers  and  the  tears  and  the  cheers,  that  company 
wheeled  into  line,  and  under  the  starry  flag  of  old  glory  they  marched 
away  to  battle  and  to  die  for  liberty.  [Applause.] 

And  then  came  four  long  years  of  waiting  and  watching,  and  hop- 
ing and  praying,  and  with  what  eagerness  did  they  get  hold  of  the  daily 
paper,  when  the  news  went  flashing  over  this  land  that  another  great 
battle  had  been  fought ;  with  what  eagerness  did  they  run  clown  the 
long  column  of  dead  and  wounded,  and  how  their  hearts  sank  when 
they  read  the  familiar  name  of  some  loved  one.  And  finally  what  joy 
filled  this  land  when  the  news  came  that  the  rebellion  was  crushed,  that 
the  flag  of  our  country  was  saved,  and  that  the  boys  were  coming  home 
again.  And  what  a  home-coming  that  was.  Why,  they  all  came  out 
again  for  twenty  miles  around,  everybody,  and  with  open  arms  to  wel- 
come the  boys  back.  And  here  they  came  marching  up  the  street, 
keeping  step  to  the  music  of  the  same  old  drum,  and  under  the  folds  of 
the  same  old  flag  —  no,  not  the  same  old  flag;  a  flag  now  redeemed, 
a  flag  now  that  floats  over,  and  forever  will  float  over  a  free  nation. 
[Great  applause.] 

These  scenes  are  familiar  to  a  large  number  of  our  older  members 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  And  then  there  were  others  who  were  born 
when  Grant  was  massing  the  Union  forces  around  Vicksburg;  born 
amid  the  thunder  and  the  roar,  the  shot  and  the  shell,  of  Gettysburg. 
Rocked  to  sleep  in  the  arms  of  patriotism.  The  first  sounds  that  broke 
the  stillness  of  their  young  lives  were  the  thunderous  echoes  of  the 
guns  of  Sumpter,  mingled  with  that  grand  and  mighty  chorus, 

"  We  are  coming,  Father  Abraham, 
Three  hundred  thousand  strong." 

[Applause.]  They  opened  their  eyes  for  the  first  time  to  see  long  col- 
umns of  boys  in  blue  go  marching  by  under  the  folds  of  Old  Glory, 
marching  on,  on  to  join  the  bravest  army  that  ever  trod  the  face  of 
earth.  [Applause.]  They  heard  the  tramp  of  Sherman's  mighty 
army  as  it  swept,  like  old  ocean's  wave,  from  the  river  to  the  sea.  They 
heard  the  thundering  of  the  guns  of  Farragut  away  down  in  Mobile. 
They  heard  the  sweet  songs  of  liberty  from  the  lips  of  half  a  million 
loyal  mothers.  They  heard  the  final  shout  which  went  up,  proclaiming- 
victory  to  a  nation  of  States,  one  and  inseparable.  [Applause.] 

Mr.  Commander,  it  is  scenes  snch  as  these  that  has  burned  the 
principles  of  patriotism  and  loyalty  deep  into  the  very  souls  of  the 
young  sons  of  veterans  who  went  through  scenes  such  as  this. 
[Applause.] 
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Mr.  Mayor,  in  the  name  of  this  grand  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans, 
I  again  have  the  pleasure  of  extending  to  you  and  through  you  to  the 
citizens  of  this  beautiful  city,  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  appreciation 
for  the  enthusiastic  and  cordial  welcome  which  you  have  extended  to 
us  here  today.     [Great  applause.] 


ENCAMPMENT  CALLED  TO  ORDER. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  We  will  proceed  with  the  opening. 
The  officers  and  members  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment  "will 
now  come  to  order.  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  officers. 


ROLL  CALL  OF  OFFICERS 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  officers  and  the  following 
officers  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  answered  to  their  names  :  — 

Commander-in-Chief,  A.  W.  Jones,  Youngstown,  0. 

Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  A  L  Sortor,  Jr.,  Mason  City,  la. 

Conncil-in-Cbief    G.  B.  Abbott,  Chicago,  111.;  W.  J.  Patton,  Wauwatosa, 

Wis. ;  George  Addington,  Albany,  N.Y. 
Adjutant-General,  W.  E.  Baldwin,  Youngstown,  0 
Quartermaster-General,  Frecl  E.  Bolton,  Boston,  Mass. 
Judge  Advocate-General,  F.  T.  F.  Jobnson,  Washington,  D.C. 
Surgeon-General,  C.  W.  Staples,  Lynclonville,  Vt. 
Chaplain-in-Cbief,  Rev.  Jobn  E  Zeiter,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.Y. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ACTING  JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDER  AND 
ACTING  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  discover  that  the  Junior  Vice- 
Commander  is  absent,  and  I  will  appoint  as  temporary  Junior  Vice- 
Commander,  Commander  W.  R.  Blake  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
Inspector-General  is  also  absent,  and  in  his  place  I  will  appoint  Brother 
J.  Frank  Durston  of  this  city,  who  will  act  as  Inspector-General  during 
this  Encampment. 

Inspector-General,  you  will  examine  those  present  to  see  that  they 
are  in  possession  of  our  semi-annual  password  and  countersign.  The 
Surgeon-General  will  assist.  Perhaps  it  is  just  and  proper  that  I  say 
it  this  time,  that  we  shall  immediately  go  into  secret  session,  and  any 
one  not  entitled  to  remain  will  now  have  an  opportunity  to  withdraw. 
If  there  are  any  old  soldiers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Army,  any 
that  served  in  the  army  or  in  the  marine  service  during  the  war,  they 
are  entitled  to  remain. 

The  Inspector-General :  Commander-in-Chief,  on  due  inspection, 
I  find  all  present  entitled  to  remain. 

Whereupon  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Eucampment  of  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, U.S.A.,  was  opened  in  due  form. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  We  will  proceed  to  the  regular  order 
of  business.  The  first  thing  in  order  is  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  and  this  will  be  the  committee  :  — 

Adjutant-General  W  E.  Baldwin  of  Ohio,  Chairman. 

Past  Commander  A.  T.  Wilson  of  Iowa. 

Past  Commander  Frank  Martin  of  Indiana. 

Past  Commander  H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania. 

Past  Commander  Arthur  B.  Spink  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  members  of  the  committee  will  proceed  to  their  work. 
By  general  consent  a  recess  of  a  few  minutes  was  taken  to  allow 
the  Committee  on  Credentials  time  in  which  to  prepare  their  report. 

/  11  o'clock  A.M. 

AN  HISTORIC  GAVEL. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  am  handed  this  gavel  for  use  during 
this  Encampment.  It  was  made  from  the  floor  of  the  house  belonging 
to  that  grandest  and  greatest  of  men,  Abraham  Lincoln,  at  Springfield, 
111.    Accompanying  it  is  the  following  certificate  :  — 

Springfield,  III  ,  July  30,  1900. 

To  Whom  it  may  Concern  : 

This  is  to  certify  that  this  gavel  was  made  from  oak  flooring  taken  from 
Mr  Lincoln's  old  home,  corner  of  8th  and  Jackson  Sts.,  this  city,  during 
repairs  authorized  by  the  Forty-first  General  Assembly  of  the  Legislature  of 
Illinois. 

The  walnut  is  from  the  stair  rail  of  the  Old  State  House,  now  the 
Sangamon  County  Court  House,  and  the  handle  is  made  of  lath  taken  from  the 
old  home. 

(Signed)       VV.  H.  DUFFIELD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  July,  A.D.  nineteen 
hundred 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  place  my  hand  and  affix  the  seal  of  my 
office. 

(seal)  '        W.  H.  MILLER,  N.P. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Is  the  Committee  on  Credentials  ready 
to  report? 

G-.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  At  its  request,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
committee,  I  present  this  report. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS.  x 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  : 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
beg  leave  to  submit  a  preliminary  report  of  the  members  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Vet- 


8 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


erans,  U.S.A.,  showing  all  Divisions  entitled  to  representation,  except 
the  Divisions  of  the  G-ulf,  Oregon  and  Washington,  which  have  not  paid 
per  capita  tax. 

W.  E.  BALDWIN, 
A.  T.  WILSON, 
FRANK  MARTIN, 
H.  H.  HAMMER, 
ARTHUR  B.  SPINK, 

Credential  Committee. 

H.  H.  Hammer  of  Pennsylvania:  For  the  purpose  of  saving  time 
and  avoiding  another  roll  call,  I  would  suggest,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  as  these  names  are  read  let  it  be  considered  as  a 
roll  call,  and  all  brothers  present  answer  to  their  names;  we  can  then 
credit  them  as  being  present,  and  in  that  way  the  reading  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  will  serve  .as  the  first  roll  call. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Suppose  we  do  that  upon  the  call  and 
understand  that  as  submitting  the  names. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Adjutant-General  will  read  the 
names. 

(Roll  Call  No.  1.) 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  You  have  heard  the  reading  of  the 
report.  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Credentials. 

The  Chair  put  the  motion  and  it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  next  thing  in  order  will  be  the 
appointment  of  the  committees,  which  are  as  follows  :  — 

On  Ritual. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  J.  L.  Rake  of  Pennsylvania,  Chairman. 
Commander  C.  M  Rawitzer  of  Minnesota. 
Commander  Charles  C.  Stnll  of  Nebraska. 
Delegate  William  L.  Barnnm  of  California. 
Commander  J.  W.  T.  Ames  of  Wisconsin. 

On  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Judge  Advocate-General  F.  T.  F.  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Chairman. 
Past  Commander  George  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey. 
Commander  Wm.  E.  Hull  of  Illinois. 
Past  Commauder  Z.  C.  Green  of  South  Dakota. 

On  Resolutions. 

Delegate  Frank  D.  Jackson  of  Iowa,  Chairman. 
Past  Commander  James  B  Adams  of  New  Jersey. 
Commander  Fred  E.  Warner  of  Massachusetts. 
E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York 
Commander  F.  E.  Munger  of  Michigan. 
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On  Officers'  Reports. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Joseph  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts,  Chairman 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Bartow  S.  Weeks  of  New  York. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  William  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling  of  Massachusetts. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Frank  L  Shepard  of  Illinois. 

Committee  on  Press. 

Past  Commander  William  G.  Dustin  of  Illinois,  Chairman. 
Past  Commander  Dan  S.  Gardner  of  Ohio. 
Past  Commander  T.  A.  Barton  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  next  in  order  is  the  reports  of  officers. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  Sortor 
will  take  the  chair. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander  assumed  command. 
Commander-in-Chief  Jones  read  his  report  as  follows  :  — 

REPORT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment  oj 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Brothers :  One  year  ago,  at  the  Detroit  Encampment,  you  kindly 
and  unanimously  elected  me  as  your  Chief  Officer  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  with  a  confidence  scarcely  warranted  entrusted  me  with  the  dis- 
charge of  the  important  duties  connected  therewith. 

With  a  deep  sense  of  the  honor  conferred,  and  the  responsibilities 
assumed,  it  was  with  many  doubts  that  I  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  burdens  so  generously  reposed.  Had  I  then,  as  now,  compre- 
hended the  very  grave  responsibilities,  and  the  many  vexatious  and 
perplexing  questions  to  arise,  I  might  well  have  hesitated  at  the 
threshold. 

But  I  am  here  in  this  beautiful  city  of  Syracuse,  in  the  Nineteenth 
Encampment  assembled,  to  make  report  of  my  stewardship  ;  and  you 
are  to  determine  the  propriety  of  the  work  performed.  My  first  duty 
upon  assuming  command  was  the  appointment  of  my  Official  Staff,  a 
portion  of  which  was  my  own  personal  choice,  but  the  major  part  was 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  brothers  of  the  Order ;  but  with  one 
year's  experience  it  is  duty,  and  not  flattery,  to  say,  that  in  the 
appointments  thus  made  no  mistake  occurred  ;  for  a  more  able,  effective 
and  patriotic  staff  could  not  have  been  found.  To  mention  one  would 
be  an  injustice  to  others.  Beside  these  of  my  regular  staff  I  have  had 
during  the  year  the  wise  and  conservative  counsels  of  that  walking- 
encyclopedia  of  fraternal  knowledge,  Gen.  George  B.  Abbott,  who  has 
assisted  Adjutant-General  Baldwin.  In  addition  to  these  it  is  but  fair 
that  1  should  say  that  the  Senior  and  Junior  Vice-Commanders  have  at 
all  times  been  active  in  the  service  of  the  Order. 

But  for  the  kindly  co-operation  of  all  these  efficient  aids,  I  feel 
sure  that  my  administration  must  have  resulted  in  absolute  failure. 
But  such  as  it  is  I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration. 
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REPORTS. 

The  Adjutant-General,  Quartermaster-General  and  other  officers 
will  submit  their  reports,  and  to  which  I  ask  your  attention. 

COURT-MARTIAL. 

But  one  court-martial  has  been  held  during  the  year,  and  to  my 
mind  this  speaks  volumes  for  the  loyalty  of  the  membership  to  the 
Order. 

THE  MILITARY  COLLEGE. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the 
work  and  report  of  the  Military  College  Committee. 

This  committee  has  clone  a  great  work,  and  has  seemingly  imbued 
every  one  with  its  own  enthusiasm.  From  the  present  outlook  the 
enterprise  is  an  assured  success,  and  I  trust  it  may  be,  as  it  will  do 
great  good,  not  only  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Order,  but  to  the  public 
at  large.    For  it  I  bespeak  your  most  favorable  action. 


FINAL   SETTLEMENT  WITH   MRS.  A.  P.  DAVIS. 

My  predecessor,  General  Shepard,  after  much  labor  and  negotia- 
tion, effected  a  contract  fair  to  both  parties,  with  Mrs.  A.  P.  Davis, 
relative  to  the  turning  over  to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  certain 
materials  and  the  dies  used  in  the  construction  of  our  decorations. 
This  contract,  executory  in  its  character,  was  approved  by  the  Detroit 
Encampment,  and  I  was  directed  to  carry  the  contract  into  execution. 
In  accordance  with  those  instructions  the  contract  has  been  fully  per- 
formed, the  property  and  dies  turned  over  to  General  Bolton,  as  the 
property  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  and  it  has  been  fully  paid  for 
and  the  transaction  closed. 

RECOGNITION  BUTTON. 

By  act  of  the  Detroit  Encampment  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General  were  constituted  a  com- 
mittee to  design  and  supply  a  new  buttonhole  decoration  for  the  Order, 
more  expressive  and  symbolical  than  those  now  in  use.  This  legisla- 
tion was  adopted  by  the  Encampment  without  discussion,  and  appar- 
ently unnoticed  by  many  of  the  delegates.  The  committee,  after  some 
conferences,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  too  important  a  matter 
upon  which  to  take  hasty  action.  The  committee  was  agreed  that  there 
should  be  but  one  device  in  use,  and  that  the  device  should  be  more 
symbolic  thau  auy  of  those  in  present  use.  However,  it  recognized  the 
fact  that  many  thousands  of  the  bronze  button  were  in  use  throughout 
the  Order,  and  that  it  had  cheapness  and  durability  as  factors  in  its 
favor,  and  the  committee  hesitated  to  act.  It  was  therefore  agreed 
that  the  matter  should  be  again  referred  to  this  Encampment,  that 
fuller  discussion  might  be  brought  out,  to  the  end  that  a  future  com- 
mittee might  be  able  to  act  more  advisedly,  and  the  Quartermaster- 
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General  was  requested  to  present  designs,  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
manufacture,  for  the  consideration  of  this  Encampment. 

WAR-SERVICE  CROSS. 

By  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief was  authorized  to  have  prepared  a  medal  of  honor,  to 
be  placed  upon  the  price  list  of  supplies,  and  furnished  by  the  Divi- 
sions to  those  members  of  our  Order  who  served  in  the  U.S.  army  or 
navy  in  the  late  Spanish  war.  It  was  believed  that  such  a  medal  if 
manufactured  from  a  captured  Spanish  cannon  would  greatly  enhance 
its  value  as  a  memento  or  trophy  to  those  entitled  to  wear  it.  An 
effort  was  made  by  my  predecessor  to  obtain  a  cannon  from  the  U.S. 
Government  for  this  purpose,  which  effort,  although  vigorously  prose- 
cuted, was  not  crowned  with  success.  The  matter  was  again  passed 
upon  by  the  last  Encampment.  Upon  assuming  command  I  imme- 
diately set  about  to  procure  this  cannon,  which  could  only  be  obtained 
by  Act  of  Congress.  We  were  fortunate  in  getting  our  Judge  Advo- 
cate-General, Brother  Johnson  of  Washington,  D.C.,  interested  in 
securing  this  trophy.  Only  one  who  has  endeavored  to  get  a  special 
act  passed  by  Congress  can  appreciate  or  understand  the  persistent 
work  necessary  and  the  many  disappointments  which  beset  one  in  such 
an  undertaking.  Brother  Johnson  encountered  all  of  these,  but  had 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  one  of  the  last  acts  of  the  recent  ses- 
sion of  Congress  was  the  granting  of  this  request,  and  to  him  the  Order 
is  specially  indebted.  The  cannon  was  shipped  to  Quartermaster- 
General  Bolton  and  a  design  was  adopted,  after  many  conferences, 
and  the  cross  is  now  ready  for  distribution. 

By  instructions  from  the  last  Encampment  the  manner  of  supply- 
ing this  decoration  was  left  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Adjutant- 
General  and  the  Quartermaster-General.  Those  who  have  read  Section 
7  of  General  Orders  No.  2,  will  note  that  we  have  endeavored  to  place 
a  safeguard  against  any  one  procuring  this  cross  who  is  not  entitled  to 
it.  Ample  proof  of  honorable  service  is  required.  A  certificate 
signed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  to  be  issued  with  cross.  The 
crosses  are  drawn  from  the  Quartermaster-General,  by  either  Camps 
or  members,  through  the  Division  Headquarters,  upon  the  applicant 
furnishing  satisfactory  evidence  of  honorable  service  and  good  standing 
in  the  Order,  and  the  payment  of  one  dollar,  which  latter  will  just 
about  pay  the  cost  of  manufacturing  the  decoration,  providing  the  cer- 
tificate and  forwardiug  the  same  to  the  recipient.  That  veterans  of 
the  Spauish-Americau  war  who  shall  hereafter  become  members  of  our 
Order  may  not  be  overlooked,  it  is  provided  that  they  are  also  eligible 
to  receive  this  War-Service  Cross. 

DECISIONS. 

Sixteen  decisions  have  been  rendered  during  the  year.  In  refer- 
ence to  fourteen  of  them  I  took  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  each  instance  his  opinion  coincided  with 
my  own,  and  formed  the  basis  of  the  decision.  These  are  returned 
as  accompanying  documents  to  the  report,  for  your  consideration. 
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BROTHER  MORAN'S  CASE. 

Another  matter,  which  I  have  determined  after  much  perplexing 
consideration,  I  also  report  for  yoar  approval  or  rejection. 

(Section  7,  Article  VII.,  page  61,  of  General  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations.) 

In  the  installation  ceremony  (p.  47,  Ritual),  the  installing  officer 
declares  the  officers  "  legally  elected  and  installed  and  qualified  to 
enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their  several  duties  for  the  term,  or  until 
their  successors  are  elected,  qualified  and  installed."  And  thereupon 
the  Commander  is  directed  to  assume  command,  and  he  thereupon 
gives  one  rap,  seating  the  Encampment. 

This  installation  ceremony,  taken  in  connection  with  Section  7  of 
Article  VII.,  of  the  G-eneral  Rules  and  Regulations,  which  provides 
that,  "  the  Commander  of  a  Division  shall  within  thirty  days  of  his 
installation  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $2,000,"  is  a  little  difficult  of 
comprehension. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  Section  7  does  not  specify  what  the 
conditions  of  the  bond  shall  be  :  whether  it  is  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  duty,  or  that  he  will  not  whip  his  wife ;  but  fortunately  this  trouble 
has  been  substantially  corrected  by  the  adoption  of  a  form  of  bond  by 
the  Commandery-iu-Chief . 

The  question  which  I  desire  to  present  is  the  effect  of  a  failure  to 
give  bond  within  the  thirty  clays.  Is  the  giving  of  bond  a  necessary 
qualification,  or  is  it  a  mere  duty,  which  may  be  performed  or  omitted 
at  pleasure,  or  does  the  failure  to  give  bond  create  a  vacancy? 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  talk  in  parables  about  this  matter,  because 
you  will  all  understand  that  I  am  calling  attention  to  my  action  in  the 
case  of  Brother  Morau  of  New  York,  and  therefore  a  plain'  statement 
of  the  case  is  proper. 

Bro.  Chas.  E.  Moran  was  elected  and  installed  as  Division  Com- 
mander of  the  Division  of  New  York,  on  June  28,  1900,  and  upon 
such  action  he  assumed  command,  and  appointed  his  staff.  When  this 
action  was  taken  no  bond  had  been  given;  but  on  July  30,  1900, 
thirty-two  days  subsequent  to  his  installation,  a  bond  in  form  was  pre- 
sented to  me  for  acceptance.  In  connection  with  this  it  is  proper  that 
I  suggest  that  it  is  provided  by  the  By-Laws  of  the  New  York  Division, 
duly  approved  :  that  the  Commander  shall  not  receive  any  sum  of  money 
until  he  has  given  bond  which  has  been  duly  approved. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  was  "  confronted  with  a  condition 
and  not  a  theory,"  and  one  which  had  to  be  met  and  disposed  of.  By 
the  express  terms  of  the  section,  Brother  Moran  was  required  to  give 
a  bond  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  trust,  for  approval,  within  thirty 
days.  Your  Rules  were  my  law,  and  by  it  I  was  compelled  to  act. 
You  will  notice  that  no  discretion  is  vested  in  any  one  to  give,  accept 
or  approve  of  any  bond  after  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days,  as  the 
provision  is  mandatory  in  its  terms.  To  have  attempted  to  receive 
the  bond  officially  after  the  expiration  of  the  limit,  was  to  disregard 
the  positive  and  mandatory  injunction  of  the  law,  made  to  goveru  my 
action.    Whether  or  not  a  bond  thus  approved  in  defiance  of  the  law 
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would  be  valid  or  void,  is  a  question  doubtful  in  law,  and  its  decision 
so  uncertain  by  the  courts,  that  I  had  no  right  to  take  such  chances 
for  the  New  York  Division,  even  had  I  been  willing  to  forget  my  own 
oath  and  bond,  for  a  faithful  performance  of  duty. 

The  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations  are  in  fact  the  organic 
law  of  the  Order,  and  to  which  all  else  must  bend,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  in  the  adoption  of  the  installation  ceremooy  there  was  no  intention 
to  repeal  or  render  negatory  the  fundamental  laws. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  felt  compelled  to  hold  that  the  giving 
of  bond  and  the  approval  was  a  necessary  part  of  the  qualification  of 
the  officer.  As  much  so  as  when  a  civil  officer  is  required  to  give  bond 
and  take  an  oath  of  office.  Both  are  requisite,  and  part  of  the 
qualification. 

If  I  took  the  other  view,  to  wit,  that  a  Division  Commander  is 
fully  qualified  when  elected  and  instaHed,  it  leads  directly  to  the  result, 
that  it  becomes  entirely  optional  with  him  whether  or  not  he  gives 
any  bond.  My  view  is  confirmed  by  the  By-Laws  of  the  Division, 
which  prevents  his  reception  of  funds,  until  bond  is  given ;  and  surely 
he  could  not  well  act  without  the  power  to  receive  dues  and  revenues. 

Holding  as  I  did  that  the  giving  of  bond  was  a  necessary  qualifi- 
cation for  the  position  of  Division  Commander,  the  conclusion  is  plain 
and  easily  reached.  Col.  Ralph  Sheldon  had,  at  the  previous  Encamp- 
ment, been  duly  elected,  qualified  and  installed,  to  serve  until  his  suc- 
cessor was  regularly  elected,  qualified  and  installed,  and  that  event  not 
having  happened,  I  held  that  he  still  remained  Division  Commander, 
until  the  vacancy  was  filled.  By  special  order  I  directed  him  to  con- 
vene the  Division  Council  for  the  election  of  his  successor. 

The  Council  met  on  August  6,  and  re-elected  Brother  Moran,  who 
has  since  given  bond  which  has  been  approved,  and  he  has  regularly 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

So  far  as  this  particular  case  is  concerned,  it  is  now  a  question  of 
no  moment,  but  in  view  of  the  doubtful  construction  to  be  given  to  this 
section,  when  read  in  connection  with  the  installation  ceremony,  I  trust 
that  either  my  holding  will  be  approved  or  another  construction  given, 
which  will  in  future  be  a  guide  for  official  action,  as  the  like  may  often 
occur. 

RITUAL. 

It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  our  membership  has  not  increased  for 
many  years  as  it  ought  to  have  done.  Many  remedies  have  been  pro- 
posed, but  none  seem  to  reach  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  change  of  treatment  which  I  shall  propose  may  fail  to  produce 
convalescence  and  health,  but  my  experience  with  the  doctors  leads  me 
to  believe  that  they  are  all  more  or  less  experimenters,  and  when  catnip 
tea  fails,  as  a  final  resort,  they  all  go  back  to  calomel. 

The  objects  of  our  Order  are  well  known  and  understood.  Chief 
among  these  are  :  First,  To  keep  green  the  memories  of  the  fathers, 
and  their  sacrifices  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union ;  to  aid  the 
G.A.R. ,  and  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  marines,  their 
widows  and  orphans,  and  to  perpetuate  the  observance  of  Memorial 
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and  Union  Defenders  Day.  Second,  To  aid  and  assist  worthy  and 
needy  members  of  our  own  Order ;  and  Third,  To  inculcate  patriotism, 
and  love  of  country  among  all  people  of  our  land,  and  to  sustain  the 
doctrine  of  equal  rights,  universal  liberty  and  justice  to  all. 

Certainly  no  more  worthy  objects  could  be  named,  and,  from 
somewhat  extended  acquaintance  with  members  of  the  Order,  I  am 
ready  to  affirm  that  these  objects  are  uppermost  in  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  all  our  brethren ;  and  each  and  all  are  desirous  of  making  these 
desires  universal. 

The  great  question  is  how  shall  these  general  objects  be  accom- 
plished ?  If  every  eligible  son  of  a  patriot  father  was  a  member  of 
our  Order,  and  schooled  in  its  principles,  it  would  greatly  widen  our 
influence,  and  thus  increase  our  power.  To  do  this,  many  means  have 
already  been  used,  with  more  or  less  effect,  and  I  have  another  to  sug- 
gest, and  if  it  meets  with  your  approval  I  would  gladly  see  it  adopted 
and  tried. 

As  I  have  already  said,  no  association  has  higher  or  grander  prin- 
ciples than  ours ;  none  more  patriotic  or  loyal,  and  none  more  worthy 
to  become  universal,  and  no  brotherhood  more  firmly  believes  in  them. 
But  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  our  predecessors,  in  the  preparation 
of  our  ritual,  have  forgotten  that  we  are  boys,  and  while  intensely 
loyal  and  patriotic,  still,  in  the  language  of  the  inspired  penman,  we 
"  cannot  live  by  bread  alone."  We  want  something  that  will  make 
our  meetings  more  attractive ;  something  that  will  increase  the  induce- 
ment of  our  membership  to  rally  round  and  hunt  up  their  eligible 
friends  and  bring  them  into  the  Camp,  and  the  practical  question  is, 
how  and  by  what  means  are  these  results  to  be  worked  out?  Many  of 
us  are,  in  the  language  of  the  street,  "  jiners,"  and  belong  to  many 
different  societies,  and  by  practical  experience  we  know  that  those 
which  have  the  most  amusement  in  them  are  most  successful  in  num- 
bers. With  something  of  this  kind  in  view,  I  have  tbis  year  appointed 
a  very  able  committee  upon  ritual,  and  one  with  wide  experience,  fully 
competent  to  deal  with  this  question,  and  to  them  and  to  you  I  suggest 
the  propriety  of  adding  some  features  in  the  line  suggested.  Not  that 
I  would  abate  one  jot  or  tittle  from  our  present  grand  principles  or 
objects,  but  solely  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  and  universally 
disseminating  them. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  in  reference  to  what  this  addition 
should  be,  or  how  it  should  be  carried  out,  but  submit  all  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  members  of  the  committee,  knowing  that  with  their  wide 
experience,  intimate  knowledge  and  love  of  the  Order,  its  principles 
and  obiects,  that  their  determination  will  be  right. 

CONSTITUTION,   RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

One  year's  experience  has  taught  me  that  the  framers  of  the  C, 
R.  &  R.  did  a  great  work,  and  with  wonderful  forethought  for  the 
future,  and  are  therein  entitled  to  the  sincere  thanks  of  all  for  their 
labors  ;  but,  like  all  else  human,  some  slight  errors,  or  omissions,  are 
found  in  its  use.  There  are  a  few  matters  connected  with  this  to  which 
I  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee  and  the  Encampment. 
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Section  1  of  Article  I.  of  the  Division  Constitution  provides, 
that  when  five  Camps  exist  in  any  State  or  Territory,  the  same  may  be 
organized  as  a  Division,  and  whenever  less  than  five  Camps  exist  thev 
may  be  attached  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  some  organized  Division. 

The  word  "  may  "  in  the  last  provision  I  construe  to  mean  "  must " 
or  "  shall,"  or  at  least  it  has  that  effect,  because  there  is  no  other 
provision  for  such  a  condition. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn  this  has  never  worked  satisfactorily,  because 
the  Provisional  Division  is  attached  to  a  headquarters  far  away,  and 
with  whom  they  are  unacquainted. 

In  my  judgment,  if  in  such  case  the  Commander-in-Chief  had 
some  discretion,  and  was  authorized  either  to  attach  or  appoint  a  Pro- 
visional Commander,  who  was  interested  in  the  Division  and  acquainted 
with  its  members,  I  think,  from  some  experience  which  I  have  had  in 
the  last  year,  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Order. 

GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

This  association,  formed  by  our  fathers  and  their  comrades,  is  one 
in  which  we  have  a  deep  and  abiding  interest.  Its  history  is  part  of 
our  family  record,  and  sacred  to  us.  But  those  who  were  "  boys  "  a 
third  of  a  century  ago  have  become  men ;  many  have  passed  beyond 
the  allotted  "  three  score  and  ten,"  many  have  passed  to  the  great 
unknown,  and  within  a  few  short  years  the  last  of  these  grand  and 
loyal  men  will  bivouac  upon  the  other  shore. 

In  our  veins  runs  the  blood  of  these  men,  and  if  their  Order  is 
perpetuated,  their  record  and  history  preserved  and  transmitted  to  suc- 
ceeding generations,  it  must  be  by  and  through  us.  Should  we  fail  to 
attempt  this  duty  it  would  bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  our  own  pos- 
terity, and  I  fear  they  would  rise  up  and  coDdemn  us.  Every  consid- 
eration of  love,  consanguinity  and  honor,  demand  that  we  make  the 
effort  to  perpetuate  that  Order,  and  to  preserve  and  transmit  to  future 
generations  a  knowledge  of  the  sacrifices  and  hazards  endured  by  our 
fathers  that  they,  might  transmit  to  posterity,  undivided,  this  great  and 
free  republic. 

Believing  that  I  truly  represented  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  our 
Order,  early  in  my  term  I  addressed  to  General  Shaw,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  a  letter,  suggesting  that  as 
we  were  the  male  descendants  of  the  great  Order  which  he  represented, 
we  had  an  interest  in  its  history  and  welfare,  and  that  in  a  manner 
honorable  alike  to  both,  it  was  hoped  that  closer  relations  might  be 
brought  about  between  the  two  organizations. 

No  basis,  or  plan  of  closer  relations,  was  suggested  in  my  letter, 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  thought  that  largely  such  matters  should  come 
from  the  G.A.R  ,  or  at  least  be  the  subject  of  future  negotiations.  In 
a  kind  and  fatherly  way  General  Shaw  answered  my  letter,  informing 
me  that  his  Council  of  Administration  would  meet  in  Chicago  on  Dec. 
6,  1899,  and  inviting  the  presence  of  a  committee  of  our  Order  to 
appear  there  and  present  that  matter  to  them.  Calling  to  my  aid  Past 
Commanders-in-Chief  Sheppard,  Bundy  and  Abbott  and  Past  Colonels 
Dustin  and  Church,  we  appeared  before  the  council  and  were  kindly 
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received,  and  an  hour  was  spent  in  interchange  of  views.  The  result 
of  this  was  a  reference  of  the  matter  to  a  special  committee,  of  which 
Bro.  W.  H.  Armstrong  was  chairman,  to  make  a  report,  and  at  the 
last  Encampment  of  the  G.A.R.,  held  in  Chicago  on  August  28,  29 
and  30,  the  committee  reported,  recommending  closer  relations  with 
our  Order. 

In  the  general  report  of  Commander-in-Chief  Shaw,  he  made  the 
following  kindly  mention  and  report  respecting  it,  to  wit :  — 

"  The  nearest  approach  to  privileged  sons  of  our  soil  is  fouud  in 
the  Sons  of  Veterans.  To  be  the  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  veteran  of 
the  Union  army  is  indeed  a  proud  distinction,  and  the  deep  and  abid- 
ing interest  which  stirs  the  heart  of  every  veteran  in  behalf  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans  is  evidence  of  regard  and  affection  of  a  commanding  char- 
acter. As  to  how  the  Grand  Army  can  best  aid  in  the  development 
and  strength  of  this  organization  is  a  perplexing  question.  Naturally 
so  long  as  the  Grand  Army  exists,  it  will  hold  first  place  in  the  hearts 
of  our  countrymen.  The  Sons  of  Veterans,  with  all  their  claims  to 
public  regard,  will  have  to  occupy  a  secondary  position  until  the  vet- 
erans of  the  60's  have  passed  away.  The  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  to  consider  the 
question  of  what  the  Grand  Army  could  do  to  favor  the  Sous  of  Vet- 
erans, is  a  well  thought  out  review  of  the  situation,  and  has  the  full 
concurrence  of  your  Commander-in-Chief.  A  special  report  of  this 
subject  will  be  made  by  Comrade  W.  H.  Armstrong,  chairman  of  a 
committee  appointed  on  Dec.  6,  1899,  at  Chicago,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Administration.  At  that  time 
Commander-in-Chief  Jones,  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  appeared  before 
this  Executive  Committee,  in  company  with  two  other  members  of  his 
Order,  and  a  full  conference  was  held,  resultiug  in  the  appointment  of 
the  above  committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  questions  at  issue. 
The  whole  matter  is  submitted  for  action  of  this  Encampment  with  the 
assurance  that  the  subject  is  one  very  near  the  hearts  of  our  comrades, 
and  that  all  the  encouragement  possible  at  our  hands  is  due  to  '  our 
boys.'  A  copy  of  the  report  to  the  Department  of  Massachusetts 
accompanies  my  annual  report.  Your  Commander-in-Chief  suggests 
the  appointment  of  a  strong  committee  by  this  Encampment  to  specially 
consider  this  important  matter  and  report  to  the  next  national  meeting 
of  our  Order." 

In  company  with  the  committee  before  appointed,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  Senior  Vice-Commander  Sortor,  Past  Surgeon-in-Chief  Mc- 
Dowell, and  Colonels  Courtney  and  Hull,  I  attended  the  National 
Encampment,  in  the  hope  of  securing  a  favorable  response  to  our 
request.  We  were  agreeably  surprised  to  learn  that  not  only  were  the 
reports  both  agreed  to,  but  both  were  agreed  to  unanimously. 

In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  Commander-in-Chief 
Shaw,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  confer  with  a  like  com- 
mittee from  this  body,  regarding  future  and  closer  relationship,  and 
I  therefore  recommend  to  this  Encampment  the  appointment  of  a  like 
committee  of  conference.  And  permit  me  now  to  express  the  hope  that 
these  two  committees  shall  be  able  to  agree  upon  a  plan  of  close  fra- 
ternal relations,  honorable  alike  to  the  G.A.R.  and  S.  of  V.,  and  that 
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they  will  report  the  same  for  adoption  to  the  next  National  Encampment. 
To  my  successor  I  transmit  the  final  solution  and  negotiations  for  the 
carrying  out  of  this  important  action  on  the  part  of  our  fraternity. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  with  reference  to  this  matter  are 
filed  with  the  report. 

woman's  relief  corps. 
I  am  pleased  to  note  the  lively  interest  this  noble  band  of  loyal 
women  is  now  taking  in  our  welfare.  We  have  received  many  marks  of 
courtesy  from  them  during  the  past  year,  and  they  also  have  taken  a 
lively  and  practical  interest  in  encouraging  us  in  the  establishment  of 
our  college  and  the  organization  of  Camps. 

THE  LADIES'  AID  SOCIETY. 

Our  Auxiliary,  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  has  been  as  devoted  to 
our  interest  during  the  past  year  as  a  loviug  sister.  The  Camps 
appealing  to  the  Aids  for  assistance  have  not  appealed  in  vain,  and 
the  idea  of  our  Military  College  has  aroused  quite  as  much  enthusiasm 
with  our  girls  as  it  has  with  our  members. 

Let  us  encourage  these  earnest  sisters  of  ours  in  every  way  we 
can,  believing  they  will  ever  respond  to  the  calls  we  may  make  upon 
them  in  furthering  our  work. 

OUR  OFFICIAL  ORGAN. 

"  The  Banner"  has  been  subscribed  for  by  several  Divisions  for 
the  benefit  of  their  members,  and  the  results  apparently  have  justified 
the  expenditure,  for  renewed  life  and  gain  in  membership  is  noted  in 
every  Division  which  has  adopted  this  pla.n  of  awakening  an  interest 
among  the  members.  An  Order  of  our  size  surely  requires  the  bene- 
fits of  a  newspaper  devoted  to  its  interests. 

DUTIES   AMD  RESPONSIBILITIES. 

Vast  duties  and  responsibilities  are  upon  the  members  of  this 
Order,  and  they  are  increasing  as  the  years  roll  by.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  a  million  strong  and  fresh  from 
the  fields  of  their  triumphs,  had  little  need  of  assistance,  either  per- 
sonally or  politically.  They  had  the  influence  and  power  to  sway  Con- 
gress and  the  nation.  Their  desires  became  law,  and  their  will  a  rule 
of  action ;  but  one  by  one,  in  quick  succession,  for  more  than  a  third 
of  a  century,  they  have  been  bivouacking  on  the  other  shore ;  the  lines 
are  badly  broken,  and  of  those  that  are  left  man}7  have  reached  beyond 
the  allotted  span,  and  many  are  enfeebled  by  disease,  comparatively 
few  remaining  who  have  the  strength  to  fight  life's  battles  unaided. 

Already  it  has  been  substantially  determined  that  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  will  never  again  undertake  to  make  another  public 
parade.  Chicago  is  probably  its  last.  Soon  their  political,  like  their 
physical  power,  will  become  so  enfeebled  that  the  mere  politician  will 
have  little  respect  for  them  or  their  demands.  As  their  power  wanes, 
so  your  duties  and  responsibilities  grow,  and  become  imperative.  You 
stood  by  the  altar  and  registered  an  oath  of  fealty  to  the  memory  of  a 
loyal  and  patriotic  father  and  his  comrades;  you  promised  you  would, 
to  the  extent  of  your  ability,  keep  green  his  and  their  memory,  and 
that  you,  by  all  honorable  means  in  your  power,  would  aid,  defend 
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and  protect  them.  If  you  violate  that  oath,  or  fail  to  perform  to  the 
full  measure  of  your  ability,  you  are  unworthy  to  be  called  the  son  of 
a  noble  sire. 

If  any  one  of  that  band  of  patriotic  men,  who  saved  this  country 
from  disunion  and  treason,  is  permitted  to  know  the  pangs  of  hunger, 
or  the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  or  if  one  in  his  declining  years 
should  be  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in  an  almshouse,  this  nation  and 
every  member  of  this  Order  will  be  disgraced. 

Not  only  would  I  ask  you  to  aid  them  in  the  ways  I  have  sug- 
gested, but  in  every  other  which  will  make  their  declining  years  happy 
and  comfortable.  They  are  now  asking  us  to  assist  them  on  Memorial 
Day ;  to  strew  the  beautiful  flowers  of  spring  over  the  last  resting 
places  of  their  fallen  comrades,  and  I  am  sure  that  you,  with  them,  on 
each  annual  return  of  May  30,  will  repair  to  "  the  spot  to  memory 
dear  "  and  place  the  offering  emblematic  of  the  love  and  gratitude  of  a 
grateful  people. 

In  the  last  National  Encampment  of  the  G.A.R.,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  they  took  action,  inviting  closer  relations  with  us,  and  I  am 
sure  you  will  accept  the  request  as  the  command  of  a  respected  father 
to  a  dutiful  son. 

I  should  be  unfaithful  to  duty  did  I  not  call  attention  to  the  grand 
manner  in  which  our  brethren  of  Chicago  and  vicinity  discharged  their 
obligations  to  the  old  soldiers  at  the  recent  National  Encampment  of 
the  G.A.R.  Long  before  the  Encampment  met  they  were  busy  gather- 
ing information,  but  during  the  time  the  old  veterans  were  there  they 
were  their  friends  indeed.  They  manned  the  bureau  of  information ; 
they  were  the  guides  and  helpers,  and  no  service  was  too  arduous  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  They  distributed  casks  of  ice  water 
along  the  line  of  march,  and  kept  them  supplied  ;  and,  in  addition  to 
all  this,  and  more,  they  gave  to  the  old  soldiers  and  their  families  more 
than  twenty-one  thousand  meals.  Literally  they  covered  themselves 
with  a  mantle  of  glory,  love  and  loyalty. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  every  mem- 
ber of  my  staff,  and  to  every  officer  who  has  been  associated  with  me 
during  the  last  year,  for  the  uniform  efficiency  and  kindness  with 
which  they  have  discharged  their  often  perplexing  duties ;  and  to  every 
member  of  the  Order,  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  in  selecting 
me  as  your  Chief. 

But  especially  do  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  uniform  courtesy  and 
kindness  which  has  been  extended  to  me  by  each  and  all  during  my 
term,  and  at  the  close  of  this  meeting,  when  I  shall  have  received  all 
the  honors  of  office  in  your  power  to  bestow,  I  wish  to  assure  you  that 
I  shall  not  forget,  or  prove  unfaithful  to  the  obligations  assumed ;  but, 
with  you  shall  go  forward  to  grander  results  and  higher  attainments 
in  our  Order. 

At  least,  I  will  not  forget  my  promise  to  a  dying  father,  who  for 
the  last  time  took  my  hand  in  his  and  said,  "  My  son,  when  I  am  gone 
do  not  forget  to  be  good  and  kind  to  my  comrades." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  JONES, 
Commander-in-  Chief. 
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The  reading  of  the  Commander-in-Chief's  report  was  greeted  with 
great  applause  and  prolonged  cheering. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-  Chief :  Brothers  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief,  we  have  heard  the  report  of  our  Commander-in- 
Chief,  which  under  the  rule  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  assumed  command. 


RECESS  UNTIL  2  O'CLOCK  P.M. 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  think  we  ought  to  take  a 
recess.    I  move  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  sharp. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  agreed  to  unanimously. 


CORRESPONDENCE:  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF  SHAW— JONES. 

Col.  A.  D.  Shaw,  Yotjngstown,  O.,  Oct.  24,  1899. 

Commander-in-Chief,  G.A.R., 
Watertown,  N.Y. 

Dear  Sir :  Having  recently  been  elected  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  I,  am  naturally  anxious  to  do  what  I  can  for  its  advancement  I 
know  you  must  be  a  busy  man  and  I  hesitate  in  asking  for  even  a  very  little  of 
your  time,  but  I  would  feel  derelict  in  performing  my  duty  if  I  did  not  at  least 
ask  your  advice. 

In  discussing  the  subject  it  is  not  my  purpose  that  the  views  we  may 
express  shall  be  for  publication,  and  I  will  give  you  my  candid  ideas  and  beg 
the  same  candor  on  your  part. 

Our  organization  has  been  in  existence  for  nearly  twenty  years.  Ten 
years  ago  we  had  an  actual  membership  of  over  fifty  thousand,  while  now  it  is 
less  than  thirty  thousand.  We  have  changed  our  constitution,  we  have  changed 
our  ritual ;  we  have  sought  to  make  the  Order  very  military,  and  we  are  now 
making  it  civic.  In  1889  we  received  the  official  endorsement  and  benediction 
of  the  G.A.R.  at  Milwaukee.  Since  then  platonic  and  formal  expressions  of 
regard  and  goodwill  have  been  exchanged  between  the  two  Orders.  With  a 
few  —  a  very  few  —  exceptions  your  Departments  are  friendly  to  the  Sons  of 
Veterans. 

We  have  long  since  ceased  to  be  an  organization  of  boys.  We  number 
among  our  members  three  United  States  senators,  many  congressmen,  judges 
and  prominent  men  of  affairs  Thousands  of  our  members  served  in  the 
Spanish  war  or  are  now  serving  in  the  Philippines. 

The  doors  of  our  Camp-room  are  ever  open  to  comrades  of  the  G  A.R. 
Our  Order  is  founded  upon  pure  sentiment,  the  most  unselfish  sentiment 
which  ever  actuated  the  human  heart  —  that  of  devotion  and  honor  to  the  "  old 
soldiers."  And  yet  our  Order  cannot  be  said  to  be  prosperous.  It  is  only  by 
the  exercise  of  the  greatest  energy  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  that  we  have  kept 
from  falling  further  behind  than  we  are  Is  it  possible  that  we  are  laboring 
in  a  useless  cause?  Is  it  possible  that  there  is  no  reason  for  our  existence? 
Should  we  shut  up  shop  and  quit?  Unless  there  is  a  change,  the  latter  fate 
must  eventually  be  ours.  Cold  charity  and  patriotism  seem  to  lack  in  attract- 
iveness for  our  boys.  Not  like  the  comrades  of  the  G  A.R.,  we  have  no  com- 
radeship, the  outgrowth  of  battle  and  field  service  to  draAv  us  together,  nor  the 
desire  or  incentive  for  the  strength  of  union  for  the  maintenance  of  just 
pensions,  although  the  clay  must  come  when  such  help  as  we  could  give  for  the 
latter  cause  would  not  be  despised  by  the  few  remaining  when  the  strength  of 
their  numbers  will  not  command  the  respectful  attention  which  it  does. 

Not  with  a  spirit  of  complaint,  but  with  the  idea  of  challenging  your 
attention  and  the  hope  of  drawing  from  you  a  valuable  suggestion,  do  I  say 
that  we  feel  that  we  have  never  received  from  the  G.A.R.  such  practical  (and 
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I  eliminate  financial)  support,  loyal  and  enthusiastic  encouragement  that  we 
feel  we  deserve.  * 

I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  relations  between  the  two  Orders  should  be 
closer.  But  our  boys  have  all  the  sense  of  pride  and  independence  which 
comes  to  them  so  honestly  from  their  sires.  They  feel  that  all  overtures  for 
a  nearer  fraternity  should  come  from  the  G.A.R.  Personally,  I  think  this  a 
mistake.  There  is  no  time  Avithin  the  last  few  years  that  our  Commandery-in- 
Chief  would  not  have  gladly  received  an  invitation  to  have  met  in  Convention 
at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  city  with  your  National  body,  but  I  think  the 
boys  would  die  before  they  would  ask  for  an  invitation  of  this  kind.  It  strikes 
me  that  if  our  boys  were  permitted  to  visit  the  Posts  on  the  same  basis  that 
the  comrades  visit  our  Camps,  it  would  greatly  encourage  them.  Possibly  this 
would  not  prove  practical  after  further  discussion  Certain  it  is  that  much  of 
the  personal  history  of  those  who  fought  the  battles  in  the  ranks  would  thus 
be  preserved  to  posterity,  which  otherwise  will  surely  be  lost.  Such  precepts 
in  loyalty,  devotion  and  bravery  could  not  be  planted  in  more  fertile  soil  nor 
told  to  more  eager  listeners.  This  could  have  but  one  inevitable  result,  in  the 
course  of  time.  Either  the  Sons  of  Veterans  would  become  merged  in  the 
G.A.R.  and  it  would  thus  be  perpetuated  by  the  sons,  or  our  Order  would  assume 
all  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  G  A.R.  when  the  latter  became  thin  and 
numerically  weak,  too  weak  to  provide  for  itself.  And  really  is  there  any  sound 
objection  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  G.A.R  ?  Rest  assured  that  those  who  have  all 
these  years  revered  their  dead  comrades  and  remembered  their  graves  on  Memo- 
rial Day,  will  see  to  it  that  their  graves  will  not  be  forgotten  after  they,  the  last 
remaining  few,  are  laid  to  rest.  And,  indeed,  if  through  a  proper  jealousy  of 
their  honors  and  deeds,  the  G  A  R.  refuses  to  provide  for  its  perpetuity,  it  can- 
not prevent,  after  it  ceases  to  exist,  others  from  usurping  its  honored  name, 
and  it  would  be  far  better  that  with  its  knowledge,  consent  and  blessing  that  the 
sons  of  the  members,  their  legitimate  successors,  should  be  granted  this  special 
honor.  I  know  that  it  has  been  thought  by  some  few,  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
might  arrogate  to  themselves  some  of  the  honors  and  glory  justly  and  solely 
their  fathers',  but  nothiug  could  be  further  from  the  truth  They  are  proud, 
eminently  proud  of  their  ancestry,  and  the  veteran  soldier,  himself,  cannot  be 
more  jealous  of  his  honors  than  are  our  boys  of  what  are  clue  him. 

This  subject  is  a  serious  one  to  me  and  I  trust  I  can  make  it  equally  so  to 
you.  Above  all  things,  I  wish  you  could  see  your  way  clear  to  take  up  the 
matter  forcibly,  urgently,  and  to  some  length  in  your  coming  communications 
to  the  Departments  and  Posts.  I  believe  if  you  were  disposed  to  take  up  the 
subject  with  them  seriously,  with  a  clear  statement  of  your  reasons  for  so 
doing,  an  infinite  benefit  would  come  to  us,  which  in  time  would  be  returned  to 
your  organization.  At  any  rate,  I  would  greatly  value  your  ideas,  opinion  and 
advice,  and  as  I  have  endeavored  to  present  our  case  honestly,  earnestly  and 
candidly,  I  believe  you  will  reply  in  the  same  spirit. 

To  show  you  that  in  our  small  way  we  are  trying  to  carry  out  our  princi- 
ples, I  may  acid  that  last  year  we  expended  $14,970.06  in  charity,  relieving  579 
veterans  or  their  families. 

Assuring  you  of  my  most  fraternal  regard, 

I  remain  yours  in  P.,  C.  and  L., 

(Signed)       A.  W.  JONES, 

Commander-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  \ 
Office  of  Commander-in-Chief.  ( 
Watertown,  N.Y.,  Oct.  26,  1899. 

A.  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chief  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Youngstown,  O. 

My  Dear  Sir :  Yours  of  the  24th  has  been  received.  I  reply  thus  promptly  to 
inform  you  that  your  letter  deeply  interested  me,  and,  being  almost  over- 
whelmed with  many  urgent  matters  demanding  immediate  attention.  I  cannot 
send  you  a  full  response  to  your  almost  pathetic  communication  until  a  later 
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date.  I  will  carefully  take  up  your  letter  with  my  Council  of  Administration, 
which  meets  in  Chicago  on  December  6,  prox,  and  see  what  can  be  prudently 
and  wisely  formulated  along  the  line  of  your  inquiries  and  suggestions  I 
agree  with  you  that  the  subject  is  a  very  important  one  and  because  of  this  the 
matter  deserves  the  best  possible  consideration.  I  will  have  your  letter  copied 
by  my  typewriter  and  sent  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Council  of  Administration,  with  the  following  letter  from  me  :  — 

"Dear  Comrade  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from 
A.  W.  Jones,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  I  request  you 
to  give  it  special  consideration  to  the  end  that  you  make  a  written  report  to 
submit  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
Administration,  covering  your  views  and  conclusions  regarding  this  important 
communication  in  question.  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  earnest  appeal 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  lay  the  same  before  you  for  such  careful 
consideration  and  recommendations  as  your  experience,  ability  and  wide  knowl- 
edge of  Grand  Army  interests,  as  well  as  the  present  conditions  surrounding  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  eminently  qualify  you  to  submit  for  the  information  of  all 
concerned." 

If  you  could  arrange  to  meet  us  in  Chicago  on  the  date  given,  it  might  be 
wise  and  useful :  and  in  taking  this  course  I  am  following  out  a  line  of  action 
I  trust  you  will  believe  to  be  in  keeping  with  the  requirements  of  the  situation, 
as  set  forth  in  your  able  and  frank  letter.  Assuring  you  of  my  full  sympathy 
in  the  environments  surrounding  your  service  as  the  head  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  I  am,  in  all  best  wishes,  and  in  E  ,  C.  and  L., 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALBERT  D.  SHAW, 
Commander -in-  Chief,  G.AE. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  \ 
Office  of  Commander-in-Chief,  j 
Watertown,  N.Y.,  Nov.  25,  1899. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Adjutant- General,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Youngstown,  0. 

My  Dear  Sir :  Yours  of  November  23d  is  at  hand  The  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  will  be  held  at  the  Palmer  House,  Chicago,  December  6 
at  10  a  m.  We  would  be  very  glad  to  see  Governor  Jones,  as  matters  of 
interest  to  him  will  be  brought  before  the  meeting.  The  meeting  will  be  in 
session  during  the  day,  so  that  any  hour  will  be  satisfactory. 

Trusting  that  it  may  be  so  that  he  can  come,  I  am,  in  E.,  C  and  L., 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALBERT  D.  SHAW, 

Commander-in-  Chief,  G.A.B. 


DECISIONS  AND  OPINIONS. 

Official  Decision  No.  1. 

Rendered  to  Col.  S.  S.  Horn,  Commanding  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  Oct.  2,  1899. 

Youngstown,  0.,  Oct.  2,  1899. 
In  the  matter  of  the  question  which  you  raise,  regarding  the  legality  of  an 
honorable  discharge,  which  was  issued  in  a  Camp  in  your  Division,  the  dis- 
charge being  asked  for  and  voted  to  be  granted  in  open  Camp,  instead  of 
being  asked  for  in  writing,  and  that  a  year  or  more  transpired  without  any 
question  being  raised,  or  without  the  brother  to  whom  the  honorable  discharge 
Avas  granted  taking  any  exceptions  to  the  manner  of  its  being  granted,  and 
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conducting  himself  as  though  he  considered  himself,  during  that  time,  not  a 
member  of  the  Camp  ;  I  hold  and  decide  as  follows  :  — 

Unless  limited  by  Constitutional  provision,  any  society  having  power  to 
receive  members  has  the  implied  power  of  discharging  them,  therefore,  the 
question  logically  follows,  does  Section  3  of  Article  IV.  of  the  Camp  Consti- 
tution prohibit  the  exercise  of  discretion  to  grant  a  discharge  based  upon  a 
verbal  request?  It  is  true  that  the  section  quoted  is  mandatory  in  its  provi- 
sions, but  it  is  only  mandatory  in  this,  that  the  member  shall  receive  a  discharge 
at  the  next  stated  meeting  after  having  made  written  request  for  it;  there  is  no 
prohibition  against  the  use  of  discretionary  power  to  grant  a  discharge  based 
upon  a  verbal  request,  therefore,  I  hold  and  decide  that  when  a  member  makes 
a  verbal  request  for  his  discharge,  and  the  request  is  granted,  the  discharge 
issued,  and  received  by  the  member,  that  such  discharge  is  valid  and  legal. 

A.  W  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant -General . 


Official  Decision  No.  II. 

Rendered  to  Col.  S.  S.  Horn,  Commanding  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  0  ,  Jan.  9,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  I.  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  on  the 
questions  raised  in  your  letter  of  Dec.  31,  1899. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision. 

Fraternally  yours,  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General- 


Opinion  I. 

Relief  Committee.  The  Relief  Committee  of  a  Camp  cannot  impress  the 
services  of  an  unwilling  member. 

Fines.  A  member  appointed  by  the  Relief  Committee  against  his  wishes, 
who  fails  to  perform  the  duties  directed  by  said  committee  cannot  be  fined  for 
such  dereliction. 

Member  in  Good  Standing.  Any  member  is  in  good  standing  provided 
he  be  in  arrears  for  less  than  six  months,  and  can  vote  on  all  questions  before 
a  Camp. 

Eligibility  to  Office.  Any  member  in  good  standing  who  is  duly -elected 
to  any  office  in  the  Camp  may  be  installed  as  such  officer. 

By-Laws.  Camp  and  Division  By-Laws  cannot  in  any  way  abridge  the 
rights  of  members  accorded  under  the  C,  R.  &  R. 

Com.  S.  S.  Horn  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  submits  the  following  for 
an  opinion :  — 

"Ext. — The  Relief  Committee  shall  appoint  two  brothers  when  necessary 
to  attend  sick  brothers,  who  shall  render  necessary  assistance.  Said  brothers 
shall  be  appointed  as  their  names  appear  alphabetically  on  the  roll  of  the  Camp. 
Any  brother  failing  or  refusing  to  comply  with  this  law,  shall  be  fined  one 
dollar." 

The  membership  of  the  Relief  Committee  of  a  Camp  as  well  as  their  duties 
are  prescribed  by  Article  XI.  of  the  C,  R.  &  R. 

A  Relief  Committee  has  no  power  to  delegate  its  duties  so  long  as  one 
member  thereof  is  able  to  perform  them.    When  all  members  become  incapaci- 
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tated  for  the  particular  duty,  the  committee  itself  may  appoint  a  substitute  or 
substitutes,  but  such  substitutes  must  be  willing  to  perform  the  duties  and 
must  accept  such  appointment  Any  by-law  or  order  having  the  object  in 
view  to  compel  a  member  to  accept  such  appointment  by  the  Relief  Committee 
is  contrary  to  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  and  therefore  null  and  void.  A  member  refusing 
to  serve  as  such  substitute  cannot  be  fined,  either  by  the  Camp  or  the  com- 
mittee 

"  Ext.  —  No  elective  officer  shall  be  installed  unless  he  is  square  on  the 
books  of  the  Camp,  and  no  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  who  shall  be 
over  thirteen  weeks  in  arrears  for  dues." 

Any  member  is  in  good  standing  until  he  is  six  months  in  arrears  for  dues 
or  fines;  and  as,  under  the  Constitution,  a  member  in  good  standing  is  entitled 
to  hold  any  office  in  the  Order,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  Camp  or  Division  has 
no  legal  right  to  make  order  or  by-law  declaring  that  a  member  who  is  in 
arrears  for  a  less  time  than  is  provided  by  the  C  ,  R.  &  R  is  ineligible  for  office. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  D.C.,  Dec.  28,  1899.  Judge  Advocate- General. 


Official  Decision  No.  III. 

Youngstown,  0.,  Jan.  9,  1900. 

Rendered  to  Col.  Edson  S.  Bishop,  Commanding  the  Division  of  Connecticut, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  II.  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  on  the 
questions  raised  by  Upham  Camp  No.  7  of  your  Division. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision. 

Yours  fraternally,  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  II. 

A  sitting  captain  of  a  Camp  cannot  hold  a  commission  on  the  staff  of 
a  Division  Commander. 

An  officer  cannot  hold  the  commission  of  a  captain  and  at  the  same  time 
hold  the  commission  as  a  lieutenant. 

A  Division  Commander  may  detail  any  officer  or  past  officer  in  his  division 
for  any  service  connected  therewith. 

Col.  E.  S.  Bishop  of  the  Connecticut  Division  submits  the  following  for  an 
opinion  :  — 

Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  this  Camp  taken  Dec.  2,  1899,  we  desire  to  enter  a 
protest  against  Captain  W.  C  DeF.  Dickinson  holding  a  commission  as  Inspect- 
ing Officer  of  this  Division  and  at  the  same  time  the  commission  as  Captain  of 
Camp  1,  Connecticut  Division  (see  Decision  III.  Commander-in-Chief  Chas. 
K.  Darling).  We  also  protest  against  the  inspection  of  this  Camp  by  Captain 
Dickinson  under  commission  as  lieutenant,  same  being  contrary  to  decision 
already  referred  to  " 

It  has  been  frequently  decided  that  a  person  cannot  hold  two  elective  com- 
missioned offices  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why,  by 
analogy,  the  same  should  not  extend  to  an  elective  and  an  appointive  office,  or 
to  two  appointive  offices,  the  principle  being  the  same  in  each.  In  the  United 
States  Army  it  frequently  happens  that  an  officer  is  detached  from  the  command 
of  his  company  and  assigned  a  duty  upon  the  staff  of  some  regimental  or  general 
officer ;  but  when  such  assignment  is  made  such  officer  entirely  severs  his  con- 
nection with  his  company  command  and  has  nothing  further  to  do  with  it  until 
assigned  thereto.  When  he  is  relieved  of  the  command  of  his  company  and  is 
assigned  to  staff  duty  he  invariably  retains  the  rank  that  he  had  while  connected 
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with  Ms  company,  and  I  can  find  no  case  wherein  an  officer  has  been  assigned 
to  staff  duty  and  at  the  same  time  retains  command  of  his  company.  These  two 
things  seem  to  be  incompatible  with  one  another.  In  the  case  at  issue  we  have 
the  captain  of  a  Camp  being  assigned  to  staff  duty  and  an  additional  commission 
as  a  lieutenant  on  such  staff  is  given  him  while  be  at  the  same  time  retains 
command  of  his  Camp.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  unlawful  and  cannot  be  done. 
It  is  true  that  an  officer  of  the  regular  army  can  be  an  officer  of  the  volunteer 
army  Avith  a  higher  rank ;  but  it  is  to  be  understood  that  these  armies  are  separate 
and  distinct  things,  and  so  regarded  by  the  law  and  also  by  the  authorities  of 
the  War  Department ;  and  this  fact  will  serve  to  remove  any  confusion  that 
might  arise  from  an  officer  holding  a  commission  in  the  regular  army  and  also 
a  commission  in  the  volunteer  army.  As  the  duty  of  the  inspecting  officer  of  a 
Division  is  not  in  accord  with  that  of  a  Camp  captain,  and  as  there  is  a  likeli- 
hood that  their  duties  would  conflict,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  sitting  elective 
commissioned  officer  cannot  be  commissioned  a  staff  officer  upon  the  staff'  of  his 
commander  at  the  same  time  that  he  is  holding  a  commissioned  office  by  election. 

Under  Section  5,  Article  IV.,  Chapter  III.  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  a  Division 
Commander  has  power  to  appoint  any  officer  or  past  officer  of  his  Division, 
to  perform  any  service  connected  with  the  business  thereof.  He  can,  therefore, 
detail  a  sitting  Camp  Captain  or  any  officer  thereof  to  inspect  any  Camp  as  he 
may  see  tit,  the  delegation  of  such  officer  being  merely  a  detail  and  carries  no 
commission  with  it,  and  does  not,  therefore,  conflict  with  the  decisions  in  regard 
to  commission 


In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  W.  L.  Gillespie  of  Camp  25,  from  Special  Order 
No.  1,  of  Col.  Ralph  Sheldon,  Commanding  the  Division  of  New  York, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 


Without  considering  the  irregular  manner  in  which  Gillespie  presents  his 
appeal  I  must  and  do  sustain  the  action  of  Colonel  Sheldon,  as  defined  in  his 
Special  Order  No.  1,  for  the  reason  that  Camp  No.  25  and  Brother  Gillespie 
failed  to  show  that  Capt.  W.  H.  Riley  had  been  legally  deprived  of  his  office  as 
the  lawful  Captain  commanding  said  Camp  No.  25.  To  be  more  explicit  I  will 
review  the  case  briefly. 

For  alleged  misconduct  Camp  No.  25  saw  fit  to  vote  a  fine  of  $3  00  upon 
Captaiu  Riley,  on  Sept.  18,  1899.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  by  any  by-law 
approved  by  the  Division  Commander,  and  in  operation  at  that  time,  or  by  any 
other  lawful  process,  did  this  Camp  have  the  power  to  fine  Captain  Riley. 
True  the  members  of  the  Camp  Council  state  that  the  Camp  had  By-Laws, 
which  had  been  destroyed,  but  it  does  not  state  what  these  By-Laws  were,  or 
that  they  had  ever  been  approved  by  a  Division  commander.  The  Constitution 
provides,  Section  1,  Article  X.,  Chapter  II.,  that  Camps  shall  have  power  to 
provide  by-laws  imposing  fines  for  neglect  of  duty,  etc.  The  alleged  offence  for 
which  Capt.  Riley  was  fined  was  not  neglect  of  duty.  For  the  non-payment  of 
the  fine  levied  Sept.  18,  1899,  Captain  Riley  was  suspended  some  time  previous 
to  Oct.  23,  1899.  Now  it  is  clearly  the  law,  substantiated  by  approved  deci- 
sions, that  no  member  can  be  suspended  for  the  non-payment  of  either  dues  or 
fines  until  he  is  at  least  six  months  in  arrears  for  the  same ;  and  even  had  the 
fine  of  Captain  Riley  been  legal  he  could  not  have  been  lawfully  suspended 
until  at  least  six  months  after  the  18th  of  Sept.,  1899. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  I  decide,  and  so  rule,  that  Special  Order  No.  1 
of  Commander  Sheldon,  is  legal  in  every  particular,  and  should  stand. 


Washington,  D.C.,  Jan.  4,  1900. 


F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Judge  Advocate-General. 


Official  Decision  No.  IV. 


Youngstown,  0  ,  Jan.  29,  1900. 


Official : 


G.  B.  Abbott, 


A.  W.  JONES, 
Commander-in- Chief. 


Acting  Adjutant-General. 
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Official  Decision  No.  V. 

Rendered  to  Col.  S.  S.  Horn,  Commanding  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  O.,  Jan.  19,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  III.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  question  raised  by  your  Judge  Advocate  in  regard  to  the  By-Laws  of  a 
Camp  providing  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  Camp  Council  to  serve  one, 
two  or  three  years. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision. 

Yours  fraternally,  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  III. 

Members  of  the  Camp  Council  must  be  elected  annually  for  a  term  of  one 
year. 

A  By-Law  of  a  Camp  which  provides  for  the  election  of  members  of  a  Camp 
Council  for  terms  of  one,  two  and  three  years  respectively  is  contrary  to  the 
C,  R.  &  R.,  and  invalid. 

You  submit  for  an  opinion  the  following  from  Division  Commander  S.  S. 
Horn  of  Pennsylvania,  being  a  communication  from  Camp  182,  of  that  Division, 
and  being  a  proposed  By-Law  for  that  Camp. 

"  At  the  election,  to  be  held  in  December,  1900,  one  member  of  Camp 
Council  shall  be  elected  to  serve  three  (3)  years,  one  member  for  two  (2)  years 
and  one  member  for  one  (1)  year.  Thereafter  only  one  member  to  be  elected 
each  year." 

By  reference  to  Chapter  II.,  Article  VII.,  Section  1,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R  ,  I 
find  that  the  "  Camp  Council,  consisting  of  three  members,  shall  be  elected  at 
the  first  stated  meeting  in  December."  The  meaning  of  this  section  is  plainly 
that  the  election  of  all  three  members  shall  be  held  at  such  stated  meeting,  or 
the  next  succeeding  one,  just  as  the  other  elective  officers  of  the  Camp  are 
elected  and  for  the  same  term.  The  Constitution  determines  the  length  of  the 
term  of  evei-y  elective  officer  in  the  Order,  and  it  is  not  within  the  power  of 
any  Camp  or  Division  to  diminish  or  enlarge  such  term,  without  some  authority 
from  the -Coramandery-in-Chief .  As  there  is  no  authority  in  the  C,  R.  &  R., 
that  would  warrant  such  change  of  term,  and  as  I  know  of  no  action  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  authorizing  it,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  By-Law  chan- 
ging such  term  or  terms  would  be  contrary  to  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  and  I  would, 
therefore,  advise  that  it  be  not  approved. 

The  end  sought  by  proposed  By-Law  can,  doubtless,  be  attained  by  a  By- 
Law  properly  drawn  that  would  not  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  C,  R. 
&  R  ,  and  decisions  on  the  subject,  but  as  such  a  one  is  not  before  me  I  cannot 
pass  an  opinion. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D.C.,  Jan.  23,  1900.  Judge  Advocate- General. 


Official  Decision  No.  VI. 

Youngstown,  O.,  Feb.  17,  1900. 
I  fully  concur  in  the  Opinion  IV.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  power  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  discipline  a  negligent  Division  Com- 
mander, and  adopt  the  same  as  my  decision. 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 
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Opinion  IV. 

A  Division  Commander  who  fails  to  enforce  the -By-Laws  of  his  Division, 
or  who  fails  to  comply  with  or  wilfully  violates  them  is  liable  to  Court-Martial. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  has  original  jurisdiction  to  convene  a  court- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  a  Division  Commander. 

My  opinion  is  asked  on  the  following  :  — 

"The  Commander-in-Chief  would  like  your  opinion  upon  a  question 
involved  as  follows  :  — ■ 

Division  By-Laws  are  adopted  by  Divisions,  and  become  effective  on  the 
approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  a  copy  is  required  to  be  kept  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant- General. 

It  comes  to  the  notice  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  that  a  Division  Com- 
mander has  either  failed  to  enforce  or  comply  with  or  may  have  violated 
legally  adopted  and  approved  By-Laws  of  his  Division.  What  is  the  duty  or 
power  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  the  premises,  if  any?  If  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  does  not  act,  who  shall?  " 

A  Division  Commander  is  at  all  times  under  the  command  of  the  Com- 
mander-! D-Chief  and  directly  responsible  to  him  for  the  enforcement  of  all 
laws,  rules  and  orders,  and  is  directly  answerable  to  him  for  any  failure  to 
enforce  them  or  for  any  wilful  violation  thereof.  If  there  have  been  charges 
preferred  against  a  Division  Commander  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  it  is  his 
duty,  if  the  charge,  in  his  opinion,  is  of  sufficient  weight,  to  convene  a  court- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  such  charges.  The  second  paragraph  of  Section  1, 
Article  VI..  Chapter  V.,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  provides  that  —  "  Second  ':  Disobe- 
dience of  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  Rules  and  Regulations,  or  other  lawful 
orders  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  coming  from  proper  authority"  shall  be  the 
subject  of  a  court-martial.  A  Division  officer  who  fails  to  enforce  or  who 
wilfully  violates  any  of  the  laws  of  the  Order,  By-Laws,  Orders  or  directions 
emanating  from  proper  authority  is  subject  to  court-martial. 

If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  charges .  preferred 
against  a  Division  Commander  are  supported  by  evidence  sufficient  to  make  a 
prima  facie  case,  it  is  his  duty  to  convene  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  such 
charges. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
"Washington,  D.C.  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Official  Decision  No.  VII. 

Rendered  to  Col.  Edson  S.  Bishop,  Commanding  Division  of  Connecticut, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  O.,  Feb.  17,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  V.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  question  of  an  eligible  person  being  mustered  into  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
by  proxy. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  V. 

A  person  eligible  to  the  Order,  resident  in  a  foreign  country,  may  be  mus- 
tered into  the  Order  by  a  member  of  the  G.A.R.,  duly  delegated  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  the  circumstances  be  such  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  recruit  to 
present  himself  to  the  Camp  for  muster. 

Col.  E.  S.  Bishop,  of  the  Connecticut  Division,  asks  whether  one  Alexander 
Henderson,  Jr.,  a  resident  of  Fredrichsted,  Danish  West  Indies,  who  claims 
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to  be  a  son  of  one  Alexander  Henderson,  Sr.,  a  member  of  Admiral  Foote 
Post,  No.  17,  G.A.R.,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  can  be  mustered  as  a  recruit  into 
Nathan  Hale  Camp  No.  1,  of  the  Connecticut  Division,  by  some  member  of  the 
G.A.R.,  resident  in  Fredrichsted. 

After  carefully  considering  this  matter  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  proper  to  take  a  member,  resident  in  a  foreign  country,  into  the 
Order  in  this  way  providing  that  his  identity  and  eligibility  are  perfectly 
proved,  and  that  the  requirements  of  the  C.,  R  &  R.  are  complied  with.  If 
Alexander  Henderson,  Sr  ,  who  claims  to  be  the  father  of  Alexander  Hender- 
son, Jr.,  of  Fredrichsted,  Danish  West  Indies,  is  a  member  of  G.A.R.  Post, 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  proof  to  that  effect  is  furnished  the  Division  Com- 
mander, and  further  that  the  identity  of  the  said  Alexander  Henderson,  Jr.,  as 
the  son  of  the  said  Alexander  Henderson,  Sr.,  is  established  beyond  a  doubt, 
and  that  he  is  a  reputable  person,,  the  Commander-in-Chief  may  issue  a  dispen- 
sation permitting  the  Division  Commander  to  appoint  some  member  of  the 
G.A.R  to  muster  and  obligate  said  Alexander  Henderson,  Jr.,  into  the  Order 
of  the  Sods  of  Veterans,  and  make  proper  return  thereof. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  DC,  Feb.  13,  1900.  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Official  Decision  No.  VIII. 

Rendered  to  Col.  S.  S.  Horn,  Commanding  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  0.,  March  22,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  VI.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  power  of  a  Division  Commander  to  fix  the  definite  day  and  hour  for  con- 
vening tbe  Annual  Encampment  and  Division  Council. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  .  i  Commander-in-Chief. 

G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant-General. 


Opinion  VI. 

1.  Under  the  By-Laws  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Division  Commander,  and  his  exclusive  right,  to  name  the  day  and  date  of  the 
Encampment  and  the  hour  of  meeting. 

2.  The  Division  Council  must  meet  at  the  place  of  the  Annual  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Division  and  prior  thereto,  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
its  office,  the  day  and  time  for  calling  such  meeting  being  by  general  custom 
vested  in  the  Commander. 

3.  In  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  Division  Council  to  meet  on  the  call 
of  the  Division  Commander  at  the  place  of  the  Annual  Encampment  of  the 
Division  and  prior  to  the  meeting  thereof,  as  provided  for  in  Chapter  III. ,  Article 
V.,  Section  7,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  the  Commander  of  the  Division  should  appoint 
a  special  committee  of  not  less  than  three  or  more  than  five  members  of  the 
Encampment  to  examine  the  books,  etc.,  and  after  the  opening  of  the  Encamp- 
ment make  report  thereof  to  the  Encampment. 

I  have  been  requested  to  pass  upon  the  following  from  the  Division  of 
Pennsylvania :  — 

Commander  S.  S.  Horn  asks  the  following:  (1.)  "Who  names  the  clay, 
date  and  hour  of  the  Encampment?"  (2.)  "Is  the  notification  by  myself  as 
Commander,  to  the  Division  Council,  of  a  special  day  and  hour,  to  meet  pre- 
vious to  the  Division  Encampment  convening,  within  my  province,  and  legal?  ' 
(3.)  "Should  the  Council  ignore  or  disobey  such  an  order  from  me,  what 
course  can  I  or  will  I  pursue?  Can  I  appoint  an  auditing  committee,  and  what 
authority  have  I  over  them  in  any  such  event  arising?  That  is,  what  authority 
have  I  over  the  Council  in  such  a  position?  " 
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Article  I.,  Section  1,  of  the  duly  adopted  and  approved  By-Laws  of  the 
Division  of  Pennsylvania,  refers  to  the  meeting  of  the  Division  Encampment 

and  provides  :   "the  exact  day  to  be  designated  by  the  Colonel,"  and 

Section  3  of  the  same  Article  provides  :  "  The  hour  of  opening  said  Encamp- 
ment shall  be  fixed  by  the  Colonel  commanding."  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  under 
the  By-Laws  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  the  Commander  thereof  has  the 
exclusive  authority  to  name  the  day  and  hour  of  meeting  of  the  Division 
Encampment.  ■'  ., 

Chapter  III.,  Article  V.,  Section  7,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  makes  it  mandatory 
on  the  Division  Council  to  meet  once  a  year,  "  the  same  to  be  prior  to  and  at 
the  same  place  as  that  of  the  stated  yearly  meetings  of  the  Division  Encamp- 
ment." It  is  and  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  past  the  custom  with  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  through  the  several  Divisions  of  the  Order,  which 
has  become  the  universal  law,  to  call  together  the  Council  just  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Encampment,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  books,  etc.  There  appears  to 
be  nothing  in  the  C,  R.  &  R.  to  conflict  with  this  custom,  and  I  am,  therefore, 
of  the  opinion  that  the  Commander  has  authority  and  is  acting  within  his 
province  to  set  the  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  Division  Council. 

As  under  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  Chapter  III  ,  Article  V.,  Section  7,  it  is  mandatory 
for  the  Division  Council  to  meet  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Encampment,  if 
for  any  reason  the  Council  does  not  meet,  the  Division  Commander  should 
exercise  the  authority  given  him  under  Chapter  III  ,  Article  VI.,  Section  1,  and 
appoint  a  special  committee  of  not  less  than  three  or  more  than  five  members 
for  the  purpose  of  performing  the  duties  of  the  Division  Council.  After  the 
openiDg  of  the  Encampment  he  should  report  the  failure  of  the  Division  Council 
to  hold  a  meeting,  as  required  by  law,  and  the  appointment  by  himself  of  a 
special  committee  to  perform  their  duties,  and  let  the  Encampment  take  such 
action  as  it  may  deem  proper  in  the  premises. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D.C,  March  20,  1900.  Judge  Advocate- General. 


Official  Decision  No.  IX. 

Rendered  to  Col.  Harry  T.  Moore,  Commanding  the  Division  of  California, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  0.,  April  9,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  VII.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  question  of  the  eligibility  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  a  son 
of  one  who  was  engaged  in  guerilla  warfare  against  the  United  States. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

,  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  VII. 

The  son  of  one  engaged  in  guerilla  warfare  against  the  United  States  is 
ineligible  to  membership  in  the  Order. 

I  have  been  requested  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  following  decision 
of  the  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Division  of  California. 

Harry  T.  Moore,  San  Francisco,  March  11,  1900. 

Division  Commander,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro. :  I  am  requested  to  give  an  official  opinion  on  the 
following :  — 

Is  the  grandson  of  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1861-1865  eligible  to  member- 
ship, whose  father  was  during  said  war  engaged  in  guerilla  warfare? 
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Section  1,  Article  II.,  C,  R  &  R.,  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible 
who  or  whose  father  has  ever  borne  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question,  it  would  seem,  is  reduced  to  the  following  proposition,  to 
wit :  Does  one  who  engages  in  guerilla  warfare  bear  arms  against  the  United 
States? 

Guerilla  or  guerilla  warfare,  as  we  understand  that  term,  is  that  special 
petty  warfare  carried  on  by  a  self  constituted  band  of  armed  men,  who  form 
no  part  of  an  organized  army,  who  take  up  arms,  and  lay  them  down  at  will 
and  in  some  locations  respect  no  flag  and  are  recognized  by  neither  army,  and 
whose  acts  constituted  chiefly  in  raids  and  in  petty  depredations  and  sometimes 
in  massacre. 

It  is  well  settled  that  a  person  must  be  mustered  into  the  service  before  he 
can  serve  in  the  United  States  Army.  It  would,  therefore,  follow  that  a 
person  engaged  in  this  kind  of  warfare  without  having  been  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  must  be  presumed  to  have  carried  arms  against 
the  Government  and  his  male  descendants  are  not  eligible  to  membership  in  the 
S.V.,  U.S.A.    I  would,  therefore,  recommend  accordingly. 

I  remain  very  respectfully, 

(Signed;  C.  S.  ALLISON, 

Judge  Advocate,  Div.  California,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

I  concur  in  the  conclusions  reached  by  Judge  Advocate  C.  S.  Allison  of  the 
California  Division,  and  would  recommend  that  it  be  approved. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D.C.,  April  7,  1900.  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Official  Decision  No.  X. 

Rendered  to  Col.  Ralph  Sheldon,  Commanding  the  Division  of  New  York, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U-S  A. 

Youngstown,  0.,  April  23,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  VIII.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  question  of  the  past  honors  of  a  Captain  elected  to  complete  an  unexpired 
term. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-Geueral,  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant-General. 


Opinion  VIII. 

A  member  of  a  Camp  who  has  been  duly  elected  as  Captain,  has,  presum- 
ably, been  duly  installed  and  commissioned,  and  has  served  to  the  end  of  the 
term  for  which  he  was  elected,  and  cannot  be  deprived  of  his  past  rank 
because  the  books  of  the  Division  Commander  fail  to  show  that  he  was  duly 
installed  and  commissioned,  if  there  is  any  evidence  in  the  official  records  of 
the  Division  to  show  that  he  was  recognized  by  the  Division  Commander  as 
the  Captain  of  the  Camp. 

Opinion  is  asked  on  the  following  from  the  Commander  of  New  York 
Division :  — 

I  desire  an  opinion  on  the  following :  W.  L.  Allen  was  elected  Captain  of 
Camp  No.  91,  of  New  York  Division,  in  December,  1898,  to  fill  out  an  unexpired 
term  and  was  re-elected  in  January  for  the  year  1899.  He  signed  the  report 
for  the  December  quarter  as  Captain  of  the  Camp.  This  Camp  never  made 
another  report  to  these  headquarters.  In  February,  1900,  W.  L.  Allen  asked 
for  a  Division  Transfer  which  was  granted  by  myself.    W.  L.  Allen  presented 
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his  Division  Transfer  to  one  of  the  Camps  in  this  city  and  was  accepted.  I 
desire  to  know  whether  he  is  entitled  to  the  rank  of  Past  Captain.  We  have 
no  record  on  file  that  he  was  installed  or  commissioned  as  Captain  of  Camp 
No.  91,  for  the  uuexpired  term  with  the  exception  that  his  name  was  placed 
upon  the  "  Roster  of  Officers."  Upon  the  books  he  appears  as  Captain  of 
Camp  No.  91,  elected  Dec.  3,  1898,  and  placed  here  in  the  hand-writing  of  the 
Division  Commander. 

If  the  records  of  the  Division  Commander  show  that  W.  L.  Allen  was  elected 
Captain  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  in  December,  1898,  and  he  signed  the  Camp 
records  for  the  quarter  ending  December,  1898,  as  Captain,  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
unless  there  is  positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  W.  L.  Allen  was  duly 
installed  and  commissioned  for  the  unexpired  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
and  that  he  served  to  the  end  of  said  term.  The  failure  of  the  Division  Com- 
mander's records  to  show  that  he  was  duly  installed  and  commissioned  cannot 
deprive  him  of  his  past  honors  for  the  unexpired  term.  Particularly  is  this  true 
in  view  of  the  last  sentence  of  the  above  communication  from  the  Commander 
of  the  New  York  Division. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D.C,  April  19,  1900.  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Official  Decision  No.  XI. 

Rendered  to  Col.  Ralph  Sheldon,  Commanding  the  Division  of  New  York,  Sons 
of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  O.,  April  23,  1900. 

I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  IX.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  question  of  the  right  of  a  Camp  to  demand  a  fee  for  a  transfer  card. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  adopt  it 
as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  IX. 

A  Camp  cannot  arbitrarily  require  the  payment  of  a  fee  as  a  conditioD 
precedent  to  the  issuing  of  a  transfer  card. 

A  communication  has  been  received  through  you  from  the  New  York 
Division,  as  follows  :  — 

I  desire  an  opinion  on  the  following  facts.  A  member  of  Col.  J.  Meredith 
Read  Camp  No.  26,  Division  of  New  York,  being  in  good  standing  and  no 
charges  against  him,  made  application  in  writing  for  his  transfer  from  that 
Camp.  The  request  was  refused  and  a  demand  was  made  for  the  sum  of  $2.00 
before  his  transfer  would  be  granted.  The  applicant  refused  to  pay  the  sum 
aud  appealed  to  me  as  Commander  of  the  Division.  I  wrote  the  Captain  of  the 
Camp  asking  for  information  on  what  ground  they  made  such  a  demand.  His 
reply  was  that  the  Camp  By-Laws  which  have  been  approved  by  me,  had  such 
a  clause  inserted  charging  $2.00  for  a  transfer  or  an  honorable  discharge. 
The  By-Laws  had  only  been  approved  a  short  time  previous  and  I  have  no 
recollection  of  any  such  clause,  and  as  the  Captain  refused  to  present  the  By- 
Laws  to  me  for  inspection  and  knowing  that  such  a  clause  was  not  in  harmony 
with  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  I  issued  an  order  revoking  that  clause  and  ordering  the 
Captain  of  Col.  J.  Meredith  Read  Camp  No.  25,  to  grant  a  transfer  to  the  brother. 
The  Camp  granted  the  transfer  on  protest,  the  protest  being  written  on  the 
back  of  the  transfer.  To  my  knowledge  they  have  never  made  a  protest  in 
writing  to  these  headquarters  nor  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  brother 
to  whom  the  transfer  card  was  issued  presented  his  transfer  to  one  of  the 
other  Camps  in  this  city  and  was  elected  and  accepted  as  a  member  of  the 
Camp.  ^  I  desire  an  opinion  as  to  whether  Camp  No.  25  has  any  authority  or 
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right  to  demand  the  sum  of  $2.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for  a  transfer  of  any  mem- 
ber who  is  in  good  standing  and  who  has  no  charges  existing  against  him. 

After  carefully  looking  up  this  matter  I  find  that  Chapter  II.,  Article  IV., 
Section  2,  states  :  "Any  brother  against  whom  no  charges  exist,  and  who  has 
paid  all  debts,  shall  on  written  application  to  the  Captain  of  his  Camp,  at  a 
stated  meeting  of  the  Camp,  receive  a  transfer  card,  duly  signed  by  the  Captain, 
and  attested  by  the  First  Sergeant  and  under  seal."  You  will  notice  that  this 
section  says  "  who  has  paid  all  debts."  If  at  the  time  the  brother  makes 
application  for  a  transfer  card  he  is  square  on  the  books  of  the  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant,  he  has  paid  all  "  debts,"  he  is  entitled  under  this  section  to  a  transfer 
cai-d.  A  Camp  has  no  right,  without  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  the 
proper  authorities,  to  enact  a  By-Law  requiring  a  fee  for  the  granting  of  any 
right,  provided  by  the  C,  R.  &  R.  The  Commander  of  the  Division  of  NeAV 
York  disclaims  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  a  provision  among  the 
By-Laws  of  Camp  No.  25.  I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  any  By-Law  of 
Camp  No.  25,  of  the  Division  of  New  York,  requiring  the  payment  of  any  fee  as 
a  condition  precedent  to  the  granting  of  a  transfer  card  is  illegal  and  void. 
Aside  from  this  I  think  it  exceedingly  poor  policy,  and  a  great  detriment  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Order,  to  permit  a  charge  for  a  transfer.  A  free  transfer 
would  in  many  instances  save  members  to  the  Order,  while  if  compelled  to  pay 
for  them  they  would  refuse  and  permit  themselves  to  be  dropped.  In  the 
building  up  of  an  Order,  it  is  not  only  policy,  but  desirable  to  avoid  all  unnec- 
essary hardships,  and  the  conditions  for  remaining  in  the  Order  should  be  made 
as  easy  and  as  desirable  as  possible. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D  C,  April  19,  1900.  Judge  Advocate-General . 


Official  Decision  No.  XII. 

Rendered  to  Col.  S.  S.  Horn,  Commanding  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  0.,  May  9,  1900. 

In  re-  the  court-martial  of  M.  F.  Maley  of  Camp  No.  49,  of  your  Division,  I 
herewith  return  you  the  same,  disapproved,  with  instructions  and  Opinion  X., 
of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson. 

I  approve  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  adopt  it  as 
my  ruling  in  this  case.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:    •  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  X. 

Court-Martial.—  1.  Evidence  produced  at  the  trial  should  be  made  a 
part  of  the  record.  An  abstract  of  the  evidence  attached  to  the  record  is 
insufficient. 

2.  In  a  court-martial  proceeding  the  charge  must  be  proved  by  competent 
evidence. 

Court-Martial  of  Past  Capt.  M.  F  Maley. —  In  the  record  in  this  case 
there  has  been  no  evidence  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  for  review.  There 
is  what  purports  to  be  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  taken  at  the  time  of  trial, 
but  which  is  wholly  incompetent  and  out  of  place  in  the  record.  The  original 
evidence  taken  at  the  time  of  the  trial  should  in  all  cases  accompany  the  record 
when  forwarded  to  the  reviewing  officer. 

The  abstract  of  the  evidence  furnished  in  this  case,  if  correct,  would 
indicate  that  there  had  not  been  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  the  accused  of 
the  charge.  The  mere  fact  that  the  accused  gave  receipts  in  the  name  of 
the  Quartermaster- Sergeant  indicates  no  wrong  doing.  The  further  fact 
that  the  books  of  the  Quartermaster-Sergeant  do  not  show  the  amounts  entered 
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equal  to  those  received  by  the  accused  is  not  proof  that  the  accused  made  way 
with  the  money.  The  Quartermaster-Sergeant  should  have  been  put  on  the 
stand  in  this  case  as  a  witness. 

In  view  of  a  number  of  errors  in  this  case,  and  the  failure  of  the  proof  to 
sustain  the  charge  made,  I  would  recommend  that  the  sentence  be  not  approved, 
but  that  the  whole  proceedings  be  returned  to  the  Division  Commander  with 
the  recommendation  that  a  proper  trial  be  had. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D.C.,  April  30,  1900.  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Official  Decision  No.  XIII. 

Rendered  to  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  Commanding  Division  of  California,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A. 

■  ■  YoungstOwn,  O.,  June  1,  1900. 

I  hand  you  herewith  Opinion  XI.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson,  on 
the  question  of  the  right  of  past  officers  of  the  Order  wearing  the  badges  of 
past  rank  upon  re-entry  into  the  Order  after  having  severed  connection  there- 
with. Also  on  the  question  of  the  eligibility  to  membership  in  the  Order  of  a 
descendant  of  one  who  served  on  a  revenue  cutter  during  the  War  of  1861-5. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  and  adopt  it  as 
my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant-General . 


Opinion  XI. 

A  past  officer  who  severs  his  connection  with  the  Order  is  not  entitled 
upon  re-entry  therein  to  wear  a  past  officers'  badge,  unless  the  past  rank  shall 
be  restored  to  him  by  action  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

The  son  of  a  man  who  served  in  the  United  States  Revenue  Service  during 
the  war  from  1861  to  1865  is  not  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Order  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  on  account  of  such  service. 

The  following  has  been  forwarded  to  me  through  you  from  the  Division 
of  California  for  an  opinion  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

"■Dear  Sir:  Can  you  please  give  me  an  official  decision  upon  the  following 
questions :  — 

"  First.  Has  a  Past  Captain  or  Past  Division  Commander  the  right  to  wear 
their  badge  of  past  rank  when  they  rejoin  the  Order  after  being  out  of  the 
Order  for  over  one  year? 

"  Having  been  out  of  the  Order  for  over  one  year  they  lose  their  votes,  but 
do  they  lose  the  right  of  wearing  the  badge  of  past  rank? 

"  Second.  Was  a  man  in  the  U.S.  Revenue  Service  of  1861-65,  serving  as  a 
Lieutenant  or  Acting-Lieutenant  on  a  revenue  cutter,  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  and  can 
his  son  join  the  Sons  of  Veterans? 

"  I  think  that  in  some  pension  cases  ex-Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Iuterior, 
Webster  Davis,  has  decided  that  those  serving  in  the  Revenue  Service  of 
1861-65  were  in  the  Navy. 

"In  the  late  Spanish  war  the  revenue  cutters  served  the  same  as  war 
vessels,  like  the  McCullogh  serving  in  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay." 

A  member  holding  a  past  rank  in  the  Order  and  who  severs  his  connection 
therewith,  not  only  loses  the  right  to  vote,  but  also  the  right  to  wear  any  of 
the  past  honor  badges  or  the  membership  badge.  Upon  re-entry  into  the  Order 
he  comes  in  like  any  other  recruit,  and  is  entitled  to  wear  the  membership 
badge  only,  his  former  service  and  honors  having  been  wiped  out  when  he 
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severed  his  connection  with  the  Order.  They  can  be  restored  by  action  of 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  only. 

Section  1,  Article  V.,  Chapter  I.,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  provides  that,  "All 
male  descendants,  not  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  of  soldiers,  sailors  or 
marines  who  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  war  of  1861-65,  etc."  In 
this  section  there  is  no  provision  whatever  for  the  son  or  other  descendant  of 
a  person  who  served  in  the  U.S.  Revenue  Service  As  the  Revenue  Service  is, 
and  always  has  been,  considered  a  civilian  branch,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that, 
generally,  a  descendant  of  a  man  who  served  in  the  Revenue  Marine  during  the 
Avar  of  1861-65  is  not  entitled  to  membership  in  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans.  F.  T.  F  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  DC,  May  31,  1900  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Official  Decision  No.  XIV. 

Rendered  to  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  Commanding  Division  of  California,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  O.,  June  19,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  XII.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson, 
relating  to  carrying  power  of  a  transfer  card  from  one  Camp  to  another  of  the 
rank  of  "  Past  Captain." 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  and  adopt  the 
same  as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  XII. 

A  member  of  a  disbanded  Camp,  who  receives  from  the  Commander  of 
his  Division  a  transfer  card  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  disbaudmeut 
of  said  Camp,  and  who  deposits  said  transfer  card  in  any  other  Camp  during 
the  life  of  said  transfer  card,  is  entitled  to  any  past  honors  that  he  may  have 
acquired  before  the  disbandment  of  his  Camp. 

The  following  has  been  referred  to  me  for  an  opinion  :  — 
"  Is  not  a  Past  Captain  of  a  disbanded  Camp  entitled  to  past  honors  in  a 
new  Camp  organized  one  and  and  one-half  years  after  the  old  Camp  was  dis- 
banded, providing  he  has  in  his  possession  a  transfer  card  granting  past  rauk 
from  the  Division  Commander  within  one  year  after  the  old  Camp  disbanded 
and  deposits  the  same  in  the  new  Camp  within  six  months  of  the  date  of  issue 
of  the  transfer?" 

The  Commander  of  a  Division  may,  under  the  authority  of  Sections  2  and 
4,  Article  IV.,  Chapter  II.,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  issue  a  transfer  card  to  any 
member  of  a  disbanded  Camp  who  is  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  such 
disbandment.  In  this  connection  see  also  Decision  No.  13,  of  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief  Russell.  It  has  been  intimated  in  a  decision  of  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Rake  that  a  transfer  card  issued  by  the  Commander  of  a  Division  must 
be  issued  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  disbandment  of  the  Camp.  I 
think  this  is  good  law  and  should  be  strictly  followed.  A  transfer  card  is 
good  for  oue  year  from  the  date  of  issue.  I  would  say  in  passing  that  a  Com- 
mander of  a  Division  has  no  right  to  issue  a  transfer  card  to  a  member  of  a 
disbauded  Camp  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  disbandment 
of  such  Camp,  as  in  such  event  the  member  will  be  a  dropped  member  and  can 
re-enter  the  Order  ouly  as  a  new  member.  A  member  who  has  received  a 
transfer  card  from  the  Commander  of  his  Division  withiu  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  disbandment  of  his  Camp  and  who  deposits  the  same  in  any  Camp 
within  six  months  from  the  date  thereof  is  entitled  to  such  past  honors  as  he 
may  have  had  at  the  time  of  the  disbandment  of  his  Camp. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  D.C.,  June  15,  1900.  Judge  Advocate- General. 
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Official  Decision  No.  XV. 

Rendered  to  Col.  Ralph  Sheldon,  Commanding  Division  of  New  York,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  O.,  June  27,  1900. 

I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  XIII  ,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson, 
relating  to  the  rights  of  one  coming  into  our  Order,  taut  not  eligible. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  and  adopt  the 
same  as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Opinion  XIII. 

1.  A  person  less  than  eighteen  years  of  age  cannot  legally  be  mustered 
as  a  member  of  the  Order.  If,  however,  such  person  should  be  mustered  by 
mistake,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  proper  authorities  to  erase  his  name  from 
the  rolls. 

2.  Where  a  Camp  establishes  a  benefit  fund  for  its  members,  neither  a. 
person  who  is  illegally  a  member  of  the  Order,  nor  those  claiming  under  him, 
have  any  right  to  benefits. 

Yon  ask  my  opinion  on  the  questions  in  the  following  communication 
received  from  the  Commander  of  the  New  York  Divisiou  :  — 

"  Tappeu  Camp  No  1,  has  a  By-Law  saying  :  '  Upon  the  death  of  a  brother 
of  the  Camp,  each  member  shall  "be  assessed  $1.00  to  pay  benefit.'  The  above 
is  an  exact  copy  of  the  By-Law. 

"  An  applicant  is  proposed,  elected  and  mustered,  his  application  stating 
that  he.  is  eighteen  years  old  After  ten  months'  membership  he  dies  and  it  is 
discovered  that  he  was  less  than  sixteen  years  old  when  mustered.  He  is  also 
six  months  in  arrears  for  dues.  He  is  buried  by  the  Order  before  these  matters 
were  discovered  Is  his  family  entitled  to  the  benefit,  or  was  he  ever  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Order?  " 

"  Is  it  legal  for  the  Camp  to  collect  the  assessment  of  $1  00  to  pay  above 
benefit? " 

On  the  question  of  facts  stated  in  above  communication  I  would  say,  that 
under  Article  V.,  Chapter  I.,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  the  deceased  was  not 
legally  a  member  of  the  Order,  as  to  become  such  it  is  necessary  that  the  appli- 
cant should  be  at  least  eighteen  years  of  age.  If  the  applicant,  in  order  to 
make  himself  appear  eligible  to  membership,  makes  a  false  statement  as  to  his 
age  in  his  application,  it  is  his  own  lookout.  Upon  the  discovery  that  any  such 
false  statement  has  been  made,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  proper  authorities  to  cause 
his  name  to  be  erased  from  the  roll  of  the  Order.  There  should  he  no  pub- 
licity given  such  action.  If  the  deceased  was  uot  legally  a  member  of  the 
Ol  der,  he  was  uot  legally  a  member  of  Tappen  Camp  No.  1,  and,  therefore,  his 
heirs  cannot  be  beneficiaries  under  the  above  By-Law.  If  it  is  the  meaning  of 
the  above  By-Law  that  whenever  a  member  of  Tappen  Camp  shall  die,  each 
member  thereof  shall  be  assessed  $1.00  to  pay  death  benefits,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  assessment  of  $1.00  in  view  of  the  death  of  deceased,  as  he  is 
not  legally  a  member  of  the  Camp,  would  be  illegal  and  without  warrant. 

E.  T.  E.  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  D.C.,  June  25,  1900.  Judge  Advocate- General 


Official  Decision  No.  XVI. 

Rendered  to  Col.  Lewis  S.  Chapman,  Commanding  Division  of  Connecticut, 
Sous  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  O.,  July  24,  1900. 
I  herewith  hand  you  Opinion  XIV.,  of  Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson, 
relating  to  forma]  notification  of  next  in  command  when  Captain  is  away  on 
leave  issued  by  Division  Commander. 
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I  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  and  adopt  the 
same  as  my  decision.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant-General. 


Opinion  XIV. 

When  an  officer  is  granted  a  leave  of  absence,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  com- 
manding officer  granting  such  leave  of  absence  to  assign  the  next  officer  in 
rank  to  command  in  place  of  the  one  to  whom  the  leave  of  absence  is  granted. 

I  have  been  asked  for  an  opinion  on  the  following :  — 

"  Some  time  ago  I  granted  a  leave  of  absence  to  a  Captain  of  a  Camp  of 
my  Division  and  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  notify  the  First  Lieutenant 
to  take  the  commaud,  as  it  is  his  place  to  do  so  in  the  absence  of  the  Captain. 
Exceptions  have  been  taken  to  my  not  doing  so  and  I  therefore  ask  you  for  an 
opinion  and  your  decision  in  the  matter." 

Section  1,  Article  V.,  Chapter  II.,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  provides  that  when 
"the  Captain  is  absent,  the  next  elective  officer  in  rank  shall  assume  com- 
maud." This  is  a  provision  to  fill  the  office  of  Captain  when  he  is  absent  from 
a  meeting  without  leave,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  cover  the  case  of  a  Captain 
who  is  absent  on  official  leave  of  absence  granted  by  the  Commander  of  the 
Division.  This  question  does  not  appear  to  have  heretofore  arisen  and  I  find 
no  provision  in  the  C,  R  &  R.,  nor  in  any  of  the  Decisions  that  seem  to  exactly 
cover  the  case.  It  is  the  custom  in  the  regular  army,  upon  which  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Order  is  patterned,  for  a  commanding  officer,  when  a  leave  of 
absence  is  granted  to  a  subordinate,  to  assign,  by  positive  order,  the  next  in 
rank  to  assume  the  command  and  duties  exercised  by  the  officer  to  whom  leave 
of  absence  has  been  granted. 

I  think  it  is  proper  in  such  instances  to  follow  the  practice  of  the  regular 
army,  as  the  records  of  a  Camp  or  Division  are  thereby  made  more  complete 
I,  therefore,  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  Division  Commander  who  grants  a  leave 
of  absence  to  a  Camp  Captain,  should  at  the  same  time  detail  the  next  com- 
manding officer  in  rank  t  >  assume  the  duties  of  such  Captain  and  command  the 
Camp,  as  acting  Captain,  during  the  period  of  the  Captain's  leave  of  absence,  or 
until  he  shall  again  be  directed  to  assume  command. 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D.C.,  July  18,  1900.  Judge  Advocate-General . 


Official  Decision  No.  XVII. 

Col.  L.  S.  Whitney,  Commanding  Division  of  Colorado,  Sons  of  Veteraus, 
U.S.A. 

Youngstown,  O.,  Aug  30,  1900 

I  herewith  return  you  the  By-Laws  of  the  Colorado  Division,  submitted 
for  my  approval,  also  Opinion  XV.,  of  Judge  Advocate  General  Johnson  I 
approve  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judji'e  Advocate-General  and  of  such  of  the  By- 
Laws  as  do  not  conflict  with  his  opinion  or  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  U.S.A.  Yours  fraternally, 

A.  W.  JONES. 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adj  at  ant- Gen  era  I . 
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Opinion  XV. 

In  the  matter  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Division  of  Colorado,  I  would  call 
your  attention  to  the  following  :  — 

Article  I.,  Section  1. 
While  the  object  to  be  attained  by  this  section  is  a  very  commendable  and 
proper  one,  yet  it  would  seem  that  unless  the  G.A.R.  of  the  Colorado  Pi  vision 
holds  its  Annual  Encampment  between  January  1  and  July  10  of  each  year,  this 
section  would  conflict  with  Section  1,  Article  III.,  Chapter  III.  of  the  C,  R. 
and  R.  I  would  therefore  recommend,  that  unless  the  headquarters  of  the 
Colorado  Division  show  to  your  satisfaction  that  the  G  A.R.,  of  Colorado  holds 
its  Annual  Encampment  between  January  1  and  July  10,  this  section  be  not 
approved 

Article  I.,  Section  3. 
I  would  recommend  that  this  article  be  amended  by  adding  after  the  word 
"  shall"  in  line  one,  the  words  "  at  each  Annual  Encampment." 

Article  IV.,  Section  1. 
I  would  recommend  that  this  section  be  amended  by  cancelling  the  words, 
"issuing  of  commissions." 

Article  IV.,  Section  4. 
I  recommend  that  this  section  be  disapproved;  the  subject  matter  of  this 
section  having  already  been  passed  upon  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

Article  V. 

I  would  recommend  that  this  article  be  disapproved  as  it  is  unnecessary, 
the  subject  matter  thereof  being  more  thoroughly  covered  in  detail  by  Section 
1,  Article  XIII.,  Chapter  V,  of  the  C,  R.  &  R. 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  above  noted  action  be  made  on 
these  By-Laws. 

F.  T  F.  JOHNSON, 
Washington,  D.C  ,  Aug.  22,  1900.  Judge  Advocate-General. 


TUESDAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

2  o'clock. 

Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Delegate  Win.  L.  Ekvall  acting  as  Inspector- General  took  up  the 
password  and  countersign,  and  reported  all  present  entitled  to  remain. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  was  dispensed  with,  the  Adjutant-General 
checking  those  present  as  they  entered  the  hall. 

(Roll  Call  No.  2.) 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the 
Senior  Vice-Commander. 

Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  Sorter  read  the  following  report  : 

REPORT  OF  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Gen.  Asa  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chief  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 
Sir:  The  Senior  Vice-Commauder-in-Chief  has  the  honor  to  report 
that  during  his  term  of  office  the  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  has 
by  your  order  inspected  the  Headquarters  of  the  Iowa  Division  ;  upon 
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his  own  responsibility  assisted  in  organizing  the  Iowa  State  Camp  and 
by  special  invitation  visited  the  Division  Encampments  in  the  States  of 
Illinois,  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  without 
expense  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief ;  also  served  upon  the  Military 
College  Committee  and  the  Committee  of  Fraternal  Relations,  without 
expense  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

My  chief  observation  is  that  as  an  Order  we  are  today  winning  the 
respect  of  the  American  people  because  of  the  success  of  a  great  work 
in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  our  Order,  and  my  only  recommenda- 
tion is  that  we  "  Weary  not  in  well  doing." 

I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L   SORTOR,  Jr., 
Senior  Vice- Commander -in- Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Reports. 

The  Junior  Vice-Commander*s  report;  I  presume  we  have  none 
He  is  not  here. 

The  next  thing  in  order  will  be  the  report  of  the  Adjutant-General. 
Adjutant-General  Baldwin  read  the  following  report :  — 

REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

Gen.  A.  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.  of  F.,  U.S.A. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  as 
Adjutant-General,  and  in  doing  so  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for 
the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  and  the  continued  expressions 
of  confidence  which  I  have  ever  received  at  your  hands.  It  is  needless 
for  me  to  add  that  our  relations  have  been  most  harmonious  during  the 
past  official  year,  and  in  consequence  of  these  relations  I  feel  myself 
more  closely  attached  to  you,  if  possible,  than  heretofore. 

RECORDS. 

The  several  books  of  record  appertaining  to  my  department,  which 
I  received  from  my  predecessor,  have  been  maintained  through  the 
year. 

There  have  been  issued  from  the  department  of  the  Adjutant- 
General,  nineteen  dispensations  for  the  muster  of  Camps,  without  first 
having  been  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  There  have  also 
been  issued  five  General  Orders,  five  Circulars  and  seven  Special 
Orders,  copies  of  which  accompany  this  report.  Charters  for  eighty- 
six  Camps  have  been  issued  ;  the  table  pertaining  to  the  same  also 
accompanies  this  report. 

TABLES. 

Tables  1,  2,  3  and  4,  herewith  attached,  are  the  Adjutant-General's 
Consolidated  Reports  for  the  quarters  ending  Sept.  30  and  Dec.  31, 
1899,  and  March  31  and  June  30,  1900. 

Table  No.  5  is  the  recapitulation  showing  gains  and  losses. 

Table  No.  6  is  the  Roster  of  Division  Commanders,  1900-1901. 
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Table  No.  7  is  the  table  of  applications  for  Camp  charters  by 
Divisions. 

Table  No.  8  is  the  inventory  of  property  in  Adjutant-General's 
headquarters. 

RECEIPTS. 

The  cash  book  shows  the  receipts  of  the  Adjutant-General's  office 
to  have  been  :  — 

For  per  capita  tax  .  .  •  •  $4,368.18 
For  charter  fees  .  •.  176.00 

CARD  INDEX. 

The  card  index  system  for  keeping  the  records  of  all  Camps  insti- 
tuted, for  these  headquarters,  by  my  predecessor,  has  been  continued, 
and  has  been  a  material  factor  in  detecting  the  errors  in  Adjutants' 
Consolidated  Reports,  and  in  showing  at  a  glance  the  prosperity,  or 
inactivity,  of  the  various  Camps. 

OFFICIAL  QUESTIONS. 

There  has  been  but  one  official  question  submitted  to  the  Council- 
in-Chief  during  your  term  of  office,  which  was  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  date  of  holding  this  Encampment.  The  Council  were 
unanimous  in  supporting  the  date  recommended  by  you.  The  canvass 
of  the  vote  has  been  submitted  to  the  Council-in-Chief  for  verification. 

DIVISION  BY-LAWS. 

The  By-Laws  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  were  from  the  Divisions  of  California,  Maryland  and  Colorado. 
These  were  approved,  with  some  minor  exceptions  which  did  not 
conform  to  the  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  actual  membership  of  the  Order  at  the  close  of  business,  Sept. 
1,  1900,  shows  but  little  change  in  numbers  from  a  year  ago,  the 
reported  membership  being  26,791,  a  gain  of  30  over  last  year.  But 
this  does  not  include  the  Division  of  Washington,  which  failed  to 
report;  nor  a  loss,  by  suspension,  of  nearty  900  in  the  Division  of 
New  York,  which  is  but  temporary,  and  due  to  local  causes,  and  which 
will  undoubtedly  be  remedied  in  the  next  report.  Were  these  added, 
as  in  justice  to  this  administration  they  should  be,  it  would  bring  the 
membership  quite  up  to  28,000. 

A  careful  study  of  ou»  card  index  very  clearly  demonstrates  that 
the  large  number  which  appear  to  be  suspended  in  the  Consolidated 
Report  for  each  quarter,  do  not  become  actual  losses,  but  are  clue  to 
the  neglect  of  Camp  officers-  to  forward  reports  promptly,  many  Camps 
reporting  in  good  standing  the  following  quarter.  The  record  shows 
that  many  Camps  are  reported  as  suspended  two  or  three  times  a  year 
and  reinstated  equally  as  many  times. 

I  am  firm  in  the  belief  that  the  percentage  of  our  suspensions 
could  be  greatly  reduced  if  Quartermaster- Sergeants  would  be  more 
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diligent  in  asking  members  to  pay  their  dues,  and  Captains  more 
prompt  in  making  returns  to  Division  headquarters,  for  it  is  quite 
evident  that  there  is  a  general  desire  among  the  members  of  the  Order 
to  retain  membership  therein,  otherwise  our  percentage  of  final  losses 
would  be  larger. 

BLANK  FORMS. 

Many  of  the  forms  in  use  do  not  meet  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  intended,  for  the  reason  that  the  arrangement  of  the  blank 
spacing,  the  headings  or  the  instructions  printed  thereon  are  not  in 
conformit}^  with  the  present  Constitution  and  the  requisites  of  the 
Order.  I  therefore  recommend  that  as  the  present  supply  of  snch 
forms  becomes  exhausted,  the  Q.uartermaster-General,  with  the  advice 
of  the  Adjutant-General,  be  authorized  to  make  such  changes  in  the 
forms  as  will  make  them  conform  to  our  laws  and  requirements. 

CONFLICTING   SECTIONS   OF  THE  C,  R.  &  R. 

Considerable  misunderstanding  and  some  annoyance  is  caused  to 
these  Headquarters  and  to  Division  Headquarters,  in  the  manner  of 
•  making  returns  and  the  payment  of  funds,  by  the  conflictions  in  the 
Constitution.  A  comparison  of  Section  3,  Article  V.,  Chapter  III., 
and  Section  6,  Article  V.,  Chapter  IV.,  with  Section  1,  Article  III., 
Chapter  V.,  will  show  very  clearly  why  these  difficulties  arise.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  this  Encampment  take  the  necessary  action 
for  the  correction  of  these  evils,  and  in  connection  therewith  it  seems 
proper  that  as  Division  Commanders  are  bonded  for  the  finaucial 
security  of  the  funds  handled  by  their  staff  officers,  they  should  be  per- 
mitted to  direct  in  General  Orders  the  officers  to  whom  they  desire 
financial  returns  made. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  state,  that  while  serving  as  Adjutant  under 
your  State  administration,  and  as  Adjutant-General,  I  repeat  the 
words  of  your  old  stenographer  who  served  eight  years  for  }7ou,  that  I 
have  never  heard  the  first  word  of  censure,  but  always  words  of 
encouragement. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  P.,  C.  and  L., 

W.  E  BALDWIN, 
Adjutant- General. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  of  the  Adjutant-General 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports. 
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TABLE  No.  6 


Roster  of  Division  Commanders,  for  the  Year  1900-1. 


Division. 
Ala.  and  Tenn., 

California, 

Colorado, 

Connecticut, 

Gulf, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky, 

Maine, 

Maryland, 

Massachusetts, 

Michigan, 

Minnesota, 

Missouri, 

Nebraska, 

New  Hampshire, 

New  Jersey, 

New  York, 

Ohio, 

Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, 

Rhode  Island, 

So  Dakota, 

Vermont, 

Washington, 

W.  Virginia, 

Wisconsin, 


Commander.  Address. 

Orville  H.  Hall,  715  English-American  Bldg., 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
57  S.  First  St.  San  Jose. 
1715  California  St.,  Denver. 

Derby 

218  Exchange  Place,  New  Orleans,  La 
530  Main  St.,  Peoria. 

Shelbyville. 
Des  Moines. 
Emporia. 
Bajdiss  Ave  ,  Louisville. 
116  Main  St.,  Brunswick. 
Raines  Bldg,  Baltimore. 

Salem. 

1135  Court  St.,  Port  Huron. 
129  1st  Ave  ,  N.,  Minneapolis. 
1G00  S.  Broadway,  St.  Louis. 

Osceola 
13  Thompson  St.,  Concord. 
Robt.  J.  Van  Houten,  Sons  of  Veterans'  Hall, 

Patersou. 

Chas.  H.  E  Moran,  RoomS,  33  State  St.,  Albany. 


A.  G.  Bennett, 
Lorin  S.  Whitney, 
Lewis  S.  Chapman, 
Ed.  Gross, 

W.  E.  Hull, 
Sid.  Conger, 
Guy  R.  Carson, 
G.  B.  Selleck, 

B.  M.  Harwood, 

E.  N.  Courson, 

D.  M.  RlTTENHOUSE, 

Ered  E.  Wahner, 

F.  E.  Mukger, 

C.  M.  Rasvitzkr, 
Oscar  R.  Fries, 
Charles  C  Stull, 
Wm.  R.  Blake, 


F.  W.  Hendrix, 
C.  B.  Orai, 
S   W.  Macurdy, 
Frank  J.  Clinton, 
Virgil  D.  Bovles, 
Elmer  E.  Perry, 
C.  W.  Harmon, 
John  W.  McClung, 
J.  W.  T.  Ames, 


Springfield. 
Pine. 

32  N.  5th  St.,  Philadelphia. 
47  Washington  St.,  Providence 
Mitchell. 
Barre. 

Walla  Walla. 
Grafton 
River  Falls. 


REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 
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TABLE  No.  7. 


Showing  Charter  Applications  Approved  and  Number  of  Applicants. 


Division.                              No.  of  Camps.  No.  of  Applicants 

Alabama  and  Tennessee  ....  1   27 

California    3   60 

Colorado   .    .  .   

Connecticut   2   54 

Gulf   3  ........    .  35 

Illinois   14   406 

Indiana   4    .    S4 

Iowa   7   136 

Kansas    

Kentucky    

Maine   2   37 

Maryland   .  .   

Massachusetts                            .  7   196 

Michigan   2   41 

Minnesota                              .    .  1   15 

Missouri   1   16 

Nebraska   3   93 

New  Hampshire         ....  1   17 

New  Jersey   1   33 

New  York  .13  .304 

Ohio   2   60 

Oregon   1   IS 

Pennsylvania   4   S7 

Rhode  Island   2   51 

So.  Dakota   4   81 

Vermont  >  v        f  4M  3   51* 

Washington       .    2   59 

W.  Virginia   2  33 

Wisconsin   1   29 

Totals   86  .......    .  2,023 
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TABLE  No.  8. 


List  of  Furniture  belonging  to  the  Department  of  the  Commander- in 

Chief  and  Adjutant=General. 


2  Cabinet  Desks. 

1  Letter  File  Case. 

2  Office  Desk  Chairs. 
1  Typewriter  Table. 

1  Letter  Press  and  Stand 

2  Seals. 

National  Commandery  Guidons, 
with  Box. 
1  Case  Embroidered  Corps  Marks. 
1  Book  Case. 


1  Typewriter  Cabinet. 
1  Office  Stool. 
6  Office  Chairs. 
1  Card  Index  Case. 
1  Yost  Typewriter. 
1  Stand  of  Colors. 
1  Headquarters  Trunk 
1  High  Bookkeeper's  Desk 
1  Document  Filing  Case  and  Base. 
Books  of  Record. 


Portraits  of  Merrill,  Abbott,  Griffin,  Webb,  Hall,  Maccabe,  Bandy,  Rnssell 
Rake  and  Darling,  and  group  of  Past  Commanders. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS. 


Youngstown,  Ohio,  Sept.  20th,  1899. 

General  Order, 
No.  6. 
Series  of  1899. 

I.  Having  been  duly  elected  and  installed  Commander-in-Chief, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.,  for  the  ensuing  year  by  the  action  of  the 
18th  Annual  Encampment,  held  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  September  7,  8  and  9 
1899,  command  is  hereby  assumed  and  headquarters  established  at 
Youngstown,  Ohio. 

II.  The  following  officers  were  duly  elected  and  installed  at  the  18th 
Annual  Encampment,  and  will  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly: 

Commander-in-Chief,  A.  W.  JONES,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  A.  L.  SORTOR,  Jr.,  Mason, 
City,  la. 

Junior  Vice  Commander-in  Chief,  Walter  L.  Raynes,  Battle 

Creek,  Mich. 
Council-in-Chief :  G.  B.  Abbott,  Chicago,  111. 

Rev.  W.  J.Patton,  Matinette,  Wis. 

George  Addington,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

III.  Pursuant  to  the  action  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  the  19th 
Annual  Encampment  will  be  held  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  the  date  thereof  to 
be  designated  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  approved  by  Council-in  Chief. 

IV.  G.  B.  Abbott  will  continue  to  act  as  Adjutant  General  until  a 
permanent  appointment  is  determined  upon  and  promulgated. 

V.  The  following-  appointments  on  the  staff  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  are  hereby  promulgated: 

To  be  Inspector  General,  Alf  G  Lloyd,  Sharpsburg,  Pa. 

To  be  Judge  Advocate  General:  F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON,  611  7th  St., 

N.  W.  Washington,  D.  C. 
To  be  Surgeon  General:  Dr.  C.  W.  Staples,  Lyndonville,  Vt. 
Further  appointments  will  be  announced  later. 

VI.  H.  V.  Speelman,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  hereby  detailed  as  Per- 
sonal Aide  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

VII.  Past  Col.  Wm.  G.  Dustin,  of  Dwight,  111,,  is  detailed  as  Special 
Aide  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  assigned  to  duty  as  press  repre- 
sentative for  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  Each  Division  Commander  is 
requested  to  forward,  or  cause  to  be  forwarded,  through  some  designated 
brother,  matter  of  interest  for  publication  from  his  Division,  to  Col 
Dustin,  Editor  of  the  Banner,  official  organ  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
published  at  Dwight,  111. 

VIII.  During  the  recent  Encampment  the  following  brothers  were 
detailed  as  a  committee  on  the  Military  College  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  A.  L.  Sortor,  Jr.,  Mason 
City,  la. 

Past  Colonel  Wm.T.  Church,  Chicago,  111. 

Past  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  GEO.  E.  Cox,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Colonel  W.  A.  Morris,  Redfield,  S.  D. 

Past  Colonel  H.  E.  Cowdin  Rockford,  Michigan. 

IX.  In  order  to  properly  carry  out  and  expedite  the  transaction  of 
official  business,  the  following  should  be  carefulty  observed:  Communi- 
cations to  the  Commander-in-Chief  or  Adjutant  General  to  be  addressed 
to  Youngstown,  Ohio.  All  reports  to  be  addressed  to  G.  B.  Abbott,  Act- 
ing Adjutant  General.  All  remittances  for  charter  fees  and  per  capita 
tax  must  be  sent  to  G  B.  Abbott,  Acting  Adjutant  General,  by  draft  on 
Chicago  or  New  York,  or  post  office  or  express  money  orders  payable  at 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  All  requisitions  for  supplies  and  remittances  there- 
for should  be  sent  to  Quartermaster  General  Fred  E.  Bolton,  947  Tremont 
Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass.,  such  remittances  to  be  made  payable  to  him  by 
draft  on  New  York  or  Boston,  or  post  office  or  express  money  orders  pay- 
able at  Boston,  Mass. 

X.  There  was  no  change  made  in  the  per  capita  tax  for  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief for  the  ensuing  year.  There  was  no  change  adopted 
in  the  ritual. 
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XI.  The  Banner,  published  at  Dwight,  111.,  is  made  the  official  organ 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  all  General  Orders  will  appear  therein. 

XII.  The  Roll  of  honor  of  members  of  the  order  who  served  in  the 
Spanish-American  war  has  been  published  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  Quartermaster  General  ready  for  distribution.  A  sufficient  number 
only  have  been  printed  to  provide  each  brother  whose  name  appears  on 
said  Roll  with  a  copy  thereof,  and  he  will  receive  the  same  direct  upon 
forwarding  six  cents  in  stamps  to  cover  the  necessary  expense  of  mail- 
ing and  postage  to  Quartermaster-General  Fred  E.  Bolton,  947  Tremont 
Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass. 

XIII.  There  still  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster  General 
several  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  17th  Annual  Encamp- 
ment held  at  Omaha,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  those  sending  the  nec- 
essary postage,  ten  cents,  to  the  Quartermaster  General,  until  the  supply 
is  exhausted. 

XIV.  There  were  but  two  changes  made  in  the  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations  at  the  recent  Encampment.  The  first  provides  in  effect 
that  the  Captains  of  Camps  who  permit  their  Camps  to  stand  suspended 
at  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  office,  and  Commanders  of  Divisions 
who  fail  to  make  final  reports  and  pay  per  capita  tax  for  their  respective 
Divisions  for  the  last  quarter  of  their  terms  of  office,  shall  be  deprived  of 
past  rank.  Second,  in  cases  where  a  camp  has  been  suspended  a  Divi- 
sion Commander  may  issue  transfer  cards  to  such  members  as  may  be 
in  good  standing,  permitting  the  incorrigibles  to  remain  suspended. 

XV.  Inspector  General  Alf  G.  Lloyd  is  hereby  ordered  on  dut}'  and 
directed  to  enter  into  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  inspection  of 
Divisions  and  Division  headquarters. 

By  Command  of 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Acting  Adjutant-General. 
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Youngstown,  Ohio,  Nov.  11.  1899. 

General  Order, 
No.  7, 
Series  of  1899  . 

I.  The  following  appointments  on  the  staff  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief  are  hereby  promulgated: 

To  be  Chaplain-in-Chief,  Rev.  J.  E.  Zeiter,  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non, N.  Y.,  with  rank  from  Sept.  9. 

To  be  Adjutant  General,  W.  E.  Baldwin,  of  Youngs- 
town, Ohio,  with  rank  from  Oct.  25. 

To  be  Asst.  Quartermaster  General,  Thomas  J.  Hannon, 
of  Mass.,  with  rank  from  Sept.  9. 

To  be  Aide-de-Camp,  Frank  R.  Handle}',  of  California, 
with  rank  from  Sept.  9. 

Counsel-in-Chief  G.  B.  Abbott  is  hereby  detailed  for  duty 
in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

II.  The  following  details  and  assignments  as  Assistant 
Inspectors  General  have  been  made  by  the  Inspector  General, 
Alfred  G.  Loyd,  and  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
A  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  is  expected 
from  each  member: 


DIVISION . 


ASST.  INSPECTOR  GEN 


Ala.  &  Term. 

California, 

Colorado, 

Connecticut, 

Illinois, 

Gulf, 

Indiana, 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky, 

Maine, 

Maryland, 

Massachusetts, 

Michigan, 

Minnesota, 

Missouri, 

Nebraska. 

New  Hampshire, 

New  Jersey, 

New  York, 

Ohio, 

Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, 

Rhode  Island, 

So.  Dakota, 

Vermont, 

"Washington, 

West  Virginia, 

Wisconsin. 


W .  L.  Friedman, 
Chas.  L.  Pierce, 
B.  G.  Robbins, 
Fred  E.  Bolton, 
Wm.  G.  Dustin, 
Josiah  Gross, 
Alf  G.  Loyd, 
A.  L.  Sortor,  Jr, 
H.  Meade  Lewis, 
A.  E.  B.  Stephens, 
Arthur  M  Soule, 
R.  M.  J  Reed, 

A.  B.  Spink, 
H.  E.  Cowdin, 
Geo.  E.TiDker. 

B.  W.  Frauenthal, 
O.  L.  Salisbury, 
Geo  E,  Leighton, 
John  E.  Sautter, 
Wm  B.  McNulty, 

E.  H.  Archer, 
C  B.  Orai, 
Geo.  H.  Bailey, 
Geo.  E.  Cox, 
Z.  C.  Green, 
JohnE.  Fox, 

F.  W.  Myers, 
Wm.T.  Church, 


BANK. 


ADDRESS. 


Past  Commander 


Q.  M.  General. 
Past  Commander. 

Inspector  General 
Sr.  Vice  C.-in-C. 
Past  Captain, 
Commander 
Past  Commander. 
Past  C.-in-C. 
"  Commander. 


Commander. 
Past  Commander 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
San  Fancisco,  Cal. 
Colo.  Springs,  Colo. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dwight,  111. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Sharpsburg,  Pa 
Mason  City,  Iowa. 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Portland,  Me. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Rockford,  Mich. 
St.  Paul.  Minn. 
St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Omaha,  Neb. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Sharpsburg,  Pa 
Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Columbus,  Ohio. 
Pine,  Oregon 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Brookins,  So.  D. 
Burlington,  Vt. 

Parkershurg,  W.  Va 
Chicago,  111. 


HI.  The  bonds  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the 
Quartermaster  General  have  been  approved  by  and  are  in 
the  custody  of  the  proper  officers. 

IV.  Dispensation  is  hereby  granted  to  such  Divisions 
requiring  the  same,  permitting  an  extension  of  time  for  the 
completion  of  the  current  inspection  of  the  camps. 

V.  Division  Commanders  will  call  attention  of  Camp 
Commanders  to  the  use  of  Form  16  in  making  application 
for  the  war  records  of  the  ancestors  of  applicants  for  mem- 
bership, and  in  the  employment  of  the  same  it  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  procuring  of  the  record  if  all  possible  informa- 
tion pertaining  thereto  is  entered  upon  this  form. 

VI.  Hereafter  the  official  seal  for  camps  will  be  sup- 
plied through  the  department  of  the  Quartermaster  General, 
Fred  E.  Bolton,  917  Tremont  Building,  Boston,  Mass. 
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VII.  It  is  again  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  Divis- 
ion Commanders  to  the  manner  in  which  mustering  officers 
continue  to  prepare  their  reports  in  the  mustering  of  camps. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  Adjutant  General  to  prepare 
charters  correctly  unless  the  names  of  the  mustered  in  the 
mustering  officer's  report  are  very  carefully  and  legibly 
written.  Each  Division  Commander  must  see  that  these 
requests  are  complied  with  before  forwarding  the  report  of 
the  muster  of  a  camp  to  these  headquarters. 

VIII.  The  Division  Commanders  will  see  that  copies  of 
their  Division  Orders  are  sent  to  the  different  officers  of 
their  respective  Divisions  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  W.  R.  C,  Ladies  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  L.  A.  S.  and  D.  V. 

IX.  Patriotic  observation  of  the  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  February  12,  originated  with  the  Order 
of  Sons  of  Veterans,  it  being  especially  designated  by  us  as 
"  Union  Defenders' Day,"  and  in  continuation  of  the  senti- 
ments and  exercises  which  we  are  accustomed  to  indulge  in 
on  that  occasion,  the  attention  of  Camps  is  thus  early 
directed  to  the  coming  event  that  they  may  make  proper 
preparation  therefor.  Before  the  first  day  of  January  a  cir- 
cular will  be  issued  through  the  Department  of  the  Chap- 
lain-in-Chief,  pertaining  to  appropriate  exercises  for  that 
day,  and  every  camp  and  every  member  of  the  order  is  ex- 
pected to  participate  in  these  exercises  and  in  this  connec- 
tion attention  is  called  particularly  to  Article  5,  Page  11,  of 
the  Camp  Constitution  under  the  title  of  "Meetings." 

X.  During  the  session  of  the  recent  Encampment  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief,  much  enthusiasm  was  aroused  by 
the  report  presented  by  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  A. 
L.  Sortor,  Jr.,  in  regard  to  our  proposed  Military  College.  The 
Order  has  attempted  nothing  which  will  redound  as  much 
to  its  glory  and  credit  as  will  the  establishment  of  this  col- 
lege and  the  exertion  of  the  committee  having  the  matter  in 
charge  has  been  rewarded  by  such  generous  encourage- 
ment that  the  means  for  establishing  this  institution  seems 
almost  within  our  grasp  and  by  a  little  exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  membership  at  large,  it  can  easily  become  an  accom- 
plished fact.  Each  member  should  be  willing  to  contribute 
a  small  amount. 

XI.  Division  Commanders  will  note  that  there  has  been 
no  change  made  concerning  the  transaction  of  official  busi- 
ness to  those  Headquarters  from  Section  9  and  General 
Order  No.  6. 

XII.  Complaint  is  made  that  the  Commanders  of  several 
Divisions  are  negligent  in  forwarding  the  General  Orders  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  immediately  on  receipt  of  the 
same,  to  their  respective  camps.  It  is  hoped  that  from  this 
on  there  will  be  no  further  complaint. 

XIII.  This  is  the  time  of  year  when  the  effective  work 
for  the  Camp  must  be  done.  If  each  member  would  bring 
in  just  one  recruit  it  would  double  the  membership  of  the 
Order.  Each  Camp  should  subscribe  for  some  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans paper  and  learn  what  is  going  on  in  the  Order.  Get 
ideas  how  to  make  the  Camp  entertaining,  how  to  get  in  re- 
cruits and  how  to  keep  them.  Michigan  has  its  Messenger, 
Maine  has  the  Sons  of  Veterans  Journal,  Kansas  its  Sun- 
flower Picket,  Iowa  its  Camp  Guard,  and  the  whole  Order 
has  The  Banner,  published  at  Dwight,  111.,  which  is  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Every  Camp  should 
take  at  least  one  of  these  papers,  and  any  individual  would 
get  his  money's  worth  by  subscribing. 
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XIV.  Quartermaster  Sergeants  should  be  reminded  that 
it  is  easier  to  collect  the  dues  of  a  brother  and  save  him 
from  suspension  than  it  is  to  get  him  reinstated  or  secure  a 
new  recruit  to  take  his  place. 

By  command  of 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
W.  E.  Baldwin, 

Adjutant  General, 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

947  TREMONT  BUILDING, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  1, 1899. 

Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard, 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A. 

Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:   I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  report  for  the  term  ending  August  23,  1899: 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
ASSETS:  LIABILITIES: 

Furniture  $  463  44  Due  to  Divisions  $  30.91 

Supplies   1,119.82  Monument  Fund. .. .  20.00 

Cash   1,378.02  Surplus   2,917.91 

Due  from  Divisions   7.54 


Total  $2,968  82        Total  $2,968.82 

The  account  of  profit  and  loss  from  Sept.  14,1898,  to  Aug. 
23,  1899,  is  as  follows: 
LOSSES: 

DR. 

Furniture,  10  per  cent  re- 
duction $  51.49 

Supplies*   243.42 

Salaries   2800.00 

General  Orders   126.60 

Traveling  Expenses... .  301.60 

Office  expenses   1128.27 

General  expenses   411.64 

17th  Annual  Encmp't. .  461.49 
18th  «■  "  ...  34.00 
Balance  net  s:ain   202.62 


GAINS: 

CR. 

Charter  Fees   186.00 

Per  Capita  tax*   4869.01 

Supplies   706.12 


Total  $5761.13 

*Of  this  amount  $213.50  ac- 
count issue  new  rituals  (free). 


Total   $5761.13 

*Of  this  amount$14.80account 
credit  of  $25  extended  by  17th 
Encampment  to  Oregon  Di- 
vision. 
FRED  E.  BOLTON, 

Quartermaster-General. 
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General  Orders  No.  L,  I  Youngstown,  March  30,  1900. 

Series  1900.  ) 

I.  The  Council-in-Chief  having  concurred,  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encamp-, 
ment  of  the  Cornniandery-in-Chief  will  be  convened  in  the  city  of  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
Sept.  11,  12  and  13,  1900. 

II.  The  following  are  detailed  as  the  Committee  on  Transportation:*  Gen. 
Fred  E.  Bolton,  947  Tremont  Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Chairman;  Gen.  R.  M.  J; 
Reed,  32  North  Fifth  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Col.  E.  W.  Estes,  New  York  City, 
N.Y. ;  Col.  Wni.  T.  Church,  79  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago;  Col.  E.  H.  Archer, 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

III.  The  following  committee  is  appointed  upon  Fraternal  Relations  to 
attend  the  Thirty-fourth  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  Auxiliary  Associations,  to  be  held  in  Chicago, 
Aug.  27,  28,  29,  1900,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  being  empowered  to  add 
thereto:  Gen.  Frank  L.  Shepard  of  Chicago,  Chairman;  Senior  Vice-Commander- 
in-Chief  A.  L.  Sortor  of  Iowa;  Past  Commander  C.  G.  Marsh  of  Illinois;  Past 
Commauder  Wm.  H.  Armstrong  of  Indianapolis;  Past  Commander  Wm.  G. 
Dustin  of  Dwight,  111. ;  Past  Commander  Wm.  T.  Church  of  Chicago. 

IV.  Senior  Vice-Commander  Geo,  I.  Butchers  of  Eugene,  has  assumed 
command  of  the  Division  of  Oregon. 

V.  Edward  Gross,  218  Exchange  Place,  New  Orleans,  La.,  has  been  author- 
ized to  assume  command  of  the  Division  of  the  Gulf. 

YI.  The  Camps  of  Syracuse  report  encouraging  progress  in  their  arrange- 
ments for  our  coming  National  Encampment.  Of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
the  Hon.  Adam  C.  Listman  is  Chairman,  Geo.  B.  Cathers  is  Treasurer,  and 
J.  Frank  Durston,  24  White  Memorial  Bldg.,  is  the  Secretary. 

VII.  The  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  called  to  the  following  new 
section  (6)  added  to  Article  IV.,  Chapter  V.,  C,  R.  &  R.,  by  the  Nineteenth 
Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  as  follows :  — 

Section  6.  If  a  Division  Commander  or  a  Camp  Captain  permits  his  Division 
or  Camp  to  be  suspended  and  remain  suspended  until  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  he  is  elected,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  past  rank. 

VIII.  The  Commander-in-Chief  wishes  especially  to  commend  Gen.  Kilpatrick 
Camp  No.  233  of  Easton,  Pa.  It  is  of  this  Camp  that;  Division  Commander  Horn 
is  a  member.  The  Camp  has  a  membership  of  three  hundred  and  forty  in  good 
standing,— a  gain  of  one  hundred  during  the  last  quarter  of  1899,  and  a  net  gain 
for  the  year  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  This  is  a  fine  showing.  There  are 
many  other  Camps  which  could  do  equally  as  well  or  better  if  the  effort  was  made 
to  do  so. 

IX.  It  is  with  regret  that  the  announcement  is  made  of  the  death  of  Past 
Commander  Geo.  E.  Terrill  of  Underhill,  Vermont,  which  occurred  the  28th  of 
last  December.  Brother  Terrill  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  Division,  one  of  its 
earliest  Commanders,  one  of  the  most  faithful  members  of  the  Order  in  New 
England.  The  Division  of  Vermont  sustains  a  serious  loss  in  his  death,  and 
many  of  the  earlier  members  of  the  Order  sadly  join  in  the  grief  at  hia  death. 

X.  The  attention  of  the  Order  generally  is  called  to  a  cut  of  the  Coat-of- 
Arms  being  used  by  many  Camps  and  Divisions  which  is  decidedly  improper.  It 
is  the  Coat-of-Arms  wherein  the  crossed  sabers  are  pointing  downward,  which 
signifies  "of  ignoble  birth."  Wherever  encountered,  members  of  the  Order  are 
requested  to  immediately  destroy  these  spurious  cuts.  The  correct  Coat-of-Arms 
is  described  in  the  Constitution  and  the  points  of  the  crossed  sabers  are  upward, 
like  those  in  the  cut  at  ihe  head  of  this  Order. 
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XI.  From  Division  Orders  received  at  these  Headquarters  it  seems  apparent 
that  the  officers  of  some  Divisions  are  endeavoring  to  compel  commissioned 
officers-elect  of  Camps  to  pay  for  their  respective  commissions.  This  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  action  of  the  Eighteenth  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  which  decreed  that  the  law  is  mandatory  and  that  Division  Commanders 
must  commission  the  commissioned  officers-elect  of  Camps  whether  the  com- 
missions are  purchased  or  not. 

XII.  Division  officers  are  reminded  that  changes  or  additions  in  Division 
by-laws  are  only  effective  after  having  been  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

XIII.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  Division  Commanders- 
elect  and  to  be  elected  are  urged  to  be  especially  careful  in  the  selection  of 
Division  Chaplains.  Wherever  it  is  possible,  a  clergyman  should  be  appointed  to 
that  position,  but  if  none  can  be  found  in  the  Division,  the  appointee  should  be 
not  only  a  man  distinguished  for  his  godliness,  but  of  educational  qualities  suffi- 
ciently high  to  enable  him  to  perform  his  duties  in  a  manner  in  keeping  with  the 
office. 

XIV.  The  following  Divisions  have  held  their  Encampments  and  elected 
Commanders  as  follows:  Frank  J.  Clinton,  47  Washington  St.,  Providence,  E.I. ; 
Robert  Van  Houten,  Sons  of  Veterans  Bldg.,  Paterson,  N.J.;  Lewis  S.  Chapman, 
Derby,  Conn. ;  Fred  E.  Warner,  Salem,  Mass. 

XV.  The  following  Division  Encampments  have  been  announced:  — 

Illinois  at  Jacksonville,  May  2,  3  and  4. 
California  at  San  Francisco,  May  7. 
Pennsylvania  at  New  Castle,  June  11,  12. 
Indiana  at  Elwood,  June  27,  28  and  29. 
Divisions  who  have  not  notified  these  headquarters  of  the  date  and  place  of 
their  coming  respective  Encampments,  should  do  so  at  once. 

XVI.  A  time  has  arrived  in  the  history  of  our  Order  when  we  should  cease 
to  look  upon  ourselves  as  boys  and  assume  the  responsibilities  of  men.  The 
object  should  not  be  to  see  how  cheap  an  Order  we  can  maintain,  but  how  good 
and  grand  we  can  make  it.  The  opportunity  was  never  fairer,  nor  the  prospects 
brighter;  and  we  should  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  which  present  them- 
selves. There  is  a  strong  sentiment  developing  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Eepublic  which  obtains  for  a  closer  relationship  with  us.  The  phenomenal 
encouragement  which  the  idea  of  establishing  a  Military  Memorial  College 
receives,  speaks  volumes  for  our  future,  and  not  among  the  least  of  the  advan- 
tages this  will  bring' us,  will  be  an  opportunity  to  place  organizers  in  the  several 
Divisions  for  the  building  up  of  the  Order.  Our  official  organ,  The  Banner,  pub- 
lished at  Dwight,  111.,  is  doing  splendid  service  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Division  in  its  recent  Encampment  was  clearly  shown,  when  it  authorized 
the  Commander  of  that  Division  to  subscribe  for  a  copy  to  be  sent  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Division  for  three  years.  For  several  years  an  insurance  feature  has 
been  steadily  working  for  the  good  of  the  Order  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
New  York.  Its  management  is  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the 
Order.  The  success  of  the  Division  of  New  Jersey  in  maintaining  its  membership 
with  practically  no  suspensions  for  the  year,  is  contributed  at  these  headquarters 
to  the  fact  that  nearly  every  member  of  that  Division  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  Death  Benefit  Association.  The  Commanders  of  Divisions  and 
members  of  Camps  generally  are  advised  to  inquire  into  the  workings  of  this 
Association.  It  is  for  these  foregoing  reasons,  namely :  the  encouragement  which 
is  surely  coming  to  us  from  the  G.A.R.,  our  Military  College  which  is  going  to 
give  us  a  strong  organizing  force,  the  fraternal  spirit  which  will  be  encouraged  by 
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means  of  our  official  organ,  and  the  means  of  economically  and  safely  providing 
for  a  death  benefit  by  those  who  may  desire  it,  that  the  present  prospects  surely 
seem  bright  to  the  thinking  members. 

XVII.  In  closing  this  rather  lengthy  order,  attention  of  the  members  is 
urgently  called  to  the  near  approach  of  Memorial  Day,  and  active  preparations 
should  be  undertaken  at  once  for  its  observation  in  the  manner  in  keeping  with 
our  principles  and  objects.  The  letter  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  will  follow  this 
order  almost  immediately  and  wherein  this  matter  will  be  brought  to  your 
attention  in  a  fitting  manner  by  your  proper  officer. 

By  command  of  A.  W.  JOKES, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
W.  E.  Baldwin, 

Ad  j  utant-  General . 

CHARTERS  APPROVED. 


Since  last  publication,  application  for  charters  haye  been  approved  and  Camps 
mustered  as  follows:  — 


Aug. 

9 

330 

12 

30 

11 

57 

IS 

19 

23 

172 

it 

30 

37 

Sept. 

1 

12 

14 

147 

tt 

18 

10 

23 

255 

Oct. 

5 

111 

*t 

19 

133 

26 

201 

Nov. 

7 

53 

8 

77 

16 

2 

23 

154 

27 

18 

Dec. 

2 

31 

11 

147 

13 

25 

<  ( 

14 

223 

21 

250 

(1 

25 

227 

1900 

Jan. 

4 

140 

6 

5 

12 

17 

24 

223 

25 

69 

*  i 

27 

25 

Feb. 

1 

403 

1 

19 

( I 

3 

108 

(I 

12 

8 

CI 

12 

6 

i  * 

26 

10 

Mar. 

8 

10 

3 

12 

21 

12 

16 

09 

26 

362 

26 

57 

26 

1 

NO. 


LOCATION. 


Greenup   

Monticello  

Millersburg  

Providence  

Tipton   

Highland  Falls  ... 

Boston  

Stormsberg   

Buclitegl  

Downintown  

Elmwood   

Audenreid  

Geneseo   

Bellwood  

Minnesota  Lake.. 

Fairfield  

Albany   

North  Dixmont. . . 

New  Harbor  

Yale  

Hudson  

Rockland  

Pierpont  

Wappinger's  Falls 

Peru  

Artesian  

Thomaston  

Buffalo  

New  York  City.  . . 
Bruceton  Mills. . . . 

Iloopeston  

Savannah   

Lexington   

Stowe  

Waterville  

Long  Beach   

Everett  

New  York  City  

San  Diego  

Bellcvue   

Pembroke  

Rockville   

Madison  

Phoenix   


DIVISION. 


43  Camps. 


Illinois  

New  York  

Indiana  

Rhode  Island  . . . 

Indiana  

New  York  

Massachusetts  .  . 

Nebraska  

Ohio  

Pennsylvania  

Illinois  

Pennsylvania  — 

New  York  

Pennsylvania  

Minnesota  

Nebraska  

New  York  

Maine  

Maine  

Illinois  

South  Dakota  

New  York  

Michigan   

New  York  

Indiana  

South  Dakota  

Connecticut  

New  York  

New  YorU  

W.  Virginia  

Illinois  

Georgia  

Illinois  

Vermont  

Vermont  

California  

Washington  

New  York  

California  

Ohio  

Massachusetts  . . . 

Indiana   

So.  Dakota  

Rliode  Island  

1003  Members 
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Youngstown,  Ohio,  July  28,  1900. 
General  Orders,  No.  2,  ) 
Series  1900.  \ 

I.  The  P-W  and  C.  lor  the  current  term  has  been  for- 
warded to  all  Divisions  which  have  reported  for  the  quarter 
ending  March  31,  1900. 

II.  The  Quartermaster  General  has  distributed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  18th  Annual  Encampment  (Detroit)  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  of  the  Council-in-Chief. 

III.  Past  Commanders  Theo.  A.  Barton,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  John  R.  Neeley,  of  Illinois,  are  hereby  added  to 
the  committee  on  Fraternal  relations  to  visit  the  G.  A.  R. 
encampment  in  Chicago  the  last  week  in  August.  This 
committee  will  enjoy  the  courtesy  of  the  Military  College 
committee,  which  will  establish  headquarters  in  Room  235, 
Palmer  House,  Chicago,  and  all  members  of  the  order  and 
their  friends  (especially  their  fathers  and  mothers)  are  in- 
vited to  visit  these  committees  during  the  G.  A.  R.  encamp- 
ment. National  headquarters  of  the  W.  R.  C.  will  be  estab- 
lished in  Parlor  W  of  the  Palmer  House  and  Sons  of  Veter- 
ans have  been  invited  to  call  by  the  National  President, 
Mrs.  Harriet  J.  Bodge. 

IV.  Commanders  of  Divisions  are  again  reminded  that 
remittances  to  the  Quartermaster  General  must  be  in  the 
form  of  New  York  or  Boston  draft,  Postal  money  order  or 
express  order,  and  that  NO  other  form  wile  be  ac- 
cepted. 

V.  Division  Commanders  are  given  until  the  20th  of 
August  to  forward  their  consolidated  Adjutant's  reports  to 
these  headquarters,  but  they  must  be  in  by  that  time.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  Commanders  will  make  an  extra  effort  to 
get  in  reports  from  the  diliatory  camps.  New  blank  forms 
(37  and  38)  have  been  issued  by  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral, and  Division  officers  will  use  only  these  new  forms 
hereafter  in  making  reports. 

VI.  The  Military  College  committee  has  met  with  won- 
derful success  in  advancing  the  interests  of  our  great  un- 
dertaking— our  Military  Memorial  College,  yet  there  is  time 
to  get  in  a  few  more  pledges  before  the  National  encamp- 
ment. Brothers  who  have  not  yet  sent  in  their  pledges  of 
at  least  one  dollar  a  year,  should  do  so  without  delay. 

VII.  It  is  a  satisfaction  and  a  pleasure  to  announce, 
that  one  of  the  last  acts  of  Congress  before  adjournment  was 
the  passing  of  a  joint  resolution,  donating  to  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  a  captured  Spanish  cannon  from  which  the  medals 
are  to  be  made  for  those  members  of  the  Order  who  served 
in  the  Spanish- American  war.  It  required  nearly  a  year  of 
persevering  work  to  secure  this  donation,  and  special  credit 
is  due  Judge  Advocate  General  Johnson  for  his  ceaseless 
labor  in  this  matter.  The  medal  will  be  of  bronze,  similar 
to  the  Past  Division  Commander's  silver  cross,  with  appro- 
priate lettering  on  the  revise  3ide.  This  medal  will  be 
known  as  the  "Bronze  war  service  cross."  and  only  those 
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whose  title  to  wear  the  same  is  unquestionably  established, 
will  be  permitted  1o  secure  one.  Each  cross  will  be  num- 
bered and  a  certificate  signed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief 
under  the  seal  of  the  Commandery,  will  accompany  the  dec- 
oration. Our  law  provides  that  the  crosses  "phall  be  carried 
in  stock  by  the  Quarter-Master  General."  The  price  of  the 
cross  including  the  certificate  will  be  one  dollar.  Requisi- 
tions for  crosses  can  be  made  by  Division  Commanders  on 
the  request  of  camps  or  individual  members  through  the 
camp  officers.  It  is  recommended  and  urged  that  camps 
purchase  these  crosses  for  their  respective  members,  en- 
titled to  receive  them,  and  confer  or  presentthem  uponsome 
public  occasion,  inviting  the  G.  A.  R.,  W.  R.  C,  L.  A.  S.,  and 
kindred  societies  to  be  present.  The  application  for  a  cross 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  the  Army  or  Naval 
service  of  the  applicant,  authenticated  by  his  commanding 
officer  or  other  evidence  of  honorable  service,  and  a  state- 
ment from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  camp  that  the 
brother  is  at  the  time  in  good  standing  in  the  Order,  and 
also  by  the  price  of  the  cross.  Dropped  and  suspended 
members  are  not  entitled  to  receive  the  cross,  but  any  per- 
sor  otherwise  entitled  to  the  cross,  may  be  permitted  to  se- 
cure one  on  acquiring  membership  in  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

VIII.  The  Order  is  reminded  that  the  Nineteenth  An- 
nual Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  will  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Syracuse.  N.  Y.,  Sept.  11,  12  and  13.  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Staff  will  be  established 
at  the  Yates  House.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  encamp- 
ment will  be  very  largely  attended  and  the  entertainment 
which  our  Syracuse  brothers  will  provide  will  be  all  we  can 
reasonably  ask.  The  first  session  of  the  Encampment 
will  open  promptly  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
of  September.    The  following  hotel  rates  are  given: 

Yates  House,  (American  plan)  1st  and  2d  floor  $5  per  dajr 
with  bath. 

1st  and  2d  floor  $1  per  day  without  bath. 

3d,  4th  aud  5th  floors  $4  with  bath. 

3d,  4th  and  5th  floors  $3.50  without  bath. 

Discount  of  fifty  cents  per  day  where  two  occupy  the 
same  room. 

The  Globe,  (American  plan)  $2.50,  $3  and  $3.50  per  day. 

The  Vanderbilt,  (American  plan)  $2.50  without  bath,  $3 
and  $3  50  with  bath. 

The  Empire,  (American  plan)  $2  per  day. 

The  committee  on  transportation  reports  that  Trunk 
Line  Association  and  the  New  England  Passenger  Associa- 
tion have  granted  a  fare  and  one-third  rate  round  trip,  and 
the  Central  and  Western  Associations  will  probably  grant 
the  same. 

By  command  of 

A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
W.  E.  Baldwin, 

Adjutant  General. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 
947  TREMONT  BUILDING, 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  1, 1900. 

Gen.  A.  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chief.  S.  V.,  U.  S  A. 

Youngstown,  Ohio. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother:    I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  report  for  the  term  commencing  September  7,  1899  and 
ending  March  31, 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


DR. 

Cash  on  hand  as  per 

last  report  $1378  02 

Rec'd  for  supplies         1701  58 

P.  C.  tax   2180  18 

Charter  Fees   84  00 

Expense  fund  Military 

College   84  15 

Miscellaneous   3  56 


CR. 

Paid  for  supplies  in- 
cl'd'g  cost  of  ship'g.$1308  58 

Office  expenses   483  52 

General  expenses   624  25 

Traveling  expenses.. .    103  62 

Salaries   1700  00 

General  orders   67  00 

18th  Encampment          631  54 

On   acc't    exp.  fund 
Military  college. .. .     73  75 

Miscellaneous   7  54 

Cash  on  hand    431  69 


$5431  49 


$5431  49 


March  31st,  1900  supplies  on  hand,  as  per  inventory,  $1439.26. 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  MARCH  31,  1900. 


ASSETS: 

Furniture   $  463  44 

Supplies   1439  26 

Cash   431  69 

Various  divisions   122  45 


LIABILITIES: 

Various  divisions. .  .$     29  70 

Monument  fund   20  00 

Exp.  fund  mil.  college  10  40 
Surplus   2396  74 


$2456  84  .   $2456  84 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT,  MARCH  31,  1900. 
LOSSES:  GAINS: 


General  orders. 


67  00   Charter  fees   $   84  00 


Salaries   1700  00 

Office  expenses   483  52 

General  expenses!....  624  25 
Traveling  expenses...  103  62 
18th  Fncampment   631  54 


Per  capita  tax   2180  18 

Supplies  (profit)   824  58 

Balance  (net  loss)   521  17 


$3609  93 


$3609  93 
FRED  E.  BOLTON, 

Quartermaster  General 
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General  Order,  Youngstown,  23,  Ohio,  Aug-.  1900. 

No.  3, 
Series  1900. 

I.  The  members  of  the  order  are  cautioned  against  one 
Samuel  I.  Miller,  who  represents  himself  to  be  a  member  of 
Camp  223,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.    He  is  an  imposter. 

II.  The  attention  of  Division  Commanders  is  directed  to 
Sees.  5  and  6,  Art.  XI,  page  65,  C.  R.  &  R.  and  also  to  Sec.  3, 
Art.  II,  chapter  V,  page  51. 

III.  These  headquarters  and  the  offices  of  the  Adjutant 
and  Quarter-Master  Generals  will  ciose  August  25,  and  will 
open  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  incoming  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

IV.  The  Council-in-Chief  will  convene  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 
Sept.  10,  1900,  at  the  Yates  House,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
room  of  the  chairman  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  auditing 
the  accounts  of  the  Adjutant  General  and  Quarter-Master 
General,  and  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may 
come  before  it. 

V.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  NineteenthEncampment  to 
convene  in  Syracuse  will  prove  not  only  a  grand  reunion,  but 
one  of  the  most  important  held  by  the  order  in  several  years, 
and  every  one  should  attend  if  possible.  The  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  party  will  leave  Cleveland,  O.,  via  the  L.  S.  & 
M.  S.,  3  p.  m.  Sept.  9,  remaining  over  night  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
with  headquarters  at  the  Iroquois.  Will  leave  Buffalo  Sept. 
10,  8:10  a.  m.  via  the  N.  Y.  Central,  arriving  at  Syracuse,  12:15 
noon.  Those  who  can  so  arrange  it,  are  invited  to  join  his 
party. 

VI.  Unless  unexpected  circumstances  arise,  this  will  be 
the  closing  order  of  this  administration,  and  in  surrender- 
ing command,  the  Commander-in-Chief  desires  to  express 
his  appreciation  of  the  honor  he  has  received  and  to  return 
thanks  for  the  courteous  and  kind  treatment  from  each  and 
all  during  the  last  year.      By  command  of 

Offieal:  A.  W.  JONES, 

W.  E.  Baldwin,  Commander-in-Chief. 
Adjutant  GeneraL 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

947  TREMONT  BUILDING, 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  20,  1900. 

Gen.  A.  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chief.  S.  V.,  U.  S  A. 

Youngstown,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:   I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  report  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1900: 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


DR. 

Cash  on  hand  as  per 

last  report  $  431  69 

Rec'dfor  supplies....  1031  30 

P.  C.  tax   1146  12 

Charter  Fees   52  00 

Expense  fund  Military 

College   19  67 

National  Military  Col- 
lege Fund   110  CO 

Miscelleanous   05 


CR. 

Paid  for  supplies  in- 

cl'd'g  cost  of  ship'g.$  668  91 

Office  expenses   194  23 

General  expenses   86 

Traveling  expenses.. .  86  49 

Salaries   750  00 

General  orders   10  50 

On   acc't    exp.  fund 

Military  college ....  26  00 

18th  Encampment. ...  391  85 

19th  Encampment. ...  11  00 

Miscellaneous   1  54 

Cash  on  hand    649  45 


$2790  83 


$2790  83 


June  30th,  1900,  Supplies  on  hand,  as  per  inventory,  $1576.93. 
GENERAL  ACCOUNT,  JUNE  30,  1900. 


ASSETS: 

Furniture  $  463  44 

Supplies   1576  93 

Cash   649  45 

Various  divisions          156  78 


LIABILITIES: 


17  48 
20  00 
4  07 


Various  divisions 
Monument  fund... 
Exp.  fund  mil.  college 
National  Military  Col- 
lege Fund   110  00 

Surplus   2695  05 


$2846  60  $2846  60 

PROFIT   AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT,  JUNE  30,  1900. 
LOSSES:  GAINS: 


General  orders  $  10  50 

Salaries   750  00 

Office  expenses   194  23 

General  expenses   86 

Traveling  expenses...  86  49 

18th  Fncampment   391  85 

19th  Encampment   11  00 

Balance  (net  gain)   298  31 


Charter  fees  $   52  00 

Per  capita  tax   1146  12 

Supplies  (profit)   545  12 


$1743  24 


$1743  24 

FRED  E.  BOLTON, 

Quartermaster  General 
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CHARTERS  APPROVED. 


Since  last  publication,  application  for  charters  have 
been  approved  and  camps  mustered  as  follows: 


DATE. 
1900 

Mar.  27. 
Apr.  2. 
"  7. 
"  11. 
"  11. 
"  11. 
"  16. 
"  17. 
20. 
9. 


May 


NO. 

404. 
24. 

290. 

15. 

72. 
228. 

33. 

24. 
4. 


LOCATION. 


DIVISION. 


No.  OF 
APPLICANTS. 

  22 

  20 


9.  405. 

9.  406. 

14.  1. 

15.  118. 
15.  13. 


4. 
3. 
224. 

50. 
29. 
2. 

31. 
5. 
16. 

8. 
10. 
363. 


Albany  Illinois  

Wyatt  West  Virginia   

Flora  Oregon   18 

Peoria  Iowa  15 

Rochester   New  York   32 

Shrewsbury  Massachusetts    22 

North  Tonawanda. New  York   13 

Peterboro  New  Hampshire   17 

Arroyo  Grande  California   .24 

Danvers  Massachuseti.3   2^ 

Jacksonville  Illinois  ,   58 

Roseville  Illinois   8>* 

Prairie  City  Missouri   18 

Suffern  New  York...   20 

Fair  Haven  Vermont..   17 

Kenosha  Wisconsin...   29 

Brookino-s  South  Dakota.   17 


"  26. 
June  1. 
2. 
4. 
9. 

"  11. 
"  12. 
June  14. 
"  18. 
"  20. 
July  6. 
"  12. 
"  12. 
"  12. 
"  12. 

"     12.    116.    Union  City  Michigan. 

"     16.     32.   Braintree  Massachusetts  

"     26.     11.    Wyoming  Illinois  

"     26.     15.    Washington,  Illinois  

Aug.  13.     12.    Hingham  Massachusetts... 


  30 

  20 

  47 

  22 

  21 

......  36 

  24 

  29 

  29 

 ,  28 

  22 

  21 

21.    Morgan  City,  La  Gulf   18 


Amsterdam  New  York  

Lawrence  Nebraska  

Lewistown  Illinois  , 

Philadelphia  Pennsylvania.  . 

Areola  Illinois  

Rockford  Washington  . . . 

Southbridge  Massachusetts. 

Gibson  City  Illinois  

NewBritian  Connectic  tit . . .  . 

Arthur  Illinois  

Aledo  Illinois  

Brazil  Indiana  


19 
24 
25 
18 
47 


35  Camps. 


Applicants,  892 
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SPECIAL  ORDEKS. 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  ) 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  ] 
Youngstown,  0.,  Sept.  14,  1899 

Special  Order  No.  1. 

The  following  designated  member  of  the  Order  having  been  duly  appointed 
Inspector-General  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  you  are  directed 
and  authorized  to  install  the  same  at  such  time  and  place  as  you  and  he  may 
mutually  agree  upon,  reporting  your  acts  in  compliance  herewith  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General :  Alf  G.  Lloyd  of  Camp  No.  139,  Sharpsburg,  Division  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

By  command  of  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 
To  Col.  H.  H.  Rebele,  Allegheny,  Pa. 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  ^ 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  j 
Youngstown,  0.,  Jan.  16,  1900. 

Special  Order  No.  2. 

I.  Elmer  Hardest?,  Commander  of  the  Division  of  Oregon,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
not  being  in  good  standing  in  the  Order,  having  left  the  Division  for  an  indefi- 
nite period,  and  having  failed  to  make  the  required  reports  to  these  head- 
quarters, he  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  said  Division  of  Oregon. 

II.  Commander  Hardesty  having  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
Division  of  Oregon,  Senior  Vice-Commander  George  I.  Butchers  of  Eugene,  is 
hereby  ordered  to  assume  command  of  said  Division,  with  full  powers  of  a 
Division  Commander.  He  is  authorized  to  make  such  changes  in  the  Division 
Staff  as  in  his  opiuion  the  good  of  the  Order  requires,  and  this  will  be  his 
authority  for  so  doing. 

By  command  of  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  \ 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  / 
Youngstown,  O.,  Eeb.  9,  1900. 

Special  Order  No.  3. 

The  charter  of  the  following  named  Camp  is  hereby  annulled  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Division  Commander,  it  appearing  that  said  Camp  has 
failed  to  make  reports  and  pay  per  capita  tax  for  three  quarters  last  passed. 
The  Division  Commander  will  proceed  to  secure  the  Camp  and  Division  prop- 
erty, in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  &  Regulations  of  the  Order, 
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issuino-  transfer  cards  to  such  members  as  may  be  in  good  standing  on  the 
records  of  the  Camp,  if  any  there  be:  Gen.  I.  S.  Catlin  Camp  No.  3,  Division 
of  New  York,  located  at  Richford,  N.Y. 

By  command  of  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 

To  Col.  Ralph  Sheldon,  Commanding  Division  of  New  York,  S.V.,  U.S.A., 
Albany,  N.Y. 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  \ 
Sons  oe  Veterans,  U.S.A.  j 
Youngstown,  O.,  March  10,  1900. 

Special  Order  No.  4. 

I.  For  failure  to  file  a  bond  and  for  gross  neglect  of  all  the  duties  of  his 
office,  C.  W.  Dale  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Division  of  the 
Golf,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 

II.  Edward  Gross  of  New  Orleans  is  hereby  ordered  on  duty,  and  is 
authorized  and  empowered  to  assume  the  duties  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Division  of  the  Gulf,  S.V.,  U.S  A.  He  is  empowered  to  make  such  changes  in 
the  Division  Staff  as  the  good  of  the  Order  requires. 

III.  C.  W.  Dale  is  ordered  to  turn  over  to  Edward  Gross  all  of  the  funds, 
books,  records  and  the  other  property  of  the  Division  in  his  possession,  making 
a  full  accounting  since  assuming  command,  to  said  Gross. 

By  command  of  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official  :  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  \ 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  J 
Youngstown,  0.,  June  5,  1900. 

Special  Order  No.  5. 

The  following  named  officer  is  hereby  detailed  to  duty  as  Special  Aide  and 
Inspector  for  the  Divisions  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  S.V.,  U.S.A.  He  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Division  and  Camp  officers  and  members  are  requested  to  extend  to  him 
every  courtesy  and  facility  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  will  report  direct  to  the  Adjutant-General :  Past  Commander  Harry  T. 
Moore  of  California. 

;By  command  of  A.  W.  JONES, 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant-General . 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  \ 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  j 

Youngstown,  O.,  July  6,  1900. 

Special  Order  No.  6. 

I  It  appearing  that  the  Division  of  Oregon  has  practically  disintegrated 
and  become  disbanded  for  the  purpose  of  again  creating  a  healthy  Division,  the 
following  named  officer  is  ordered  on  duty  as  Provisional  Division  Commander, 
with  all  the  powers  of  a  Commander  to  appoint  and  remove  such  Division  Staff 
officers  as  the  good  of  the  Order  may  require.  He  will  be  respected  and  obeyed 
as  such:  Capt.  C.  B.  Orai  of  Pine,  Ore. 
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II.  The  recent  Division  officers  of  the  Division  of  Oregon  will  forward  to 
Commander  Orai  all  the  property  of  the  Division  in  their  possession,  taking 
his  receipt  therefore.    This  Order  to  take  effect  from  sight. 

By  command  of  A  W.  JONES, 

Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 
G.  B.  Abbott, 

Acting  Adjutant-General . 


Headquarters  Commandery-in-Chief,  \ 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.  / 
Youngstown,  O.,  July  30,  1900. 

Special  Order  No.  7. 

To  Col.  Ralph  Sheldon, 

Commanding  Division  of  New  York,  S.V.,  USA. 

Greeting :  — 

Whereas  :  Charles  H.  E.  Moran  was  elected  Commander  of  the  Division 
of  New  York,  at  the  recent  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment,  and  was  installed 
on  the  28th  day  of  June,  1900,  but  has  failed  to  qualify  by  giving  bond  as 
required  by  the  C,  It.  &  R.,  and  by  thus  failing  to  qualify,  he  has  never  suc- 
ceeded to  said  office,  and 

Whereas  :  At  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  said  Division  of  New 
York  for  1899,  you  was  elected,  installed  and  qualified  to  serve  for  the  term  of 
one  year  or  "  until  your  successor  was  regularly  elected,  installed  and  qualified," 
it  follows  that  you  are  and  will  be  the  Commander  of  said  Division  of  New  York, 
until  a  successor  has  been  legally  elected,  installed  and  qualified. 

Now  Therefore:  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me,  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  S.V.,  U.S.A.,  I  do  hereby  direct  you  as  Commander 
of  said  Division  of  New  York,  to  issue  an  order  convening  the  Division  Council 
of  said  Division  of  New  York,  in  pursuance  of  Section  4,  Article  IV.,  and  Sec- 
tion 7,  Article  V.,  Chapter  III.  (Division  Constitution),  C,  R  &  R.,  for  the 
election  of  a  Commander  of  said  Division  of  New  York,  and  this  will  be  your 
authority  for  so  doing. 

ASAHEL  W.  JONES, 
Official :  Commander-in-Chiefs 
G  B.  Abbott, 

.    Acting  Adjutant- General. 
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CIRCULAR  LETTERS. 


Department  of  Chaplain-in-Chief, 

SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.S.A. 


Mt.  Vernon,  N.Y.,  Jan.  1,  1900. 

Circular  No.  2.  ) 
1900.  J 

Mt  Dear  Brothers:  "  Union  Defenders'  Day,"— "  Lincoln  Day"— and  in 
a  very  peculiar,  but  still  extremely  befitting  sense,  "Sons  of  Veterans'  Day," 
again  demands  the  attention  of  our  Order. 

Those  sacred  seasons  which  have  been  set  apart  and  dedicated  by  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  and  kindred  organizations  for  the  purpose  of  special  observance,  should 
be  considered  not  simply  as  holidays,  but  most  sincerely  as  holy  days.  We  ear- 
nestly hope  and  pray  that  every  Brother  in  our  society  may  be  constrained  to 
render  unto  these  days  and  to  memories  and  instructions  of  these  days  that 
degree  of  respect  and  reverence  which  they  so  well  deserve.  Especially  may  this 
be  true  in  reference  to  the  particular  day  to  which  this  letter  calls  your  attention. 
Special  observation  of  February  12,  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  America's 
greatest  son,  Abraham  Lincoln,  had  its  beginning  in  the  Order  of  Sons  of 
Veterans.  Hence  there  rests  upon  us,  more  than  on  any  other,  the  sacred 
responsibility  of  seeing  that  the  day  is  properly  observed. 

But  why  this  celebration?  Why  these  great  demonstrations?  Why  call  into 
action  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization  for  this  occasion?  What  means  the 
day  and  what  is  its  object?  In  the  name  that  we  have  given  it  and  the  associa- 
tions that  cluster  about  it  you  can  find  the  answers  to  the  questions.  But  in  a 
fuller,  clearer  response  let  me  suggest  a  few  thoughts. 

First.  Our  notice  and  demonstration  is  a  memorial  to  the  greatest  man  to 
whom  this  land  has  given  birth.  We  cannot  add  to  his  honor  or  glory  by  such  a 
memorial,  but  we  can  most  certainly  win  for  ourselves  much  good  by  appropriating 
the  day  in  part  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  life  and  character  of  "  The  First 
American."  His  was  a  noble  life  and  he  was  a  noble  man,  a  Christian  gentleman, 
possessed  of  unbounded  faith  in  the  Supreme  Providence,  of  deep-seated  confi- 
dence in  mankind  and  of  an  unfaltering  belief  in  the  final  success  of  the  right. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  parts  sublimely  knit  together,  the  whole  composing  a  life  of 
such  magnificence  as  to  place  it  on  a  plane  which  is  reached  by  few.  A  character, 
the  study  of  which  is  worth  the  time  and  attention  of  the  busiest  student.  A  life, 
the  emulation  of  which  is  indeed  to  be  commended. 

Second.  By  it  we  commemorate  the  mighty  deeds,  the  lofty  examples, 
the  sterling  worth  and  the  laudable  self-sacrifice  of  the  men  who  offered  them- 
selves on  the  altar  of  love  during  that  trying  period  of  our  nation's  life,  1801-1865. 
Far  be  it  from  us  to  fail  to  remember  the  heroes,  living  or  dead,  who  willingly 
thre*w  themselves  into  the  terrible  struggle  in  order  to  sustain  the  honor,  unity 
and  integrity  of  our  country,  or  that  we  should  hesitate  to  appreciate  all  that  their 
example  and  their  deeds  have  done  for  us.  Nay,  nay;  we  enumerate  their  names, 
their  deeds  and  their  worth  on  an  imperishable  scroll  and  in  immortal  letters,  and 
raise  the  record  to  a  place  of  prominence  so  that  even  "he  who  runs  may  read." 

Third.  But  above  all  we  give  this  day  special  recognition,  in  order  that  we 
may  have  untrammeled  and  unburdened  opportunity  to  study  in  theory,  in  history 
and  in  prophecy  those  sublime  principles  which  have  made  our  country  the 
mightiest  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Patriotism,  liberty,  union  and  the 
lesser  lights  which  hover  about  these,  have  been  the  guiding  stars  in  the  onward 
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movement  of  our  beloved  country,  and  it  was  fidelity  to  these  elements  that  made 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  co-laborers  the  valuable  men  they  were.  And  it  was 
undying  love  for  these  principles  that  has  immortalized  their  names  and  records. 

Brothers,  let  us  cleave  to  the  old  paths  and  by  the  proper  use  of  these  special 
days  in  our  calendar  let  us  impress  more  clearly  in  our  own  minds  and  hearts  and 
instill  more  definitely  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  those  about  us  the  great  truths 
and  ends  for  which  we  stand. 

Feb.  12,  1900,  falls  on  Monday.  Wherever  practicable  we  would  suggest 
that  arrangements  be  made  with  one  of  your  local  churches  to  hold  a  religious 
service  on  the  Sunday  evening  preceding.  As  a  rule  you  will  find  the  clergymen 
of  all  denominations  ready  to  co-operate  with  you.  Let  the  Brothers  attend  the 
religious  service  in  a  body.  God  has  wonderfully  blessed  and  preserved  our 
nation,  and  we  who  stand  for  the  integrity  of  the  land  should  be  the  first  to  recog- 
nize the  Providence  of  the  Almighty  and  in  a  public  and  united  way  render  praise 
and  thanksgiving  to  Him  for  His  munificence. 

On  Monday  let  appropriate  patriotic  exercises  be  held.  We  would  advise  that 
in  cities  Camps  unite  for  the  purpose  of  large  demonstration.  Counties  might 
find  the  same  plan  practical  and  helpful.  Let  your  programs  be  full,  interesting 
and  instructive.  See  that  the  name  of  at  least  one  member  of  our  Order  be  found 
among  those  who  are  to  take  prominent  part  in  the  exercises.  In  this  way  we  will 
help  to  develop  some  of  the  high  talent  that  now  lies  dormant. 

One  subject  which  we  are  likely  to  forget  or  overlook  ought  certainly  to  have 
a  place  on  the  program  and  a  part  in  your  meeting.  I  refer  to  our  proposed 
u  National  Military  College."  The  original  thought  of  this  college  had  its  birth  in 
patriotism;  its  foundation  will  be  in  patriotism,  its  support  from  patriotism  —  the 
result  of  its  work  will  be  increased  patriotism  in  the  land.  It  is  proper  to  give 
this  movement  place  in  the  Lincoln  Day  exercises,  for  in  common  parlance  the 
institution  will  be  known  as  Lincoln  College. 

We  have  written  to  you  at  length  —  the  issue  is  in  your  hands  —  the  trust  is 
yours.  We  sincerely  hope  that  under  Providence  you  may  each  have  a  part  in 
making  "Union  Defenders'  Day"  in  1900  a  source  of  continual  blessing  to  our 
Order,  yea,  more  than  that  —  to  our  land.    I  remain, 

Tours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

Rev.  JOHN  E.  ZEITER, 

Chaplain-in-Chief. 


Youngstown,  O.,  Jan.  3,  1900. 

Approved. 

In  connection  with  the  observation  on  "Union  Defenders'  Day,"  each  Camp 
and  each  individual  Brother  is  urged  to  make  some  offering,  be  it  ever  so  small, 
for  the  founding  of  our  Military  College. 

A.  W.  JONES. 

Official :  Commander-in-Chief. 
W.  E.  Baldwin, 

Adjutanl-General. 
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[ONE  COPY  TO  BE  GIVEN  EACH  DIVISION  AND  CAMP  CHAPLAIN.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF 

SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.  S.  A. 


Circular  )  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  April  22nd,  1.900 

No.  3  \ 

To  the  Division  and  Camp  Chaplains  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A.: 

My  Dear  Brothers  :— The  honor  attached  to  the  office  into  which 
you  and  I  have  been  installed  is  indeed  one  to  be  appreciated,  but  we  must 
not  allow  our  sense  of  appreciation  to  hide  from  our  view  the  weight  of 
responsibility  which  accompanies  the  honor. 

Our  Divisions  and  our  Camps  have  Dot,  for  the  most  part,  reached 
the  highest  standard  attainable,  nor  can  they  be  expected  to  do  so  until 
every  integral  part  of  the  organization  shall  have  reached  the  highest  level 
possible.  All  officers  are  chiefly  interested  in  the  department  with  which 
they  are  connected.  To  you  and  me  the  department  of  the  Chaplaincy 
should  present  itself  as  the  most  important  section  of  our  organization.  To 
its  work  we  ought  to  give  our  time,  efforts  and  energy.  Many  of  the  evils 
which  infest  and  beset  our  order  can  be  overthrown  if  we  are  true  to  our 
trust. 

Not  every  man  is  competent  to  fill  the  Chaplain's  chair.  It  is  not 
sufficient  that  a  man  be  possessed  of  enough  intellectual  ability  to  enable 
him  to  commit  to  memory  and  deliver  the  ritualistic  work  that  falls  to  the 
Chaplain — almost  any  brother  has  this  power.  A  brother  who  aspires  to 
the  Chaplaincy  shouid  be  a  man  of  clean  life,  pure  thoughts,  and  one  given 
to  prayer.  Brothers,  we  have  been  ushered  into  what  I  consider  a  holy 
office.  Your  relation  to  the  members  of  your  Division  or  Camp  is  in  some 
sense  similar  to  that  which  a  clergyman  sustains  to  his  church  members. 
In  your  Division  or  Camp  you  are  the  representative  of  the  Supreme 
Ruler.  I  fear  we  don't  always  remember  this.  If  we  lack  the  qualifica- 
tions which  the  office  demands,  we  ought  to  do  one  of  two  things — qualify 
or  resign  ;  for  only  when  we  are  prepared  for  battle  have  we  license  to  look 
for  victory. 

The  C.  R.  and  R.  but  partly  define  the  duties  of  a  Chaplain.  When 
you  have  obeyed  the  specified  demands,  you  ought  to  look  around  for  some 
other  work  to  do — there  is  plenty  of  work  which  needs  your  attention.  As 
you  have  opportunity,  we  would  suggest  that  you  lay  stress  on  the  follow- 
ing topics  and  do  what  you  can  to  bring  about  a  better  condition  of  affairs 
along  these  lines: 

1.  Teach  the  brothers  to  respect  their  uniforms.  As  men  they  are 
free  to  speak  and  act  as  they  choo-e,  but  when  dressed  in  the  uniform  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  wearing  our  badge,  they  are  under  obligations 
to  our  order  and  to  every  member  thereof. 

2.  Instruct  the  brothers  as  to  the  desirability  of  having  the  Camp 
rooms  properly  located.  Too  many  Camps  have  headquarters  in  question- 
able places.  The  location  of  a  meeting  room  often  determines  the  success 
of  a  Camp,  and  not  infrequently  the  character  of  the  membership. 

3.  Use  your  influence  to  keep  the  membership  "clean."  Oppose  the 
mustering  in  of  men  who  will  be  a  disgrace  to  the  order.  We  ought  to  be 
more  interested  in  the  "quality"  of  our  members  than  any  other  men  in 
our  order.  Camps  have  been  destroyed  and  obliged  to  surrender  their 
charters  simply  because  the  "obnoxious"  elements  rushed  in  were  too 
weighty  for  them  to  carry. 

My  dear  Chaplains,  if  we  are  faithful  and  sincere  in  the  performance 
of  our  work,  we  can  do  more  for  the  Sons  of  Veterans  than  any  other  de- 
partment in  the  organization.  Let  us  work  hand  in  hand,  shoulder  to 
shoulder.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  all  Chaplains,  and  shall  welcome 
any  suggestions  that  will  tend  to  make  the  work  of  this  department  more 
efficient.  Fraternally  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

Approved  :  JOHN  E.  ZEITER, 

A.  W.  Jones,  Chaplain-in-Chief 
Commander-in-Chief,  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A. 
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[TO  BE  READ  IN  CAMP,  AND  ONE  COPY  PLACED  ON  FILE.] 

Department  of  Chaplain-in-Chief 

SONS  OF  VETERANS,  U.  S.  A. 


Circular  )  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  May  1st,  1900. 

No.  4  \ 

Dear  Brothers  and  Comrades: — With  a  spirit  of  deepest  respect 
and  sincere  reverence  we  approach  the  yearly  monumental  epoch  of 
American  patriotism — Memorial  Day. 

We  note,  with  regret,  the  apparent  indifference  with  which  the  peo- 
ple of  our  land  greet  this  sacred  day,  and  earnestly  hope  that  the  time  is 
not  far  hence  when  a  baptism  of  appreciation  for  the  labors  and  sacrifices 
of  the  Saviors  of  our  Nation  shall  come  upon  every  individual  who  lives 
under  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Memorial  Day  has  lost  much  of  its  influence  and  its  power  as  a  com- 
memorating force  is  fast  slipping  away.  Carelessness  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  naturally  its  defenders  has  had  much  to  do  in  bringing  about  this 
state  of  affairs.  However  we  cannot  afford  to  spend  time  speculating  as  to 
causes  or  casting  reflections.  We  must  deal  with  conditions  as  we  find 
them.  The  question  of  moment,  the  problem  to  be  solved  is — How  shall 
we  gain  lost  ground  ?  How  shall  we  rescue  the  day  from  its  perilous  posi- 
tion in  the  mind  of  the  American  public  ? 

This  is  a  matter  that  should  interest  us  as  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  Sons  of  Veterans.  We  are  ordained  leaders — ordained  by  the 
blood  of  our  fathers — to  awaken  the  dormant  feeling  of  the  land  and  to 
guide  the  Israel  of  American  patriotism  from  the  "house  of  bondage1' 
through  the  wilderness  into  the  "land  of  loyalty."  My  brothers,  we  can't 
afford  to  fall  short  of  this  high  calling,  and  we  must  not.  If  you  will  con- 
tinually remember  what  Memorial  Day  signifies;  if  you  will  labor  to  sup- 
port your  understanding  and  work  out  your  convictions;  if  you  will 
earnestly  and  actively  consecrate  yourselves  to  the  support  of  the  noble 
principles  which  Memorial  Day  commemorates,  you  will  become  powerful 
agents  for  giving  thoughts  on  patriotism  the  place  they  deserve  in  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  for  winning  for  the  memory  of  the  defenders  and  preservers  of 
our  nation  the  homage  that  is  due,  and  potent  factors  for  the  salvation  of 
the  holy  day.  There  is  no  more  decisive  way  of  winning  people  to  our 
cause  by  demonstrating  to  them  by  our  words  and  actions  that  we  believe 
in  and  honor  it. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  Son  of  a  Veteran  will  be  found  in  his  place  on 
Memorial  Day.  Let  every  camp  and  every  member  thereof  gather  in 
memorial  service.  Unite  with  the  G.  A.  R.  and  other  patriotic  organiza- 
tions who  aim  to  celebrate  the  day  and  let  the  demonstrations  be  of  a  type 
and  character  that  will  win  the  respect,  approbation  and  admiration  of  all 
worthy  citizens.  My  brothers,  do  hot  forget  that  much  depends  on  the 
individual,  therefore  let  every  brother  guard  himself — let  your  conduct  be 
above  reproach,  of  a  kind  that  will  be  an  honor  to  your  camp  and  order. 

March  to  the  cemeteries  and  place  tokens  of  love  and  esteem  on  the 
graves  of  those  whose  memory  the  day  revives,  at  the  same  time  failing 
not  to  remember,  in  spirit  honor,  those  whose  bodies  sleep  in  unknown 
and  unmarked  places  and  graves — perchance  far  from  all  earthly  friends. 

Go  to  the  aged,  infirm  veterans,  the  more  so  if  they  suffer  under  the 
burdens  of  life — to  their  widows  and  orphans — and  others  of  their  relatives 
who  need  you,  carrying  to  them  words  of  cheer  and  comfort  and  supplying 
their  temporal  needs. 

Remember  the  God  of  Grace  who  has  never  ceased  to  prosper  these 
United  States,  and  give  Him  the  service,  worship  and  praise  which  are 
His  by  right.  If  we  are  foremost  among  nations,  it  is  because  of  His 
providence.  Remember  this,  and  while  we  honor  those  on  earth  who  are 
deserving  of  our  praise  and  admiration,  do  not  fail  to  honor  Him  who  is 
the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  P.,  C.  and  L., 
Approved:  JOHN  E.  ZEITER, 

A.  W.  Jones,  Chaplain-in-Chief. 
Commander-in-Chief  S.  V.,  U.  S.  A. 
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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE    ON  TRANSPORTATION. 


(Circular  No.  5.) 

Gen.  A.  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chief. 

The  committee  to  arrange  for  transportation  to  the  Nineteenth  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Commanclery-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  their  application  for  reduced  rates  has  been  favorably  acted  upon 
by  the  following  railway  associations,  and  tbat  all  officers,  delegates  and  friends, 
of  both  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  and  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  attending  the 
meeting  of  either  organization  at  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  September  11,  12  and  13,  are 
entitled  to  the  advantages  thereof,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  said  railway 
associations.    The  rate  applies  over  the  territory  named  hereafter :  — 

TRUNK  LINE  ASSOCIATION. 

Territory  —  From  Niagara  Falls,  Buffalo,  Dunkirk  and  Salamanca,  N.Y. ,  Erie 
and  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Bellaire,  O.,  Wheeling,  Parkersburg  and  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
and  points  east  thereof,  except  in  New  England. 

Rate  —  One  fare  and  one-third.    Certificate  plan. 


CENT)! AL  PASSENGER  ASSOCIATION. 

Territory  —  From  Buffalo,  Pittsburg  and  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  on  the  east  to 
Chicago  and  St.  Louis  on  the  west. 

Rate  —  One  fare  and  one  third.    Certificate  plan. 

WESTERN  PASSENGER  ASSOCIATION. 

Territory  —  West  of  Chicago  and  St.  Louis. 
Rate  — One  fare  and  one-third.    Certificate  plan. 

NEW  ENGLAND  PASSENGER  ASSOCIATION. 

Territory  —  East  of  New  York  State  and  Lake  Champlain. 
Rate  —  One  fare  and  one-third. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

For  the  benefit  and  guidance  of  those  procuring  tickets  the  following  is 
published :  — 

1.  Tickets  are  purchased  at  full  fare  going,  and  may  be  secured,  not  earlier 
than  September  7,  and  not  later  than  September  12.  Be  sure  tbat,  when  purchas- 
ing your  going  ticket,  you  request  a  certificate,  (do  not  make  the  mistake 
OF  asking  for  a  receipt.) 
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2.  Present  yourself  at  the  station  for  purchase  of  ticket  and  certificate  at 
least  thirty  minutes  before  departure  of  train.  This  will  allow  time  for  making 
out  of  certificate.  Make  inquiry  some  day  in  advance  of  your  leaving,  to  ascertain 
if  through  tickets  to  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  are  kept  at  your  station.  If  not,  try  to 
arrange  to  have  them  secured  for  you,  or  in  the  event  they  are  not  obtainable 
locally,  find  out  at  what  station  en  route  they  can  be  obtained,  write  to  agent  at 
that  station  stating  you  will  want  ticket  and  certificate,  purchase  a  local  ticket 
from  your  home  thence,  and  secure  your  ticket  for  the  balance  of  the  trip  at  that 
point. 

3.  On  arrival  at  the  Encampment,  at  once  present  your  certificate  to  your 
Division  Commander,  or  the  Quartermaster-General.  A  special  agent,  represent- 
ing the  associations  granting  the  reduced  rate,  will  be  present  on  September  12, 
to  validate  certificates.  All  certificates  must  be  viseed  on  that  date  to  enable  the 
owner  to  secure  reduced  rates  returning.  If  you  leave  for  home  prior  to  September 
12,  or  arrive  later  than  that  date,  your  certificate  cannot  be  validated.  It  is 
therefore  important  that  special  attention  be  paid  to  this  matter  and  that  certifi- 
cates are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  officer  on  the  date  named. 

4.  After  certificates  have  been  found  correct  and  validated,  present  them  at 
the  ticket  office  of  the  same  railroad  over  which  the  going  journey  was  made,  and 
upon  payment  of  one-third  of  the  amount  of  regular  fare,  returning  ticket  will  be 
issued. 

Certificates  entitle  the  holder  to  remain  at  the  place  of  meeting  three  (3)  days 
after  close  of  Encampment,  or  until  September  17,  when  continuous  passage  to 
destination  must  be  made. 

5.  Certificates  are  not  transferable,  must  be  signed  by  purchaser  when  going 
ticket  is  issued,  and  signed  again  when  returning  ticket  is  secured.  Without  the 
signatures  also  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  Special  Agent  of  the  railway 
associations,  certificates  are  worthless,  therefore  do  not  either  lose,  transfer, 
misplace  or  change  certificate  in  any  manner. 

Failure  to  procure  certificate  will  mean  a  loss  of  the  privilege  of  reduced 
rates,  and  payment  of  full  fare  on  the  returning  trip. 

Fked  E.  Bolton, 
R.  M.  J.  Reed, 
E.  W.  Estes, 
W.  T.  Church, 
E.  H.  Akcher, 
Committee  on  Transportation. 

Approved : 

A.  W.  Jones,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Attest : 

W.  E.  Baldwin,  Adjutant-General. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief :  You  will  listen  to  the  report  of  the 
Quartermaster-General. 

Quartermaster-General  Bolton  read  his  report  as  follows :  — 


REPORT  OF  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 

Gen.  A.  W.  Jones,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  business 
transactions  of  this  Department  for  the  term  ending  Aug.  31,  1900. 

Beport  Supplemental  to  Report  to  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment. 


Cash  on  hand,  as  shown  by  report  $1,378  02 

Received  for  per  capita  tax   5  62 

"       "   charter  fees     .    .    .   6  00 

"       "   miscellaneous   2  65 

  $1,392  29' 

Paid  for  office  expenses  ...    17  48 

"    "    general  expenses   ...  7  25 

"    "    salaries   200  00' 

"    "    expenses  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment    .    .        612  14 

  836  87 

Cash  on  hand  at  beginning  of  administration     ....  555  42 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  from  Sept.  14,  1899,  to  Aug.  31,  1900. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand  at  beginning  of  administration      ....       $555  42 

Received  for  supplies  $3,406  80 

"       "   per  capita  tax  4,351  32 

"       "    charter  fees   166  00 

"       11    expense  fund   Military  College 

Committee   103  82 

"    National  Military  College  fund  .        110  00 

"       "    miscellaneous   1  26 

  $8,139  20 

Total  cash  receipts   $S,694  62 


EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  En- 
campment in  addition  to  those  paid  by  the 
preceding  administration  :  — 

W.  S.  Garber   $19  40 

Proceedings   391  85 

  $411  25 

Travelling  expenses  : 

Commander-in-Chief   $14  50 

Acting  Adjutant-General   129  47 

Quartermaster-General   46  14 

  190  11 

Amounts  carried  forward   ,$601  36  $8,694  62 
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Amounts  brought  forward   $601  36  $8,694  62 

Supplies  : 

Badges  and  decorations   $1,396  88 

Camp  and  Division  supplies   649  98 

Cost  of  shipping   96  62 

Insurance   16  20 

Wrapping  paper,  etc   4  60 


Office  expenses  : 


2,164  28 


$140 

00 

369 

62 

Light  and  toilet  supplies,  Q.M. -General  . 

23 

46 

Telegrams  and  express,  Commandery 

30 

22 

"          "        "       Q.M. -General 

4 

27 

Postage,  Commandery  

130 

99 

Q.M. -General   

27 

00 

Stationery,  all  National  Officers  .... 

49 

60 

27 

20 

10 

50 

General  expenses  : 

Moving  Commandery  Headquarters     .    .  $43  91 

"Roll  of  Honor"   492  06 

Gold  Star,  Commander-in-Chief      .    .    .  150  00 
"      11      Past  Commander-in-Chief 

R.  M.  J.  Reed   50  00 

Instructions  to  Assistant  Inspectors,  and 

Spanish-American  War  Service  Blanks.  21  18 

Freight  and  teaming,  bronze  cannon   .    .  10  59 

Financial  relation  blanks   8  96 

Password  and  countersign   2  00 

Miscellaneous   1  75 


$812  86 


$780  45 


Salaries   2,875  00 

General  Orders   139  50 

Expense  Fund  Military  College  Committee     .....  99  75 

Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment   11  00 

Miscellaneous     ...    10  75 

Total  expenditures   $7,494  95 


Balance  cash  on  hand   1,199  67 


Supplies  on  hand,  inventoried  at  cost   $1,363  30 


The  financial  condition  of  the  Commandery- in-Chief  on  Aug.  23, 
1899,  was  as  follows:  — 

General  Account  Aug.  23,  1899. 

ASSETS.  LIABILITIES. 

Dr.  Cr. 

Furniture  $463  44  Due  to  Divisions  ....       $30  91 

Supplies                                1,119  82  Monument  Fund    ....        20  00 

Cash   1,378  02     Surplus  2,917  91 

Dne  from  Divisions  ...  7  54 


$2,968  82  $2,968  82 
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The  financial  condition  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  at  the  close 
of  business  Aug.  31,  1900,  is  as  follows  :  — 


General  Account,  Aug.  31,  1900. 


ASSETS. 

LIABILITIES. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

$417  10 

Due  to  Divisions  .... 

$17  32 

1,363  30 

Monument  Fund  .... 

20  00 

Cash  

1,199  67 

Expense  Fund,  Military  Col- 

Due from  Divisions  .  . 

10  65 

lege  Committee  .    .    .  . 

4  07 

National  Military  College 

Fund  

110  00 

2,839  33 

1 

52,990  72 

$2,990  72 

The  account  of  Profit  and  Loss  from  Sept.  14,  1899,  to  Aug.  31, 

1900,  is  as  follows  :  — 

Profit  and  Loss 

,  Sept.  14, 

1899,  to  Aug.  31,  1900. 

LOSSES. 

GAINS. 

Furniture  (10%  reduction)  . 

$46  34 

f  Per  Capita  tax  .... 

$4,362  48 

*  Supplies  

71  10 

Charter  fees  

166  00 

Salaries  

2,875  00 

1,555  80 

General  Orders  .... 

139  50 

Travelling  expenses  .    .  . 

190  11 

Office  expenses  .... 

S12  86 

General  expenses  .... 

780  45 

Eighteenth  Encampment 

411  25 

Nineteenth  Encampment 

11  00 

Balance  (net  gain) 

746  67 

$6,084  28 

$6,084  28 

*Of  this  amount  $60.98  on  account  of  obsolete  forms,  free  exchange  and  supplies 
furnished  Cornmandery. 

t  Of  this  amount  $11.16  account  credit  Oregon  Division,  voted  by  Seventeenth 
Encampment. 

A  comparison  of  these  figures,  with  those  presented  in  the  report 
of  last  year,  bring  out  these  interesting  facts.  This  year  the  total 
cash  receipts  are  less  by  $193.45  ;  the  total  expenditures  have  also  been 
less  to  the  amount  of  $350.56. 

A  decrease  of  $517.49  is  shown  in  the  receipts  for  per  capita  tax 
and  of  $20.00  for  charter  fees.  The  natural  result  has  been  in  the 
reduction  of  the  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  the  amount  being  $1,199.67 
as  compared  to  $1,378.08  last  year,  a  difference  of  $178.35. 

The  losses  are  directly  attributable  to  the  falling  off  in  the  income 
for  per  capita  tax,  and  were  it  not  for  the  gains  made  in  this  depart- 
ment, the  financial  showing  would  be  even  less  favorable. 

The  profits  from  the  sale  of  supplies  for  this  term  are  greater  by 
$849.08  than  those  of  last  year,  and  at  the  same  time  we  show  a  stock 
on  hand  valued  at  $243.48  more  than  at  that  time. 
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This  is  satisfactory,  and  but  serves  to  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of 
the  last  Encampment  in  placing  all  supplies  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  organization,  thereby  gaining  new  sources  of  revenue. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  National  officers  of  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society,  whereby  the  Commandery  now  furnishes  to  that 
organization  its  particular  badges  and  decorations,  at  a  price  consider- 
ably less  than  they  have  heretofore  paid,  and  a  small  profit  to  the 
Commandery. 

The  special  decoration  for  brothers  serving  in  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can war  has  been  prepared,  and  officially  designated  as  the  Bronze  Ser- 
vice-Cross. The  badge  is  made  of  metal  from  a  captured  Spanish 
cannon  donated  by  Act  of  Congress.  An  engraved  certificate  of  suita- 
ble design  has  also  been  prepared  to  accompany  the  badge,  and 
together,  their  possession  by  our  brave  brothers  will  be  a  pleasing 
reminder  both  of  faithful  service  rendered  to  their  country,  and  of  the 
pride  of  the  Order  in  them  individually,  made  manifest  by  this  distinct 
and  honorable  decoration,  the  wearing  of  which  is  confined  exclusively 
to  those  rendering  service  in  time  of  war. 

Divisions  are  indebted  in  the  following  amounts:  Gulf,  $6.87; 
Oregon,  $3.77. 

The  following  Divisions  have  balances  to  their  credit :  Alabama 
and  Tennessee,  $0.15  ;  Colorado,  $1.52;  Connecticut,  $0.62  ;  Illinois, 
$1.55;  Iowa,  $1.05;  Maine,  $0.73;  Michigan,  $0.75;  Minnesota, 
$0.45;  Missouri,  $0.27;  Nebraska,  $0.52;  New  Hampshire,  $0.17; 
Ohio,  $3.02;  Pennsylvania,  $5.00;  Rhode  Island,  $0.17;  Washington, 
$0.12;  West  Virginia,  $0.01;  Wisconsin,  $1.22. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  Divisions  of  the  Gulf  and  Washington 
are  in  arrears,  for  per  capita  tax,  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1900. 

Bonds,  duly  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  have  been 
received  and  filed,  from  the  Commanders  of  all  Divisions,  with  the 
exception  of  Colorado,  Gulf  and  Oregon. 

In  accordance  with  the  authorization  of  the  Eighteenth  Encamp- 
ment voluntary  contributions  have  been  received  and  placed  to  tbe 
credit  of  the  Expense  Fund  of  the  National  Military  College  Committee. 
Disbursements  have  been  made  when  sanctioned  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee.    An  accounting  of  this  fund  is  hereby  given  :  — 

Statement  of  Receipts  unci  Expenditures,  in  connection  with  the  Expense  Fund 
of  the  National  Military  College  Committee. 

Dr. 

  $50  00 

  18  00 

  17  75 

.......  14  00 


Paid  .- 

The  Banner  . 
Printing  : 

Wra.  G.  Dnstin 

Times-Herald  \ 
Globe-Gazette  J 
Travel : 

John  E.  Zeiter 


Cash  on  hand 


4  07 

  $103  82 
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Cr. 

Received  by  contributions  from  : 

R.  M.  Smith  •   $  50 

O.  R.  Stevens    2  00 

Hon.  J.  M.  Thurston   1  00 

Camp       Hartford,  Conn   2  00 

"    114,  Mason  City,  Iowa                                ...  5  95 

90,  Fall  River,  Mass   1  00 

"    100,  Chicago,  111   10  00 

"     27,  Creston,  O   1  00 

"     30,  Terre  Haute,  III.   1  00 

"     57,  Kankakee,  111   2  00 

m    105,  Lincoln,  111.   1  00 

M     70,  Dixon,  111   1  00 

Mass.  Division  Encampment  ....    37  20 

Camp  15,  Colorado  Springs,  Col   10  00 

"    400,  Freeport,  111   1  00 

"    224,  Duncausville,  Pa.    .    .   1  00 

"     17,  Brockton,  Mass   3  00 

40,  Ithaca,  N.Y   3  50  • 

"     65,  Athol,  Mass   1  75 

Illinois  Division  Encampment .    .                                 .  17  92 

  $103  82 


Attention  is  respectfully  directed  to  the  item  of  $110.00  credited  to 
the  National  Military  College  Fund,  which  originated  from  contribu- 
tions of  $100.00  received  from  the  Department  of  Illinois,  Woman's 
Relief  Corps,  through  the  Illinois  Division,  aud  of  $10.00  from  Past 
Division  Commander  J.  Howard  Heine  of  the  Nebraska  Division. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  courtesies 
and  kindness  extended  to  me  by  all  officers  of  the  Commandery  and  the 
several  Divisions.  No  controversy  or  friction  has  arisen,  making  the 
year  one  of  pleasurable  service  and  typical  of  the  true  fraternity  of  our 
grand  organization. 

I  am  especially  obligated  to  our  distinguished  Commander-in-Chief 
and  to  General  Abbott  for  their  kindly  encouragement  and  geuerous 
friendship. 

To  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  Hannon  my  score  of  indebted- 
ness, already  large,  has  been  increased  by  his  faithful  and  valuable 
services. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  E.  BOLTON, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Reports  without  debate. 

Addenda.  The  Military  College  Committee  received  and  ex- 
pended, in  addition  to  the  amounts  accounted  for  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General  in  the  above  statement  relative  to  the  "Expenses  Fund,"  the 
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following  sums,  which  are  given  herewith  that  proper  mention  may  be 
made  of  the  contributors  :  — 

Supplemental  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  in  connection  with  the 
Expense  Fund  of  the  National  Military  College  Committee,  received  and 
expended  by  the  Committee  in  addition  to  the  amounts  reported  by  the  Quarter- 


master-General. 

Dr. 

Printing  and  Advertising : 

Wm.  G.  Dustin,  acct.  The  Banner,  and  printing    .    .        $63  00 

H.  E.  Cowdin   20  00 

Will  A.  Brown   20  00 

Mason  City  Republican   ....  16  25 

Travel : 

G.  B.  Abbott   35  00 

Wm.  T.  Churcb     .   28  00 

Stenographer  and  postage   33  68 

  $215  93 

Cr. 

Received  by  contributions  from  : 

By  transfer  of  contributions  of  Woman's  Relief 
Corps  of  the  Department  of  Illinois,  from  the 

College  Fund  to  the  Expense  Fund   $100  00 

Michigan  Division   44  08 

Pennsylvania  Division   32  85 

Iowa  Division   21  00 

A.  L  Sortor,  Jr   10  00 

New  York  Division   8  00 

  215  93 


(Approved)       A.  L.  SORTOR,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  General  Abbott  will  read  the  report  of 
the  Inspector-General. 

The  report  of  Inspector-General  Loyd  was  then  read  by  General 
Abbott,  as  follows  :  — 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 

Si-iarpsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  10,  1900. 

W.  E.  Baldwin, 

Adjutant- General,  S.V.,  U.S.A. 
i     Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  Inspector-General 
for  the  present  term. 

Upon  assuming  the  duties  of  office  I  was  requested  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  prepare  and  submit  a  new  form  for  the  Inspection 
blank,  and  in  connection  with  this  work  I  sent  out  at  once  a  Circular 
Letter,  addressed  to  each  Division  Commander  and  to  a  number  of  the 
active  members  of  the  Order,  asking  for  advice  and  suggestions  relative 
to  the  new  form.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  replies  received  to  this  letter 
were  very  few  in  number,  and  to  those  who  did  reply  I  desire  to  express 
my  thanks. 

As  the  time  for  the  preparation  of  the  new  blank  was  limited,  I 
was  unable  to  give  the  work  the  consideration  it  merited.    On  Sept. 
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25,  1899,  I  submitted  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  five  different  forms, 
and  after  careful  consideration,  and  with  the  advice  and  counsel  of 
Gen.  G.  B.  Abbott,  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  present  form.  On  Oct. 
5,  1899,  the  proofs  of  this  form  were  returned  to  the  printer,  and  if 
there  was  any  cause  for  delay  in  the  inspections  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
this  Department. 

The  most  important  feature  of  the  new  blank,  in  our  estimation,  is, 
that  it  makes  no  distinction  in  the  ranking  questions  between  equipped 
and  uniformed  Camps,  and  Camps  that  are  not  equipped.  With  the 
present  blank  every  Camp  in  the  Order  has  an  equal  chance  to  secure  a 
good  rating. 

In  this  blank  thirty-five  per  cent  is  given  to  ritualistic  work  ;  thirty- 
five  per  cent  to  the  clerical  work  and  records  of  the  Camp;  fifteen  per 
cent  to  its  patriotic  work ;  ten  per  cent  to  its  equipment ;  and  five  per 
cent  to  attendance  at  inspection. 

A  new  question  concerning  the  patriotic  work  of  the  Camp  was 
added,  namely,  Question  12  :  lt  Does  the  Camp  hold  patriotic  meetings 
monthly?  "  and  the  object  of  this  question  was  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Camps  to  the  constitutional  requirements  concerning  patriotic  meet- 
ings, and  to  stir  up  interest  in  a  feature  of  our  work  that  had  been  much 
neglected. 

In  the  Circular  of  Instructions  issued  to  Division  and  Assistant 
Inspectors  a  full  explanation  of  the  new  form  was  given,  and  explana- 
tory details  regarding  the  markings  were  included.  Two  additional 
Circular  Letters  were  sent  to  each  Division  Inspector,  and  two  Circular 
Letters  to  each  Assistant  Inspector-General. 

An  immense  amount  of  correspondence  was  necessary  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  Department,  and  we  desire  to  state  that  every  letter  received 
was  promptly  answered  and  all  reports  acknowledged. 

One  of  the  most  discouraging  features  of  our  work  was  the  fact 
that  many  Division  Commanders  and  Inspectors  failed  to  reply  or  in 
any  way  notice  the  courteous  letters  sent  them,  and  in  a  number  of 
Divisions  we  have  not  been  able  to  hear  from  the  Division  Inspectors 
in  any  way. 

SPANISH  WAR  RECORDS. 

Ill  connection  with  the  inspection  an  effort  was  made  to  obtain  a 
correct  and  complete  list  of  the  members  of  the  Order  who  served  in 
the  Spanish-American  War,  and  in  most  of  the  Divisions  the  results 
were  very  satisfactory.  The  most  complete  and  satisfactory  report  on 
this  subject  was  received  from  the  Division  of  California.  The  Divi- 
sions of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Michigan  paid  but  little  attention  to 
this  request,  and  their  reports  on  this  important  feature  are  very  incom- 
plete. The  Division  of  New  York  failed  to  render  any  report  on  this 
subject. 

INSPECTION  OF  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS. 

In  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Inspectors-General  we  depended 
largely  upon  the  advice  of  Gen.  G  B.  Abbott,  whose  experience  and 
acquaintance  with  the  Order  at  large  is  responsible  for  the  satisfactory 
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results  of  this  feature  of  our  work.  The  Assistant  Inspectors-General 
in  all  cases  performed  their  duty  in  a  conscientious  and  able  manner, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  Order  are  due  them  for  the  personal  and  pecuniary 
sacrifices  they  made  in  carrying  out  their  part  of  the  work. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster- 
General  were  not  inspected  as  it  was  deemed  advisable  not  to  incur  any 
expense  for  this  purpose. 

Some  of  the  Divisions  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  Constitution 
in  several  particulars,  and  we  trust  that  the  incoming  administration 
will  see  that  these  faults  are  at  once  corrected.  In  exhibit  "  A  "  attached 
to  this  report,  we  give  a  complete  consolidation  of  the  reports  of  the 
Assistant  Inspectors-General  in  tabulated  form,  and  we  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  following  statistics  as  matters  of  general  interest :  — 

There  are  twenty-nine  Divisions  in  the  Order  and  the  headquarters 
of  every  Division  was  inspected.  The  following  Divisions  have  no 
By-Laws :  Iowa,  Colorado,  Kansas,  Oregon,  Wisconsin  and  the  Gulf. 
The  following  Divisions  have  no  record  of  proceedings  of  the  Council 
and  of  Division  Encampments  :  Michigan,  Kansas,  Kentucky  and  the 
Gulf. 

The  Divisions  of  Kansas  and  the  Gulf  have  no  register  of  members. 

The  Division  of  the  Gulf  has  no  roster  of  officers. 

The  Division  of  Oregon  has  no  record  of  dispensations  issued. 

The  Division  of  Kansas  does  not  keep  an  Adjutant's  cash  book. 

The  Divisions  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Gulf  have  no  cash  book. 

The  following  Divisions  do  not  keep  a  ledger :  Nebraska,  Minne- 
sota, Wisconsin  and  the  Gulf. 

The  Quartermaster  does  not  keep  an  account  with  Camps  in  the 
Divisions  of  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  the  Gulf. 

The  following  Divisions  have  failed  to  forward  reports  :  Oregon, 
West  Virginia  and  the  Gulf. 

Division  accounts  are  not  accurately  kept  in  the  Division  of  the 
Gulf. 

The  following  Divisions  are  in  debt  for  the  amounts  stated  :  South 
Dakota,  $35.00;  Iowa,  $75.00;  Indiana,  $250.00;  Michigan,  $110.00; 
Kansas,  $263.46  ;  Oregon,  $37.90  ;  Missouri,  $1 52.60  ;  West  Virginia, 
$5.25.    Total  debt  of  all  Divisions,  $929.21.' 

The  total  amount  in  the  Division  treasuries  is  $2,839.27.  Average, 
$97.90. 

The  total  value  of  supplies  on  hand  is  $1,249.89.  These  supplies 
are  all  of  current  issue. 

The  Division  Commander  of  Minnesota  is  bonded  for  $500.00. 
The  Division  Commanders  of  South  Dakota,  Colorado  and  Wisconsin 
are  bonded  for  $1,000.00.  The  following  Division  Commanders  have 
not  given  bond :  Kentucky,  California,  Oregon,  Washington  and  the 
Gulf.    The  other  Division  Commanders  are  legally  bonded. 

The  Division  Quartermasters  of  South  Dakota,  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin  have  given  bond  for  $500.00.  In  the  following  Divisions 
the  Quartermasters  have  given  no  bond  :  Kentucky',  Oregon,  West  Vir- 
ginia and  the  Gulf.  The  Quartermasters  of  all  other  Divisions  have 
given  a  legal  bond  as  required  by  the  C,  R.  &  R. 


76 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  ENCAMPMENT. 


Division  Quartermasters  and  Adjutants  are  paid  salaries  in  twenty 
Divisions.    In  nine  Divisions  no  salaries  are  paid  these  officers. 

27,105  members  are  reported  in  good  standing  in  the  various 
Divisions.  The  following  Divisions  are  so  weak  numerically  that  it 
might  be  advisable  to  effect  their  consolidation  with  other  adjacent 
Divisions  :  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  135  members  ;  Colorado,  68  mem- 
bers; Kentucky,  78  members;  Oregon,  106  members;  West  Virginia, 
168  members;  and  the  Gulf,  125  members. 

There  are  945  Camps  in  the  Order,  and  the  average  membership  is 

The  statistics  relative  to  the  number  of  Camps  organized  and  dis- 
banded are  not  given  from  many  Divisions  owing  to  the  records  being 
lost  or  imperfectly  kept. 

There  were  292  Camps  suspended  during  the  past  year,  which  is 
about  thirty  per  cent  of  the  entire  number  of  Camps  in  the  Order. 

Eighteen  Divisions  have  rendered  some  service  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  during  the  past  year,  and  eleven  Divisions  have  not 
done  so. 

Field  days  were  held  by  the  Divisions  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Minnesota. 

Correspondence  is  not  promptly  attended  to  in  the  Divisions  of 
Oregon  and  the  Gulf. 

The  General  Orders  of  the  Commanclery-in-Chief  are  promptly  for- 
warded to  Camps  in  all  Divisions. 

Camp  requisitions  are  not  promptly  filled  in  the  Division  of  the 
Gulf. 

Division  Commanders  do  not  correspond  with  or  issue  circulars  of 
information  to  G.A.R.  Posts  in  the  Divisions  of  Iowa,  Alabama  and 
Tennessee,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  the  Gulf. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Order 
in  all  Divisions  except  South  Dakota  and  Indiana. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society  is  established  as  an  organization  in  seven- 
teen Divisions,  and  in  all  cases  it  is  of  advantage  to  the  Order.  This 
Society  is  not  established  in  twelve  Divisions. 

The  military  feature  predominates  in  eleven  Divisions,  and  the 
social  feature  in  eighteen  Divisions. 

The  average  charter  fee  is  $17.00. 

The  total  cost  of  the  inspection  of  Division  headquarters  was  $71.46, 
an  average  of  $2.46£  for  each  Division. 

Seventeen  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors-General  made  no  charge  for 
their  services  or  expenses. 

The  reports  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors-General  furnish  the  fol- 
lowing additional  information  of  the  condition  of  the  Order. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

"  The  officers  are  working  under  difficulties.  Colonel  Morris  took  com- 
mand with  a  debt  of  -nearly  $100  and  with  only  about  145  members  in  good 
standing,  but  they  are  working  hard  and  deserve  commendation." 

(Signed)       Z   C  GREEN, 

Assistant  Inspector-  General . 
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IOWA. 

"  I  find  a  shrinkage  of  membership  from  about  2,000  in  1896  to  490  at  this 
time  and  believe  that  a  large  portion  of  this  is  due  to  the  Spanish-American 
■war,  but  that  equally  as  large  a  loss  is  chargeable  to  the  failure  of  sentiment 
alone  to  appeal  to  the  practical  nature  of  man." 

(Signed)       A.  L.  SORTOR,  Jr  , 

Assistant  Inspector- General. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

"  I  desire  especially  to  commend  the  Division  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster 
for  the  systematic  and  careful  manner  of  conducting  the  business  of  their 
respective  departments.  The  records  are  all  complete  and  well  kept  and  the 
business  of  the  Division  is  promptly  attended  to.  No  fault  or  errors  of  any 
kind  could  be  detected." 

(Signed)       JOHN  E.  SAUTTER, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

ILLINOIS. 

11  The  Division  is  in  excellent  condition.  The  record  card  system  has 
recently  been  adopted,  and  will  prove  of  much  practical  benefit.  The  G.A.R., 
W.R.C.  and  L.A.S.  are  on  excellent  terms  with  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  they 
meet  together  in  State  Encampments  with  the  best  results." 

(Signed)       WM.  G.  DUSTIN, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

INDIANA. 

"  The  affairs  of  this  Division  have  been  badly  managed  for  several  years 
but  present  Commander  and  Staff  are  to  be  commended  for  their  efforts  to  build 
up  the  Division  and  correct  the  errors  of  past  administrations  The  outlook  at 
present  is  promising  "  (Signed)       ALERED  G.  LOYD, 

Inspector-General. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

"  Commander  Carpenter  and  officers  and  staff,  are  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  Order  and  Division.  The  Division  headquarters  are  conveniently 
located  in  the  center  of  the  city  and  are  open  evenings  to  members  of  the  Order 
and  the  visitor's  book  shows  many  visits  by  members  The  books  of  the 
Division  are  in  excellent  condition."  (Signed)       GEO  E.  COX, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

KANSAS. 

"  It  is  thought  advisable  to  suggest  that  a  book  for  the  records  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Division  Council  and  one  for  the  proceedings  of  Division 
Encampments  be  prepared  by  inserting  all  that  is  now  on  manuscript  and 
which  are  not  a  permanent  record.  We  recommend  that  a  roll  of  members  of 
the  Division  be  prepared  at  once.  The  officers  of  the  Division  have  been  much 
handicapped  by  being  in  separate  towns,  and  the  business  of  the  Division  has 
been  retarded  for  the  same  reason."  (Signed)       H.  M.  LEWIS, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

NEW  YORK. 

"  The  Commander  is  allowed  $400  for  organization  purposes.  The  early 
records  of  the  Division  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  Division  is  in  excellent 
condition,  the  books  and  records  are  splendidly  kept  and  the  Headquarters  are 
up  to  date  in  every  respect  "  (Signed)       W.  B.  McNULTY, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

KENTUCKY. 

"As  there  are  only  five  Camps  in  good  standing  in  the  Division,  the 
duties  of  the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  are  not  very  burdensome  and  the 
books  are  therefore  exact  and  correct.  The  bond  of  the  Division  Commander 
was  not  satisfactory  aud  he  has  made  no  effort  to  procure  a  new  one  " 

(Signed)       A   E.  B.  STEPHENS, 

Assistant  Inspector- General. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

"The  Headquarters  of  the  Massachusetts  Division  are  conducted  in  a 
thoroughly  business  way.  I  found  all  the  records  in  excellent  shape  and  show- 
ing evidence  of  care  and  attention.  The  dormitory  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Chelsea  is  in  excellent  condition."         (Signed)       ARTHUR  B.  SPINK, 

Assistant  Inspector-General . 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  report' that  the  books  and  documents  at  Division 
Headquarters  are  in  a  most  excellent  condition.  The  prospects  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Division  are  particularly  bright  and  every  member  should  take 
courage  and  pledge  himself  anew  to  loyal  work." 

(Signed)       GEORGE  E.  LEIGHTON,  . 

Assistant  Inspector-General . 

MINNESOTA. 

11 1  find  the  books  of  the  Division  in  splendid  condition  and  the  work  up 
to  date.  The  register  of  members  has  not  been  kept  up  since  1897.  No 
account  is  kept  with  each  Camp,  as  business  is  done  on  a  strictly  cash  basis." 

(Signed)       GEORGE  T.  DRAKE, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

CONNECTICUT. 

"This  inspection  finds  the  Headquarters  of  the  Connecticut  Division  in 
good  condition.  The  work  is  conducted  with  marked  attention  to  details. 
Correspondence,  the  filling  of  requisitions  for  supplies,  and  the  handling  of  all 
financial  matters  have  received  prompt  attention.  All  books,  records  and 
papers  were  found  to  be  in  satisfactory  condition." 

(Signed)       ERED  E.  BOLTON, 

Assistant  Inspector-General . 

OREGON. 

"I  find  this  Division  in  a  sore  plight  and  am  doubtful  about  its  future 
success.    Lieutenant-Colonel  Butchers  is  making  an  effort  to  improve  matters." 

(Signed)       CHAS.  B.  OR  A  I, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

WISCONSIN. 

"  I  find  affairs  at  these  Headquarters  in  all  departments  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  they  show  an  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Commander  and  his 
staff  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Order.  I  would  recommend  the  adoption 
of  Division  By-Laws  and  the  keeping  of  a  ledger  by  the  Quartermaster  as  ques- 
tions of  expediency.  However,  the  present  system  of  book-keeping  was 
ordered  by  the  Division  Encampment." 

(Signed)       WILLIAM  T.  CHURCH, 

Assistant  Inspector-General. 

WASHINGTON. 

"I  find  everything  connected  with  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster  in 
splendid  shape  and  every  evidence  that  the  business  of  this  office  is  promptly 
and  carefully  attended  to.  The  Headquarters  of  the  Division  in  Seattle  are 
simply  such  in  name.  Neither  the  Division  Commander  nor  Adjutant  are  mem- 
bers of  a;.Camp  in  good  standing,  and  they  have  simply  not  done  anything  to 
keep  the  Division  together,  but  have  let  it  run  down  until  it  is  a  shame  to  those 
who  have  a  pride  in  the  Order.  Since  the  Encampment  last  June  there  has  not 
been  a  Division  order  issued.  The  Division  would  have  been  better  off  without 
a  Commander  than  under  the  present  conditions.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  write 
in  this  manner,  but  deem  some  explanation  necessary  for  the  condition  of  the 
Division.  I  am  hopeful  that  there  will  be  a  change  after  the  Encampment 
next  June."  (Signed)       W.  T.  CAVANAUGH, 

Assistant  Inspector- General. 
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MISSOURI. 

"  I  regret  very  much  to  feel  compelled  to  state  that  the  Order  in  Missouri 
is  not  in  a  prosperous  condition.  In  my  opinion  it  will  be  on  the  down  grade 
until  the  Commandery-in-Chief  will  devise  some  means  to  make  it  an  object  to 
join  other  than  patriotism  and  love  of  country.  As  our  State  statutes  prohibit 
the  carrying  of  arms,  our  members  are  deprived  of  receiving  the  benefit  of 
military  instruction.  The  officers  of  the  Division  have  done  everything 
possible  to  enthuse  the  members  and  to  increase  the  membership,  but  it  seems 
to  have  been  of  no  avail."  (Signed)       O.  F.  SESSINGHAUS, 

Assistant  Inspector- General. 

MAINE. 

"I  found  the  Division  books  and  records  in  good  order,  and  the  business 
of  the  Division  ably  cared  for  by  the  Division  Commander  and  his  efficient 
Adjutant  and  Quartermaster.  The  Division,  while  perhaps  at  its  lowest  point 
in  membership,  is  nevertheless  resting  on  a  firm  foundation,  and  the  quality 
and  interest  of  its  members  is  good,  and  will  count  for  the  advancement  of 
the  Division  in  material  ways.  I  rind  the  Division  in  every  way  in  good 
healthy  condition,  and  bright  prospects  for  its  future  usefulness." 

(Signed)       ARTHUR  M.  SOULE, 

Assistant  Inspector- General. 

GULF. 

"  Commander  C.  W.  Dale  of  this  Division  was  removed  by  Commander-in- 
Chief  Jones  for  not  filing  bond  and  other  derelictions.  Col.  Ed.  Gross  was 
placed  in  command,  under  whose  direction  the  Division  is  getting  into  working 
order  again."  (Signed)       G.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Assistant  Inspector- General. 

CAMP  INSPECTIONS. 

The  reports  of  most  of  the  Division  Inspectors  were  very  satis- 
factory and  in  some  cases  they  were  models  of  neatness  and  accuracy 
and  we  deem  it  but  just  to  especially  commend  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Divisions  of  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Illinois,  Mary- 
land, Rhode  Island,  Maine,  Pennsylvania,  Kansas,  Massachusetts, 
Missouri  and  California  for  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  duties.  In  some  Divisions  the  reports  were  very  unsatis- 
factory, and  much  labor  was  entailed  upon  this  department  in  correcting 
errors  that  were  inexcusable,  and  that  appeared  to  be  the  results  of 
carelessness  or  indifference. 

In  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Assistant  Division  Inspectors  we 
desire  to  call  attention  to  the  following  faults  :  First,  favoritism.  We 
can  cite  numerous  cases  where  the  reports  show  that  the  Assistant 
Inspectors  were  evidently  desirous  of  having  the  good  will  and  approval 
of  the  Camp  inspected  and  consequently  failed  to  conscientiously  per- 
form their  duties.  Secondly,  indifference:  A  large  number  of  the 
Camp  reports  show  that  the  Assistant  Inspectors  took  no  interest  in 
the  work  assigned  them  and  filled  out  their  reports  in  a  very  incomplete 
and  unsatisfactory  manner.  Thirdly,  incompetence :  A  large  number 
of  the  Assistant  Inspectors  were  evidently  appointed  without  any 
regard  to  their  qualifications  for  the  work  and  many  of  the  reports 
rendered  are  simply  not  intelligible. 

The  Assistant  Inspectors  for  the  Division  of  Michigan  were 
selected  largely  from  the  local  G.A.R.  Posts,  and  the  Division 
Inspector  reports  that  the  results  were  satisfactory,  but  it  is  our 
opinion  after  a  careful  review  of  the  reports  that  this  method  is  not  to 
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be  commended.  The  comrades  of  the  G.A.R.  are  not  familiar  with 
our  ritualistic  work  and  methods  of  business  and  their  reports  do  not 
illustrate  the  true  condition  of  the  Camp,  and  being  selected  from  the 
local  Posts  they  naturally  favor  the  home  Camps. 

In  a  number  of  Divisions  the  Assistant  Inspectors  were  assigned 
to  inspect  their  own  Camp  and  in  many  cases  their  reports  show  that 
their  opinions  were  much  biased  by  their  desire  to  give  their  own 
Camp  a  good  rating.  The  Division  of  Ohio  is  notably  weak  in  this 
particular. 

In  exhibit  "C"  we  present  a  consolidation  of  all  Division  In- 
spectors' reports  received  up  to  August  20,  with  a  complete  compilation 
of  all  statistics  and  information  contained  therein,  and  we  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  following  statistics  as  matters  of  interest  to  the 
Order  at  large. 

Reports  were  received  from  twenty-one  Divisions  and  all  the 
statistics,  averages  and  percentages  in  this  report  are  based  on  the  in- 
formation received  from  these  Divisions.  The  following  Divisions 
failed  to  report,  although  every  effort  was  made  to  have  them  do  so  : 
Alabama  and  Tennessee,  Colorado,  Gulf,  Kentucky,  Nebraska,  Oregon, 
South  Dakota  and  Washington. 

There  are  916  Camps  in  the  21  Divisions  reporting  and  720,  or 
78%,  of  these  were  inspected  and  196,  or  22%,  were  not  inspected. 
40  Camps  surrendered  their  charters  since  last  inspection. 

Question  No.  1.  245  Captains,  or  33%,  received  a  mark  of 
Excellent  for  Question  No.  1;  173,  or  23%,  received  Good ;  207,  or 
28%,  Fair;  and  106,  or  16%,  Poor. 

2.  206,  or  37%,  of  the  First  Lieutenants  have  committed  then- 
ritualistic  work  to  memory;  134,  or  18%,  were  marked  Good;  198, 
or  27%,  Fair;  and  133,  or  18%,  Poor. 

3.  For  Question  No.  3,  257,  or  36%,  of  the  Second  Lieutenants 
were  marked  Excellent;  126,  or  17%,  Good;  195,  or  27%,  Fair; 
and  151,  or  20%,  Poor. 

4.  231,  or  32%,  of  the  Chaplains  have  committed  their  ritual- 
istic work  to  memory  ;  145,  or  20%,  were  marked  Good  ;  174,  or  24%, 
Fair;  and  122,  or  16%,  Poor. 

5.  272,  or  38%,  of  the  Sergeants  of  the  Guard  were  marked 
Excellent;  161,  or  22%,  Good;  174,  or  24%,  Fair;  and  122,  or 
16%,  Poor. 

6.  For  Question  No.  6,  563,  or  80%,  of  the  First  Sergeants  were 
marked  Excellent;  82,  or  10%,  Good;  35,  or  5%,  Fair  and  22,  or 
3%,  Poor.  This  is  an  excellent  showing  in  this  important  feature  of 
our  work. 

7.  The  Quartermaster  Sergeants  receive  an  equally  excellent 
record;  593,  or  82%,  being  marked  Excellent;  S2,  or  10%,  Good; 
35,  or  5%,  Fair;  and  22,  or  3%,  Poor. 

8.  Reports  are  promptly  forwarded  and  orders  filled  out  in  605, 
or  84%,  of  the  Camps;  77,  or  10%,  were  marked  Good;  25,  or  3%, 
Fair;  and  25,  or  3%,  Poor. 

9.  For  this  question  560,  or  78%,  of  the  Camps  were  marked 
Excellent;  40,  or  5%,  Good;  74,  or  10%,  Fair;  and  58,  or  7%, 
Poor. 
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10.  327,  or  44%,  of  the  Camps  observed  Union  Defenders  Day; 
18,  or  2%,  were  marked  Good;  30,  or  4%,  Fair;  and  351,  or  50%, 
Poor.  This  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  showing  and  we  trust  that  an 
earnest  effort  will  be  made  for  improvement  in  this  important  feature 
of  our  work. 

11.  634,  or  88%,  of  the  Camps  observed  Memorial  Day;  14 
Camps,  or  2%,  were  marked  Good;  44,  or  5%,  Fair;  and  40  Camps, 
or  5%,  did  not  observe  the  day. 

12.  199  Camps,  or  25%,  hold  Patriotic  meetings  monthly;  35 
Camps,  or  5%,  received  Good;  50  Camps,  or  6%,  Fair;  and  445 
Camps,  or  64%,  did  not  comply  with  this  constitutional  requirement. 
The  attention  of  the  Camps  having  been  called  to  this  feature  of  our 
work,  we  anticipate  great  improvement  in  the  future. 

13.  579,  or  80%,  of  the  Camps  have  their  meeting  place  properly 
equipped;  59,  or  8%,  received  Good;  55,  or  7%,  Fair;  and  38,  or 
5%,  Poor. 

14.  For  Question  No.  14  relative  to  attendance  on  the  night  of 
inspection  434,  or  60%,  of  the  Camps  were  marked  Excellent;  125, 
or  16%,  Good;  83,  or  11%,  Fair;  and  88,  or  13%,  Poor. 

15.  656,  or  90%,  of  the  Camps  present  a  badge  to  recruits 
when  mustered;  6  Camps,  or  1%,  received  Good;  41,  or  5%,  Fair; 
and  29,  or  4%,  Poor. 

16.  The  officers  wear  rank  strap  in  480,  or  66%,  of  the  Camps, 
and  do  not  in  252,  or  34%. 

17.  The  members  of  the  staff  are  provided  with  chevrons  in  474, 
or  66%,  of  the  Camps,  and  are  not  in  258,  or  34%. 

18.  In  the  21  Divisions  reporting  there  are  23,666  members  in 
good  standing,  an  average  of  32  to  each  Camp. 

19.  There  were  2,864  members  dropped  during  the  year,  an 
average  of  3^  to  each  Camp. 

20.  There  are  14,858  members  uniformed,  an  average  of  20  to 
each  Camp 

21.  The  total  value  of  all  property  owned  by  720  Camps  is 
$255,663.39  ;  an  average  of  $345.95  per  Camp. 

22.  The  amount  in  all  funds  over  total  indebtedness  is  $57,147.53, 
an  average  for  each  Camp  of  $77.35. 

23.  The  average  amount  charged  for  annual  dues  is  $2.45. 

24.  The  average  amount  charged  for  muster  fee  is  $1.89. 

25.  $12,091.17  was  expended  for  the  relief  of  755  members,  an 
average  for  each  Camp  of  one  member  and  $16.35. 

26.  $1,437.23  was  expended  for  the  relief  of  veterans  and  then- 
families,  an  average  for  each  Camp  of  $1.95. 

27.  487  Camps,  or  65%,  are  reported  equipped  as  Infantry;  24 
Camps  or  3%,  as  Cavalry  ;  15  Camps,  or  2%,  as  Artillery;  and  215 
Camps,  or  27%,  are  not  equipped. 

28.  8,539  members,  or  35%,  are  equipped  with  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements.   This  is  an  average  of  11£  members  to  each  Camp. 

29.  234  Camps,  or  33%,  are  engaged  in  company  drill  regularly, 
496,  or  67%,  are  not. 

30.  480  Camps,  or  65%,  have  aided  the  local  Post  of  the 
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G-.A.R.,  or  other  affiliated  organizations  during  the  year,  and  253 
Camps,  or  35%,  have  not. 

31.  Ladies' Aid  Societies  are  organized  in  connection  with  169 
Camps,  or  22%,  and  in  565  Camps,  or  78%,  there  is  no  L.A.S. 
organization. 

32.  681  Camps,  or  95%,  have  the  good-will  of  the  local  G.A.R. 
Post  and  52  Camps,  or  5%,  have  not. 

33.  565  Camps,  or  78%,  have  adopted  by-laws  and  168  Camps, 
or  22% ,  have  not. 

34.  The  total  cost  of  the  Camp  inspections  was  $639.04,  an 
average  of  86£  cts.  for  each  Camp.  The  following  Divisions  were 
inspected  without  any  cost:  California,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  In 
the  following  Divisions  the  average  was  very  low  :  Illinois,  26  cents; 
Pennsylvania,  48  cents;  Kansas,  46  cents;  Missouri,  45  cents;  Iowa, 
30  cents;  Indiana,  35  cents;  and  Ohio,  22  cents. 

The  average  rating  for  the  21  Divisions  reporting  is  78%.  Penn- 
sylvania and  Michigan,  each  with  an  average  of  85%,  lead  the  Order. 

502  Camps,  or  70%,  are  rated  first  class;  209  Camps,  or  27%, 
are  rated  second  class;  and  28  Camps,  or  3%,  are  rated  third  class. 

I  append  the  following  comments  of  Division  Inspectors,  as  they 
cover  matters  of  general  interest :  — 

NEW  JERSEY. 

"  The  two  great  drawbacks  to  the  success  of  the  New  Jersey  Division  are  : 
lirst,  the  lack  of  interest  among  the  members,  shown  by  the  poor  attendance 
at  meetings;  second,  the  negligence  of  the  officers  of  Camps,  only  a  small  per 
centage  of  whom  have  committed  the  ritualistic  work  to  memory.  Almost  all 
of  the  Camps  are  in  good  financial  condition,  Camp  No.  S,  owning  real  and 
personal  property  valued  at  $35,750  00,  deserving  especial  mention.  A  number 
of  the  Camps  belong  to  the  Death  Benefit  Association,  thereby  insuring  the 
members  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

(Signed)       WALLACE  L.  VANDERHOOF, 

Division  Inspector. 

CONNECTICUT. 

"  In  carrying  out  the  work  of  inspection  an  effort  was  made  to  have  the 
visits  of  the  Inspecting  Officer  less  for  ceremony  and  more  for  business ;  to 
find  out  just  what  work  was  being  done  and  how.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
Camps  as  a  whole  realized  the  spirit  of  the  plan  and  did  what  they  could  to 
further  it  and  profit  thereby." 

(Signed)       WILLIAM  C  Die  F.  DICKINSON, 

Division  Inspector. 

MAINE. 

"I  find  that  the  Camps  in  the  Maine  Divisiou  are  doing  good  work,  espe- 
cially those  of  the  larger  places.  The  members  all  seem  interested  in  the  work 
and  I  am  in  hopes  of  seeing  a  large  gain  in  membership  during  the  coming 
year."  (Signed)       CHAS.  M.  TITUS, 

Division  Inspector. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

"  I  believe  that  the  change  in  the  Inspection  blank  is  a  great  improvement, 
and  that  it  lias  done  much  to  make  the  inspection  more  successful  than  hereto- 
fore. I  believe  that  by  consolidating  the  first  five  questions  into  one  question, 
better  results  and  higher  ratings  would  be  obtained.  I  think  that  Camps  with 
a  membership  of  one  hundred  or  more  are  somewhat  imposed  upon  Avhen  they 
are  expected  to  have  forty  per  cent  or  more  of  their  members  present  to  receive 
a  rating  of  five  per  cent  "  (Signed)       J.  HENRY  PEIFER, 

Division  Inspector. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

"  More  than  the  usual  large  measure  of  interest  centers  in  the  inspection 
of  1899  on  account  of  the  quite  radical  changes  in  the  ranking  questions  of  the 
Inspection  blank.  On  the  whole  the  new  blank  seems  to  be  an  improvement, 
and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  one  or  two  features  which  seemed  at  first  objection- 
able, and  to  work  hardship  this  year,  coming  unexpectedly  as  they  did.  will 
lose  that  objectionableness  when  they  appear  again  in  the  blank  of  1900,  as 
they  certainly  should  appear  in  fairness  to  the  Camps.  Question  No.  12 : 
'Does  the  Camp  hold  patriotic  meetings  monthly?'  is  an  excellent  question 
and  should  be  continued  in  the  blanks  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up  the  Camps 
on  the  subject  of  patriotism,  and  to  remind  them  of  the  constitutional  pro- 
visions concerning  it.  Already  are  the  good  effects  manifest,  as  I  have  knowl- 
edge of  many  Camps,  which  are  now  observing  in  the  letter  as  well  as  in  the 
spirit,  the  provisions  of  Chapter  II.,  Article  V  ,  Section  1,  and  Article  VIII  , 
Section  3  of  the  C,  R.  and  R  "  (Signed)       D.  MURRAY  TRAVIS, 

Division  Inspector. 

MISSOURI. 

"  I  would  suggest  a  change  or  division  of  Question  25,  so  as  to  make  two 
questions.  I  would  make  rating  for  first  class  Camps  ninety  or  over;  for  sec- 
ond class  Camps  eighty  to  ninety ;  for  third  class  Camps  seventy  to  eighty  ;  and 
below  seventy  to  be  fourth  class." 

(Signed)       W.  J.  ZIMMERSCIIIED, 

Division  Inspector 

MICHIGAN. 

"  Most  of  the  inspections  were  made  by  members  of  the  local  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  Posts  to  save  the  Camp's  expense.  This  has  given  good  satis- 
faction, as  a  larger  per  cent  of  Camps  have  been  inspected." 

(Signed)       B  L.  SNOOK, 

Division  Inspector. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Our  experience  in  this  Department  for  the  past  year  causes  ns  to 
believe  that  there  is  an  evident  demand  and  a  pressing  necessity  for  an 
entire  change  in  the  methods  and  forms  of  inspection  that  will  involve 
a  considerable  change  in  our  present  C,  R.  &  R.,  and  we  therefore 
present  for  your  consideration  the  following  Recommendations  :  — 

Recommendation  No.  1 .  That  a  military  rank  be  established  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Commander}*- in-Chief,  this  rank  to  be  com- 
posed of  Camps  or  parts  of  Camps,  and  to  have  no  legislative  powers 
as  effecting  the  Order,  and  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  its  own  offi- 
cers, and  to  be  inspected  according  to  military  procedure.  The  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  military  rank  to  render,  through  its  commanding  offi- 
cer, an  annual  report  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  This  military  rank 
to  elect  its  own  officers  according  to  military  customs,  and  its  command- 
ing officer  to  he  a  member  of  the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
The  position  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  relative  to  the  military  rank  to 
be  similar  to  governors  of  States  relative  to  their  respective  military 
bodies,  the  military  rank  to  be  composed  of  Company,  Battalion,  Regi- 
mental and  Brigade  organizations  on  similar  lines  to  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans Reserves  of  Pennsylvania ;  special  provision  to  be  made  for 
States  in  which  the  carrying  of  arms  is  prohibited  by  law. 

Recommendation  No.  2.  That  the  Order  be  placed  upon  a  civil 
basis,  and  that  present  regulations  regarding  uniforms  be  rescinded, 
and  that  the  members,  not  of  the  military  rank,  wear  civil  dress.  The 
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present  titles  of  all  officers  be  changed  and  titles  of  a  civil  nature  to  be 
adopted. 

Recommendation  No.  3.  That  the  Inspection  Department  be  con- 
ducted as  follows  :  This  Department  to  receive  annual  reports  from  each 
Camp  in  the  Order  through  the  various  Division  Inspectors.  All  Camp 
reports  to  be  filled  out  by  Captains  of  Camps,  and  to  be  attested  by 
First  Sergeants  and  endorsed  by  a  majority  of  the  Camp  Council.  These 
reports  to  contain  such  information  and  statistics  as  may  be  required 
by  the  Commandery-in-Chief.  All  statistics  relative  to  membership, 
numerically,  aud  finances  to  be  secured  by  the  Adjutant- General's  and 
Quartermaster-General's  Departments.  Each  Division  Inspector  to 
consolidate  reports  received  from  Camps  in  his  Division,  and  to  render 
consolidated  report  to  the  Inspector-General,  and  the  Inspector-General 
to  render  report  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  through  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Assistant  Inspectors-General  to  be  appointed  by  the  Inspector-Gen- 
eral with  the  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  headquarters 
of  each  Division.  Assistant  Inspectors- General,  to  make  a  thorough 
examination  of  all  books,  papers,  vouchers,  bonds,  etc.,  and  to  render 
a  report  to  the  Inspector-General,  who  shall  consolidate  the  same  for 
the  Commandery-in-Chief. 

Recommendation  No.  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspector- 
General  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  Recom- 
mendations and  forms  of  Inspection  Blanks  for  use  during  the 
succeeding  term. 

Recommendation  No.  5.  That  the  annual  inspection  of  the  Order 
shall  occur  between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  1st  of  March  of  each 
year,  and  that  all  reports  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Inspector-General 
before  the  1st  of  May  of  each  year. 

CONCLUSION- 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Commander-in-Chief  Jones, 
Generals  G.  B.  Abbott  and  Fred  E.  Bolton,  and  to  all  my  associates  in 
the  work  of  inspection,  for  their  courtesy  and  assistance. 

The  information  and  statistics  presented  in  this  report  are  of  value 
only  as  we  use  them  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  and  I  trust  that  the 
members  of  this  Encampment  may  have  a  clear  understanding  of  their 
duty,  as  obligated  Sons  of  Veterans  pledged  to  uphold  our  Government 
in  its  onward  movement  for  the  good  of  the  human  race,  and  God  grant 
that  each  of  us  may  be  stirred  and  actuated  to  new  and  earnest  efforts 
for  the  advancement  of  the  principles  and  objects  of  our  Order. 

Brothers,  I  firmly  believe  that  God  has  wonderful  plans  for  this 
youngest  nation.  These  are  the  days  of  preparation,  and  every  prac- 
tical work  of  reform,  mercy  and  patriotism  is  a  vital  present  day  theme 
for  us  to  study,  and  while  studying,  working  and  helping,  we  should 
still  enthusiastically  love  our  country  and  revere  our  flag, —  "God's 
stars  and  stripes." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALFRED  G.  LOYD, 
Inspector-General,  £  V.,  U.S.A. 
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The  numerical  questions  relating  to  inspection  of  Division  headquarters, 
are  as  follows  :  — 

1.  (a)  Has  the  Division  a  charter?    (b>    Is  it  in  the  possession  of  the  Division  . 
Commander? 

2.  (a)  Has  the  Division  adopted  a  code  of  By-Laws  which  have  been  approved  by 
the  Commandery-in-Chief?  (b)  Are  they  in  accord  with  the  present  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations? 

3.  Has  the  Division  the  following  Record  books  and  are  all  records  properly  made 
therein?  (a)  Recoid  of  Proceedings  of  Division  Council  and  of  Division  Encampments, 
(u)  Register  of  members,  (c)  Roster  of  officers,  (nl  Record  of  commissions  issued,  (e) 
Record  of  dispensations  issued,  (f)  Black  book.  (G)  Adjutant's  Cash  book,  (h)  Cash 
book,    (i)  Ledger. 

4.  Does  the  Quartermaster  keep  au  account  with  each  Camp,  charging  them  with  per 
capita  tax  and  supplies  and  crediting  them  with  payments  made? 

5.  Hay,e  all  reports  and  dues  been  forwarded  to  Commandery-in-Chief  headquarters, 
and  are  duplicates  of  all  reports  on  file  at  Division  headquarters,  as  required  by  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  Order? 

6.  Are  Division  accounts  promptly  and  accurately  kept  and  are  receipts  issued  for 
all  moneys  received? 

7.  Is  the  Division  free  from  debt?   Amount  of  indebtedness. 

8.  Give  the  amount  of  money  in  the  Division  Treasury. 

9.  Give  value  of  supplies  on  hand. 

10.  Are  the  supplies  only  those  furnished  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of  current 

issue? 

1 1.  Has  the  Division  Commander  filed  his  bond  with  the  Commander-in-Chief?  State 
amount  of  bond. 

12.  Has  the  Division  Commander  required  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  from  his 
Quartermaster?   State  amount  of  bond. 

13.  What  salary  is  paid  the  Division  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster'.' 

14.  Give  number  of  members  in  good  standing  to  date. 

15.  Give  number  of  Camps  reporting'  at  last  report. 

16.  Give  total  number  of  Camps  which  have  been  organized  in  the  Division? 

17.  Give  total  number  of  Camps  disbanded. 

18.  Give  total  number  of  Campa  suspended  and  not  reinstated. 

19.  Give  number  of  Camps  suspended  during  the  last  year. 

20.  Has  the  Division  rendered  the  G.A.R.  any  service  during  the  past  year? 

21.  Has  the  Division  held  a  Field  Day  during  the  past  year? 

22.  Is  all  correspondence  promptly  and  thoroughly  attended  to? 

23.  Are  General  Orders  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  promptly  forwarded  to  Camps  .' 

24.  Are  Camp  requisitions  promptly  filled  by  the  Quartermaster? 

25.  (a)  Is  the  Division  Commander  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  secret  work?  (u) 
Is  the  Division  Adjutant  thoroughly  familiar  wiih  the  secret  work?  (C)  Is  the  .Division 
Inspector  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  secret  work?  (n)  Is  the  Division  Blustering  Officer 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  secret  work? 

26.  Do  the  Division  officers  correspond  with  and  issue  circulars  of  information  to  the 
G.A.R.  Posts  relative  to  the  organization  of  Camps  where  none  exist'.' 

27.  Is  the  G.A.R.  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  Order  in  this  Division? 

28.  Is  the  L.A.S.  established  as  an  organization  in  this  Division? 

29.  If  so,  is  it  of  any  advantage  to  the  Order? 

30.  Does  the  military  or  social  feature  of  the  Order  predominate  in  this  Division? 

31.  What  is  charged  for  charter  fee  in  this  Division? 

32.  What  does  it  include? 

33.  What  is  the  cost  of  this  Inspection? 
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The  numerical  questions  relating  to  Camp  Inspections,  are  as  follows :  — 

1.  Has  the  Captain  committed  the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies  and  his  Ritualis- 
tic work  to  memory  ? 

2.  Has  the  First  Lieutenant  committed  his  Ritualistic  work  to  memory  ? 

3.  Has  the  Second  Lieutenant  committed  his  Ritualistic  work  to  memory  ? 

4.  Has  the  Chaplain  committed  his  Ritualistic  work  to  memory  ? 

5.  Has  the  Sergeant  of  the  Guard  committed  his  Ritualistic  work  to  memory  ? 

6.  Are  the  records,  books  and  papers  of  the  first  Sergeant  complete  and  well  kept  ? 

7.  Are  the  records  and  accounts  of  the  Quartermaster-Sergeant  complete  and  welt 

kept? 

8.  Have  all  reports  heen  promptly  forwarded  and  are  copies  on  file?   Are  all  General 
and  Division  Orders  read  and  filed? 

9.  Is  the  bond  of  the  Quartermaster-Sergeant  duly  filed,  and  are  all  financial  matters 
promptly  attended  to? 

10.  Did  tbe  Camp  observe  Union  Defenders'  Day? 

1 1.  Did  the  Camp  observe  Memorial  Day? 

12-  Does  the  Camp  hold  patriotic  meetings  monthly? 

13.  Is  the  Camp  room  properly  equipped? 

14.  How  many  officers  and  members  present  at  this  inspection? 

15.  Is  a  badge  presented  to  each  recruit  when  mustered? 

16-  Do  the  officers  wear  rank  straps  in  accordance  with  R.  &  R.? 

17.  Are  the  members  of  the  Staff  provided  with  proper  chevrons? 

18.  Number  of  members  in  good  standing? 

19.  Give  the  total  number  of  members  dropped  during  the  last  year. 

20.  Number  of  members  uniformed? 

21.  Give  total  value  of  all  property  owned  by  the  Camp. 

22.  How  much  money  is  in  all  funds  over  total  indebtedness? 

23.  What  amount  is  charged  for  annual  dues? 

24.  What  amount  is  charged  for  muster  fee? 

25.  How  many  mem  hers  have  been  relieved  since  last  inspection,  and  how  much 
money  has  been  expended  in  their  relief? 

26.  How  much  money  has  been  expended  for  relief  of  veterans  and  their  families 
during  past  year? 

In  what  branch  is  the  Camp  equipped?    (Cavalry,  Artillery  or  Infantry,  etc.) 

28.  Number  of  members  equipped  with  arms  and  accoutrements? 

29.  Does  the  Camp  engage  in  company  drill  regularly? 

30.  Has  the  Camp  aided  the  local  Post  G.A.R.,  or  W.R.  Corps,  or  other  affiliated 
organizations  during  the  past  year? 

31.  Is  there  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society  in  connection  with  the  Camp? 

32.  Has  the  Camp  the  good  will  of  the  local  Post  of  the  G.A.R.? 

33.  Has  the  Camp  adopted  By-Laws  for  its  government  and  have  same  been  approved 
by  Division  officers? 

34.  What  is  the  expense  of  this  Inspection  to  this  Camp? 
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The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  will  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports. 

The  next  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Surgeon-General. 
Surgeon-General  Staples  read  the  following  report :  — 

REPORT  OF  SURGEON-GENERAL. 

Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11,  1900. 

Asa  W.  Jones, 

Commander -in-  Chief. 
Sir:  I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Surgeon-General.  Although 
the' result  of  much  time  and  toil,  it  is  incomplete  and  nearly  valueless, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  Divisions  and  Camps  to  forward  correct  and 
timely  reports. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  committee  of  five,  medical 
men  and  Past  Surgeons,  be  appointed  to  revise  the  questions  now  used 
in  Forms  47  and  48,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  incoming  Adminis- 
tration, and  these  with  implicit  instructions  be  forwarded  to  Divisions 
and  Camps,  with  a  positive  assurance  that  the  C,  R.  &  R.  will  be  lived 
up  to  in  case  of  failure  or  neglect. 

The  statistical  report  is  as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  members  mastered  (including  charter  members) 

.  Not  reported 

Number  of  members  in  good  standing   .       .       .  . 

24,192 

Number  of  members  mustered  since  last  report 

1,695 

Number  in  State  Militia  .       .       .  '    .       .  • 

891 

Number  in  U  S.  Army  

320 

Number  in  U.S.  Navy  

64 

Number  of  G.A  R  members  

654 

Total  number  of  drilled  men  ...... 

8,931 

Number  of  members  able  to  bear  arms  .  . 

."  18,621 

Number  of  members  over  45  years  of  age 

1,165 

Age  of  oldest  member  (Illinois)     .       .       .       ..       .  . 

76 

Average  age  of  all  members  ....... 

29  + 

Number  of  widowers  ........ 

465 

Number  of  married  members  ....              .  . 

12,7SG 

Number  of  unmarried  members  ...... 

11,577 

Number  of  deaths  within  one  year  

164 

Number  of  cases  of  sickness  during  year 

1,288 

Number  of  injuries  during  year  ..... 

279 

Total  number  weeks  disability  from  sickness 

4,281 

Total  number  weeks  disability  from  injury  .... 

876 

Number  Camps  paying  funeral  benefits  ... 

117 

Average  amount  ......... 

.  Not  reported 

Number  of  Camps  paying  sick  benefits  .   '  . 

SO 

Average  amount  ......... 

.  Not  reported 

Number  of  Camps  engaging  in  regular  drill  . 

226 

Number  members  foreign  born  ... 

193 

Number  of  clergymen      .....  . 

95 

Number  of  physicians     .       .            ••  . 

208 

Number  of  dentists  ........ 

82 

Number  of  attorneys      .  .   

408 

Number  of  teachers  ........ 

264 

Number  of  students  

521 

Number  of  artists  and  draughtsmen  .... 

149 

Number  of  musicians      .       .  ... 

583 

Number  of  merchants     .       .       ...  . 

477 

BE  POET  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-  CHIEF. 


95 


Number  of  salesmen 

Number  of  clerks  and  bookkeepers 

Number  of  electricians  . 

Number  of  telegraph  operators 

Number  of  mechanics 

Number  of  engineers 

Number  of  R.R.  Conductors  . 

Number  of  printers 

Number  of  sailors  . 

Number  of  farmers 

Number  of  miners  . 

Number  of  skilled  laborers 

Number  of  laborers 

Miscellaneous  .... 

Number  of  Divisions 

Number  of  Divisions  reporting 


203 
131 
203 
156 
3,114 
320 
184 
531 
77 
2,470 
310 
2,0+6 
3,875 
1,749 
29 
26 


cers  and  members  for  the 
derecl,  and  especially  the 


In  conclusion  permit  me  to  thank  the  offl 
assistance  and  support  that  they  have  re 
Commander-in-Chief  for  the  honor  and  confidence  bestowed  upon  me  at 
the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

C.  W.  STAPLES, 
Surgeon-  General. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  will  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee  as  the  other  reports. 

The  report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  is  next  in  order. 
Chaplain-in-Chief  Zeiter  read  the  following  report : 


REPORT  OE  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 

Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11,  1900. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
S.V.,  U.S.A. 

Brothers :  The  hour  of  reckoning  has  arrived  and  the  steward  is 
called  on  to  give  an  account  of  his  stewardship.  Were  "accomplish- 
ment and  success"  to  be  the  standard  of  approbation,  I  would  prefer 
to  be  miles  from  here,  for  of  these  I  have  but  little  ;  but  when  I  know 
that  "  honest  effort  and  conscientious  work"  are  all  that  you  require,  I 
can  look  my  brethren  in  the  eye  and  Avithout  hesitancy  proceed  with  a 
record  of  my  Department  and  a  statement  of  my  labors. 

The  official  work,  so  far  as  seemed  practical,  has  been  attended  to. 
Union  Defenders'  Day  and  Memorial  Day  Circular  Letters  were  pre- 
pared and  sent  forth  through  the  regular  official  channels  of  corre- 
spondence. In  addition  thereto  we  issued  a  letter  designed  for  Division 
and  Camp  Chaplains  personally  and  which  I  believe  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  almost  ever}'  Chaplain  within  the  Order.  We  have  endeavored 
to  keep  in  touch  with  all  Division  Chaplains  and  many  Camp  Chaplains 
by  personal  letter  and  through  this  means  have  had  the  privilege  of 
sending  out  epistles  numbering  many  scores. 

In  order  that  we  might  better  understand  our  Department  and  the 
opportunities  for  work  which  it  affords  we  visited  most  of  the  annual 
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Encampments  within  reasonable  distance  of  our  own  home  and  many- 
local  Camps  within  the  same  compass.  We  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  endeavor  to  prepare  programmes  or  orders  of  service  to  be  used  by 
local  Camps  on  regular  or  special  occasions.  Our  Order  is  too  large 
and  too  widespread  to  permit  of  anything  of  the  kind.  We  are  con- 
vinced that  Division  Chaplains  can  do  this  work  better  and  have  en- 
deavored to  impress  upon  them  the  advisability  of  becoming  interested 
in  it.    Some  have  undertaken  and  I  understand  met  with  great  success. 

We  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  reports  from 
Division  Chaplains,  but  after  much  coaxing,  exhorting,  threatening 
and  the  like,  all  the  while  being  ably  assisted  and  supported  by  Head- 
quarters and  particularly  by  Bro.  G.  B.  Abbott,  we  succeeded  in  getting 
the  following  totals  :  — 

Number  of  Camps  ....  ... 

Number  of  Brothers  belonging  to  Camps 
Number  of  Brothers  in  line  Memorial  Day  . 
Number  of  Brothers  armed  and  in  line  Memorial  Day  . 
Number  of  Brothers  uniformed  and  in  line  Memorial  Day 
Firing  Squads  furnished  ...... 

Number  of  addresses  by  S.  of  V. 

Number  of  Brothers  attending  Memorial  Sunday  Services 
Number  of  Camps  observing  Union  Defenders'  Day 
Number  of  deaths  ....... 


f  G  A  R 

Number  of  funerals  attended  by  Camps  <  g '  0j  y 


(  (jr 

Number  of  Burials  conducted  by  Camps  <  g 

Memorial   Services  used-j  (t  ^  „ 

Number  of  Camps  reporting  . 
Number  of  Camps  not  reporting  . 
Per  cent  of  Camps  reporting  . 


G.A.R. 

of  V. 


929 
22,951 
13,330 
4,859 
9,903. 
214 
323 
10,751 
339- 
146 
389 
144 
47 
98 
104 
110 
632 
307 

67tV/o 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  work  of  the  Rev.  H.  C. 
Dana  and  Bro.  E.  F.  Tuttle,  Chaplains  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massa- 
chusetts Divisions  respectively,  who  succeeded  in  reaching  the  100 
per  cent  mark  on  reports  and  Bro.  Dan.  P.  Webster  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Bro.  J.  F.  Peeney  of  Maryland  who  reached  94+  per  cent 
and  93j£  per  cent  respectively. 

Kentucky  and  Oregon  failed  to  report.  Such  Divisions  ought  to 
be  punished  for  their  failure  as  had  all  Camps  which  fail  to  send 
reports  to  their  Division  Chaplains.  The  blanks  sent  to  Division 
Chaplains  have  a  note  at  the  top  which  says  "Failure  to  report 
excludes  Division  from  the  right  of  representation  in  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief;"  and  those  sent  to  Camp  Chaplains  threaten  the  same  in 
regard  to  representation  in  Division  Encampments.  These  provisions 
ought  to  be  enforced.  I  understand  that  little  or  no  attention  is  paid  to 
the  matter  because  some  one  in  authority  at  some  time  or  other  gave 
an  opinion  and  decision  that  made  such  regulations  null  and  void.  If 
this  be  true,  it  is  about  time  that  a  new  decision,  off-setting  the  old, 
should  be  made.  If  there  is  any  value  in  the  consolidated  report  of 
the  Chaplain-in-Chief  or  in  the  report  of  a  Division  Chaplain  then  he 
ought  to  have  the  same  backing  and  support  in  his  attempt  to  get  it 
that  other  officers  have. 
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I  recommend  that  some  action  be  taken  on  the  above  matter  at 
this  Encampment. 

A  great  trouble  is  that  the  Department  of  the  Chaplaincy  has  been 
held  altogether  too  cheap  in  our  Order.  Most  of  our  members  look 
upon  the  office  as  a  petty  affair,  something  of  a  sinecure,  no  real  work 
for  it  to  do,  but  a  necessary  station  to  help  balance  official  relations 
and  give  tone  and  respect  to  the  organization.  A  result  of  this  is  that 
good  men  frequently  refuse  to  accept  an  appointment  to  a  Chaplaincy, 
or  else  resign  the  place  as  soon  as  they  discover  the  handicap  under 
which  they  labor.  Another  result  is  that  men  wholly  unsuited  for  the 
work  are  made  Chaplains  as  a  sort  of  reward,  or  because  they  are 
incompetent  to  fill  any  other  position. 

Brothers,  give  the  Department  of  the  Chaplaincy  a  fair  chance. 
Learn  its  importance,  give  it  an  equal  ratine;  with  other  branches  of 
our  work.  It  is  as  important  as  any  other  and  in  some  respects  more 
important  than  all  others.  In  selecting  men  for  Chaplains  whether  it 
be  in  the  Commanclery-in-Chief,  the  Division  or  the  local  Camp,  see 
that  only  competent  men  are  chosen,  and  when  I  say  competent  I  refer 
not  only  to  intelligence  but  to  moral,  ethical  and  religious  culture  as 
well.  Observation  and  experience  has  taught  me  that  as  an  organization 
we  are  by  no  means  perfect  and  are  not  free  from  some  of  those  short- 
comings and  failures  that  we  find  to  be  so  obnoxious  in  others. 

In  a  kindly  and  brotherly  spirit  I  would  point  out  a  few  dangers 
which  I  find  besetting  us;  not,  mind  you,  for  the  purpose  of  criticism, 
but  that  we  may  be  minded  to  avoid  them. 

1.  I  think  there  is  a  tendency  in  some  quarters  to  roll  up  a 
membership  without  regard  to  the  class  of  men  we  are  taking  in.  Over- 
zealousness  and  working  for  rewards  and  prizes  increases  this  tendency. 
By  the  way,  I  do  not  think  the  best  interest  of  our  Order  is  served  by 
the  "  prize  method."  To  me  it  seems  rather  on  the  "  childish"  plau. 
The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  men,  not  boys.  We  should  need  no  greater 
spur  than  that  which  comes  from  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
principles  of  our  Order.  The  great  Apostle  Paul  said  virtually, 
"  When  I  became  a  man  I  put  away  childish  things,"  and  I  think  we 
can  afford  to  follow  his  example  in  this  matter.  But  to  get  back  to 
my  subject.  We  ought  not  to  muster  men  men  simply  because  their 
fathers  or  grandfathers  were  soldiers  of  the  war  of  '61  to  '65.  That  is 
only  one  condition  that  assists  a  man  to  become  eligible.  There  are 
other  conditions  dependent  wholly  on  himself  that  should  be  considered 
to  be  of  the  greatest  moment.  1  claim,  brothers,  that  a  man  who  is 
lacking  in  the  principles  of  true  morality  and  respectability  is  too 
deficient  to  become  a  member  of  our  Order.  In  some  localities  Camps 
have  been  weakened  and  destroyed  by  our  failure  to  protect  our  mem- 
bership rolls. 

2.  I  am  persuaded  that  much  harm  has  been  done  our  Order 
through  the  improper  location  of  Camp  rooms,  Convention  halls  and 
Encampment  headquarters.  I  know  the  difficulties  under  which  we 
labor  in  selecting  desirable  headquarters  and  this  is  particularly  true  in 
large  cities ;  but  I  think  that  sometimes  a  little  more  discretion  in  this 
matter  might  save  us  much  annoyance  and  would  go  far  toward  attract- 
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ing  to  our  membership  in  some  places  a  class  of  people  who  feel 
themselves  almost  disqualified  because  of  our  unfortunate  locations. 

3.  The  habit  of  forming  cliques  and  sets  and  parties,  with  all 
its  undesirable  results,  has  not  entirely  avoided  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
Now  and  then  we  see  traces  of  it,  all  the  way  from  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief  to  the  individual  Camps.  Listen:  "Friendship,  Charity  and 
Loyalty."  I'll  not  have  to  argue  with  you  to  show  the  inconsistency 
between  our  motto  and  the  methods  of  "  combinations."  This  condi- 
tion of  affairs  when  it  exists,  gives  rise  to  many  evils,  such  as  "  undue 
ambition,"  "  ungentlemanly  speech,"  "  unbrotherly  conduct,"  "feel- 
ings of  hatred,"  and  actions  that  are  disgraceful.  Brothers,  let  us  do 
all  we  can,  by  our  own  action  and  work  and  allegiance,  to  break  up 
cliques  and  parties  within  the  body  or  members  of  our  organization. 
We  can  get  along  nicely  without  them.  Don't  let  any  one  think 
harshly  of  the  things  I  have  said.  These  wrongs  and  errors  are  the 
exception  and  not  the  rule.  However,  you  know  that  a  small  evil  can 
overshadow  much  good,  and  therefore  it  behooves  us,  as  members  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  to  adopt  and  continue  a  cleansing,  purifying, 
uplifting  method  which  will  always  work  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 

Now  a  word  to  my  brothers  who  are  members  of  this  Encampment. 
You  are  away  from  your  homes,  but  don't  forget  that  those  you  have 
left  behind  are  thinking  of  you  and  praying  for  you.  Away  from  the 
protecting  influence  of  home,  many  of  us  will  be  subjected  to  tempta- 
tions which  will  work  as  strong  factors  to  lead  us  into  evil.  Remember 
your  manhood  ;  remember  your  duty  to  home  ;  remember  the  confidence 
placed  in  you  by  the  men  whose  suffrages  have  brought  you  here  ; 
remember  }'ou  are  under  obligations  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Your 
ways  and  actions  will  be  watched  and  noticed  by  the  people  of  this 
beautiful  city.  They  will  judge  our  organization  by  your  words  and 
actions.  See  to  it,  then,  that  you  travel  on  a  plane  that  shall  be  above 
reproach.  The  military  feature  of  our  Order  places  you  as  marked 
men.  Let  our  conduct  be  of  a  type  so  pure  that  the  good  people  of 
Syracuse  shall  be  obliged  to  say  of  us  when  we  have  gone:  "Never 
have  such  a  fine  and  orderty  body  of  men  convened  in  our  city  before, 
and  we  hope  they  will  return  to  us  soon." 

Brothers,  have  I  seemed  to  be  harsh  or  unjust  or  too  critical?  If 
so,  forgive  me.  In  this  presence  I  aver  that  "  I  have  said  to  you  what 
I  would  not  say  about  you."  I  am  jealous  for  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
I  would  give  my  last  cent  for  the  organization  or  a  member  thereof ;  I 
would  spend  my  last  breath  in  her  defeuse ;  I  would  give  every  drop 
of  blood  for  her  honor  ;  but  in  the  meantime  —  before  I  reach  the  last 
cent  or  breath  or  drop  of  blood  —  I'll  spend  my  time  and  strength  and 
energy  in  doing  what  little  I  can  to  help  her  on  towards  perfection  ; 
and  I  think  the  majority  of  you  were  probably  of  this  mind,  so  far  as 
yourselves  were  concerned,  before  I  uttered  one  word  today. 

I  cannot  close,  Commander  Jones,  before  I  assure  you  that  I  am 
deeply  sensible  of  the  high  honor  you  conferred  on  me  when  you 
selected  me  to  fill  the  place  of  Chaplain- in-Chief  on  youv  Staff.  But 
sir,  if  the  impression  of  honor  is  great,  the  sense  of  responsibility  is 
greater.    Honor  and  responsibility  go  hand  in  hand,  and  he  who  would 
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avoid  labor  must  ever  hesitate  to  accept  a  position  of  honor.  I  have 
endeavored  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  perform  the  work  allotted  me 
and  if  in  any  way  I  have  failed  to  measure  up  to  what  the  brothers  of 
the  Order  expected  of  me,  you  are  in  no  way  to  blame  ;  for  at  all  times 
both  you  and  your  worthy  co-workers  at  Youngstown  have  been  at  my 
service  in  giving  advice,  encouragement  and  support.  As  I  lay  down 
the  honor  and  responsibility  of  the  position  which  I  consider  to  be  the 
highest  within  the  gift  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  return  to  the  ranks, 
I  do  so  with  but  one  regret,  namely  —  that  the  cordial  and  inspiring 
official  relations  which  I  have  had  with  the  officers  and  staff  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief ,  must  now  cease ;  but  even  that  regret  is 
obscured  when  I  remember  that  the  friendships  which  our  official  rela- 
tionship has  cemented  shall  last  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

With  many  thanks  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  and  of  this  Encampment  for  the  manifold  courtesies  of  the 
past  year,  I  remain, 

Fraternally  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

JOHN  E  ZEITER, 
Chaplain-in- Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  report  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Reports. 

We  will  listen  to  the  Report  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General. 

Judge  Advocate-General  Johnson  submitted  his  report  as  fol- 
lows : — 

REPORT  OF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 

Gen.  A.  W.  Jones,  Sept.  11,  1900. 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.V.,  U.S  A. 

Sir:  I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Judge  Advocate- General, 
together  with  copies  of  Opinions  rendered  by  me  during  my  term  of 
office,  from  Sept.  9,  1899,  to  Sept.  11,  1900. 

During  my  incumbency  of  the  office  of  Judge  Advocate-General 
there  have  been  submitted  to  me  for  consideration  and  Opinions,  the 
By-Laws  of  three  Divisions,  the  proceedings  in  three  court-martial 
cases,  and  general  subjects  to  the  number  of  fifteen.  In  two  of  the 
court-martial  cases  I  recommended  disapproval,  and  approval  in  the 
third. 

Pursuant  to  your  request  I  procured  the  introduction  in  Congress 
of  a  resolution  granting  a  captured  Spanish  cannon  to  the  Order,  which, 
through  the  efforts  of  U.S.  Representative  Jesse  Overstreet,  and  U.S. 
Senator  A.  J.  Beveridge,  both  of  Indiana  and  members  of  the  Order, 
was  pushed  to  a  successful  passage.  This  resolution  was  approved  by 
the  President  June  7,  1900,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed.  In 
pushing  this  resolution  I  had  occasion  to  call  on  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  for  courtesies,  which  in  most  cases  were  cheerfully 
rendered.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  offer  my  thanks  for  courtesies  to 
Representatives  Joseph  V.  Graff  of  Peoria,  111.  ;  James  E.  Watson  of 
Rushville,  Ind.,  and  John  J.  Jenkins  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.  ; 
Brothers  William  E.  Hull  of  Illinois;  A.  G.  Braband  of  Wisconsin; 
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E.  B.  Folsom  of  New  Hampshire ;  I.  E.  Morse  and  S.  T.  Peck  of 
Vermont,  and  E.  K.  DuPuy  of  Maryland.  Brothers  Overstreet  and 
Beveridge  have  already  received  the  official  thanks  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

My  relations  with  the  different  members  of  the  Order  and  of  your 
staff,  have  been  harmonious  and  pleasant.  I  especially  desire  to 
express  my  thanks  to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott  for  courtesies 
and  assistance  to  me  during  my  term  of  office. 

Thanking  you  for  courtesies  and  assistance  accorded  me,  I  am 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

F.  T.  F.  JOHNSON, 
Judge  Advocate- General. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  introduced  in  Congress  :  — 
[Public  Resolution,  No.  42  ] 

Joint  Resolution  donating  a  condemned  cannon  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the'  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  discretion, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  Fred  E.  Bolton,  Quartermaster- 
General  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  United  States  of  America,  one  dismounted 
condemned  cannon  captured  from  or  surrendered  by  Spain  during  the  Spanish- 
American  War;  Provided,  That  the  Government  shall  be  at  no  expense  in  con- 
nection with  the  delivering  of  said  cannon.    [Approved,  June  7,  1900.] 

[For  the  Opinions  of  Judge  Advocate-General  see  the  Decisions  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief.] 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  report  will  take  its  usual  reference, 
and  I  hope  it  will  meet  with  the  same  response  it  did  with  me.  I  agreed 
with  the  Judge  Advocate-General  every  time  he  submitted  a  Decision 
this  year;    Is  there  a  report  from  the  Council-in-Chief  ? 

Chairman  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  The  Council-in-Chief  is  not  ready  to 
submit  its  report  yet. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Are  there  any  further  reports  from 
officers  ? 

The  Adjutant-General :  There  are  no  further  reports  of  officers. 
The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  the  Committee  on  University  ready 
to  report? 

Chairman  A.  L  Sorter  of  Iowa :  The  Committee  on  University 
will  be  ready  to  report  any  time  tomorrow  that  this  Encampment  may 
request. 

Wra.  E.  Bnndy  of  Ohio  :  That  is  a  matter  of  so  much  moment  and 
great  interest  to  all  the  members  of  this  Encampment,  it  appears  to  me 
that  some  special  time  should  be  set,  as  it  is  altogether  likely  that  every- 
one is  anxious  to  hear  all  that  may  be  said,  and  obtain  all  the  informa- 
tion possible  in  regard  to  this  proposed  patriotic  University  and  its 
location.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the  report  of  this  committee,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  question  of  the  location  of  this  proposed  University, 
be  made  a  special  order  of  business  for  ten  o'clock  tomorrow  morning, 
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and  if  necessary,  that  the  regular  order  of  business  be  suspended 
therefor. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations 
is  ready  to  report.  General  Shepard  hardly  needs  any  introduction  to 
this  Order. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  RELATIONS. 

Frank  L.  Shepard  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  submit  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  a  very  brief  report  of  the  work 
of  that  committee.  The  details  have  been  covered  so  fully  in  your 
magnificent  report  that  it  would  be  a  mere  repetition  to  again  refer  to 
them  in  this  report.    I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report :  — 

Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11,  1900. 

Asa  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chief,  S.V.-,  U.S.A. 

Dear  Sir  and  Commander:  Your  Committee  on  Fraternal  Rela- 
tions appointed  to  express  to  the  Thirty-fourth  National  Encampment 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  the  sentiments  entertained  by  our 
Order  towards  that  organization,  beg  to  report  that  it  met  in  Chicago 
at  the  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  called  upon  the  officers  of 
the  Grand  Army  and  at  their  several  Department  Headquarters,  and  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  kindred  societies,  and  presented  your  compli- 
ments and  the  good  wishes  of  our  Order. 

Your  committee  also  made  an  official  visit  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  in  its  regular  Encampment  assembled  and  expressed  our 
interest  in  their  Order,  and  in  their  membership  of  noble  manhood  there 
represented  ;  touched  upon  the  purposes  of  our  Order  and  expressed 
the  wish  for  a  closer  practical  relationship  between  the  two. 

Visits  were  likewise  made  to  the  meetings  of  the  Daughters  of 
Veterans,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  the  Ladies  of  the  G.A.R. 

We  beg  to  mention  herein  the  fact  that  the  local  Grand  Army 
were  assisted  in  their  entertainment  of  the  Encampment  by  the  local 
Sons  of  Veterans,  who  manned  the  information  bureaus,  furnished 
details  for  the  depots  to  escort  the  visiting  veterans  to  their  destinations, 
looked  after  their  baggage,  furnished  sandwiches  and  ice  water  to  the 
veterans  along  the  line  of  march  in  the  great  parade,  and  meals  to  many 
thousand  veterans  during  the  Encampment,  and  gave  several  receptions 
and  camp-fires  to  the  Grand  Army,  at  one  of  which  you  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Shaw  responded  for  your  respective  organizations. 

As  a  result  of  your  communication  to  and  conference  with  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Shaw  and  the  Council  of  Administration  of  the  Grand 
Army,  the  Commander-in-Chief  recommended  to  this  Encampment  of 
the  Grand  Army  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  to  confer 
with  a  like  committee  from  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  reference  to  the 
future  relations  of  the  two  Orders,  which  recommendation  was  adopted 
by  the  Encampment. 
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Your  committee  met  with  a  close  fraternal  greeting  on  every  hand, 
and  we  feel  that  the  desired  relations  between  our  membership  and  that 
of  the  Grand  Army,  whose  splendid  example  we  emulate,  is  more 
nearly  being  realized. 

Thanking  you,  we  beg  to  remain 

Fraternally  yours, 

FRANK  L.  SHEPARD, 
AVILLIAM  G.  DUSTIN, 
WM.  H.  ARMSTRONG, 
THEODORE   A  BARTON, 
JOHN  R.  NEELY, 
WILLIAM  T.  CHURCH, 
C   G.  MARSH, 

Committee . 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  That  being  a  report  of  the  committee 
the  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Wra,  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  [  move  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  received  and  adopted,  and  that  the  committee  be  discharged  with 
the  thanks  of  this  Encampment ;  and  I  also  would  like  to  incorporate 
as  a  part  of  this  motion  that  the  committee  that  has  been  requested  by 
the  Grand-  Army  of  the  Republic  to  confer  with  a  like  committee 
appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  that  organization,  be  appointed 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  Order  at  this  time. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  motion  so  far  as  it  accepts  and 
adopts  the  report  is  unnecessary,  as  it  is  a  report  of  our  committee  and 
comes  before  us  without  motion.  So  far  as  the  committee  is  concerned 
the  Chair  accepts  it  as  a  motion  very  properly  made  and  will  be  very 
glad  to  appoint  that  committee.  The  question  is  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  report. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  report  adopted  unanimously. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Upon  the  motion  of  General  Bundy 
the  question  is  upon  the  appointment  by  the  Chair  of  a  committee  of 
three  to  confer  with  a  like  committee  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic.   Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

Dan  S.  Gardner  of  Ohio  :  Before  proceeding  with  that  question 
I  desire  to  amend  the  motion  of  General  Bundy  that  that  motion  shall 
include  that  the  present  Commander-in-Chief  shall  be  chairman  of  that 
committee. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Commander  Gardner,  you  will  please 
me  very  much  if  you  will  uot  insist  upon  that.  I  can  appoint  a  better 
committee. 

Wm.  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  I  certainly  accept  the  amendment. 

Dan  S.  Gardner  of  Ohio :  I  believe  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
Encampment  that  the  present  Commander-in-Chief  act  in  that  capacity. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  will  be  subject  to  orders  at  all  times, 
but  I  am  going  to  take  General  Bundy's  motion  and  I  will  appoint  this 
committee. 

James  Lewis  Rake  of  Pennsylvania :  We  simply  want  to  know 
whether  we  have  been  "gold  bricked"  or  not.  We  have  believed  3'ou 
an  honest  man  and  want  to  continue  to  believe  so.  [Laughter.] 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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The  Adjutant-General,  Chairman  ex-officio  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  then  submitted  a  supplemental  report,  seating  representa- 
tives from  the  Divisions  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  Connecticut, 
Indiana,  Kansas,  Maryland,  Michigan,  New  Jersey,  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania, which  was  accepted. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  next  in  order  is  the  reception 
and  reference  of  communications  from  Divisions,  to  be  called  in  alpha- 
betical order.  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll  of  Divisions  for 
anv  communications. 

The  Adjutant-General :  On  the  receipt  of  communications  I  would 
ask  the  consent  of  the  Encampment  to  do  this  in  one  job.  The  con- 
stitution requires  that  the  communications  be  asked  for  by  Divisions 
and  then  by  Camps  and  individuals.  I  suggest  that  if  any  brother  has 
anything  to  present  that  he  present  it,  whether  from  Camp,  individual 
or  Division,  when  the  Division  is  called. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  any  objection  to  that  sugges- 
tion? If  not,  we  will  suspend  the  constitution  by  unanimous  consent. 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  Divisions  and  all  communi- 
cations were  referred  to  the  proper  committees,  without  debate. 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  We  have  arrived  in  our  order  of  busi- 
ness to  a  place  where  there  is  nothing  particular  for  this  Encampment 
to  do  at  the  present  time,  until  you  can  get  more  reports  from  your 
committees.  It  has  been  my  observation  in  the  National  Encampment 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  (and  I  have  attended  some  few  in  the  course 
of  my  connection  with  the  Order)  that  we  meet,  we  hear  the 
reports  of  our  officers,  we  elect  their  successors,  and  go  home,  and 
when  we  get  home  we  think  the  thing  over  and  we  sometimes  wonder 
what  did  we  go  for.  It  strikes  me,  brothers,  that  here  is  a  time  and 
a  place  and  the  occasion  this  afternoon  when  we  can  go  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  and  have  a  general  discussion.  Not  go  into  our 
reports  to  any  extent,  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  but  an  interchange 
of  ideas  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  an  old  experience  meeting  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Let  us  hear  from  California,  and  let 
us  hear  from  Maine,  what  they  are  doing,  and  what  they  want  to  do. 
Let  us  hear  why  there  is  a  failure  in  one  Division  and  success  in 
another.  Let  us  go  home  and  try  to  do  something  to  build  up  the 
Order.  Let  us  have  an  experience  meeting  this  afternoon  and  put  in 
two  or  three  hours.  Therefore,  Mr.  Commander,  I  move  that  we  now 
go  into  the  committee  of  the  whole  to  discuss  the  general  good  of  the 
Order. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

CONCERNING  WILLIAM  E.  HOWARD. 

C.J.  Post  of  Michigan  :  Before  this  motion  is  put,  I  want  to  pre- 
sent the  case  of  a  brother  who  is  a  member  of  our  Camp.  He  is  at  the 
present  time  in  the  hospital  in  Manila. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  An  excellent  thing  under  the  motion  of 
General  Abbott. 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  I  will  withdraw  for  Michigan  on  this 
occasion. 


CONCERNING    WILLIAM  E.  HOWARD. 
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C.J.  Post  of  Michigan  :  This  brother  I  speak  of  is  William  E. 
Howard.  He  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  Camp  No. 
14,  Grand  Rapids.  He  enlisted  in  the  war  and  came  home  and  was 
discharged  and  re-enlisted  in  the  United  States  regulars  ;  was  sent  to 
the  Philippine  Islands,  and  at  the  present  time  is  sick  there  in  the  hos- 
pital with  dysentery.  His  mother  came  to  my  house  Sunday  night  and 
■said  she  had  been  unable  to  get  him  discharged  or  to  get  a  furlough 
for  him.  I  told  her  I  would  bring  the  matter  up  before  this  body  and 
see  if  something  could  not  be  done  for  this  brother.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested by  some  of  the  brothers  that  this  would  be  a  good  way  to  get  at 
it :  to  make  a  motion  before  this  Encampment,  requesting  the  War 
Department  to  give  that  brother  a  six  months'  furlough,  or  discharge 
him  and  send  him  home.  I  make  that  a  motion,  that  this  body  petition 
the  War  Department  to  give  that  brother  a  six  months'  furlough  and 
send  him  home.  I  think  perhaps  he  will  never  reach  home,  from  the 
report  his  mother  gives. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  May  I  suggest  to  the  brother,  in  some 
way  you  will  have  to  get  the  facts  before  the  department?  Would  it 
not  be  well  to  refer  the  matter  to  some  committee  and  let  them  report 
the  facts  and  with  it  a  request  to  the  department? 

Frank  K.  Maples  of  New  York :  I  move  that  this  matter  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five  for  investigation  and  report  to  this 
convention.    The  motion  was  seconded. 

S.  C.  Tipton  of  Indiana  :  I  would  move  to  amend  the  motion, 
that,  as  J.  A.  Hull  of  Iowa  is  a  member  of  the  Military  Committee  of 
Congress,  that  he  be  placed  on  the  committee  as  chairman. 

The  amendment  was  accepted.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  That  committee  will  be:  Comrade  J.  A. 
Hull  of  Iowa,  Brother  Frank  K.  Maples  of  New  York,  Surg. -Gen. 
C.  W.  Staples  of  Vermont,  C.  J.  Post  of  Michigan,  and  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Charles  K.  Darling  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief :  The  Committee  upon  Mili- 
tary College  desires  the  privilege  of  retiring  to  complete  its  work.  I 
desire  to  be  relieved  from  my  official  duties. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  any  objection  ?  The  Chair 
hears  none.  Brother  L.  A.  Dilley  of  Iowa  will  act  as  Senior  Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief . 

At  this  point  the  handsome  souvenir  badges  furnished  by  the 
Local  Committee  were  distributed  to  members  of  the  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  What  is  the  further  pleasure  of  this 
Encampment? 

COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  GREETINGS  TO  LADIES'  AID  SOCIETY 

APPOINTED. 

George  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  :  I  move  that  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  convey  the  fraternal  greetings 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  the  National  Convention  of  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief :  Don't  need  a  motion  of  that  kind. 
You  have  got  to  agree  to  it.  If  there  is  no  objection,  we  will  take  it 
as  an  established  fact.  I  have  selected,  I  think,  the  five  prettiest  men. 
in  this  Encampment  to  go  and  see  the  ladies  and,  as  I  understand,  they 
are  all  ladies'  men:  Past  Commander  Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey, 
Commander  Frank  J.  Clinton  of  Rhode  Island,  Commander  E.  N. 
Courson  of  Maine,  Past  Commander  Geo.  C.  Harvey  of  Indiana,  and 
Past  Commander  George  Addington  of  New  York.  [Laughter.] 

COMMITTEE  TO  CONFER  WITH  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 

APPOINTED. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  committee  to  confer  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  be:  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Wan. 
E.  Bundy  of  Ohio,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Frank  L.  Shepard  of 
Illinois,  and  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief,  whomever  you  may 
elect.  The  members  of  the  various  committees  will  be  excused  from 
further  attendance  at  this  session  unless  there  is  objection.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection. 

J.  Frank  Durston  of  New  York  :  The  Local  Committee,  as  you 
know,  have  arranged  for  a  ball  and  reception  for  tonight  at  the  Empire 
House.  The  reception  will  take  place  at  7  o'clock.  The  carriage  ride 
was  advertised  to  start  this  morning  at  11  o'clock  and  it  started  at  that 
time.  Some  of  the  ladies  went,  but  you  did  not.  The  reception  will 
begin  at  seven  ;  the  ball  comes  after  it.  On  tomorrow  night  at  half 
past  seven  o'clock  the  trolley  ride  will  be  given.  The  trolley  cars  will 
start  at  half  past  seven.  We  are  going  to  take  you  to  the  Lakeside 
Park  to  the  theatre.    The  start  will  be  made  from  the  Court  House. 

RECESS  UNTIL  9  O'CLOCK  A.M. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Encampment  take  recess  until 
tomorrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Encampment  took  recess  until 
Wednesday,  September  12,  1900,  at  9  o'clock  a.m. 


WEDNESDAY  —  MORNING  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  12,  1900,  9  o'clock  a.m. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  the  Encampment. 

(Roll-call  No.  3.) 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  next  in  order  is  unfinished  business. 
F.  II.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin  :  The  report  of  the  Council-in- 
Chief  lias  not  been  read. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  the  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief 
ready  ? 


COMMUNICA  TIONS. 
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Chairman  G.  B.  Abbott:  The  report  of  the  Council-in-Chief  is 
being  prepared.  I  will  state  in  defense  of  the  Council-in-Chief  that 
Brother  Sortor  has  been  very  much  occupied,  as  you  all  know,  and 
there  has  been  one  other  member  of  the  Council  that  it  has  been  prac- 
tically impossible  to  get  to  meet  with  us.  Our  work  of  auditing  the 
books  has  been  completed  for  twenty-four  hours,  but  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  Council  has  been  difficult  to  accomplish. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Perhaps  we  can  occupy  a  little  time  by 
reading  some  communications. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Any  communications  on  your  desk  you 
may  read. 

CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAMS. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  following  communications :  — 

Providence,  R.I.,  Sept.  11,  11)00. 
Rhode  Island  Division  sends  greetings  to  Nineteenth  Encampment  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief.    Rhode  Island  for  1901.  ORRAY  T.  MASON, 

Judge  Advocate. 

Colorado  Spiungs,  Col.,  Sept.  10,  1000. 
Regret  yon  are  not  with  us  enjoying  cool  mountain  breezes.  Cordial 
greeting  and  best  wishes  for  successful  Encampment. 

R.  LOBENSTEIN  and 

HARRY  T.  MOORE  (California). 


The  Adjutant-General :  We  have  received  a  number  of  invitations 
from  various  cities  inviting  us  to  hold  our  next  Encampment  with  them. 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  the  proper  time  to  read  them,  or  defer 
them  until  we  consider  that  subject. 

K.  B.  Czarnecki  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  would  make  a  motion 
that  they  be  postponed  until  such  time  as  we  come  to  the  determination 
of  the  place  of  holding  the  next  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  If  there  is  no  objection  that  will  be  the 
order.    The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  called  on  me 
last  evening  and  desired  to  have  a  time  fixed  to  pay  us  their  fraternal 
greetings,  and  looking  at  the  fact  that  we  have  a  good  deal  of  work 
for  this  forenoon,  I  suggested  half  past  two  this  afternoon.  If  that  is 
agreeable  to  the  Encampment  we  will  regard  that  as  the  special  order 
for  2.30  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Is  it  agreed  to?  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection.  The  committee  that  so  elegantly  and  courteously  presented 
our  compliments  to  the  ladies  yesterday,  will  act  as  a  committee  still, 
to  receive  the  ladies  when  they  visit  us,  escort  them,  and  see  that  they 
are  taken  care  of. 

The  Adjutant-General:  I  have  a  further  communication,  Com- 
mander, from  Mrs.  Ada  G.  Mohr,  Past  Department  President  of 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  of  the  Department  of  New  York,  addressed  to 
this  convention.    Is  it  your  pleasure  I  shall  read  it? 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  :  You  may  read  it. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  tbe  following  communication  :  — 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Sept.  10,  1900. 

To  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 

Greeting  :  As  you  are  now  in  Convention  assembled,  although  not  present, 
my  thoughts  are  with  you.  God  grant  that  you  may  have  a  pleasant  and  har- 
monious Encampment.  As  the  ranks  of  the  Grand  Army  decrease  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  increases.  The  world  will  look  to  you  to 
perpetuate  the  name  your  fathers  so  nobly  won.  It  is  my  work  and  aim  to 
encourage  your  noble  Order  and  to  urge  the  formation  of  a  Camp  to  every  Post 
without  one  You  must  take  up  the  work  your  fathers  lay  down.  The  aged 
and  dependent  widow  and  mother  will  look  to  the  "  son  "  for  support  and  com- 
fort when  the  "veteran "has  passed  away.  You  have  a  future  before  you, 
and  I  stand  ready  to  help  you  bear  your  burdens,  visit  your  camp-fires  and 
encourage  your  Camps  from  time  to  time  by  personal  visits. 

"  In  a  world  -where  care  and  sorrow  ever  will  be  known, 
Where  are  found  the  needy  and  the  sad  and  lone, 
Oh !  what  joy  and  comfort  you  can  all  bestow, 
If  you  scatter  sunshine  everywhere  you  go. 

Little  acts  of  kindness  oft  meet  the  sorest  needs; 

For  the  world  wants  daily  little  kindly  deeds. 
Oh!  what  care  and  sorrow  you  can  help  remove, 

By  your  deeds  of  courage,  sympathy  and  love." 

Again  pledging  anew  my  allegiance  to  your  Order,  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
I  remain,  Your  co-worker  in  F.,  C  and  L., 

ADA  G.  MOHR, 

Past  Department  President 

G.  B.  Abbott:  I  will  state  that  I  had  tbe  pleasure  of  visiting  the 
New  York  Division  Encampment  when  Mrs.  Mohr  came  there  and 
talked  to  the  boys  and  gave  tbem  some  very  encouraging  words. 

The  Commander-in-Cbief :  Anything  further  on  your  table,  Adju- 
tant-General? 

The  Adjutant-Geueral  read  the  following  communications  :  — 

New  Bethlehem,  Pa  ,  Sept.  10,  1900. 
Greetings  and  best  wishes  to  all  members  of  the  Encampment.    May  all 
business  transacted  be  for  the  future  advancement  of  our  noble  organization 
Regret  that  I  cannot  be  with  you.  JNO.  R.  HIMES, 

Inspector  Pennsylvania  Division. 

Providence,  R.I.,  Sept.  11,  1900. 
Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside  Camp  greets  the  Nineteenth  Encampment  and  hopes 
to  see  the  Twentieth  at  Providence.  Capt.  GEO.  C.  FAVOR. 


The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  know  that  our  committees  were  working- 
late  last  night  and  have  not  yet  completed  their  work,  and  if  there  is 
anything  else  that  we  can  do  that  may  come  later,  with  unanimous  con- 
sent, we  can  undertake  to  do  it  now.  If  any  member  has  any  matter 
that  he  desires  to  present,  the  Chair  will  recognize  him  for  that  purpose 
at  almost  any  time  up  to  ten  o'clock,  when  it  is  the  special  order  for 
the  University  Committee. 
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Past  Commander-in-Chief  Maccabe,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Officers'  Reports,  will  make  his  report. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORTS. 

Chairman  Maccabe :  The  work  of  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Reports  largely  consists  of  a  distributing  agency.  It  also  has  various 
matters  referred  to  it.  And  in  order  to  make  partial  report,  at  this 
time,  the  committee  begs  leave  to  say :  — 

That,  with  reference  to  the  seventeen  decisions  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  it  sustains  all  save  that  of  Opinion  7,  Decision  9.  This  has 
been  referred  back.  We  neither  approve  nor  disapprove,  but  simply 
recommend  that,  in  view  of  the  lack  of  a  statement  of  clear  fact,  that 
it  be  returned  to  the  original  source,  to  wit,  the  Division  of  California, 
for  a  clearer  and  more  specific  statement. 

With  reference  to  Decision  11,  the  committee  sustains  the  decision, 
and  respectfully  recommends  that  the  appeal  be  disallowed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  thus  far  made. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Maccabe :  On  the  question  of  buttonhole  decoration, 
the  committee  would  say  that  it  is  now  only  waiting  for  a  telegram,  in 
order  that  we  can  inform  the  convention  just  what  that  decoration  will 
cost.  But,  Mr.  Commander,  your  very  wise  suggestion,  in  your  report,, 
sought  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  Commandery ;  and  in  har- 
mony therewith,  the  committee  would  be  pleased  to  hear  an  expression 
as  to  the  advisability  of  one  or  two  decorations,  and  what  the  same 
should  consist  of. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  to  that 
course. 

Chairman  Maccabe :  I  want  to  say  that  we  appreciate  the  fact 
that  the  special  order  of  business  for  10  o'clock  is  the  University 
report,  and  we  are  willing  to  withdraw  at  any  time  and  yield  the  floor 
to  that  proposition,  when  the  advocates  of  it  are  ready. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  What  is  the  desire  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  University? 

Chairman  Sortor :  1  would  suggest  that  Chairman  Maccabe  be 
allowed  to  proceed  with  his  report  and  finish  that  matter  up.  I  think 
it  would  be  better  all  around. 

Chairman  Maccabe  :  Without  having  the  illustrations  here,  I  might 
say,  Mr.  Commander,  that  the  intent  of  the  gentlemen  who  passed  on 
the  matter  of  a  buttonhole  decoration,  is  practically  the  adoption  of  the 
tri-color  bar  decoration.  That  is  to  say,  red,  white  and  blue  on  either 
end  with  a  red  center.  I  am  frank  1o  say  that,  for  one,  I  am  wedded  to 
the  original  and  the  first  decoration  of  our  organization,  the  bar  decora- 
tion now  worn,  which  some  in  our  Order  (and  no  one  else  that  I  ever 
heard  of)  refer  to  as  the  l'  barber  pole."  I  want  to  say  that  the  decora- 
tion now  proposed  has  been  considered  very  carefully,  and  after  a  care- 
ful consideration  of  all  suggestions  and  theories,  the  committee  thought 
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it  would  be  best  to  present  to  you  this  one  decoration.  That,  of  course, 
would  do  away  with  all  other  decorations.  The  intention  is  to  have 
one  and  a  uniform  decoration,  and  that  decoration  to  stand  for  some- 
thing, as,  for  example,  the  colors  of  our  country's  flag,  and  to  be  worn 
only  by  Sons  of  Veterans.  And  whereas  now,  there  are  four  or  five, 
or  possibly  a  dozen  different  decorations,  worn  by  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  membership,  we  will,  provided  this  recommendation  is  adopted, 
only  have  one  decoration,  and  that  to  be,  substantially,  the  red,  white 
and  blue.  The  committee  present  this  in  order  that  those  who  desire  to 
discuss  the  question  may  have  more  or  less  material  for  debate.  We 
are  very  anxious  indeed  to  hear  an  opinion  or  two,  a  dozen  I  might  say, 
expressed  as  to  the  practicability  of  adopting  this  especial  decoration. 
I  should  have  said,  by  the  way,  that  the  composition  of  the  decoration 
will  be  ribbon  for  those  who  desire  to  have  a  ribbon,  and  enamel  for 
those  who  desire  to  have  a  long  and  durable  decoration.  In  enamel 
you  will  have  it  to  wear  forever.  In  cloth  it  will  not  wear  perhaps 
forever,  but  next  to  forever.  There  will  be  two  kinds,  one  in  cloth 
and  one  in  enamel.  The  price  of  the  one  in  enamel  will  not  exceed 
nineteen  cents  to  Divisions. 

The  Commander-  in- Chief  :  The  chairman  of  the  committee  is  now 
waiting  for  any  suggestion,  that  any  member  may  have,  or  any 
questions  that  they  desire  to  propound  to  him  upon  the  subject.  It 
is  open  for  discussion. 

Chairman  Maccabe  :  The  decoration  is  practically  the  one  I  now 
hold  in  my  hand,  save  perhaps,  smaller  and  neater.  [Chairman 
Maccabe  exhibits  decoration.]  It  is  sometimes  referred  to  flippantly 
as  the  "  barber  pole."  In  this  connection,  I  would  like  to  say  that  the 
history  of  the  tri-color  bar  decoration  commences  with  the  organization 
of  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  was  conceived  primarily,  because  it  contained 
the  colors  of  our  country's  flag.  Next  it  was  taken  from  a  pretty 
piece  of  sentiment,  attributed  to  the  great  Napoleon,  when  he  organized 
his  famous  Old  Guard.  They  were  picked  men,  and  when  a  man  was 
mustered  into  the  Old  Guard  it  was  deemed  a  signal  honor ;  only  the 
worthy,  the  brave,  the  tried  and  the  true,  were  eligible  to  membership 
in  the  Old  Guard.  And,  it  is  said,  whether  it  is  rhetoric  or  fact  I  am 
unable  to  say,  that  when  the  recruit  was  mustered  into  the  Guard, 
some  distinguished  official,  in  case  Napoleon  could  not  do  it,  placed  in 
the  knapsack  of  the  new  member  a  baton,  because  as  Napoleon  said, 
only  men  who  are  eligible  to  carry  the  baton  of  a  Field  Marshal  of 
France  were  entitled  to  membership  in  the  Old  Guard.  That,  in  brief, 
is  the  history  of  the  11  barber  pole,"  so  called  by  certain  individuals. 

Now,  then,  I  want  to  state  the  history  of  the  present  bronze  one. 
Unfortunately,  I  have  a  plain  and  a  blunt  way  of  expressing  myself. 
At  Des  Moines  an  effort  was  made  to  do  away  with  this  pretty  piece 
of  patriotism.  I  was  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules 
and  Regulations,  when  one  of  our  brothers,  in  the  goodness  of  his  heart, 
introduced  a  resolution  providing  for  the  creation  of  the  present  bronze 
decoration,  as  the  official  and  only  buttonhole  decoration  of  our  Order. 
In  those  days  we,  in  the  East,  had  considerable  discussion  over  the 
anglo-maniac.    I  arose  and  asked  if  we,  in  the  East,  who  desired  to 
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carry  the  colors  of  our  country's  flag  iu  the  buttonhole  of  our  coat  could 
not  be  allowed  that  one  privilege;  and,  I  am  glad  to  say,  that  every 
brother  in  the  convention  stood  by  us,  and  we  saved  the  red,  white 
and  blue  decoration.  But  the  commercial  instincts  of  some  succeeded 
in  securing  the  bronze  decoration ;  we,  however,  had  no  objection  to 
the  bronze  decoration,  so  long  as  we  could  keep  the  red,  white  and 
blue.  That  is  the  history  of  the  more  recent  addition  to  the  wealth  of 
buttonhole  decorations. 

I  am  frank  to  say,  Mr.  Commander,  for  one,  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  retention  of  this  decoration  (meaning  red,  white  and  blue  bar) 
absolutely.  I  have  no  serious  objection  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
bronze  decoration.  I  would  prefer,  if  you  asked  me  whether  or  not 
we  should  have  one  decoration,  and  what  decoration  that  should  be,  I 
would  prefer  this  red,  white  and  blue  decoration.  Quartermaster- 
General  Bolton  has  a  sample  decoration,  which  in  my  opinion,  meets 
the  requirement.  It  is  this  [exhibiting  bar],  only  very  much  smaller 
and  neater  —  one  of  the  neatest  decorations  I  have  ever  seen.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  now  come  under  the  flippant  caption  of  a  "  barber  pole," 
but  if  it  does,  and  if  the  "  barber  pole  "  teaches  me  patriotism,  and  if  the 
*'  barber  pole"  maintains  the  dignity  and  patriotism  of  our  flag,  I  will 
take  my  hat  off  in  respect  to  it.  [Applause.]  The  recommendation 
of  the  committee,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  that  the  buttonhole  decoration 
which  Quartermaster-General  Bolton  has  in  his  possession  be  adopted 
as  the  decoration  of  this  Order. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
report  and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  and  it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York :  Commander,  yesterday  I  sent  a 
telegram  to  N.  P.  Pond,  Commander  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  of  the  Department  of  New  York,  requesting  his  presence  here, 
and  I  have  his  reply,  with  his  greetings  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  as 
follows  :  — 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  N.  P.  POND. 

Rochester,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11,  1900. 
Should  be  delighted  to  pass  my  birthday  with  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
assembled  in  Syracuse,  but  business  engagements  keep  me  in  Rochester  to  my 
great  regret.    Will  yon  kindly  convey  to  the  members  of  the  Encampment  as 
my  greeting  :  — 

I  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  flag  of  our  country  will  ever  be  safe  in  the 
hands  of  the  sons  of  the  men  who  carried  it  to  victory  and  saved  the  nation  in 
18G1-1SGG.  N.  P.  POND, 

Commander  Department  New  YorJc,  Cr.A.R. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  special  order  of  yesterday  has 
arrived.    The  Committee  on  University  are  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Chairman  Sortor  :  Commander,  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Officers'  Reports  has  not  completed  its  report  we  would  be  very 
pleased  to  have  them  proceed.  We  have  some  very  important  business 
to  transact  yet. 
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Chairman  Maccabe  :  We  have  one  more  matter,  Mr.  Commander. 
That  is  upon  the  matter  which  appertains  to  one  of  our  Commander's 
decisions,  providing  for  simply  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations,  which,  of  course,  under  the  rules  must  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  and 
that  substantially  completes  our  business  for  the  present  time. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  committee  report  progress,  and 
ask  further  time;  if  there  is  no  objection  further  time  will  be  granted. 
The  Chair  hears  noue. 

Chairman  Maccabe  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Reports  :  Mr. 
Commander,  we  have  one  more  matter  here;  an  appeal  from  Anna  M. 
Ross  Camp  No.  1,  Pennsylvania  Division.  The  committee  begs  leave 
to  recommend  that  this  appeal  be  disallowed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  committee.    Are  there  any  remarks? 

Chairman  Maccabe :  This  is  an  appeal  on  matter  pertaining  to 
the  inspection  of  the  Camp. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  OF  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

W.J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin  submitted  the  report  of  Council- in- 
Chief ,  as  follows  :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

Brothers :  The  Council-in-Chief  herewith  submits  a  record  of  its- 
proceedings  for  your  consideration  and  approval. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment 
at  Detroit,  your  Council  held  a  meeting  and  was  formally  organized  by 
the  election  of  G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  as  Chairman  and  A.  L.  Sortor 
of  Iowa  as  Secretary. 

The  bond  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  fixed  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  of  the  Quartermaster-General  in  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  and  later  their  bonds  were  submitted  to  and  approved 
by  your  Council,  the  sureties  proving  satisfactory. 

By  unanimous  action  of  your  Council,  September  11-13  was  the 
date  approved  for  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment. 

The  Pennsylvania  Division  submitted  to  your  Council  a  claim 
against  the  Commandery-in-Chief  for  Sixteen  Dollars  for  rituals 
required  by  that  Division,  over  and  above  what  was  allowed  by  the 
Commandery-in-Chief.  After  careful  deliberation  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  the  claim  was  not  a  valid  one,  and  therefore  was  not 
allowed. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  have  been  most  carefully  examined.  Without 
wishing  to  be  eulogistic,  yet,  your  Council  desires  to  express  its  appre- 
ciation of  the  careful  and  business-like  manner  in  which  these  books  of 
your  Commandery  are  kept.    They  are  models  of  neatness.    We  found 
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the  accounts  accurate  and  lucid,  and  thus  our  labors  were  greatly 
facilitated. 

As  to  the  careful  business-like  management  of  the  interests  and 
finances  of  our  Order,  we  need  but  to  state  that  there  is  a  cash  balance 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  amounting  to  $1,199.67. 

The  accounts  have  been  certified  to  on  the  respective  books. 

We  recommend  that  no  funds  be  appropriated  from  the  treasury 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  during  a  session  of  any  Encampment, 
except  for  fixed  charges,  until  the  resolution  appropriating  the  same 
shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  Council-in-Chief. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F. ,  C.  and  L., 

G.  B.  ABBOTT,  Chairman, 
A.  L.  SORTOR,  Jr.,  Secretary, 
VV.  J.  PATTON, 

Co  uncil-in- Ch  ief. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Council-in-Chief,  and  it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Adjutant-General:  The  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  names  as  entitled  to  seats  in  this  Encampment. 

Commander  Robt.  J.  Van  Houten,  Past  Commander  James  B. 
Adams  of  New  Jersey;  Past  Commander  Arthur  M.  Soule  of  Maine; 
Past  Commander  John  R.  Neeley  of  Illinois  ;  Past  Commander-  in-Chief 
R.  M.  J.  Reed,  Past  Division  Commanders  W.  B.  McNulty,  Wildun 
Scott,  Jas.  H.  Tawney,  Delegates  Walter  R.  Ross,  F.  H.  Hawkins, 
Wm.  D.  Oit  and  Jno.  L.  Salem  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  UNIVERSITY. 

Chairman  A.  L.  Sortor :  Commander,  the  Committee  on  University 
is  ready  to  report,  and  Secretary  Wm.  T.  Church  of  the  committee  will 
read  the  report. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  Chair  has  the  pleasure  of  present- 
ing Brother  Church  of  Illinois,  who  Avill  present  the  report  of  the 
University  Committee. 

Past  Commander  Church  read  and  submitted  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  National  Military  College  as  follows  :  — 

Asa  W.  Jones, 

Commander-in-Chirf,  8.  V ,  U.S.A. 

Sir:  Your  Committee  upon  Military  College  has  the  honor  to  report  as 
follows  :  — 

In  presenting  its  report  the  committee  does  so  with  the  full  realization  of 
the  fact  that  it  should  be  complete,  yet  the  work  was  so  vast  that  we  found 
ourselves  obliged  to  condense  much  of  the  matter  treating  of  essentials,  and 
to  eliminate  a  great  amount  of  interesting  detail.  However,  we  assume  that 
every  member  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  is  familiar  with  this  subject,  which 
we  feel  is  the  most  important  work  ever  attempted  by  the  Order. 

Prior  to  the  appointment  of  the  original  committee  in  1897,  there  Avas 
material  evidence  of  the  desire  upon  the  part  of  the  more  practical  members  of 
the  Order  to  undertake  some  Avork  of  large  proportions,  and  in  keeping  Avith 
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its  teachings.  That  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the 
proposition  to  found  a  Memorial  University,  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Union  Army  and  the  women  of  war  times,  and  if  possible  report 
some  feasible  plan  of  action.  It  realized  that  the  effort  would  be  useless  unless 
the  rank  and  file  of  the. Order  approved  of  the  idea,  and  desired  to  labor  for 
its  success.  In  so  large  an  undertaking  it  was  evident  that  the  support  of  the 
Camps  was  absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  the  work  was  largely  with  them,  aud 
the  result  of  this  investigation  was  the  discovery  that  the  Camps  not  only 
approved,  but  asked  a  part  in  the  work. 

The  report  of  that  committee  was  unanimously  adopted  at  Detroit  last 
year,  the  plan  to  found  such  an  institution  approved,  and  this  committee 
instructed  to  continue  the  work.  Having  been  ordered  to  the  work  by  the 
practically  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  rank  and  hie  and  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  the  committee  could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  call; 
and  in  subsequent  action  has  attempted  to  comply  with  the  positively  expressed 
desires  of  the  Order,  aud  to  labor  with  an  earnestness  which  would  bring 
success. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  in  reporting  the  actual  results  of  the  year's 
work,  this  committee  might  be  accorded  undue  credit  by  the  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  if  this  report  was  not  prefaced  by  the  information  that  these  labors 
have  been  a  delight  because  of  the  cordial  reception  of  the  idea  by  patriotic 
people  everywhere,  and  the  statement  that  the  net  results  of  this  year's  work 
represents  the  labor  of  thousands  of  loyal  men  and  women. 

Not  only  have  the  rank  and  file  of  this  Order  responded  nobly  and  sub- 
stantially, but  an  equally  substantial  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  movement 
by  the  allied  Orders,  and  thousands  of  the  best  people  in  America  who  do  not 
happen  to  be  eligible  to  membership  in  this  or  other  hereditary-patriotic 
societies.  If  the  attempt  were  made  to  make  mention  of  the  workers  deserv- 
ing honorable  mention,  an  injustice  would  be  done  to  many,  and  the  list  would 
be  too  long  for  incorporation  in  a  committee  report.  In  this  connection  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  a  large,  substantially  bound  volume  should 
be  procured  and  the  names  of  the  pioneer  workers  who  have  made  this  move- 
ment a  success  enrolled  therein,  and  this  book  placed  among  the  treasures  of 
the  institution.  The  united  efforts  of  the  many  have  brought  success  beyond 
the  hopes  of  the  most  sanguine,  and  far  in  excess  of  this  committee's  estimate 
made  one  year  apo. 

Upon  receiving  appointment  to  this  committee  each  member  seemed 
duly  impressed  with  the  responsibility  of  the  position  and  the  grave  import- 
ance of  the  work  in  hand.  It  was  a  work  so  far  reaching  in  its  effects,  and 
its  immediate  execution  of  such  vital  importance,  that  it  must  be  pursued 
cautiously  and  yet  with  vigor.  In  accepting  appointment  it  was  the  feeling  of 
each  member  of  the  committee  that  he  was  assuming  the  most  responsible 
commission  of  a  lifetime  and  entering  upon  a  work  the  success  of  which  would 
cause  the  world  to  applaud  this  Order,  while  failure  meaut  personal  disgrace. 
With  this  sense  of  grave  responsibility  the  committee  entered  upon  its  duties 
earnestly,  aud  with  the  belief  that  the  best  advice  in  tne  nation  was  none  too 
good,  because  the  contemplated  work  was  the  rearing  of  the  world's  greatest 
soldier  memorial.  The  general  desire  of  our  countrymen  to  honor  the  memory 
of  our  heroic  sires  and  the  womanhood  of  war  times,  made  it  comparatively 
easy  to  arouse  enthusiasm  and  obtain  subscriptions  everywhere. 

It  has  beeu  our  policy  to  constantly  cousult  with  leading;  financiers  and 
promoters,  eminent  educators,  and  many  members  of  the  Grand  Army  whom 
we  wish  to  honor,  therefore,  many  of  our  plans  are  not  original;  and  in  nearly 
all  cases  we  have  tried  to  be  conservative,  yet  prompt  in  the  execution  of  the 
work,  for  delay  meant  failure. 

After  agreeing  upon  general  outlines  Ave  proceeded  to  open  an  office  at 
Mason  City,  la.,  and  within  the  limits  of  our  capabilities  to  execute  as  inauy 
of  these  plans  as  twelve  months'  time  would  permit.  Immediately  after 
appointment,  the  committee  met  at  Detroit  and  organized  by  electing  A.  L. 
Sortor,  Jr.,  of  Iowa,  Chairman,  and  William  T.  Church  of  Illinois,  Secretary. 
At  this  meeting  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  year's  work  were  agreed 
upon  and  the  distribution  of  work  made.  Besides  this  meeting  four  others 
have  been  held  during  the  year;  the  second  with  all  members  preseut,  the 
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third  in  Chicago,  with  Cox,  Church  and  Sortor  present,  and  the  fourth  was 
also  held  in  Chicago  during  the  week  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic;  Cowdin,  Morris,  Church  and  Sortor  present. 
The  fifth  meeting,  at  which  this  report  was  compiled,  was  held  at  Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  with  all  members  present.  Besides  these  various  meetings,  the  Chair- 
man and  Secretary  have  met  at  the  headquarters  in  Chicago  at  frequent  inter- 
vals during  the  year ;  and  the  entire  committee  has  been  constantly  in  close 
touch  by  mail. 

As  regards  the  literary  campaign  carried  on  by  the  committee,  we  believe 
that  each  member  of  this  body  is  fully  familiar;  suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have 
not  confined  our  efforts  exclusively  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  but  have  carried 
on  an  equally  vigorous  campaign  within  the  ranks  of  the  allied  Orders.  The 
proposition  has  been  personally  presented  by  the  members  of  the  committee 
and  its  representatives  at  nearly  all  of  the  Division  Encampments  and  also 
the  Department  Encampments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  and  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  and  every  where  with  satisfactory  results 
and  large  subscriptions. 

At  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  the 
Daughters  of  Veterans  at  Chicago,  our  plans  were  enthusiastically  received, 
and  the  assistance  of  these  powerful  organizations  pledged  us.  Our  plans 
were  in  like  manner  presented  to  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Repuhlic  at  Chicago,  and  that  Order  on  the  recommendatiou  of  its 
Commander-in-Chief  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  confer  with  a  like  com- 
mittee of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  as  to  the  future  relations  of  the  two  Orders. 
The  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  were  particularly  pleased 
with  the  proposition. 

The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  have  also  pledged  us  support,  and  during  this 
year  it  has  rendered  invaluable  aid.  Plans  are  now  being  executed  by  this 
society,  which  we  are  positive  will  result  in  a  building  of  no  mean  proportions, 
and  an  honor  to  our  auxiliary. 

The  Spanish  War  veterans  are  now  considering  the  proposition  of  erect- 
ing a  building  as  a  special  memorial  to  the  men  who  fell  in  that  conflict,  and 
this  plan  is  now  practically  sure  of  execution. 

Propositions  to  organize  and  conduct  professional  schools  in  connection 
with  our  universities,  without  financial  risk  to  the  institution,  and  at  the  same 
time  paying  tribute  thereto,  have  been  made  by  various  reputable  professional 
men.  Several  chairs  will  be  endowed  and  offered  the  Board  of  Regents,  and 
several  large  endowments  are  available  at  such  time  as  actual  work  shall  be 
commenced 

The  Daughters  of  Veterans  have  commenced  raising  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  building;  and,  judging  from  what  we  know  of  this  organi- 
zation, after  having  attended  its  National  Encampment,  we  feel  safe  in 
predicting  a  structure  which  will  do  honor  to  any  American  university 
Besides  this  and  other  large  assets  which  are  available,  we  might  enumerate 
an  endless  number  of  minor  gifts  which  we  can  claim  at  such  time  as  they  can 
be  utilized  In  fact,  in  this  report  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  enumerate 
all  the  gifts  of  which  we  can  avail  ourselves,  when  it  is  desirable  so  to  do,  but 
of  all  these  the  greatest  pledge  made  on  honor  by  thousands  of  earnest 
patriotic  people  is  the  promise  to  "  weary  not  in  well  doing  "  until  we  have 
firmly  established  a  Memorial  University  which  will  be  a  credit  to  its  founders 
and  an  honor  to  those  to  whose  memory  it  is  dedicated 

From  the  War  Department  we  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  detail  of  an  army 
officer  as  Military  Instructor  in  Military  Science  and  Tactics  and  the  necessary 
equipment  for  the  College  Battalion 

During  the  past  year  the  Division  Encampments  have  contributed  to  the 
Expense  Fund  of  the  committee  as  folloAvs  :  — 


Michigan   $44  08 

Massachusetts   37  20 

Pennsylvania        .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .  32  85 

Iowa   21  00 

Illinois   17  92 

New  York    .      .      .    8  00 
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Pledges  from  the  Sons  of  Veterans  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  have  been 
secured  From  other  sources  promises  and  pledges  of  cash  and  property  worth 
at  least  $200,000  have  been  received,  and  are  believed  to  be  attainable. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  to  be  our  belief  that  by  the  time  the 
University  is  ready  to  open  its  doors,  it  can  have  available  for  use  at  least 
$2,000,000  in  cash  or  its  property  equivalent.  This  committee  was  also  charged 
-with  the  duty  of  receiving  applications  for  locations  of  the  institution ;  five 
propositions  have  been  filed  with  it  up  to  this  elate  and  are  herewith  submitted  :  — 

Cold  Spring,  Putnam  Co.,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11, 190(i. 

Presiding  Officer  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Syracuse,  N.Y. 

Will  with  pleasure  present  beautiful  and  valuable  site  sufficient  and  suited  for  uni- 
versity in  Utica,  if  acceptable  and  adopted.   Been  over  sixty  years  in  family. 

DANIEL  BUTTE RFIELD. 


"The  Hermitage,"  Lake  Minnetonka, 
A.  L.  Sortor,  Jr.,  Mound,  Minn.,  Sept.  4,  1900. 

Mason  City,  la. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Journal  of  Aug.  31,  1900,  gives  me  your  name  as 
one  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans'  Committee  on  the  National  College,  dedicated  to  the  Civil  Wai- 
ve terans. 

I  served  my  country  in  the  war  for  the  Union  on  ship  and  shore,  from  April  16,  1861, 
until  March  12,  1866. 

I  own  on  Lake  Minnetonka  a  forty-acre  lot  (my  home},  free  of  any  incumbrance, 
which  I  will  give  for  your  college  site. 

I  think  I  have  a  fine  tract  and  site  for  your  college  and  think  its  proximity  to  the 
twin  cities,  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  institution. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

GEO  BLIGHT  HALSTED, 
Caj>tain,  Brevet  Major  and  A. A. -G.  U.S.  Vols. 


Real  Estate  News  and  Union  Star. 
Silas  Dewey  Drake,  Editor. 
Mr.  George  E.  Cox,  Plainfield,  N.J.,  Sept.  ],  1900. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Dear  Sir :  I  take  this  means  of  trying  to  communicate  with  the  committee  who  have 
charge  of  the  building  of  a  college  for  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  I  would  say  that  I  would  like 
to  offer  a  tract  of  land  of  ten  acres  at  Lincoln,  N.J.,  as  a  location  for  the  college  you  purpose 
building.  Lincoln  is  situated  four  miles  west  of  Plainfield,  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  and  Cen- 
tral Railroads  of  New  Jersey.  This  town  has  every  modern  improvement,  such  as  trolleys, 
city  water,  fire  department,  post-office,  two  depots,  and  with  a  commanding  view  of  the 
beautiful  Watchung  mountains.  In  addition  to  the  donation  of  the  land  I  could  make  a 
very  substantial  donation  of  twenty-tive  thousand  dollars,  under  certain  conditions,  which 
can  be  explained  later. 

I  am  an  old  veteran  of  the  war,  gave  my  right  arm  for  the  country,  and  my  son  was 
the  Colonel  in  a  Camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  Elizabeth,  N.J.,  Louis  Lincoln  Drake,  who 
served  also  in  the  Spanish  War. 

I  refer  to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Plainfield  or  to  Gov.  Foster  Voorhees  as  to  my 
standing  in  the  business  world.  I  trust  you  will  submit  this  offer  at  your  meeting  Septem- 
ber 13,  and  will  not  decide  to  locate  at  any  other  place  until  you  havefully  considered  the 
advantages  of  Lincoln  as  a  site  for  the  Sons  of  Veterans'  College. 

Yours  truly,        SILAS  DEWEY  DRAKE. 


Brothers  of  the  Maryland  Division  present  the  oiler  of  Hon.  Frank  Hume,  a  member 
of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  of  fifty  acres  of  land  valued  at  one  thousand  dollars  per  acre, 
situated  on  the  Arlington  Ridge  one-half  mile  south  of  Arlington  Cemetery,  near  the 
Potomac  river  and  fronting  on  Washington  Alexandria,  Mt.  Vernon  Railroad,  overlooking 
the  entire  city  of  Washington,  about  three  miles  from  the  White  House,  together  with  the 
pledged  support  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Washington  Board  of 
Trade  and  Business  Men's  Association. 
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Proposition  of  the  People  ov  Iowa  to  the  Commandery-in-Cihef, 
Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. 

The  National  Military  College  Association  (Incorporated),  with  principal  place  of 
business  at  Mason  City,  la.,  and  speaking  for  the  people  of  Iowa,  offer  you  the  following  in 
consideration  of  the  selection  of  the  city  of  Mason  City,  la.,  by  the  Nineteenth  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-L'hief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  as  the  location  for  the 
proposed  Memorial  University. 

Site.   The  tract  of  about  forty  acres  known  as  the  Military  College  Reserve  in  Lyon's  . 


Park  Addition,  Mason  City,  la. 

Value       .           . .  '    .      .      .           ,'   U-  »l>>  $75,000  00 

Building.   To  cost  not  less  than       .      ...      .      .  75,000  00 

(Would  cost  $100,000  at  any  point  removed  from  quarries.) 

Support  of  Chair  of  Bible  Study  for  five  years  by  churches 

of  Mason  City,  la. ;  value  of  service   10,000  00 

Support  of  Chair  of  Applied  Patriotism  for  ten  years,  by 

Lincoln  Institute  of  Civics ;  value  of  service  .      .      .  10,000  00 

Lake  Front  Site  for  Naval  Reserve  Station  and  Boat 
Houses,  Rifle  Range,  Books  for  Library,  Special  Me- 
morials, Furniture,  War  Relics  for  M  useum,  Paintings, 


Statuary,  Trees  and  Shrubs  for  Campus,  Labor,  Build- 
ing Material,  Athletic  Park    30,000  00 

$200,000  00 

City  water  and  sewerage  extended  to  College  grounds  and  buildings. 

J.  E.  E.  MARK  LEY,  President. 
H.  A.  DYER,  Secretary. 
Representing  the  banks  of  Mason  City,  la. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  above  corpoi  ation  is  in  possession  of  the  above  described 
land  and  competent  to  build  the  proposed  building  and  to  fully  carry  out  the  terms  of 
this  offer. 

.1  AMES  E.  HLYTHE, 
President  Commissioners  Savings  Hank  of  Mason  City.  la. 

A.  H.  GALE, 
Cashier  City  National  Bank  of  Mason  City,  la. 

One  year  ago  it  was  resolved  that  this  committee  should  proceed  with  the 
work  of  procuring  pledges  of  financial  support  to  be  reported  at  this  time,  and 
that  if  it  should  appear  that  a  sufficient  sum  had  been  pledged  to  warrant  pro- 
ceeding with  the  work,  that  the  location  should  be  selected  by  this  Encampment 
and  the  Board  of  Regents  elected  to  organize  this  institution. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  sufficient  financial  assistance  has 
been  pledged  for  beginning,  and  after  having  made  such  inquiry  and  investiga- 
tion of  the  several  propositions  for  locating  as  opportunity  has  been  offered  us, 
we  are  constrained  to  make  certain  recommendations  to  this  Encampment  and 
urge  their  adoption  as  embodied  in  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

Be  it  Resolved,  By  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery- 
in  Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.  A  ,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
College  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  adopted,  and  the  establishment  of  an  institu- 
tion of  learning  dedicated  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  as  a  memorial  of 
the  patriotic  men  and  women  of  the  period  of  the  Civil  War  is  approved  and 
authorized  ;  and 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  proposition  of  National  Military  College 
Association  of  Mason  City,  la.,  for  the  location  of  this  institution  be  accepted, 
and  the  institution  is  hereby  located  at  Mason  City,  in  the  State  of  Iowa;  and 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  no  financial  obligation  shall  be  hereby  imposed 
on  or  incurred  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A. ;  and 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  this  institution  shall  provide  courses  of  instruc- 
tion for  both  sexes  of  such  character  as  is  usual  in  like  institutions,  and  in  addi- 
tion thereto  special  courses  in  military  instruction,  American  history  and 
patriotism  ;  and 
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Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  institution  shall  be  governed  by  a  Board  of 
Regents  of  eleven  members  to  be  selected  as  follows  :  — 

Five  Regents,  who  shall  be  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Encampment. 

For  one  year  from  this  date  they  shall  constitute  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Regents,  shall  make  their  own  By-Laws,  and  shall  have  full 
power  to  discharge  all  of  the  duties  and  exercise  all  of  the  powers  of  the  Board 
.when  the  same  is  not  in  session. 

They  shall  cause  the  institution  to  be  incorporated,  and  shall  become  the 
first  trustees  or  directors  of  the  incorporation  agreeably  to  the  law  under 
Avhich  the  corporation  is  effected. 

They  and  their  successors  as  such  trustees  or  directors,  which  successors 
shall  also  be  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  shall  continue  to 
be  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  during  their  respective  terms  of  office  as 
such  trustees  or  directors. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Board  of  Regents  shall  every  three  years 
appoint  two  regents  who  .shall  be  residents  of  the  community  in  which  the 
institution  is  located,  and  may  appoint  one  additional  Regent  who  shall  hold 
office  for  the  term  of  three  years 

The  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Quartermaster-General  and  the  chairman  of 
the  Council-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  the  president  of  the  institu- 
tion when  one  shall  have  been  elected,  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board 
of  Regents,,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  other  members  during  their 
respective  terms  of  office. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Regents  shall  adopt  a  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws  in  harmony  with  these  resolutions 

They  shall,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  receive  the  money, 
real  and  personal  property,  by  proper  conveyances,  and  all  effects  of  the  insti- 
tution, or  any  of  the  same  which  may  be  contributed  thereto,  and  turn  over  and 
convey  the  same  to  such  corporation  when  formed,  to  be  held  by  it  for  the 
institution . 

The  Board  of  Regents  shall  have  the  power  to  solicit  contributions  to  the 
endowment  and  other  funds  of  the  institution,  aud  have  full  power  to  act  in 
the  promoting  objects  and  purposes  of  this  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A   L.  SORTOR,  Jr.,  Chairman. 
GEO.  E.  COX, 
W.  A.  MORRIS, 
WM.  T.  CHURCH, 
H.  E.  COWDIN, 

National  Military  College  Committee. 

Wm.  T.  Church  of  Illinois :  Commander-in-Chief ,  I  move  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  just  read. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  second 
the  motion. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  question  is  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  report  and  recommendations  of  the  committee. 

Geo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland:  I  offer  as  a  substitute  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  committee  be  taken  up  in  their  regular  order, 
section  by  section. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Do  you  desire  a  division  of  the  question 
upon  the  several  recommendations? 

Geo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  Yes  sir. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  A  member  has  demanded  a  division  of 
the  question  upon  the  several  recommendations  of  the  committee.  The 
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Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  proper,  and  he  is  entitled  to  it,  and 
Secretary  Church  will  read  the  first  recommendation. 
Secretary  Church  read  as  follows  :  — 

Be  it  resolved,  By  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  College  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  adopted,  and  the  establishment  of 
an  institution  of  learning  dedicated  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  as  a 
memorial  of  the  patriotic  men  and  women  of  the  period  of  the  Civil  War  is 
approved  and  authorized. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
recommendation.    Are  there  any  remarks? 

Edgar  Allen,  Jr.,  of  Virginia:  It  strikes  me  that  the  passage  of 
the  first  resolution  would  put  a  bane  on  any  other  recommendations 
presented  by  the  committee,  as  that  resolution  itself  embodies  the 
whole.  It  is  very  simple,  what  I  propose  to  say.  I  simply  object  to 
the  passage  of  the  first  resolution,  because  the  first  resolution  embodies 
the  entire  resolutions,  as  a  whole,  and  if  you  pass  the  first  resolution 
you  cannot  have  debate  on  any  other  resolution,  and  I  therefore  ask 
that  the  Commandery-in-Chief  object  to  the  first  resolution,  as 
presented. 

Geo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  we  have  gone  to  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  to  secure  an  offer  of  a  site,  and  we 
wish  to  present  it  to  this  Encampment.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  cut  off 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  who  have  taken  advantage  of 
their  position  in  that  connection,  and  we  wish  to  have  this  presented  to 
the  Encampment. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio:  Commander-in-Chief,  I  desire  to  arise  to 
a  point  of  order. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Commander  Archer  will  state  his  point 
of  order. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  My  point  of  order  is,  that  the  committee 
offering  a  .resolution  with  several  sections,  that  the  only  way  that  can 
be  attacked  is  by  a  minority  report,  or  by  an  amendment  to  some  one 
of  them,  and  that  a  resolution  is  not  subject  to  consideration  section  by 
section,  except  upon  a  minority  report,  or  by  an  amendment  of  some 
one  of  the  sections. 

The  Commander-in-Cliief :  The  Chair  is  inclined  to  think  that  a 
division  of  the  question  may  be  made  upon  the  resolution. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York :  Commander-in-Chief,  Brothers,  it 
is  my  opinion  that  the  committee's  report,  while  definite  and  specific,  is 
not  of  that  character  to  preclude  a  possibility  of  fair  play  for  others 
who  have  presented  propositions  for  the  location  of  this  University. 
There  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  cut  off  their 
rights  and  privileges  in  this  matter,  and  I  believe  in  the  fair  play  of 
the  committee,  and  in  the  fair  play  of  this  body  of  men.  We  will  not 
approach  this  subject  with  any  desire  of  hair  splitting,  but  with  a 
determination  to  do  what  shall  be  the  best  for  the  establishment  of  this 
institution.  I  believe  in  my  heart  that  your  committee  has  given  this 
matter  great  care  and  consideration.  The  result  that  is  presented  in 
their  report  demonstrates  this  to  be  a  fact.    Regardless  of  how  I  shall 
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vote  on  this  matter,  I  desire  that  other  propositions  shall  be  considered, 
and  acted  upon,  by  this  body;  so  that,  when  we  shall  have  reached  a 
final  conclusion  no  brother,  no  section,  that  has  been  interested  in 
securing  propositions  for  the  location  of  this  institution,  shall  go  home 
and  say  they  were  ignored  and  did  not  have  fair  play.  I  may  be  ready 
to  vote  now,  but  some  may  not  be  ready  to  vote  now.  We  will 
approach  this  matter  with  deliberation,  as  we  should,  so  that  when  we 
have  reached  a  conclusion  we  may  all  shake  hands  and  say  we  have 
done  well  in  this  matter. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  If  Ihe  Chair  might  suggest  what  his 
holding  would  be,  subject  to  an  appeal  by  the  body,  upon  a  question 
of  location  —  the  passage  of  this  resolution  will  have  nothing  in  the 
world  to  do  with  the  question  of  location,  that  question  will  be  passed 
on  when  we  get  to  it. 

Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey :  The  brother's  intention  would  be 
all  right,  provided  it  coupled  with  it  a  resolution  that  it  should  be 
located  at  Mason  City.  When  the  time  comes  for  the  recommendation 
fixing  it  at  Mason  City,  then  the  brothers  can  come  in  with  their 
proposition.  But  we  must  first  vote  to  locate  a  University.  We  must 
first  vote  to  have  it.    That  we  have  not  done. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  resolution  of  the 
committee,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Secretary  will  read  the  secoud 
resolution. 

Secretary  Church  read  the  resolution  as  follows  :  — 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  proposition  of  National  Military  College 
Association  of  Mason  City,  Iowa,  for  the  location  of  this  institution  be  accepted 
and  the  institution  is  hereby  located  at  Mason  City,  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
second  resolution.  This  second  resolution,  as  you  discover,  locates  it 
at  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

Geo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  I  move  you  sir,  as 
an  amendment  to  that  resolution,  that  the  words  "  Mason  City  "  be 
stricken  out  and     Washington,  D.C.,"  inserted. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON,  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Adjutant-General :  Mr.  Commander,  as  we  are  about  to  take 
a  vote,  the  Committee  on  Credentials  wish  to  state  they  have  voted  in 
favor  of  seating  Past  Division  Commander  A.  Hoeffling  of  New  York, 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Chas.  F.  Griffin,  Past  Commander  H.  0.  P. 
Cline  of  Indiana,  and  Delegate  Wilbur  Van  Houton  of  New  Jersey. 
The  committee  moves  that  they  be  seated. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  any  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none.    They  will  be  seated. 

The  question  is  upon  the  motion  of  the  brother  from  Maryland,  to 
strike  out  and  insert.    Are  there  any  remarks? 

Geo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland :  Commander,  the  brothers  of 
Maryland  Division  wish  to  present  for  your  consideration  as  a  site  for 
the  National  Memorial  University,  the  National  Capital. 
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We  do  not  desire  to  sway  your  judgment  by  an  elaborate  oratorical 
effort ;  if  we  did,  some  one  else  would  have  been  selected  for  this  honor. 
Neither  do  we  propose  to  belittle  the  claims  of  other  localities,  but  shall 
endeavor  to  convince  you  of  the  superiority  of  ours. 

In  the  first  place  we  realize  that  this  is  an  effort  of  the  entire 
Order,  and  it  is  not  the  work  of  an}'  one  Division  or  locality.  We 
therefore  present  our  claims,  trusting  to  the  hearty  support  of  the 
Order  if  they  are  recognized. 

We  now  present  the  following  communication  from  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  :  — 

Executive  Office  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Washington,  D.C.,  Sept.  1, 1900. 

The  Commandery-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Syracuse,  N.Y. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  ofJColumbia  have  been  informed  of  the  patriotic 
purpose  of  your  honored  organization  to  erect  at  some  appropriate  locality  a  National 
Memorial  Military  College. 

They  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  exceptional  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  the  youth  who  will  be  trained  in  such  a  college  by  its  establishment  at  the 
National  Capital  or  its  immediate  vicinity.  The  pupils  educated  in  an  institution  so  located 
would,  in  and  by  their  free  access  to  the  Congressional  Library,  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, the  National  Museum,  the  Naval  Observatory,  the  Patent  Office  and  the  Halls  of  Con- 
gress, have  a  combination  of  educational  privileges  which  could  not  elsewhere  be  secured. 
They  would,  during  their  scholastic  terms,  be  in  constant  association  with  the  emblems  of 
national  dignity  and  power  and  would  have  the  privilege  of  studying  the  practical  adminis- 
tration of  the  federal  government.  Their  study  of  the  history  of  the  United  States  would 
be  illustrated  by  statues  and  monuments  typical  of  great  men  and  great  events;  and  they 
would  be  within  easy  access  of  many  of  the  great  battlefields  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

The  Commissioners  earnestly  invite  your  Association  to  consider  the  availability  in 
this  regard  of  your  own  Capitol  City  for  the  proposed  location;  and  they  pledge  themselves 
to  endeavor  to  secure  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  any  appropriate  legislation 
which  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  fully  carry  out  the  noble  purpose  had  in  view  by  the 
Sons  of  Veterans.  Very  respectfully,  JOHN  W.ROSS, 

Acting  President,  Board  of  Commissioners,  J).C. 

I  now  present  a  communication  from  our  most  influential  business 
organization,  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Washington  Board  of  Trade. 

1101  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Washington,  DC,  Sept.  8, 1900. 

The  Commandery-in-C'hief,  Sons  of  Veterans  : 

In  behalf  of  the  Washington  Board  of  Tra  de,  I  have  the  honor  to  askiyour  special  con- 
sideration of  the  Distric  t  of  Columbia  as  the  place  in  which  to  erect  j  our  National  Memorial 
Military  College. 

Other  communities  may,  and  doubtless  will,  offer  extraordinary  inducements,  but 
none  can  possibly  possess  more  advantages  than  are  to  be  found  within  the  Nation's  Capital 
Here  you  may  dwell  without  suffering  from  the  State  jealousies  which  would  surely  be 
aroused  were  you  to  go  elsewhere.  Should  you  secure  a  purely  local  habitation,  the  college 
would  soon  become  more  or  less  closely  identified  with  the  many  inhabitants  of  that  locality 
and  eventually  with  the  State  itself.  Here  yon  will  find  neutral  ground.  Here  is  the  home 
of  every  American.   The  National  Capital  is  the  common  property  of  all. 

When  you  decide  to  build  this  monument  to  the  true  patriotism  of  your  Order  you  will 
undoubtedly  decide  to  place  it  at  Washington.  The  Washington  Board  of  Trade  will  then 
be  at  your  service  to  do  anything  it  can  to  help  you  in  completing  the  work  to  which  you 
have  devoted  yourself.  Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  HARRIES, 

Secretary. 
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We  will  supplement  that  by  a  communication  from  the  Business 
Men's  Association  of  Washington,  composed  of  over  two  thousand  of 
our  commercial  and  professional  citizens.    It  is  as  follows  :  — 

Business  Men's  Association. 


Washington,  D.C..  Sept.  5, 1900. 
Whekeas,  The  attention  of  the  Business  Men's  Association  has,  through  its  Board  of 
Directors,  been  called  to  the  laudable  desire  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  throughout  the  United 
States  to  raise  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  National  Memorial  Military  College,  which  will 
provide  a  military  education  for  young  men,  irrespective  of  political  parties,  sections  and 
creeds ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Division  of  Maryland,  Sons  of  Veterans,  has  very  properly  endorsed  a 
site  near  the  National  Capital  generously  donated  by  our  public-spirited  citizen,  the  Hon- 
Frank  Hume;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Directors  of  the  Business  Men's  Association,  imbued  with  the  true 
spirit  of  devotion  and  loyalty  to  the  city's  best  interests  and  all  that  will  conduce  to  the  bet- 
terment of  its  educational  facilities,  do  most  heartily  commend  this  action  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  as  most  thoroughly  progressive  and  in  entire  consonance  with  the  patriotic  pur- 
poses of  their  foundation;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  project  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Associa- 
tion, worthy  of  the  support  and  interested  co-operation  of  all  residents  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  BARRY  BUCKLEY, 

Secretary  (Per  E.  K. ) . 

Brothers,  you  have  now  heard  from  official  and  commercial  sources. 
We  trust  that  every  word  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Encampment  in 
voting  on  this  important  question. 

We  will  now  present  the  offer  of  Mr.  Frank  Hume,  a  wholesale 
merchant  of  Washington  and  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

Washington  Board  of  Trade. 


George  S.  Whitmore,  Washington,  D.C.,  July  19, 1900. 

504  11th  St  ,  N.W.,  City. 
My  Dear  Sir:  My  attention  was  called  to  an  item  in  the  Evening  Star  of  the  18th 
regarding  efforts  being  made  by  you  and  others  to  raise  funds  to  erect  a  National  Memorial 
Military  College. 

Please  allow  me  to  say  that  I  some  six  years  ago  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  an  act  incorporating  "  The  Mt.  Veruon  Military  College."  My  object  at  that  time 
was  to  fit  young  men  for  successful  entry  into  Annapolis  or  West  Point,  as  well  as  to  gradu- 
ate them  at  this  place. 

I  received  a  large  number  of  applications  from  professors  of  military  schools  all  over 
the  United  States  who  desired  appointments  in  the  various  departments.  Owing,  at  that 
time,  to  a  depressed  condition  of  money  my  plans  were  deferred  to  a  more  auspicious  time. 

If  you  desire  locating  your  Memorial  Military  College  here  I  will  make  you  the  fol- 
lowing ofTer,  provided  within  a  reasonable  time  it  is  accepted :  — 

Garfield  IHeights  is  a  continuation  of  the  Arlington  Ridge,  and  is  about  half  a  mile 
south  of  the  Arlington  property,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  the  proposed 
Memorial  Bridge.  I  will  agree  to  deed  to  your  Association  fifty  acres  of  unincumbered  prop- 
erty fronting  Mt.  Vernon  Avenue;  ten  minutes'  ride  on  electric  cars  to  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
and  the  handsomest  site  anywhere  to  be  found.  This'property  is  now  worth  $1,000  per  acre, 
and  will  be  more  than  doubled  when  the  Memorial  Bridge  is  started.  I  would  say  that  this 
property  was  purchased  jointly  by  the  late.President  Garfield  and  Hon.  Jerry  Black.  Mrs. 
Garfield  still  owns  the  part  awarded  to  her,  the  land  being  by  order  of  court  divided. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  a  talk  with  you  regarding  this  subject,  which  for  years  has 
been  my  hobby  as  you  can  see  by  my  offer  of  this  valuable  tract  of  land  as  a  donation  to  aid 
you  in  accomplishing  this  most  desirable  work. 

#  Very  sincerely  yours,  FRANK  HUME, 

454  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  N.W. 
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My  brothers,  the  liberality  of  the  above  proposition  is  best  known  to  the  ones  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  looking  over  the  ground.  When  the  offer  was  first  made  we  were 
impressed  with  the  appropriateness  and  the  congeniality  of  the  surroundings.  Within  half 
a  mile  is  Arlington  National  Cemetery,  wherein  rest  the  remains  of  about  twenty  thousand 
heroic  defenders.  Every  Decoration  Day  this  is  the  Mecca  of  thousands  of  patriotic  citi- 
zens, who  cross  Ihe  Potomac  to  assist  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  paying  homage 
to  their  departed  comrades.  The  President  usually  honors  the  Department  of  the  Potomac 
with  his  presence,  and  the  best  orators  of  the  country  supply  the  eloquence.  Also  in  this 
neighborhood  is  to  be  erected  the  National  Memorial  Bridge.  This  structure,  which  is  an 
assured  fact,  is  to  be  erected  by  the  National  Government  at  a  cost  of  about  $5,000,000.  It 
will  span  the  Potomac  at  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  this  site,  connecting  the 
new  South  to  the  old  North,  and  forming  one  of  the  links  in  the  chain  that  binds  forever  the 
two  sections  in  one  indivisible  and  united  country.  How  appropriate  it  seems  to  us  that  we 
should  have  our  college  located  where  it  would  be  another  link  in  that  chain,  another  factor 
to  this  end.  Then  we  come  to  the  site  itself.  We  do  not  think  we  shall  ever  forget  the 
impressions  caused  by  our  first  visit.  We  were  carried  through  a  foliage  so  thick  it  was  diffi- 
cult for  a  horse  and  carriage  to  pass.  On  all  sides  grew  trees  both  large  and  small,  affording 
a  shade  which,  together  with  the  high  elevation,  gave  the  atmosphere  an  enjoyable  and 
refreshing  coolness.  We  saw  the  remains  of  Fort  Scott,  which  played  such  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  defense  of  Washington.  The  parapets  and  trenches  are  on  this  ground,  and  still 
in  a  fair  state  of  preservation.  On  coming  into  an  open  space  we  saw  before  us  a  panorama 
of  exquisite  grandeur.  The  trees  and  foliage  were  in  their  brightest  green  and  the  wild 
flowers  in  bloom.  At  our  feet  flowed  the  waters  of  the  historic  Potomac,  wh'le  on  the  other 
shore  lay  the  most  beautiful  city  in  the  world.  The  Capitol,  Congressional  Library,  State, 
War  and  Navy  Department,  Treasury  Department,  in  fact,  all  the  public  buildings  in  plain 
view,  as  well  as  Soldiers'  Home,  Washington  Monument  and  the  Naval  Observatory,  while  a 
short  distance  from  this  place  you  can  see  as  far  down  the  river  as  Fort  Washington.  We 
know  that  our  time  and  yours  forbids  an  extensive  description  of  these  surroundings,  so  we 
will  close  this  portion  of  our  brief  with  a  statement  that  one  of  the  first  engineering  feats 
of  General  Washington  is  a  small  brick  bridge,  very  near  this  property,  while  Mount  Vernon 
road,  which  passes  this  place,  leads  to  the  historic  city  of  Alexandria,  where  he  worshipped  ; 
and  to  Mount  Vernon,  his  home  while  living  and  his  resting  place  dead.  No  better  or  more 
appropriate  site  could  be  selected  were  we  to  search  from  Blaine  to  the  Philippines. 

We  will  now  consider  the  location  from  an  historical  standpoint.  We  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  our  claims  on  this  score  are  far  superior  to  any  place  in  the  country.  You 
cannot  speak  of  the  place  without  mentioning  its  history;  in  fact,  the  history  of  Washington 
is  the  history  of  the  United  States.  Within  a  few  miles  of  the  first  settlement  and  right  in 
the  midst  of  all  our  conflicts,  this  section  has  always  been  the  held  of  interest  to  the  student 
of  history.  From  the  first  breath  of  freedom  which  came  from  this  section,  down  to  the 
struggle  most  near  to  our  lives  and  dear  to  our  hearts,  Washington  was  the  centre  towards 
which  all  eyes  were  turned.  In  war  and  in  peace,  in  prosperity  and  panic,  the  eyes  of  the 
nation  were  riveted  on  the  spot  where  they  sent  their  best  brains  and  truest  hearts  to 
administer  to  their  official  wants.  And  need  we  recall  the  center  of  interest  in  the  struggle 
that  we  commemorate  ?  Every  member  knows  that  from  the  thunder-clap  of  Sumter  to  the 
glorious  sunburst  at  Appomattox,  the  field  of  anxiety,  the  field  of  hope  and  the  field  of 
sorrow  was  around  Washington.  Within  plain  view  are  the  defenses  about  Washington: 
Forts  Lincoln,  Thayer,  Slemer,  Saratoga,  Totten,  Slocum.  Stevens,  De  Russe.  where,  on  the 
12th  day  of  July,  1864,  the  city  of  Washington  was  defended  against  Jubal  Early's  army  of 
thirty  thousand  veterans,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  from  the  defenses  at 
Petersburg.  The  students  could,  without  much  trouble  or  expense,  visit  the  battlefields  of 
Bull  Run,  Leesburg,  Balls  Bluff,  Fredericksburg,  Hampton  Roads,  Manassas,  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  the  many  battlefields  around  Richmond; 
Cold  Harbor,  Seven  Pines,  The  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North 
Anna  River,  Chickahominy,  Fort  Powhatan,  Petersburg,  Reams  Station,  South  Side  Road, 
Weldon  Road,  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  where  Sheridan  made  his  famous 
ride.  Is  not  such  a  location  an  education  in  itself  for  a  student  of  military  science  ?  We 
sincerely  trust  that  this  part  of  our  argument  will  be  given  careful  consideration. 

Considered  from  a  geographical  standpoint,  we  wish  to  state  that  while  we  think  our 
claims  are  not  inferior  to  any  other  locality  mentioned  for  this  honor,  we  do  not  think 
the  location  should  be  consideied  very  seriously  from  this  point  of  view    The  persons  most 
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concerned  would  have  to  make  one  trip  there  when  entering  and  another  one  home  when 
graduating.  The  railroad  facilities  for  these  trips  could  hardly  be  exceeded.  The  great 
systems  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  Southern,  and  the 
Norfolk  &  Western,  all  center  into  and  pass  through  this  ciiy.  In  fact,  Washington  can 
be  reachtd  now  in  one-fifth  the  time  from  California  that  it  took  to  come  from  Massachu- 
setts when  the  present  site  of  the  National  Capital  was  selected.  And  If  the  geographical 
centre  was  not  considered  then,  when  it  was  as  difficult  to  travel  twenty  miles  as  it  is  four 
hundred  now,  it  strikes  us  it  is  a  poor  point  to  raise  at  this  time.  And  besides,  we  would 
remind  the  Encampment  that  the  map  of  the  world  is  changing  daily  and,  thanks  be  to  God ; 
we  have  now  reached  that  stage  of  our  national  existence,  that  when  the  destinies  of  nations 
are  being  shaped,  the  United  States  has  to  be  consulted.  Every  year  adds  to  the  territory 
that  comes  under  the  beneficent  protection  of  the  American  flag.  Without  desiring  lo  talk 
in  any  way  on  a  political  subject,  we  would  remind  the  Encampment  that  the  geographical 
center  of  the  country  one  hundred  years  ago  was  not  where  it  is  at  present,  and  the  geo- 
graphical center  one  hundred  years  from  now  will  not  be  where  it  is  today.  So,  my  brothers, 
let  us  remember  that  we  are  building  this  college  for  the  future  more  than  for  the  present ; 
then  let  us  look  forward  a  few  years  and  consider  the  time  when  Washington  will  be  the  huh 
around  which  the  whole  world  will  revolve,  and  then  let  us  ask  if  it  is  not  the  geographical 
as  well  as  the  political  center  of  the  country.  If  there  is  any  center  to  be  considered  at  all, 
it  is  the  civic  center,  and  Washington  is  much  nearer  that  than  any  locality  mentioned  for 
this  honor. 

Treating  this  subject  from  a  financial  standpoint,  we  will  ask  the  brothers  to  bear  in 
mind  that  we  have  not  been  active  in  this  matter  until  after  our  last  Division  Encampment. 
A  few  of  us  have  from  time  to  lime  advocated  the  National  Capital  as  the  proper  site,  but 
we  hesitated  about  active  participation  until  after  the  Division  Encampment.  At  the 
Encampment  at  Phoebus,  Va.,  June  12  to  14,  the  project  was  endorsed  and  a  committee 
appointed.  We  organized  and  got  to  work.  The  first  thing  was  to  secure  a  site.  Ou 
July  19th  (note  the  short  space  of  time)  we  received  an  offer  from  Mr.  Hume  of  this  beautiful 
tract  of  l»ud.  It  was  now  summer,  Congress  had  adjourned  and  the  moneyed  men  were  out 
of  town,  80  we  spent  our  time  trying  to  increase  the  size  of  our  land  donation.  I  think  we 
can  safely  say  that  this  will  be  accomplished  by  an  Increase  of  one-half,  by  the  adjoining 
property  holders.  Of  course  we  have  the  pledge  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Business 
Men's  Association  that  help  will  be  extended  us  if  we  locate  here,  and  I  can  tell  you,  brothers, 
the  words  of  750  business  men  should  not  be  lightly  considered.  But  the  main  source  of 
financial  support  that  will  come  to  us  should  be  from  Congress.  We  haveithe  pledge  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  word  of  Senator  Thurston,  when  we  say 
that  an  appropriation  can  most  likely  be  secured  from  Congress,  especially  if  it  is  shown 
that  we  are  doing  something  ourselves.  The  senator  unqualifiedly  endorses  Washington  as 
the  proper  site  for  an  institution  of  this  kind,  and  his  political  experience  tells  him  that  it 
is  much  easier  to  get  an  appropriation  through  if  the  college  is  so  situated  that  Congress 
can  see  with  their  own  eyes  just  what  is  being  clone.  Of  course,  brothers,  we  expect  to  hear 
of  what  this  State  will  do  or  that  State  cau  do,  but  we  can  assure  you  that  no  oue  State  can 
do  more  than  forty-five  States.  Then,  too,  support  coming  from  this  direction  would  make 
it  a  national  affair  indeed.  There  can  be  no  disputing  the  fact  that  by  placing  this  college 
at  the  door  of  the  Capitol  you  increase  a  hundredfold  its  chances  of  an  appropriation.  Then 
the  chances  of  financial  support  after  it  is  established  are  much  greater,  because  we  are 
nearer  the  civic  center  than  any  place  mentioned;  because  the  citizeuship  is  more  cosmo- 
politan, because  of  the  number  of  colleges  adjacent,  but  which  do  not  teach  military  science 
and  tactics,  and  last,  but  not  least,  on  account  of  the  great  amount  of  free  advertising  it 
Mould  get  from  this  quarter.  My  brothers,  we  cannot  give  this  side  of  the  subject  too  much 
weight.  A  great  many  of  you  are  business  men  and  know  the  value  of  advertising.  Your 
ledgei  s  show  it  is  an  expeusive  item.  And  if  you  could  move  your  place  of  business  to  a 
locality  where  you  could  get  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  advertising  free  you  no  doubt 
would  do  so.  Well,  we  not  only  offer  the  site  free,  but  the  advertising  also.  I  have  told  you 
of  the  prominence  of  this  place  by  reason  of  its  altitude.  It  can  be  seen  from  hundreds  of 
places  in  Washington,  and  the  conspicuousness  would  be  of  great  advantage.  Then,  again, 
we  would  remind  you  that  more  people  visit  Washington  throughout  the  year  than  any  oue 
other  locality  in  the  country,  not  even  excepting  the  big  commercial  centers,  and  the  won- 
derful cataract,  Niagara  Falls.  Shortly  before  we  left  town  there  was  au  excursion  from 
Pennsylvania.  We  don't  know  how  many  came  down,  but  19,G0O  visited  the  Congressional 
Library.  Just  think  of  it,  brothers,  that  does  not  include  the  thousands  of  others  we  didn't 
hear  of,  and  It's  nil  one  day's  enumeration.    It  is  a  certainty  that  if  this  college  is  located  on 
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this  site  it  would  be  visited  by  a  great  majority  of  the  visitors  to  the  National  Capital.  We 
have  told  you  of  the  thousands  who  visit  Arlington,  and  as  we  would  be  almost  next  door 
neighbors,  could  not  help  being  visited.  Then  con>ider  the  thousands  who  see  Mt.  Vernon, 
and  then  remember  that  it  is  impossible  to  go  to  Mt.  Vernon  without  passing  this  property. 
I  am  not  speaking  disparagingly  of  other  localities  when  I  say  that  more  visitors  would  see 
this  college  in  one  day  if  it  is  located  at  Washington,  than  would  see  it  in  a  year  at  any  other 
place  that  solicits  the  site.  And  remember  it  does  not  end  with  seeing  it.  They  will, go 
home  and  talk  about  it.  Imagine  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  thousands  and  thousands 
of  people  going  home  to  all  sections  of  the  country  and  saying,  "  I  visited  the  Sons  of 
Veteran's  Memorial  Military  College." 

We  will  now  treat  it  from  a  hygienic  standpoint.  It  is  very  important  that  every  ele- 
ment of  health  should  be  considered.  The  main  ground  Is  on  a  plateau  situated  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet  above  the  river,  and  higher  than  any  other  point  around  Washington.  There 
is  a  spring  adjoining  these  grounds  that  was  once  the  blessing  of  Xew  York  and  Michigan 
regiments  who  camped  on  these  very  grounds.  The  water  is  unsurpa>sed.  We  are  told  of  a 
family  of  twelve  adults  that  lives  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  that  have  not  had  a  pro- 
fessional visit  from  a  physician  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

I  will  now  call  your  attention  to  a  few  minor  advantages,  but  which  should  have  careful 
consideration. 

The  proximity  of  the  American  University,  Georgetown  University,  Catholic  Univer- 
sity, Episcopal  University,  Howard  University,  Columbian  University,  the  many  schools  of 
languages;  access  to  the  second  largest  library  in  the  world  ;  also  the  Carnejzie  Library,  the 
various  libraries  connected  with  the  different  Government  offices  ;  within  walking  distance 
of  Fort  Meyer,  a  permanent  army  post,  the  presence  within  our  midst  of  so  many  army  and 
navy  officers  on  detached  and  active  service;  also  the  many  other  reasons  not  herein  men- 
tioned, but  which  must  suggest  themselves  to  any  acquainted  with  the  National  Capital. 

We  are  one  of  the  oldest  Divisions  in  the  Order,  and  for  the  first  time  in  our  history 
come  before  you  with  a  favor  to  ask.  And  yet  we  request  it  not  as  a  favor,  for  we  think  that 
the  success  of  the  enterprise,  to  a  very  great  extent,  depends  on  your  selecting  Washington 
as  the  site.  We  would  think  so  even  if  we  had  to  purchase  every  foot  of  ground  and  every 
inch  of  timber.  So  consider  the  responsibility  of  your  vote.  We  are  asking  you  to  vote  for 
a  plar e  that  every  member  of  this  Encampment  can  rea:ly  call  his  home,  for  Washington 
belongs  to  you  all. 

And  now  in  conclui-ion,  brothers,  let  there  be  no  doubt  as  to  our  ability  to  build  this 
college.  Our  membership  is  sufficient  to  push  anything  we  undertake  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion, provided  we  enter  into  it  in  the  right  spirit.  Such  an  effort  is  not  only  a  memorial 
to  our  fathers,  but  a  monument  to  ourselves.  Let  us  remember  the  words  of  Richelieu 
"  In  the  lexicon  of  youth,  that  fate  reserves  for  a  bright  manhood,  there's  no  such  word 
as  '  fail.' " 

Then  let  us  build  the  college,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  success  that  it  merits,  let  us  begin 
right  by  locating  it  where  it  will  be  a  national  affair  indeed.  Plant  it  on  the  shores  of  the 
old  Potomac,  near  to  the  heart  of  Maryland,  "J\ly  Maryland,"  on  the  borderland  of  ".Dixie." 
There  indeed  would  it  be  a  memorial.  It  would  rise  fiora  the  ground,  made  sacred  by  our 
father's  blood,  a  monument  to  their  valors  and  their  sacrifices,  while  out  of  its  doors  would 
come  the  future  heroes  of  the  land,  educated,  not  only  in  military  science  and  tactics,  but 
the  administrative  details  of  the  best  government  that  God  ever  let  the  light  of  His  glorious 
sun  shine  on.  They  would  go  out  prepared  to  fight  life's  battle  with  abetter  appreciation 
of  our  fathers'  services,  and  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  the  principles  for  which  they 
fought  and  which  we  perpetuate. 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio :  Commancler-iri-Chief,  Brothers  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief,  you  have  heard  the  report  of  the  committee, 
which  has  clearly  and  fully  presented  all  the  propositions  that  have 
been  submitted  for  your  consideration.  I  believe,  as  surely  as  I  stand 
here,  that  you  are  in  the  same  position  on  these  propositions  as  I  am, 
that  you  are  just  as  ready  now  to  vote  upon  them  as  I  am,  and  in  order 
to  test  your  feelings  upon  that  matter,  I  move  that  we  now  proceed  to 
vote  on  this  proposition. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Commander  Archer  of  Ohio  moves  the 
previous  question.    Is  it  secouded  by  two  Divisions  other  than  Ohio? 
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F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin :  Commander,  I  second  the 
motion. 

S.  S.  Horn  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  second  the  motion. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  a  vote  upon  the  main 
question.    Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put? 

The  Chair  put.  the  motion  and  the  previous  question  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  now,  Shall  the  words 
"Mason  City"  be  stricken  out  and  the  words  "Washington,  D.C.," 
inserted  ? 

E.  R.  Campbell  of  Maryland :  Commander,  I.  move  that  the  roll 
be  called. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  motion  be 
made.    It  may  be  a  proper  demand. 

W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin:  Commander,  question  of  information. 
The  amendment  says  "Washington,  D.C. ;  "  the  proposition  reads 
"  Virginia  "    Which  is  correct? 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  understood  the  motion  to  be  to  strike 
out  "Mason  City"  and  insert  "  Washington,  D.C."  Am  I  right, 
Brother  Whitmore? 

Ceo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  That  is  right. 

E.  H.  Ai*cher  of  Ohio :  Do  I  understand  that  pending  the  taking 
of  a  vote  a  member  can  get  up  and  ask  for  a  roll  call? 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  roll  has  been  called  for.  If  Com- 
mander Archer  will  look  at  the  rule  on  pages  84  and  85,  he  will  see  it 
is  very  plain.  The  yeas  and  nays  ma}-  be  required  and  entered  upon 
the  minutes  at  the  call  of  any  three  members.  Three  members  demand 
a  roll  call.  The  Adjutant-General  will  proceed  with  the  roll  call  upon 
the  motion. 

E.  R.  Campbell  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  in  order  to  save  time, 
this  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Encampment ;  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  for 
a  roll  call. 

James  H.  Tawne}'  of  Pennsylvania:  Is  the  amendment  "Wash- 
ington, D.C,"  or  does  it  mean  "  Virginia"? 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  I  understood  it  "Washington,  D.C." 
James  H.  Tawney  of  Pennsylvania:  Wasn't  it  "Virginia"? 
The  Commander- in-Chief  :  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Geo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  I  am  very  sorry  the  technicalit}' 
is  raised.  We  had  only  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  at  heart.  Per- 
sonally, I  am  willing  to  work  for  it  any  place,  and  when  I  made  that 
amendment,  this  property  was  so  near  adjoining,  just  the  dividing  line, 
Washington  being  on  one  side  of  the  river  and  this  on  the  other  side, 
and  of  course  it  was  an  oversight  on  my  part. 

James  H.  Tawney  of  Pennsylvania:  I  simply  wanted  the  informa- 
tion that  I  might  vote  intelligently.  I  believe  myself  that  Washington, 
D.C,  and  not  some  Pacific  State  is  the  place  for  the  college. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  An  aye  vote,  as  I  understood  the 
motion  of  Commander  Whitmore,  would  be  in  favor  of  locating  it  at 
Washington,  D.C.  ;  that  is,  it  will  be  a  vote  in  favor  of  striking  out 
<;  Mason  City  "  and  inserting  "  Washington,  D.C.  " 
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Wm.  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  arise  to  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. One  year  ago  at  the  Encampment  at  Detroit,  it  was  deter- 
mined, when  this  committee  was  appointed,  that  at  this  meeting  of  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  we  should  vote  by  ballot  as  to  the  location  of 
the  Military  College.  Now,  we  are  proceeding  in  a  manner  in  violation 
of  the  law  which  created  this  committee  itself.  Will  a  viva  voce  vote 
of  any  kind  be  a  vote  by  ballot?  This  committee  was  appointed  to 
invite  propositions  and  submit  them  to  this  Encampment,  at  which  time 
a  ballot  should  be  taken  upon  the  different  places  suggested. 

Frank  K.  Maples  of  New  York :  Are  there  any  other  cities  that 
have  submitted  propositions,  or  are  desirous  of  this  college? 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  understand  that  there  are,  but  they 
are  not  at  this  moment  before  the  Encampment. 

Frank  K.  Maples  of  New  York :  If  it  would  be  in  order  I  would 
offer  a  substitute. 

The  Commander  in-Chief :  Too  late,  too  late,  you  have  ordered 
the  previous  question. 

The  question  is  upon  the  motion  of  Brother  Whitmore  of  Maryland 
to  strike  out  "Mason  City"  and  insert  "Washington,  D.C."  Upon 
that  a  roll  call  ha9  been  demanded,  and  the  Adjutant-General  will 
proceed  to  call  the  roll. 
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The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  and  announced  that  there 
was  cast  in  favor  of  the  substitution  ten  votes,  and  against  the  sub- 
stitution one  hundred  and  forty-three  votes,  the  vote  by  Divisions  being 
as  follows  :  — 


YKS. 


Alabama  and  Tennessee 
California 
Connecticut  . 
Illinois  . 
Indiana  . 
Iowa 
Kansas  . 
Maine 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Massachusetts 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 
New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey 
Ohio 

New  York 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode  Island  . 
South  Dakota 
Wisconsin 


10 


NO. 

2 

1 

6 
12 

7 
13 

1 

2 

4 
12 
4 
6 
3 
3 
9 
16 
27 
7 
4 
4 

143 


The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  motion  is  disagreed  to. 

The  question  is  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  commitee. 

Geo.  S.  Whitmore  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  Maryland  Division 
wishes  to  say,  we  accept  the  voice  of  this  Encampment,  and  we  pledge 
ourselves  that  we  will  work  just  as  hard  and  faithfully  as  we  can  for 
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the  success  of  this  enterprise.     [Applause.]     We  ask  to  withdraw  the 
demand  for  a  separation  of  the  question. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Brother  Whitrnore  asks  that  he  be. 
permitted  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  a  separation  of  the  several 
questions.  Is  there  any  objection?  The  Chair  hears  none.  The 
question  is  then  upon  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee  as  a 
whole.  You  of  the  opinion  that  that  motion  be  agreed  to,  arise.  There 
is  no  use  calling  the  other  side,  it  is  unanimous.  [Great  applause  and 
prolonged  cheering.] 

Chairman  Sortor :  Commander,  the  Committee  upon  National 
Military  College  desires  me,  at  this  time,  to  say  to  Brother  Whitrnore, 
and  the  brothers  of  the  Maryland  Division,  that  we  do  not  believe  that 
he  meant  it  when  he  said  that  we  took  undue  advantage  of  our  official 
position. 

Geo.  S.  Whitrnore  of  Maryland  :  Commander,  I  wish  to  apologize 
for  that  remark. 

FLORAL  PIECE  PRESENTED. 

At  this  time  a  beautiful  floral  tribute  was  presented,  as  the  gift  of 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  George  W.  Marks  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  who, 
being  unable  to  be  present,  sent  it  with  his  best  wishes  for  a  successful 
Encampment.  The  floral  piece  was  appropriately  inscribed  "Nine- 
teenth National  Encampment :  New  York  Division  Welcomes  Sons  of 
Veterans,  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11-13,  1900." 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  Encampment 
is  very  grateful  to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Marks  for  this  beautiful 
tribute. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Adjutant-General :  The  Committee  on  Credentials  wish  to 
report  the  name  of  Delegate  R.  J.  Bosworth  of  Indiana,  and  move  he 
be  given  a  seat  in  this  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  he 
will  be  seated. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  WILLIAM  E.  HOWARD 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  recognize  Comrade  Hull,  Member  of 
Congress  from  Iowa.     [Great  applause.] 

Chairman  J.  A.  T.  Hull:  Commander,  members  of  the  Encamp- 
ment, I  am  unfortunately  not  the  son  of  a  veteran,  but  I  am  a  veteran, 
and  the  next  thing  to  being  the  son  of  a  veteran  is  to  be  the  veteran 
himself. 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  being  appointed  a  chairman  of  a 
committee  to  report  to  this  body,  and  I  feel  a  little  delicacy  in  reading 
the  report  today,  but  my  associates  on  the  committee  were  unanimously 
of  the  opinion  that  your  good  Commander-in-Chief  always  knew  what 
he  was  doing,  and  that  if  he  put  me  on  this  committee  it  was  proper 
for  me  to  read  a  report  to  this  body. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  That  is  right. 

Chairman  Hull :  Of  course  it  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to  me  to 
be  able  lo  stand  here  and  look  in  the  faces  of  the  men,  who  in  a  very 
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few  years  must  take  up  the  work  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  carry  on  the  lessons  of  patriotism  that  were  taught  upon  the  battle- 
fields of  the  South  during  the  four  years  of  the  war,  and  have  come 
down  to  you  as  a  legacy,  the  proudest  heritage  that  can  be  given  to  the 
American  boy,  to  the  son  of  an  American  soldier.  [Applause.]  And 
especially — I  trust  you  will  pardon  me,  I  did  not  intend  to  make  a 
speech,  but  you  have  me  on  the  platform  —  especially  of  the  soldier  that 
wrote  history  with  a  new  pen,  fought  battles  and  accomplished  results 
that  will  last  and  be  enduring  monuments  of  their  achievements  as  long- 
as  civil  liberty  is  cherished  among  the  nations  of  the  world.  [Applause.] 
And  gentlemen,  I  want  to  say  to  you,  that  one  of  the  most  grateful 
results  of  the  war  has  been  demonstrated  to  the  old  soldiers  of  the 
Civil  War  during  the  last  two  years.  When  the  cry  came  for  soldiers, 
the  North  and  the  South,  uniting  shoulder  to  shoulder  the  sons  of  the 
blue  and  the  gray,  to  carry  the  starry  banner  of  the  Republic  to  victory, 
raised  it  so  high  that  all  people,  and  all  nations  of  the  world,  can  bow 
down  and  do  homage  to  it.  [Applause.] 

We  of  the  Civil  War,  thank  God,  have  lived  to  the  day  when  we 
are  a  nation,  North  and  South,  prosperous,  happy  and  loyal  and  true, 
and  we  can  depart  from  the  scenes  of  our  labors,  when  our  time  comes, 
knowing  our  sons  will  be  as  heroic  and  brave  and  as  true  to  the  flag  as 
their  fathers  were  in  the  clays  of  the  Civil  War.  [Applause.] 

And  now,  if  you  will  pardon  the  garrulous  old  man,  I  will  read 
the  report.    I  hope  T  have  it  headed  right,  General. 

Chairman  Hull  then  read  the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  of  Ve'erans,  U.S.A.  : 

Your  committee  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  matter  of 
the  furlough  or,  discharge  from  the  arm}?  in  the  Philippines  of  Win.  E. 
Howard  of  Michigan  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  Secretary  of  War, 
by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  has  given  full  power  to 
the  Commander  of  our  army  in  the  Philippines  to  furlough  or  discharge 
soldiers,  as  occasion  may  require.  The  Department  at  Washington  is 
so  far  from  seat  of  operations  in  the  islands  of  the  far  East  that  the 
Secretary  will  not  take  action  on  individual  cases,  and  in  the  interest  of 
sick  soldiers  has  provided  a  means  for  immediate  relief  by  authorities 
on  the  ground  who  are  familiar  with  all  the  facts  in  each  individual  case. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  this  Encampment  take 
no  action  on  this  or  any  similar  cases. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  T.  HULL,  Chairman,  Iowa. 
FRANK  K.  MAPLES,  New  York. 
CHARLES  K.  DARLING,  Massachusetts. 
•     C  W.  STAPLES,  Vermont. 
C.  J.  POST,  Michigan. 

Frank  K.  Maples  of  New  York :  Commander,  as  a  member  of  that 
committee,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
accepted  and  adopted. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  :  A  motion  is  entirely  unnecessary.  It 
is  the  report  of  our  committee.  The  question  is  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  report. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  its 
recommendations,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE  ON  RITUAL. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Committee  on  Ritual,  I  understand, 
is  ready  to  report. 

J.  L.  Rake,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  then  read  the  report  as 
follows  :  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment, 
Sons  oj  Veterans,  U.S.A.: 

The  Committee  on  Ritual,  after  consideration  and  conference  with 
members  representing  the  several  sections  of  the  country,  believe  that 
the  present  Ritual  is  all  that  is  required  for  the  successful  muster  of 
recruits  in  an  impressive  way.  We  agree  with  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  that  there  is  a  need  for  an  addition  that  will  add  life  and  zest  to 
the  work  and  furnish  innocent  amusement  for  our  younger .  members 
more  particularly.  We  are  certain  that  such  an  addition  —  call  it  a 
side-degree,  if  you  will  — cannot  be  satisfactorily  prepared  in  the 
limited  time  at  the  disposal  of  this  committee,  and  suggest  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  three  who  are  so  located  as  to  make  their 
meeting  together  possible  without  incurring  much  expense,  with  direc- 
tions to  procure  or  prepare  a  suitable  addition  to  our  Ritual,  and  to 
arrange  to  have  the  same  exemplified  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Comman  d  ery -in-  Chief . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  L.  RAKE,  Chairman, 
W.  L.  BARNUM,  Jr., 
CHAS   C.  STULL, 
C.  M.  RAWITZER, 
J.  W.  T.  AMES, 

Committee. 

Ch  airman  Rake  :  I  will  say  to  you,  Commander-in-Chief,  that  since 
this  report  has  been  decided  upon,  we  have  had  the  offer  of,  at  least, 
one  side-degree,  free  of  charge. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  report  and  recommendations  of  the  committee. 

The  Chair  then  put  the  question  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Chair  will  appoint  one  member  of 
that  committee,  which  will  be  General  Rake,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  will  announce  the  balance  later. 

I  want  to  say  that  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Reed  need  not  think 
he  can  get  out  of  work  by  staying  away  until  this  late  hour.  I  have 
put  him  upon  the  Committee  on  C,  R.  &  R.,  and  expect  he  will  do  his 
duty. 

RECESS  TILL  1.30  O'CLOCK  P.M. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Encampment  take  a  recess 
until  1.30  o'clock  p.m.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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WEDNESDAY  —  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

1.30  o'clock  p.m. 

Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Encampment  will  come  to  order. 
Brother  K.  B.  Czarneki  of  Illinois  will  act  as  Guard  at  the  door.  Com- 
mander Ames  of  Wisconsin  will  act  as  Inspector-General  and  ascertain 
if  all  present  are  entitled  to  remain. 

The  Acting  Inspector-General  reported  all  present  entitled  to 
remain. 

ELECTION  OF  REGENTS  FOR  MILITARY  COLLEGE. 

Wm.  G.  Dustin  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  move  that  A.  L.  Sortor, 
Jr.,  Wm.  T.  Church,  Geo.  E.  Cox,  H.  E.  Cowdin  and  W.  A.  Morris, 
the  committee  of  five  that  served  as  the  Committee  on  Military  College, 
be  elected  Regents  of  the  Military  College. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  We  will  listen  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION,  RULES  AND 

REGULATIONS. 

Chairman  F.  T.  F.  Johnson:  The  Committee  on  Constitution, 
Rules  and  Regulations  submit  the  following  report :  — 

Recommendations  1,  2,  3  and  4  of  the  Inspector-General  we 
recommend  be  not  concurred  in.  They  relate  to  a  change  in  the.  mode 
of  inspection. 

Recommendation  No.  1  is  as  follows  :  — 

"That  a  military  rank  be  established  under  the  supervision  of  the  Com- 
maiKlery-in-Ohief .  This  rank  to  be  composed  of  Camps  or  parts  of  Camps, 
and  to  have  no  legislative  powers  as  affecting  the  Order,  and  to  be  under  the 
supervision  of  its  own  officers,  and  to  be  inspected  according  to  military 
procedure.  The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  military  rank  to  render,  through  its 
commanding  officer,  an  annual  report  to  the  Coramandery-in-Chief.  This 
military  rank  to  elect  its  own  officers  according  to  military  customs,  and  its 
commanding  officer  to  be  a  member  of  the  Staff  of  the  Commauder-in-Chief . 
The  position  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  relative  to  the  military  rank  to  be 
similar  to  governors  of  States  relative  to  their  respective  military  bodies. 
The  military  rank  to  be  composed  of  company,  battalion,  regimental  and 
brigade  organizations  on  lines  similar  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  Pennsylvania. 
Special  provision  to  be  made  for  States  in  which  the  carrying  of  arms  is 
prohibited  by  law." 

The  committee  recommend  that  this  recommendation  be  not  con- 
curred in. 

Frank  L.  Shepard  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  move  that  this 
report  be  taken  up  section  by  section,  and  unless  there  is  objection 
each  section  stand  adopted.    The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Recommendation  No.  2  :  — 

"  That  the  order  be  placed  upon  a  civil  basis,  and  that  present  regulations 
regarding  uniforms  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  members,  not  of  the  military 
rank,  wear  civil  dress.  That  present  titles  of  all  officers  be  changed  and 
titles  of  a  civil  nature  adopted." 
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The  committee  recommend  that  this  be  not  concurred  in. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Any  objection  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  this  section?  The  Chair  hears  none.  The  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Johnson:  Recommendation  No.  3  :  — 

"  That  the  Inspection  Department  be  conducted  as  follows  :  This  depart 
meut  to  receive  annual  reports  from  each  Camp  in  the  Order,  through  the 
various  Division  Inspectors.  All  Camp  reports  to  be  filled  out  by  Captains  of 
Camps,  and  to  be  attested  by  First  Sergeants  and  endorsed  by  a  majority  of  the 
camp  council.  These  reports  to  contain  such  information  and  statistics  as 
ma}r  be  required  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  All  statistics  relative  to  mem- 
bership numerically,  and  finances,  to  be  secured  by  the  Adjutant-General's  and 
Quartermaster-General's  departments  Each  Division  Inspector  to  consolidate 
reports  received  from  Camps  in  his  Division  and  to  render  consolidated  reports 
to  the  Inspector-General,  and  the  Inspector-General  to  render  report  to  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  through  the  Adjutant-General.  Assistant  Inspectors- 
General  to  be  appointed  by  the  Inspector-General,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  for  the  headquarters  of  each  Division.  Assistant  In- 
spectors-General to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  all  books,  papers, 
vouchers,  bonds,  etc.,  and  to  render  a  report  to  the  Inspector-General  who 
shall  consolidate  the  same  for  the  Commandery-in-Chief." 

The  committee  recommend  that  this  section  be  not  concurred  in. 
The  Commander-in-Chief:  There  being  no  objection  the  report  of 
the  committee  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Recommendation  No.  4  :  — 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspector-General  to  prepare  and  sub- 
mit to  the  Commandery-in-Chief  recommendations  and  forms  of  inspection 
blanks  for  use  during  the  succeeding  term. 

Not  concurred  in. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection.  The 
report  of  the  committee  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Recommendation  No.  5  :  — 

That  the  annual  inspection  of  the  Order  shall  occur  between  the  first  of 
January  and  the  first  of  March  of  each  year,  and  that  all  reports  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  Inspector-Geueral  before  the  first  of  May  of  each  year. 

Concurred  in. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  the  report  of  the  committee  agreed 
to?    The  Chair  hears  no  objectiou.    It  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  The  following  is  a  recommendation  of  the 
Adjutant-General :  — 

"  Considerable  misunderstanding,  and  some  annoyance,  is  caused  to  these 
headquarters,  and  to  Division  headquarters,  in  the  manner  of  making  returns 
and  the  payment  of  funds,  by  the  conflictious  in  the  Constitution  "  A  com- 
parison of  Section  3,  Article  V.,  Chapter  III.,  and  Section  6,  Article  V., 
Chapter  IV.,  with  Section  1,  Article  III.,  Chapter  V  ,  will  show  very  clearly 
why  these  difficulties  arise.  I  therefore  recommend  that  this  Encampment 
take  the  necessary  action  for  the  correction  of  these  evils,  and  in  connection 
therewith  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  as  Division  Commanders  are  bonded  for 
the  financial  security  of  the  funds  handled  by  their  staff  officers,  that  they 
should  be  permitted  to  direct  in  orders  the  officers  to  whom  they  desire  finan- 
cial returns  made." 

Upon  this  recommendation  the  committee  recommend  the  follow- 
ing amendment:  That  in  Chapter  V.,  Article  III.,  Section  1  of  the 
C,  R.  &  R.,  line  9,  the  word  '»  Quartermaster"  be  stricken  out  and  the 
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word  "Adjutant"  substituted,  so  that  this  section  when  so  amended 
will  read  as  follows  :  — 

Section  1.  The  Commandery-in-Chief  shall,  at  its  stated  yearly  meet- 
ing, assess  a  per  capita  tax  on  each  Division  of  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  on 
each  and  every  member  in  good  standing;  the  said  tax  shall  be  payable  in  four 
instalments  of  equal  parts,  and  the  same  shall  be  forwarded  by  Division 
Quartermaster  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  or  before  the  last  clays  of  January, 
April,  July  and  October. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  the  report  upon  that  subject  agreed 
to?    The  Chair  hears  no  objection.    It  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johuson  :  Recommendation  from  Division  of  Connecti- 
cut as  follows  :  — 

"The  delegation  from  Connecticut  Division  recommend  that  all  bonds 
required  as  per  C  ,  R.  &  R  shall  be  furnished  by  a  Surety  Bond  Company. 
Said  bonds  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  Division  or  Camp,  as 
may  be  required.  Yours  in  F. ,  C.  and  L., 

L.  S.  CHAPMAN, 

Division  Commander." 

The  committee  recommend  that  this  be  not  concurred  in. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Is  the  report  of  the  committee  agreed 
to  upon. this  subject? 

Objection  being  made,  the  Chair  put  the  question  on  adoption  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  and  after  discussion,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson:  We  recommend  that  Chapter  III.,  Article  1, 
Section  1 ,  be  so  amended  to  read  as  follows  :  — 

Whenever  five  Camps  exist  in  any  State  or  Territory  the  same  may  be 
organized  as  a  Division.  Whenever  there  exists  in  any  State  or  Territory  a 
less  number  of  Camps  than  five,  the  same  may  be  attached  to  some  other 
Division,  or  again  made  a  Provisional  Division,  and  the  officers  thereof  to  be 
appointed  from  the  membership  of  such  Division  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  No  objection  being  made  the  recom- 
mendation is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  We  have  a  resolution  from  the  Division  of 
California,  recommending  a  change  in  the  Constitution,  providing  for 
life  members.  It  provides  that  all  Sons  of  Veterans  who  have  already 
attained  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  all  those  who  hereafter  shall  have 
attained  that  age  shall  be  exempt  from  per  capita  tax.  The  committee 
recommends  non-concurrence. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  report? 
The  Chair  hears  none,  and  the  recommendation  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnsou  :  Wisconsin  Division  recommends  :  — 

"That  the  C  ,  R.  &  R.  be  so  amended  that  reports  of  Camps  to  Division 
headquarters  be  made  semi-annually  instead  of  quarterly  as  at  present." 

The  committee  recommend  that  this  be  non-concurred  in. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Any  objection?    The  Chair  hears  no 
objection  and  the  report  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  The  next  is  a  recommendation  by  the  Chap-  ■ 
lain-in-Chief ,  in  which  he  recommends  that  some  action  be  taken  to 
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place  a  penalty  on  Camps  who  fail  to  turn  in  their  reports.  The 
recommendation  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  We  recommend  that  some  action  be  taken  by  this  Encampment  which  . 
shall  impose  penalty  on  Camps  failing  to  report  to  their  Division  Chaplains, 
and  Divisions  failing  to  report  to  the  Chaplain-in-Chief ,  and  we  would  suggest 
that  such  penalty  be  exclusion  from  representation  in  Division  Encampment 
and  in  the  Commandery-in-Chief  respectively  " 

In  this  connection  I  would  say  this  recommendation  is  amply 
covered  in  Chapter  V.,  Article  IV.,  Section  1.  By  this  section  Camps 
or  Divisions  are  deprived  of  representation  in  the  Division  Encamp- 
ment or  in  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  upon  failure  to  make  all  reports  as 
called  for  by  the  rules  of  the  Order. 

The  Chaplain-in-Chief :  Is  it  not  true  there  has  been  a  decision 
given  by  some  Commander-in-Chief  which  is  contrary  to  law? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  General  Bundy  informs  me  that  decision 
was  made  by  him  but  it  was  before  this  section  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson :  A  communication  from  the  Division  of  Mary- 
land.   They  recommend  :  — 

"That  the  Commander-in-Chief  appoint  a  State  Organizer  to  organize 
Camps  throughout  the  United  States,  and  that  the  expenses  thereof 'be  met  by 
the  Commandery-in-Chief,  and  that  each  Camp  so  organized  pay  to  the 
organizer  the  sum  of  ten  dollars." 

The  committee  recommend  that  this  be  not  concurred  in. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Any  objection  to  the  report?  The 
Chair  hears  none.    It  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson :  Communication  from  Pennsylvania  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Division 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  Encampment  of  1900. 

First.    That  the  ritual  be  so  modified  as  to  make  compulsory  ouly  the  roll 
call  of  officers  and  staff. 

Second.  That  the  Captain  of  a  Camp  be  authorized  to  direct  the  Sergeant 
of  the  Guard  to  communicate  the  password  and  countersign  to  those  entitled 
daring  the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  Camp. 

Yours  fraternally,  S.  W.  MACURDY, 

Division  Commander." 

The  committee  recommend  that  this  be  not  concurred  in. 
S.  S.  Horn  of  Pennsylvania :   I  move  that  the  report  be  not 
concurred  in. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  No  use  of  a  motion  there.  The 
question  occurs  upon  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  It  will  take  some  action  on  that  now. 

S.  S.  Horn  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  move  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  be  approved  and  the  Consti- 
tution so  modified. 

The  motion  was  seconded  after  discussion. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  We  are  only  legislating  an  effect. 
You  haven't  it  in  form  so  it  can  go  in  our  Constitution.    I  think  it 
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should  be  put  in  form,  Commander  Horn,  and  then  it  is  entirely  proper. 
Take  your  section  and  amend  it  and  offer  it  as  a  resolution  and  the 
Chair  will  recognize  you  at  any  time.  Proceed. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Another  communication  from  the  Division  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  follows  :  — 

"The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Division 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  Encampment  of  1900. 

That  the  C,  R  &  R  be  so  modified  that  a  dispensation  may  be  granted  to 
muster  in  recruits,  "who  for  some  reason  may  be  unable  to  present  themselves 
within  the  stated  three  months  time. 

That  the  C  ,  R.  &  R.  be  so  modified  as  to  allow  Camps  to  elect  each  year 
one  member  of  Camp  Council  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

Yours  fraternally, 

S.  W.  MACURDY, 

Division  Commander  " 

The  committee  recommend  non-concurrence  in  this  communication. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  report? 
The  Chair  hears  none.    It  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Communication  from  the  Division  of  Nebraska. 
To  amend  Section  2,  Article  III.,  Chapter  V.,  so  that  it  will  read  :  — 

"  Each  Division  Encampment  shall,  at  its  stated  yearly  meeting,  assess  a 
per  capita  tax  on  each  Camp  within  its  jurisdiction,  not  exceeding  two  dollars 
on  each  and  every  member  in  good  standing." 

I  would  say  in  connection  with  this  that  the  present  limit  is  one 
dollar.  This  seems  to  be  a  recommendation  to  raise  the  per  capita  tax 
in  some  Divisions  to  two  dollars.  The  committee  report  it  without 
recommendation. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
proposition  of  the  Division  of  Nebraska.  The  committee  report  it 
without  recommendation,  and  it  therefore  comes  before  you  for  yo in- 
action. 

The  question  was  put  and  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Communication  from  the  Division  of  Pennsyl- 
vania as  follows  :  — 

"  I  beg  to  offer  the  following  for  consideration  by  this  Encampment : 
That  the  C,  R.  &  R-  be  so  modified  as  to  allow  Camps  to  carry  on  their 
rolls  beyond  the  specified  time,  by  paying  the  per  capita  tax,  such  members  who 
are  over  six  months  and  one  year  in  arrears  who  now,  by  virtue  of  the  law,  or 
its  interpretation,  are  immediately  in  suspension,  or  who  cease  to  be  members 
as  soon  as  they  are  in  arrears  six  months  or  one  year  respectively. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C  and  L., 

S.  S.  HORN, 
Past  Division  Commander." 

Chairman  Johnson  :  The  committee  recommend  that  this  be  non- 
concurred  in. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  report  of 
the  committee? 

RECEPTION  OF  COMMITTEE  FROM  WOMAN'S  RELIEF  CORPS. 

The  Commancler-in-Chief :  We  will  have  to  interrupt  here.  We 
have  a  special  business  to  attend  to  with  the  ladies,  and  it  would  be 
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discourteous  uot  to  receive  them  now.  If  you  will  suspend  business  we 
will  receive  them.  The  committee  appointed  will  receive  the  ladies  and 
■escort  them  to  the  Encampment. 

George  W.  Politt  of  New  Jersey :  This  is  a  delegation  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  of  this  city.    It  is  not  the  Ladies'  Aid. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  committee  may  escort  them  to  the 
Encampment. 

The  committee  retired  and  returned  escorting  the  delegation  to  the 
platform,  which  consisted  of  Sarah  E.  Fulton,  Department  President, 
W.R.C  of  New  York;  Mrs.  Philips,  National  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Sarah 
C.  Nichols,  Past  Department  President;  and  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Scott, 
Member  of  Executive  Board. 

The  members  of  the  delegation  were  introduced  to  the  Command- 
ery-in-Chief,  and  each,  in  well  chosen  remarks,  presented  their  greetings 
and  well  wishes  to  the  members  of  the  Encampment,  which  were  received 
with  hearty  applause. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  then  called  on  Brother  H.  C.  Dana  of 
Rhode  Island,  to  respond  to  the  words  of  encouragement  and  cheer  from 
the  visiting  delegation,  which  pleasant  duty  was  performed  in  a  fitting 
manner. 

The  visiting  delegation  then  retired. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  (referring  to  business  in  order)  :  The 
question  was  upon  permitting  the  Camps  to  carry  members  who  were 
more  than  six  months  or  a  year  in  arrears  for  dues,  and  as  I  understand 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  not  favorable  to  the  proposition. 

After  discussion  :  — 

L.  A.  Dilley  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  move  that  as  a  substitute 
for  the  Resolution  

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  You  cannot  do  that. 

L.  A.  Dilley  of  Iowa  :  I  move  then  that  we  amend  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  read  as  follows:  "Chapter  V.,  Article  IV.,  Section 
3,  strike  out  the  first  three  lines  of  the  section  which  reads  1  Any  mem- 
ber, etc'  and  iusert  '  Any  member  of  a  Camp  six  months  in  arrears  in 
the  payment  of  his  dues  may  be  suspended  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
members  present  at  a  regular  meeting  ;'  and  then  that  we  strike  out  this 
part  at  the  end  of  the  section  which  says  :  1  Providing,  however,  that 
when  a  brother  is  unable  to  pay,  etc'  " 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Chair  would  have  to  require  that 
you  put  it  in  writing.  We  can't  take  it  in  the  air.  The  question  is 
upon  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee.  Is  there  any  objection  ? 
The  Chair  hears  none?    It  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  We  recommend  that  Section  3  of  Article  XV., 
Chapter  V.,  General  Rules  and  Regulations,  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows  :  — 

"  The  recognition  badge  of  the  Order  shall  be  a  buttonhole  decoration  in 
(lie  forni  of  a  bar  of  red,  white  and  blue  enamel,  or  ribbon,  according  to  sample 
on  file  in  the  oflice  of  the  Quartermaster-General." 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Is  the  report  upon  that  subject  agreed 
to?    The  Chair  hears  no  objection.    It  is  agreed  to. 
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RECEPTION  OF  COMMITTEE  FROM  LADIES'  AID  SOCIETY. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  understand  the  delegation  from  the 
Ladies'  Aid  is  here.  The  committee  appointed  to  escort  the  ladies  will 
present  them  to  the  Encampment. 

The  committee  retired  and  returned,  escorting  Miss  Chatto  of  the 
Maine  Division  ;  Miss  Lillie  B.  K.  Herbst,  Past  Division  President  of 
the  Ohio  Division;  Miss  Jennie  McBride,  President  L.A.S.,  Paterson, 
N.J.  ;  Mrs.  Lida  E.  Tomer,  National  Treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Scheninger, 
President  L.  A.S.,  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  who  were  introduced  to  the  Encamp- 
ment, and  in  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  Commander-in-Chief 
each  spoke  briefly  and  presented  their  fraternal  greetings  and  best  wishes 
to  the  Encampment,  which  were  received  with  hearty  applause. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  called  upon  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
R  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania  and  Past  Commander  George  Addington 
of  New  York  to  respond  to  the  generous  greetings  of  the  ladies,  and 
Ihey  performed  their  duty  in  a  very  able  and  pleasing  way. 

The  ladies  then  retired. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  Committee  on  C,  R  &  R.,  will 
now  report  the  resolution  offered  by  Commander  Macurdy. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Add  to  the  Ritual  on  page  10,  Order  of  Busi- 
ness, to  read  as  follows:  "The  roll  call  of  the  entire  membership  of  a 
Camp  is  optional;  but  the  roll  call  of  the  officers  and  staff  shall  never 
be  omitted."  Amend  the  Ritual  on  page  7,  5th,  6th  and  7th  lines,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  he  will  direct  them  to  report  to  his  station  and 
communicate  to  them  the  proper  password  and  countersign  "  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words,  "  He  will  direct  the  Sergeant  of  the  Guard  to 
communicate  to  them  the  proper  password  and  countersign." 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Does  the  committee  report  it? 

Chairman  Johnson  :  Yes. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee.  Is  there  any  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none.    It  is  adopted. 

Chairman  Johnson:  The  committee  recommend  that  Chapter  V., 
Article  XX.,  Section  2,  line  5  of  C,  R.  &  R.,  be  amended  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  degree"  and  inserting  the  word  "  sentiment." 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  any  objection  to  agreeing  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee?  The  Chair  hears  none.  It  is 
adopted. 

Chairman  Johnson  :  That  concludes  the  report  of  the  committee. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  the  Council-in-Chief  is 
ready  to  make  a  further  report.  A  communication  from  the  attorney 
of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Davis  has  been  submitted  to  the  Council-in-Chief.  By 
the  will  of  Major  Davis  five  hundred  dollars  was  left  to  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 
When  the  estate  is  settled  the  gross  amount  left  will  be  not  more 
than  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  That  includes  personal  property,  real 
estate  and  so  on.    He  feels  that  the  income  from  the  property  will 
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be  a  meagre  one.  This  letter  addressed  to  her  has  been  handed  to  the 
Council-in-Chief,  asking  that  this  amount  be  returned.  The  Council- 
in-Chief  recommend  that  the  proper  authorities  of  the  incoming  adminis- 
tration be  authorized  to  return  this  money  to  the  widow  of  Major  Davis. 
Not  for  sentimental  reasons,  but  simply  as  a  matter  of  business.  It 
will  place  us  then  where  we  can  deal  with  Mrs.  Davis  in  our  business 
transactions.    We  so  move  that  it  be  recommended. 

The  letter  referred  to  by  Past  Commander  Patton  is  as  follows  :  — 

"  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Sept.  5,  1900. 

Mrs.  A.  P.  Davis. 

My  dear  Madam :  It  seems  proper  at  this  time  that  I  should  call  your 
attention  to  your  financial  condition  and  make  to  you  a  few  suggestions  in 
regard  to  the  same.  The  estate  which  your  husband  left  you,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  all  debts,  will  amount  to,  in  round  uumbers,  about  sixteen  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  depends  largely  upon  what  you  cau  obtain  for  your  residence, 
which  as  you  see  is  not  very  much,  especially  when  you  consider  that  you  are 
entirely  without  any  one  to  depend  upon.  At  present,  with  your  property 
unsold,  your  income  is,  comparatively  speaking,  a  meagre  one 

Under  the  will  of  the  late  Maj.  A.  P.  Davis  he  devised  five  hundred  dollars 
to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  the  National  Encampment  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  the  National  Encampment,  directing  that 
these  sums  should  be  used  in  such  manner  as  would  commemorate  his  memory. 
In  all  probability  when  the  Major  made  his  will  and  left  these  devices  he  esti- 
mated his  estate  at  a  much  greater  value  than  it  really  was  and  has  proven  to 
be.  Now  my  suggestion  to  you  would  be  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  National 
Encampment,  whenever  they  may  meet,  or  their  proper  officers  in  the  meantime, 
and  ask  that  a  resolution  be  passed  releasing  you  from  the  payment  of  the 
same,  for  the  reason  that  it  will  cripple  you  in  obtaining  the  necessaries  of 
life  and  that  after  all  the  best  way  to  commemorate  the  memory  of  Major 
Davis  is  to  see  that  his  widow  is  sufficiently  provided  for  during  her  lifetime. 
That  this  money  can  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  Encampment, —  that  they  cau  use 
it  for  nothing  except  that  which  will  in  some  manner  commemorate  his 
memory,  such  as  a  monument  or  some  other  sentimental  object,  and  therefore 
it  would  be  the  proper  and  happy  thing  to  release  you  from  the  payment  of 
these  sums.  I  think  that  the  Encampment  owes  it  to  you  and  to  the  late  Major 
Davis  to  do  this.  I  would  suggest  that  you  lay  this  matter  before  some  good 
friend  of  yours  in  the  Encampment  and  let  him  take  charge  of  it  for  you. 

Yours  trulv, 

L.  M.  PLUMER." 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  Commander,  I  think  Brother  Patton 
stated  the  case,  uot  exactly  as  those  who  have  been  connected  with  it 
and  thoroughly  understand,  would  state  it.  With  his  permission  I  will 
try  to  make  it  a  little  clearer.  Major  Davis  in  his  will  left  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  which  was  somewhat  condi- 
tional. It  was  practically  to  the  effect,  that  while  we  could  have  the 
five  hundred  dollars,  it  was  to  be  expended  with  the  advice  of  the  widow. 
In  other  words,  it  was  undoubtedly  Major  Davis'  idea  that  the  Sons 
of  Veterans  would  put  five  hundred  dollars  more  with  it,  and  with 
the  one  thousand  dollars  would  erect  a  monument  to  his  memory. 
That  five  hundred  dollars  has  never  been  demanded  from  the  estate, 
and  the  two  years  not  having  expired,  now  the  attorney  for  her  writes 
a  letter  setting  forth  her  financial  condition,  and  asks  her  to  get  some 
friend  to  have  the  proper  officers  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  release 
the  estate  from  the  payment  of  that  five  hundred  dollars.  The  Council- 
in-Chief,  after  considering  the  matter,  and  wishing  to  release  the  Order 
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from  any  implied  obligation  one  way  or  the  other,  recommend  to  this 
Encampment  that  the  incoming  officers,  whose  duty  it  may  be,  shall 
execute  the  proper  release  of  this  bequest  of  the  five  hundred  dollars. 

Wm.  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  I  would  like  to  ask  Brother  Abbott  if  he 
has  seen  a  copy  of  Major  Davis'  will  containing  this  provision? 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :    Yes,  sir. 

Wm.  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio  :  Is  that  on  file? 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Yes,  sir. 

Wm.  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio  :  Would  it  not  be  better  to  leave  this  matter 
to  the  discretion  of  the  incoming  officers  rather  than  make  it  mandatory? 

W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin :  The  Council-in-Chief  accept  the  sug- 
gestion that  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  incoming  administration. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  As  I  understand,  the  recommendation 
now  is  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Council-in-Chief. 

Geo.  W.  Politt  of  New  Jersey  :  I  would  like  to  ask  if  this  is  in 
lieu  of  any  business  arrangement  that  may  be  made  with  Mrs.  Davis, 
that  will  take  into  consideration  the  purchase  of  the  supplies  she  has 
on  hand? 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  No.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  that.  We 
have  no  contract  with  her  at  all.  We  are  entirely  released,  in  a  business 
way.  If  the  Quartermaster-General  requires  any  stock  which  she  ma}' 
have,  if  he  can  purchase  it  at  satisfactory  terms  from  her  he  does  it, 
but  we  are  under  no  obligations. 

S.  W.  Macurdy  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  this  communication 
came  to  me  at  noon  today  from  Mrs.  Davis,  and  having  very  carefully 
examined  a  copy  of  this  will,  I  understand  that  if  this  money  comes 
into  the  possession  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  it  will  be  in  their  pos- 
session simply  as  a  trust.  After  examining  it  very  carefulty,  and 
consulting  with  some  brothers,  I  turned  it  over  to  the  Council-in-Chief 
with  the  suggestion  that  the  case  take  this  course  if  it  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  Council-in-Chief.  I  want  to  say  that  General  Abbott 
stated  the- case  exactly  as  it  is.  The  will  simply  gives  this  as  a  trust, 
and  all  the  legacies  left  by  Major  Davis  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Ladies'  Aid  and  Davis  Camp  are  a  trust  entailed,  to  be  spent  under 
the  direction  of  his  widow  for  the  commemoration  of  himself. 

The  Commander-iu-Chief :  There  might  be  a  question  of  whether 
you  would  not  have  to  execute  that  trust. 

S.  W.  Macurdy  of  Pennsylvania :  That  is  just  the  situation  I 
would  like  to  add  to  what  I  have  said, —  that  this  does  not  come  as  a 
request  from  Mrs.  Davis,  but  from  her  attorney,  and  she  does  not  ask 
it  particularly.  She  is  simply  willing  to  let  the  Commandery-in-Chief 
do  as  they  see  fit. 

W.  R.  Willhide  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  this  piece  of  busi- 
ness means  naught  for  the  Encampment  at  the  present  time, —  asking 
it  to  release  Mrs.  Major  Davis  from  the  five  hundred  dollars.  I  would 
only  ask  that  the  new  officers  will  release  Mrs.  Davis  of  this  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  1  want  to  say  that  I  have  in  the  last  almost  two  years 
since  Major  Davis  has  been  dead,  been  in  close  connection  with  Mrs. 
Davis.  I  have  spent  time  and  money  in  looking  after  her.  Some 
members  of  this  Order  may  think  she  is  in  good  circumstances.    She  is 
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not  wealthy  by  any  means.  She  will  have  to  sell  her  home  to  settle  up 
the  estate.  L  want  to  ask  (he  members  of  this  Encampment  to  act 
honestly  and  uprightly  and  fairly  to  the  widow  of  a  comrade  of  the 
Grand  Army  and  the  father  of  this  organization.  I  do  this  because  I 
feel  it  is  my  duty  as  a  son  of  a  veteran,  and  being  placed  in  a  position 
where  I  can  know  these  things,  being  in  close  connection  and  living- 
close  to  her,  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  speak  in  this  way.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
here  a  Memorial  Badge  that  was  left  by  Major  A.  P.  Davis  for  her- 
benefit,  and  I  hope  the  brothers  of  this  organization  when  they  go  back 
home  will  make  it  their  business  to  try  and  sell  for  Mrs.  Davis  as  many 
as  possible.  If  any  of  the  brothers  want  them  they  can  get  the  badge 
of  Mrs.  Davis. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  question  is  upon  the  reference, 
which  is  not  a  debatable  question  as  we  all  know. 

W.  H.  Wyker  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  have  simply  this  to 
say,  that  if  I  die  leaving  my  widow  an  estate  of  sixteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  I  make  all  that  money  out  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  I  trust 
that  this  organization  will  not  return  any  part  of  the  five  hundred  dol- 
lars that  1  give  them. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  question  is  to  refer  it  to  the 
incoming  administration. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

FINAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORTS. 

Joseph  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  the  Committee 
on  Officers'  Reports  now  desire  to  make  a  final  report.  It  is  relative 
to  the  case  of  Commander  Moran. 

Chairman  Maccabe  read  as  follows  :  — 

Relative  to  the  case  of  Commander  Charles  H.  E.  Moran  of  the 
Division  of  New  York,  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  the  committee  have  been  officially  informed  that  the  appeal  has 
been  withdrawn  for  the  reason  that  Brother  Moran  has  been  re-elected 
by  the  Division  Council  and  has  been  duly  installed  and  qualified. 

Your  committee  agree  with  the  Commander-in-Chief,  however, 
that  in  view  of  the  doubtful  construction  to  be  given  to  Section  7, 
Article  VII.,  Chapter  V.,  some  definite  action  should  be  taken,  so  that 
in  similar  cases  in  the  future,  there  shall  be  a  plain  and  clear  rule  for 
official  guidance.  The  committee  believe  that  this  result  can  be  best 
accomplished  by  legislation,  and  therefore  recommend  that  a  new 
section  be  added  to  Article  VII. ,  Chapter  V.  of  the  C,  R.  &  R.,  as 
follows  :  — 

Section  !>  In  the  event  of  the  failure  or  neglect  of  any  Division  Com- 
mander to  have  a  sufficient  bond  on  file  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Commandery- 
in-Chief ,  as  required  by  preceding  sections,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  remove  said  Division  Commander  from  office  by 
special  orders,  and  to  place  the  Senior  Vice-Commander  in  temporary  charge 
of  Division  affairs,  with  instructions  to  immediately  convene  the  Division 
Council  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned. 

Chairman  Maccabe  :  This  is  concurred  in  and  signed  and  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Rules  and  Regulations,  and,  Mr. 
Commander-in-Chief,  I  move  its  adoption. 
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The  motion  was  seconded.     After  discussion  :  — 
The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  committee.    Is  there  any  objection?    The  Chair  hears 
none.    The  report  is  agreed  to,  and  the  section  adopted  is  a  part  of 
the  Constitution. 

Chairman  Maccabe  :  The  committee  now  finally  ask  their  discharge, 
and,  by  way  of  conclusion,  would  say  that  they  desire  to  commend  the 
reports  of  the  several  officers,  notably  that  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  sincerely  hope  that  his  future  journey  in  life  will  be  long,  happy 
and  prosperous. 

Frank  D.  Jackson  of  Iowa  :  Commander,  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions is  ready. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  We  will  listen  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  '  RESOLUTIONS. 

Frank  D.  Jackson,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Resolutions,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report :  — 

To  the  Commandery-in- Chief :  — 

We,  your  Committee  on  Resolutions,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report  on  Resolutions  :  — 

We  recommend  concurrence  in  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

CONCERNING  BLANK  FORMS. 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  blank  forms  in  nse  do  not  meet  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  intended  for  the  reason  that  the  arrangement  of  the  blank  spac- 
ing, the  headings  or  the  instructions  printed  thereon  are  not  in  conformity 
with  the  present  Constitution  and  the  requisites  of  the  Order,  therefore, 

Be  it  Resolved,  That,  as  the  present  supply  of  such  forms  becomes 
exhausted,  the  Quartermaster-General,  with  the  advice  of  the  Adjutant-General, 
be  authorized  to  make  such  changes  in  the  forms  as  will  make  them  conform 
to  our  laws  aud  requirements. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  the  first  resolution?    The  Chair  hears  none.    It  is  adopted. 
Chairman  Jackson  :  — 

CONCERNING   HOLDING   ENCAMPMENT   WITH  G.A.R. 

Whereas,  At  the  Thirty-fourth  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  the  officers  of  said  Encampment  expressed  a  desire  that  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  iu  the  future  hold  their  Encampments  at  the  same  time  and 
place  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  now,  therefore, 

Be  it  Resolved,  By  the  Nineteenth  Encampment  of  the  Commanclery-in-Chief 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  U.S.A.,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Commandery-in- 
Chief,  that  the  officials  of  our  Order  consult  with  the  officials  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  looking  toward  the  carrying  forward  of  this  movement, 
and  that  the  Encampment  of  the  two  Orders  should  be  held  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  as  soon  as  it  is  found  practical  to  do  so. 

Chairman  Jackson  :  This  resolution  is  presented  by  Bro.  W.  S. 
Maple  of  Illinois.  The  committee  recommend  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations. 

The  Commander- in-Chief  :  Is  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
agreed  to? 
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R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  just  want  one 
word.  The  members  of  the  Cominandery-in-Chief  will  remember  that 
this  is  a  question  that  has  been  brought  before  this  Commandery-in- 
Chief  a  number  of  times.  And  you  will  also  remember  that  in  reading 
the  reports  of  the  meetings  of  the  Thirty-third  and  Thirty-fourth 
Encampments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  they  take  that  sub- 
ject up,  and  they  are  not  prepared  and  satisfied  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  At  the  last  meeting,  the  Thirty-fourth 
annual  Encampment,  in  Chicago  they  refused  to  recognize  them.  I  know 
they  had  a  Fraternal  Committee,  but  I  will  tell  you,  brothers,  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  let  us  just  wait  until  they 
come  after  us.  [Applause.] 

W.  S.  Maple  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  differ  with  the  brother 
from  Pennsylvania  on  the  question  of  the  Grand  Army  desiring  the 
Sons  of  Veterans.  If  the  brother  had  gone  through  that  Encampment 
as  I  did,  in  Chicago,  he  would  not  make  the  statement  that  the  Grand 
Army  does  not  want  us.  I  have  heard  it  on  all  sides  ;  every  one  of  the 
officials  that  had  charge  of  that  Encampment,  have  come  to  me  and 
stated  that  they  wanted  the  Sons  of  Veterans  to  take  part  in  it.  The 
Department  Commander  of  Illinois,  no  later  than  Monday .  morning, 
said,  "Go  down  to  the  Encampment  and  tell  the  boys  we  want  you," 
I  tell  you  it  is  time.  I  think,  brothers,  the  time  is  right  now  for  us  to 
take  some  decided  action.  If  we  are  going  to  demonstrate  our  worth 
now  is  the  time  to  begin  it.  If  you  had  seen  the  four  hundred  Sons  of 
Veterans  that  took  part  in  that  Encampment,  and  heard  the  words  of 
commendation  that  came  from  those  old  soldiers,  you  would  not  say 
they  don't  want  us. 

T.  A.  Barton  of  Rhode  Island:  Commander  and  brothers,  as  a 
son  of  a  veteran  and  a  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
as  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Committee  at  Philadelphia,  I  wish  to 
endorse  most  heartily  the  remarks  of  Comrade  Reed.  When  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  do  want  us  they  will  emphasize  that  fact,  and 
we  can  abide  their  action,  remembering  always,  that  patience  is 
rewarded. 

Wm.  E.  Bundy  of  Ohio:  Commander,  I  should  like  to  ask  if  these 
brothers  who  have  been  present  in  the  house  are  aware  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Chicago,  and  whether 
they  are  likewise  aware  of  the  action  taken  by  this  Encampment  upon 
their  invitation.  That  such  a  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  is 
appointed.  This  is  merely  to  refer  a  communication  to  that  committee. 
I  believe  we  can  trust  in  the  judgment  of  that  committee. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  question  is  simply  of  referring 
this  resolution  to  our  committee. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  would  just  like 
■one  moment.  I  have  not  occupied  much  of  your  time  ;  I  want  to  state 
my  position.  I  only  want  to  state  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  I  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
last  year  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  know  something  as  to  their  sentiments. 
Go  to  them  individually  and  they  will  tell  you.  They  have  for  the 
first  time  to  invite  us.    Last  year  when  we  paraded  in  Philadelphia  it 
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required  the  hardest  kind  of  pleading  on  the  part  of  our  friends  (and 
there  are  gentlemen  here  who  can  bear  testimony  that  I  am  telling  vou 
the  truth)  to  have  one  regiment  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  permitted  to 
parade  in  that  line.  We  had  guarded  their  Camp  for  one  week  at  our 
own  expense,  and  yet  it  took  the  hardest  kind  of  pleading,  after  hiring 
our  band,  appearing  on  the  street,  and  reporting  for  duty;  we  had  to 
coax  and  plead  to  be  permitted  to  parade  in  that  line.  There  are 
officers  of  my  regiment  here  today  who  can  testify  to  that,  and  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  receive  permission  to  parade.  I  am  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  and  I  have  visited  a  few  of  their  Encampments,  and 
I  know  the  sentiment.  This  matter  of  recognition  from  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  was  brought  up  in  Wheeling,  W.Va.,  Des 
Moines,  la.,  and  has  been  for  year  after  year;  whenever  they  get 
ready  they  will  send  us  an  invitation.  Let  us  wait  until  we  receive 
an  invitation. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  referring  this 
resolution  to  our  Fraternal  Committee.  Is  there  any  objection?  The 
Chair  hears  none.    It  is  so  referred. 

Chairman  Jackson :  The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Division  :  - — 

RELATIVE  TO  INSPECTION. 

"That  the  first  five  questions  should  be  consolidated  into  two  questions, 
one  covering  the  entire  set  of  officers  in  their  opening  and  closing  cere- 
monies, as  well  as  the  order  of  business,  and  the  other  covering  the  officers  in 
the  ritualistic  work  during  muster  of  recruits 

It  is  also  recommended  that  where  a  Camp  has  regularly  organized  a 
degree  team  for  the  exemplification  of  the  muster,  that  the  rating  on  the  second 
proposed  changed  question  be  made  on  the  manner  of  the  work  of  the  degree 
team,  and  in  case  of  no  change  of  the  questions  that  such  a  degree  team  con- 
ferring the  muster  ceremony  be  rated  in  the  questions  affecting  such  ritualistic 
work;  and  request  the  abolishment  of  the  required  forty  per  cent  attendance, 
or  reduce  the  percentage  to  Camps  over  one  hundred  in  membership." 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  not  having  time  to  properly  investi- 
gate these  recommendations  and  intelligently  report  them,  recommend 
that  these  questions  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three,  to  be 
reported  upon  at  the  next  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Is  the  report  agreed  to?  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection.    It  is  so  ordered. 

Chairman  Jackson  :  — 

CONCERNING  TIIE   WOMAN'S  RELIEF  CORPS. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  pleased  to  note  the  lively  interest  this  noble  band 
of  loyal  women  is  now  taking  in  our  welfare.  We  have  received  many  marks  of 
courtesy  from  them  during  the  past  year,  aud  they  also  have  taken  a  lively  and 
practical  interest  in  encouraging  us  in  the  establishment  of  our  College  and  the 
organization  of  Camps. 

Adopted. 

CONCERNING  THE   LADIES'   AID  SOCIETY. 

Whereas,  our  auxiliary,  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  has  been  as  devoted  to 
our  interests  during  the  past  jyear  as  a  loving  sister;  the  Camps  appealing  to 
the  Aids  for  assistance  have  not  appealed  in  vain,  and  the  idea  of  our  Military 
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College  has  aroused  quite  as  much  enthusiasm  with  our  girls  as  it  has  with  our 
members ; 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  these  earnest  sisters  of  ours  in  every  way 
we  can,  believing  they  will  ever  respond  to  the  calls  we  may  make  upon  them 
in  furthering  our  work. 

Adopted. 

Chairman  Jackson  :  — 

OUR  OFFICIAL  ORGAN. 

Whereas,  The  Banner  has  been  subscribed  for  by  several  Divisions  for 
the  benefit  of  their  members,  and  the  results  apparently  have  justified  the 
expenditure,  for  renewed  life  and  gain  in  membership  is  noted  in  every  Divi- 
sion which  has  adopted  this  plan  of  awakening  an  interest  among  the  members ; 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  of  our  size  requires  the  benefits  of  a  newspaper 
devoted  to  its  interests  and  we  cordially  recommend  our  official  organ  to  the 
Order. 

Chairman  Jackson  :  We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  the  recommendation  agreed  to?  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection.    It  is  agreed  to. 
Chairman  Jackson  :  — 

PLEDGING  THE   GRAND   ARMY   OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  feelings  of  joy  and  pride  we  acknowledge  the 
consideration  shown  to  this  association  by  tne  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
for  its  cheerful  and  unanimous  endorsement  of  the  purpose  of  this  body  to  aid 
iu  the  building,  and  supporting  by  our  patriotic  influence,  a  National  Military 
College.  And,  in  this  acknowledgment  Ave  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  for 
the  constant  and  oft  repeated  evidences  shown  by  our  fathers  for  this  organi- 
zation. And,  realizing  fully  the  duties  and  obligations  resting  upon  us  as  their 
representatives  in  the  generation  to  which  we  belong,  we  renew  our  pledges  of 
loyalty  and  fidelity  to  our  country  and  its  heroic  defenders. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  duly  authenticated  and  for- 
warded to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:     Is  the  resolution  agreed  to?  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection.     It  is  agreed  to. 
Chairman  Jackson  :  — 

HOSPITALITY   OF  SYRACUSE. 

Resolved,  That  to  the  two  local  Camps,  the  citizens,  the  press,  and  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Syracuse,  Ave  return  our  appreciative  thauks  for  the  uni- 
form courtesy  and  cordial  hospitality  extended  during  our  very  pleasant  stay. 
The  recollections  of  this  gratifying  session  Avill  always  be  augmented  by  the 
memory  of  its  patriotic  and  hospitable  people. 

The  Comniander-in  Chief:  Is  the  resolution  agreed  to?  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection.    It  is  agreed  to. 

Chairman.  Jackson:  I  will  say  that  after  the  committee  had  fin- 
ished its  work  we  were  handed  two  other  resolutions,  which  we  will 
present  without  recommendation. 

Chairman  Jackson  read  resolution  as  follows:  — 

CONCERNING  R.  E.  MORTON  AND  J.  C.  SAAVYER. 

"  The  Division  of  New  Jersey  respectfully  requests  that  the  rank  of  a  Past 
Division  Commander  be  given  to  Brother  R.  E.  Morton  of  Ellsworth  Camp 
No  32,  of  Union  Hill,  N.J.,  he  being  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Post  System. 
Sons  of  Veterans,  and  who  was  the  one  brother  principally  instrumental  in 
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bringing  over  bis  Post  and  wiping  out  the  last  vestige  of  opposition  to  our 
Order  in  New  Jersey.  We  earnestly  ask  for  this  favor  as  Brother  Morton 
spent  considerable  time  and  was  indefatigable  in  bringing  about  this  much 
desired  result  ROBERT  J  VAN  HOUTEN, 

Gico.  W.  Pollitt,  Division  Commander." 

Q.-M.  and  Act.  Adjt 


Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey :  The  Division  of  New  Jersey 
presents  this  resolution,  and  I  now  move  its  adoption. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  an  explanation  is 
due  the  members  on  this  resolution. 

Many  of  the  brothers  who  are  older  in  the  Order  know  we  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  the  Post  System,  and  the  last  vestige 
of  the  Post  System  in  New  Jersey  was  a  Camp  at  Union  Hill  and 
another  at  Carlstadt.  It  was  about  fifteen  years  old  and  they  had 
about  one  thousand  dollars  in  their  treasury,  and  they  labored  under 
the  delusion  that  if  they  came  in  we  would  get  the  money.  Through 
the  efforts  of  this  Brother  Morton  they  were  brought  in.  He  is  a 
brother  of  ours,  but  he  is  a  plain  ordinary  brother  and  has  no  rank  of 
any  sort.  He  was  elected  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Post  System  a 
little  over  a  year  ago,  and  about  eight  months  ago  he  began  operating 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  his  Post  over,  because  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  a  sensible  thing  to  do,  and  that  they  had  better 
be  a  Camp  than  a  Post.  That  Post  came  over  on  the  7th  of  July,  this 
year.  No  promises  were  made  to  Brother  Morton  that  were  binding 
upon  this  Encampment,  but  the  New  Jersey  Division  did  promise  that, 
as  he  had  served  faithfully  in  the  Post,  and  then  had  brought  his  Post 
over  as  a  Camp,  aud  it  was  an  agreeable  acquisition  to  the  Division 
of  New  Jersey,  that  in  consideration  of  all  these  facts  and.  the  loyal 
way  he  went  about  it,  the  Division  of  New  Jersey  would  ask  you  to 
give  him  the  rank  of  Past  Division  Commander. 

We  are  not  making  a  Past  Commander-in-Chief.  There  is  one 
other  Post  in  the  Division  of  New  Jersey,  and  that  will  be  over  in  about 
two  weeks,  and  then  there  will  be  none  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

George  Addington  of  New  York:  Commander,  there  is  no  brother 
in  the  Order  with  whom  I  would  prefer  to  agree  more  than  with  Brother 
Politt,  but  this  matter  of  giving  members  of  the  old  Post  System  past 
honors  has  come  up  a  number  of  times  in  our  meetings.  I  do  not 
remember  of  Mr.  Morton  being  a  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Post 
System.  I  have  a  petition  in  my  pocket  of  an  old  member  of  the  Post 
System,  having  been  mustered  into  a  Post  in  the  city  of  Albany,  which 
we  claim  is  the  first  institution  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  the  countiy, 
in  1878,  I  believe. 

Now,  I  desire  to  make  a  motion  with  reference  to  this  matter,  and 
my  reasons  are  these  :  We  have  a  petition  here  to  give  past  honors  to 
Joseph  C.  Sawyer,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  old  Post  System, 
who  is  here  in  this  Convention,  and  who  is  down  on  our  roster  as  a 
Past  Division  Commander  of  the  Division  of  New  York.  He  has  served 
as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Post  System,  as  did  also  Brother  Brown. 
Brother  Brown  succeeded  Brother  Sawyer  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
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the  Post  System,  and  he  was  the  last  Commander-iu-Chief .  Brother 
Brown  received  honors  from  one  of  the  Encampments  as  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  therefore  we  thought  we  might  present  this 
petition ;  and  because  Brother  Brown  succeeded  Brother  Sawyer  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Post  System,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
Commandery-in-Chief  would  give  Brother  Sawyer  past  honors.  Brother 
Sawyer  did  noble  work,  I  know,  as  Division  Commander  of  his  Division 
in  1888  and  1889.  Now,  Commander-in-Chief,  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  I  be  permitted  to  present  this  petition,  and  move,  if  that  is  con- 
curred in,  that  the  matter  of  the  New  Jersey  brother  and  this  matter  be 
referred  to  a  committee  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mandery-in-Chief. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

George  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey :  Commander,  I  would  like 
Brother  Addington  to  state  why  he  wants  this  to  go  over  twelve  months. 

George  Addington  of  New  York  :  Commander,  my  reason  is  this  : 
I  realize  the  fact  that  it  is  getting  pretty  late,  although  I  am  a  member 
of  the  old  Post  System.  It  is  getting  pretty  late  for  brothers  to  come 
into  the  meeting  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  and  ask  that  honors  be 
bestowed  upon  them  as  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  and  Past  Command- 
ers ;  I  realize  in  presenting  this  petition,  although  I  think  the  brother  is 
entitled  to  it,  for  I  do  not  see  how  anybody  can  think  otherwise  when 
he  has  the  fact  before  him  that  Brother  Sawyer's  successor  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Post  System  was  given  past  honors.  For  that 
reason,  and  trusting  it  will  be  the  last  time  that  any  brother  will  come 
here  and  ask  for  past  honors,  I  think,  brothers,  this  matter  should  be 
investigated  and  acted  upon  at  the  next  Commandery-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief :  Brother  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  moves  that 
past  honors  be  given  to  Robert  E.  Morton.  That  motion  is  super- 
seded by  the  motiou  of  Brother  Addington  of  New  York  that  this, 
with  the  application  he  has  made,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 
The  motion  to  refer  would  take  precedence  of  the  original  motion. 

George  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey:  I  would  like  to  speak  on  that. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  If  there  is  no  objection.  [Cries  of 
"Objection,"  "Objection."] 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Objection  is  made,  and  the  question  is 
upon  tbe  reference. 

George  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois:  I  ask  for  a  division.  There  is  one 
case  there  from  New  Jersey  and  another  case  of  New  York.  I  ask  for 
a  division  because  I  want  to  vote  one  way  on  one,  and  another  way  on 
the  other. 

The  Commander-iu-Chief :  The  question  will  first  recur  on  the 
motion  to  refer  the  application  of  Brother  Pollitt. 

Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  :  It  was  not  a  motion  to  refer. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brother  Addington  moves  a  reference 
mid  that  supersedes  your  motion.  If  he  had  not  included  your  candi- 
date, then  it  would  not,  but  he  moves  to  include  them  both. 

The  Chaplaiu-in-Chief  :  Commander,  can  this  brother  ring  in  this 
other  name  on  a  substitute  motion  of  this  kind?  If  that  was  iucluded 
in  the  original  motion  he  could  do  this  thing,  but  can  he  do  it  under  this? 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  :  There  is  more  question  of  whether  he  can 
bring  his  men  in.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  question  whether  he  can 
refer  Brother  Pollitt's  man  to  a  committee.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  reference,  and  a  division  is  asked  for,  and  therefore  the  first  motion 
will  be  to  refer  the  candidate  of  Brother  Pollitt  to  a  special  committee. 

W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin  :  Point  of  order,  Commander.  The 
question  as  to  whether  Brother  Addington  can  take  Brother  Pollitt's 
motion  and  add  it  to  his  and  make  one  motion  of  the  two. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  There  can  be  no  question  but  what  he 
cau  move  Brother  Pollitt's  motion  to  a  reference.  Did  you  not,  Brother 
Addington,  move  to  refer  the  candidate  of  Brother  Pollitt  to  the 
committee? 

George  Addington  of  NewYork  :  Commander,  I  did,  and  this  petition. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  question  is  on  the  reference  of  the 
request  made  by  Brother  Pollitt. 

The  Chair  put  the  motion  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  recurs  on  the  original 
motion. 

George  Addington  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  call  for  a  division. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Too  late. 

Frank  L.  Shepard  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  applicant  has  only  been  in  the  Order  six  months,  according  to 
the  statement  made,  this  matter  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  referred  to 
some  committee  in  order  to  make  examination  in  detail.  I  move  that  the 
motion  to  give  the  rank  of  Past  Division  Commander  to  the  applicant 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  question  is  upon  the  motion  of 
General  Shepard  to  lay  the  motion  of  Brother  Pollitt  upon  the  table. 
You  of  the  opinion  that  the  motion  prevail  will  exhibit  it  by  the  usual 
show  of  the  Order.  Hands  down.  Contrary  the  same  sign.  [Cries 
of  "  Division."] 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  A  division  is  called  for.  You  of  the 
opinion  that  the  motion  prevail  will  arise  ;  stand  until  counted.  The 
Adjutant-General  will  count.  There  is  no  use  to  count;  the  motion  is 
evidently  carried  and  agreed  to. 

C.  J.  Miller  of  Pennsylvania:  I  call  for  the  ayes  and  nays. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Does  the  brother  want  to  spend  the 
time  to  call  the  ayes  and  nays? 

C.  J.  Miller  of  Pennsylvania  :  I  came  here  to  vote  and  I  did  not 
have  a  chance  to  vote. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Adjutant-General,  call  the  roll. 

C  J.  Miller  of  Pennsylvania:  I  don't  want  a  roll  call.  I  simply 
want  an  opportunity  to  vote  "  no  "  on  this  question. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  member  asks  for  the  roll  call  and 
he  is  entitled  to  it  and  he  shall  have  it.  The  Adjutant-General  will 
proceed  with  the  roll  call.  The  brother  shall  have  his  just  dues  and  all 
that  belongs  to  him.  The  question  is  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table.  Those  who  are  in  favor  of  laying  it  upon  the  table  will,  as  their 
names  are  called,  say  "  aye"  ;  contrary,  "  no." 
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The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  and  announced  the  result: 
ayes,  one  hundred  twenty-four ;  noes,  thirty-one.  The  vote  by  Divisions 
was  as  follows  :  — 


1  lib. 

IN  U. 

Alabama  and  Tennessee 

o 

£J 

California   .       .       .       .       .  .. 

1 

Connecticut  ..... 

n 
O 

Illinois  ... 

1 1 

1 
1 

Indiana      .      .       .  • 

1  C\ 

lu 

Iowa  ....... 

A 
■i 

c 
o 

Kansas       .      ■       •       •  • 

1 
1 

Maine  .   

Maryland  

6 

Massachusetts    .       .  • 

12 

Michigan  

4 

Minnesota  

2 

1 

Nebraska  ...... 

5 

1 

New  Hampshire  

3. 

New  Jersey        .       -  . 

5 

New  York  ..... 

18 

2 

Ohio  

9 

Pennsylvania  ..... 

27 

1 

Rhode  Island  

7 

South  Dakota  

4 

Vermont  

1 

Wisconsin  .  .... 

4 

124  31 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  motion  is  agreed  to. 
Chairman  Jackson  read  the  following  resolution  :  — 


CONCERNING  FREMONT  TIETZE. 

"The  New  Jersey  Division  in  encampment  at  Peterson,  Feb  14-15,  1900, 
voted  unanimously  to  request  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  restore  to  Brother 
Fremont  Tietze  of  Camp  45,  New  Jersey  Division,  the  rank  of  a  Past  Captain. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L  , 
Attest:  ROBERT  J.  VAN  HOUTEN, 

Geo.  W.  Pollitt,  Division  Commander  " 

Quartermaster  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

George  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  I  move  the  resolu- 
tion be  received  and  adopted. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

George  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  :  This  brother,  by  a  decision  of 
a  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  Order,  was  put  outside  the  breastworks. 
Afterwards,  by  a  reversal  of  that  decision,  he  was  brought  inside  again  ; 
but  in  the  operation  of  getting  out  and  getting  back  he  lost  his  rank  of 
Past  Captain.  He  is  now  in  the  Order  doing  any  kind  of  work,  and  he 
would  like  to  have  his  iron  cross  back  again. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Is  there  any  objection?  The  Chair 
hears  none  and  his  rank  is  restored. 

S.  W.  Macurdy  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  desire  to  present 
a  petition. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  What  is  your  motion? 
S.  W.  Macurdy  of  Pennsylvania :  That  a  member  of  Anna  Ross 
Camp  be  made  a  life  member. 


WAR  SEE  VICE  C R  OSS. 
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The  Cummaucler-in-Chief :  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  the  motion 
is  out  of  order. 

CONCERNING  BESTOWAL  OF  SERVICE  BADGE. 

W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  desire  to  present  a 
motion.  I  move  tbat  all  legislation  relating  to  the  bestowal  of  a  Service 
Badge  upon  members  of  our  Order  in  the  United  States  army  and 
navy  during  the  Spanish  War,  be  extended  so  as  to  include  present 
and  future  members  of  our  Order  serving  in  the  Philippines. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  motion  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Frank  L.  Shepard  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  that  we  now 
proceed  to  select  a  place  of  meeting  for  our  next  Annual  Encampment. 
The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  motion  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Joseph  B.  Maccabe  of  Massachusetts  :  Commander,  I  move  that 
nominating  speeches  be  limited  to  two  and  one-half  minutes. 

Commander-in-Chief :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection  and  it  is 
agreed. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  Divisions  for 
the  purpose  of  nominating  a  place  for  next  Annual  Encampment. 

When  the  Division  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee  was  called  : 
L.  W.  Friedman  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee  :  Commander,  Ala- 
bama and  Tennessee  gives  way  to  Rhode  Island. 

PROVIDENCE  NOMINATED  FOR  PLACE  OF  NEXT  ANNUAL 

MEETING. 

Frank  J.  Clinton  of  Rhode  Island:  Commander,  the  time  allotted 
is  quite  sufficient  for  what  1  have  to  offer  for  Rhode  Island.  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  Brothers,  I  realize  now  more  fully  than  before 
the  error  of  Rhode  Island's  delegation  in  selecting  me  to  present  this 
matter  to  the  Encampment.  They  have  in  their  membership  in  this 
hall  today  brothers  who  would  not  have  had  to  appear  on  the  plat- 
form to  have  been  heard,  but  could  have  been  heard  from  the  floor. 

The  subject  which  they  wish  me  to  present  to  you  is  one  which  is 
very  dear  to  their  hearts.  It  is  a  matter  of  inviting  you,  representa- 
tives of  the  different  Divisions  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  to  meet  with 
us  in  Annual  Encampment  next  year  in  the  cit}7  of  Providence 
[Applause],  a  spot  on  the  map  which  I  have  seen  at  one  particular 
headquarters  at  the  Yates  House,  which  would  be  very  difficult  to 
describe.  In  fact,  they  have  made  Rhode  Island  so  very  small  on  that 
map  that  they  have  found  it  necessary  to  put  the  last  letter  of  the 
iuitial  of  the  State  on  the  broad  Atlantic.  But,  if  the  State  is  small, 
we  are  very  enthusiastic  in  the  project  of  inviting  you  to  visit  us 
next  3'ear. 

We  have  not  only  one  "bright  spot"  in  Rhode  Island,  but  we 
have  countless  hundreds  of  bright  spots.    If  we  could  put  together  all 
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those  "bright  spots"  which  I  have  seen  distributed  through  the  city 
this  week,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  make  an  armor  for  every  member 
of  this  delegation  here  today. 

We  ask  you  to  meet  among  a  producing  class,  in  a  community 
where  the  wheels  of  industry  are  never  stopped,  in  a  community  which 
is  brim  full  of  patriotism. 

Brothers,  perhaps  I  should  not  proceed  further,  for  I  believe,  like 
our  respected  Commander,  in  sticking  to  law  and  when  time  is  called 
to  insist  upon  it ;  but  there  are  one  or  two  matters  that  I  feel  I  am  in 
duty  bound  to  present. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  ask  unanimous  consent.  [Cries  of 
"  consent."] 

Frank  J.  Clinton  continuing  .  If  the  members  of  this  Encampment 
realized  the  conservativeness  of  the  municipal  government  of  the  city 
of  Providence,  they  would  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  action  that 
was  taken  in  the  city  government  last  Monday  evening,  and  with  your 
permission  I  will  read  the  action,  which  I  may  say  is  the  first  time,  as 
far  as  I  have  been  given  to  understand,  that  such  action  has  been 
taken  by  the  municipal  government  of  the  city  of  Providence,  and  we 
find  in  the  Providence  Journal,  which  has  just  been  received,  the 
following :  — 

"  A  resolution  extending  an  invitation  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  to  hold  the 
next  Annual  Encampment  in  the  city  of  Providence,  which  was  unanimously 
passed. " 

I  also  have  here  a  telegram,  one  among  many,  which  is  from 
prominent  citizens  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

And  in  conclusion,  do  not  think  that  it  is  the  city  of  Providence 
that  invites  you  to  meet  with  them,  alone ;  the  Division  of  Rhode 
Island,  by  action  at  their  annual  Encampment,  invites  you.  I  do  not 
ask  alone  in  the  name  of  Rhode  Island,  I  ask  in  the  name  of  all  New 
England;  I  ask  in  the  name  of  my  native  State,  New  Hampshire,  and 
the  State  which  I  have  lived  in,  Massachusetts  ;  I  ask  in  the  name  of 
all  New  England.  Come  home  to  the  place  where  your  fathers  first 
saw  the  light.  You  from  the  west,  you  from  the  south,  who  have 
located  in  these  distant  places  by  virtue  of  your  fathers  moving  there 
after  the  war,  come  home  and  see  the  beautiful  homes  of  your  fore- 
fathers; come  and  see  the  homes  of  your  mothers.  I  want  you  all  to 
come.    I  thank  you  for  your  attention. 

The  Adjutant-General  continued  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

When  the  Division  of  California  was  called  : 

Wm.  L.  Barnum  of  California:  Commander,  California  gives  way 
to  Illinois. 

William  E.  Hull  of  Illinois:  Illinois  rises  as  one  of  the  western 
States  to  second  the  nomination  of  Rhode  Island  for  the  next  Encamp- 
ment. We  appreciate  that  the  east  should  have  this  Encampment,  and 
we  as  a  western  State  are  willing  to  come.  [Applause.] 

When  the  Division  of  Connecticut  was  called  : 
Lewis  S.   Chapman  of   Connecticut:    Commander,  Connecticut 
wishes  to  second  the  invitation  of  Rhode  Island. 


PLACE  OF  MEETING  SELECTED. 


151 


Indiana  seconds  the  nomination  of  Providence. 
Iowa  seconds  the  nomination  of  Providence. 
When  the  Division  of  Massachusetts  was  called  : 
Fred  E.  Warner  of  Massachusetts :  Commander,  Massachusetts 
heartily  seconds  the  nomination  of  Providence. 

When  the  Division  of  New  York  was  called  : 

Chas.  H.  E.  Moran  of  New  York:  Commander,  New  York  seconds 
the  nomination  of  "  Little  Rhody  "  for  the  next  Encampment. 

When  the  Division  of  Ohio  was  called : 

F.  W.  Hendrix  of  Ohio:  Commander,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  for  that  State  and  for  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  in  addition,  as  the  National  Encampment  has  never  been 
held  in  New  England,  Ohio  very  gladly  seconds  the  nomination  of 
Rhode  Island. 

When  the  Division  of  Pennsylvania  was  called  : 
S.  W.  Macurdy  of  Pennsylvania :  Commander,  Pennsylvania  goes 
east  with  Rhode  Island. 

When  the  Division  of  Wisconsin  was  called  : 

W.  J.  Patton  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  Wisconsin  looks  upon 
this  as  a  Providential  affair  —  Providence  1901  and  Milwaukee  1902. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  it  by  unanimous  consent  that  we 
go  to  "  Little  Rhody  "  next  year?    [Cries  of  "  yes,"  "  yes."] 

The  Commander  in  Chief  :  So  let  it  be.  [Applause.] 

Frank  L.  Shepard  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  next  Encampment  be  left  to  the  judgment 
of  the  incoming  Council-in-Chief  and  incoming  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Is  it  agreed  ?  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  BY  LOCAL  COMMITTEE. 

A.  G.  Courtney  of  New  York,  member  of  Local  Committee  : 
Commander,  I  think,  in  deference  to  the  large  amount  of  work  that 
has  been  done  by  the  Home  Entertainment  Committee,  some  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  program  that  has  been  arranged.  Now,  we 
have  considerable  work  for  the  Encampment  to  do  and  it  cannot  be 
concluded  this  afternoon.  Therefore,  with  the  supposition  that  there 
will  be  unfinished  business  for  tomorrow,  we  ask  that  deference  be  made 
for  the  entertainment  that  has  been  provided  for  this  evening.  The 
trolley  cars  will  start  at  7.30  sharp  for  the  trolley  ride. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  There  will  be  no  further  business  this 
afternoon  after  we  have  elected  officers. 

A.  G.  Courtney  of  New  York  :  I  want  to  say  that  tickets  will  be 
furnished  to  those  who  appear  between  seven  and  half  past  seven 
o'clock  this  evening  at  the  Empire  House.  The  ticket  is  a  coupon 
arrangement,  which  permits  transportation  to  and  from  Lakeside  Park 
and  also  an  admission  to  the  theatre. 
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NOMINATION  AND  ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS 

E.  H.  Archer  of  Ohio  :  Commander,  I  move  that  we  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  officers. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  question,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

J.  D.  Rowan  of  Iowa:  Commander,  I  move  that  nominating 
speeches  be  limited  to  three  minutes  and  seconding  speeches  be  limited 
to  one  minute. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Is  it  agreed  to?  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection,  and  it  is  agreed  to.  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll 
for  nominations  for  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant-General  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

When  the  Division  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee  was  called  : 

L.  W.  Friedman  of  Alabama :  Commander,  the  Division  of 
Alabama  and  Tennessee  gives  way  to  Pennsylvania. 

J.  L.  Rake  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  gentlemen  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Annual  Encampment:  I  will  not  iconsume  the  limit  of  time 
given  me  by  Brother  Rowan's  motion,  and  I  think  it  entirely  unneces- 
sary more  than  to  say  that  I  propose  to  present  the  name  of  a  son  of  a 
veteran  who  was  mustered  in  1881,  and  who  has  continued  his  mem- 
bership since  that  day.  The  second  Commander  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Division,  rather  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Division  at  that  time, 
receiving  the  effects  of  the  Division  in  a  small  box,  and  perceiving  that 
the  Division  existed  without  an  organization,  he,  with  the  able  assist- 
ants he  had  at  that  time,  has  the  proud  distinction  of  having  inaugurated 
a  successful  Division  out  of  the  first  Division  doing  business  in  this 
Order.  At  home  he  is  known  as  a  successful  business  man,  as  a  man 
whose  word  is  equal  to  his  bond ;  as  a  man  who  will  make,  during  the 
coming  year,  an  administration  of  which  neither  he  nor  you  need  feel 
ashamed.  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  name  of  Edgar  W.  Alex- 
ander of  Pennsylvania.  [Applause.] 

EDGAR  W.  ALEXANDER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  ELECTED 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Newton  J.  McGuire  of  Indiana:  Commander,  with  your  permis- 
sion, and  the  permission  of  the  brothers,  I  desire  to  be  heard. 

At  the  last  Encampment  of  the  Division  of  Indiana  we  desired  to 
have  a  candidate  for  Commander-in-Chief.  I  was  selected  to  make  the 
race.  We  came  here  with  a  large  delegation,  and  we  have  canvassed 
the  situation  and  are  thoroughly  convinced,  from  the  opinions  of  the 
brothers  expressed  here  at  this  Encampment,  that  this  is  not  the  year 
for  Indiana. 

We  assure  you  that  we  appreciate  the  friendliness  and  courtesy  of 
every  brother  of  this  Encampment  who  has  listened  to  our  claims  upon 
this  office,  and  we  thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  your  support  and  dis- 
position to  do  what  you  believed  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  this 
Order,  and  bowing  to  the  will  of  the  majority  of  this  Encampment, 
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Indiana  pledges  yon  that  she  will  be  the  first  to  take  up  the  work,  and 
I,  for  one,  shall  be  the  first  to  wish  the  administration  of  Brother 
Alexander  of  Pennsylvania  a  successful  one.  [Great  applause  and 
cheers.] 

I  therefore  rise  to  move  that  the  call  of  the  roll  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  cast  the  entire 
vote  of  this  Encampment  for  Edgar  W.  Alexander  of  Pennsylvania. 
[Applause.] 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  on  the  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to 
unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General :  In  accordance  with  the  action  just  taken, 
I  cast  the  vote  as  follows  :  For  Commander-in-Chief,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.S.A.,  for  Edgar  W.  Alexander,  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes 
—  the  entire  vote  of  this  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Brother  Edgar  W.  Alexander,  having 
received  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  Encampment,  is  declared  elected 
Commander-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year.  [Cries  of  "Alexander," 
"  Alexander."] 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Brother  Alexander  is  called  for.  Come 
to  the  platform. 

Members  of  the  Nineteenth  Encampment,  it  affords  me  the  greatest 
of  pleasure  to  present  to  you  your  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing 
year,  Brother  Alexander  of  Pennsylvania. 

ADDRESS  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  ELECT  ALEXANDER. 

Commauder-in-Chief  elect  Alexander:  Commander,  and  Officers 
and  Members  of  this  Encampment :  I  do  not  intend  to  delay  you  by 
any  very  extended  remarks  at  this  time,  but  I  do  want  to  say,  that  I 
most  keenly  appreciate  the  magnanimous  action  of  this  Encampment, 
and  I  trust,  as  I  assume  it,  I  keenly  feel  the  responsibility  connected 
therewith.  And  to  you  Commander,  and  the  past  officers,  as  well  as 
your  Staff,  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  the  work  that  you  have  been 
unable  to  finish  during  your  term,  and  which  has  been  carried  over, 
shall  be  faithfully  cared  for  by  the  incoming  administration.  With 
the  able  assistance  of  the  officers  selected,  as  well  as  Staff  that  I  may 
select,  I  hope  to  give  you  an  administration  during  the  coming  year 
that  will  reflect  credit,  not  only  upon  your  officers,  but  the  organization 
at  large. 

]  have  come  to  a  position  in  life  where  my  business  will  not 
require  that  attention  that  it  has  in  years  gone  by,  and  I  shall  be  able 
to  give  plenty  of  time  and  attention  to  the  office  to  which  you  have 
elected  me.  [Applause.]  I  shall  endeavor  to  incorporate  the  same 
keen  business  ideas,  that  have  characterized  the  organization  for  some 
years  past.  I  do  not  know  as  I  have  anything  further  to  say  to  you, 
any  more  than  to  again  thank  you  for  the  honor  conferred.  [Applause.] 

S.  W.  Macurdy  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  desire  to  present 
to  our  new  Commander-in-Chief  the  first  application  for  a  Camp  at 
Newcomb,  Pennsylvania. 
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PRESENTATION   OF    PORTRAIT  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  JONES. 

Wm  E.  Bandy  of  Ohio  :  I  believe  it  is  entirely  proper  and  accordiug 
to  precedent,  that  something  should  be  said  now  in  regard  to  the  retiring 
Commander-in-Chief.  His  successor-elect  has  been  presented  with  an 
application  for  a  charter,  which  we  "know  to  be  most  gratifying  to  him 
at  this  time,  fully  appreciating  as  we  do  his  intense  loyalty  to  the  organ- 
ization and  his  ardent  desire  to  encourage  its  growth  and  increase  its 
membership.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  present  General  Jones  with  any- 
thing, but  at  the  request  of  the  Ohio  Division,  which  he  has  honored 
and  which  delights  to  honor  him,  I  desire  to  offer  to  this  Encampment 
a  crayon  portrait,  to  be  placed  in  the  headquarters  of  the  Commandery 
and  which  will  show  the  firm,  but  kindly,  face  of  Ohio's  favorite  son,  for 
generations  to  come,  among  those  who  have  honorably  served  in  the 
chief  offices  of  our  Order.  So,  on  behalf  of  the  Buckeye  Division,  I 
have  the  honor  to  now  present  the  excellent  likeness  of  our  faithful,  able 
and  beloved  brother,  Asa  W.  Jones.  [The  portrait  was  here  exhibited 
amid  great  applause,  and  prolonged  cheering.] 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Abbott:  I  will  ask  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Darling  to  respond  in  behalf  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 

ACCEPTANCE  BY  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling:  Commander-in-Chief  and 
brothers  of  this  Encampment :  I  am  pleased  to  accept,  on  your  behalf, 
this  picture  of  our  present  beloved  Commander-in-Chief.  I  am  sure  I 
voice  the  entire  sentiment  and  feeling  of  this  Encampment  when  I  say 
that  we  have  had  no  Commander-in-Chief  who  has  inspired  us  more  with 
his  personality  and  strength  than  that  noble  man  who  now  sits  upon 
the  platform.  [Applause.]  Older  than  most  of  us,  he  has  been,  and 
still  is,  as  young  in  heart  as  the  youngest,  of  us.  He  has  filled  to  the 
full  the  high  office  to  which  we  elected  him  last  year,  and  I  want  to 
assure  him,  in  behalf  of  every  brother  of  the  Order,  that  he  retires  from 
this  office  with  the  good  will  of  each  and  every  one  of  us.  [Applause.] 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  will  not  attempt  to  take  time  to  make 
any  remarks,  but  I  will  proceed  with  the  regular  order  of  business. 
The  next  thing  in  order  is  the  election  of  a  Senior  Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief.  By  unanimous  consent  we  could  avoid  calling  the  roll  of  Divi- 
sions and  allow  any  one  to  present  a  candidate  who  desires.  Is  there 
any  objection  to  not  calling  the  roll  of  Divisions  ?  [Cries  of  "  Agreed."] 
We  will  listen  to  the  nominations  for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York  :  I  arise  to  dischai-ge  a  duty  that  is 
a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  me.  I  desire  to  present  the  name  of 
a  brother,  who  has  long  been  an  energetic  and  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  is  a  Past  Commander  of  his  Division.  A 
man  of  large  business,  a  manufacturer,  so  situated  that  he  may  give 
great  attention  to  the  interest  of  our  organization.  It  is  my  pleasure 
to  present  for  your  consideration  for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief 
the  name  of  Albert  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska. 

Charles  C.  Stall  of  Nebraska:  Commander,  it  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  honor  bestowed  by  the  New  York  Division, 
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and  to  say  we  heartily  endorse  our  co-worker  in  the  Nebraska  Division, 
Brother  Rawitzer. 

A.  H.  RAWITZER  ELECTED    SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York:  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
Adjutant-General  be  directed  to  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  this 
Encampment  for  Albert  H.  Rawitzer  for  Senior  Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief.    The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  Chair  put  the  question  and  it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General :  I  cast  the  one  hundred  sixty-seven  votes 
of  the  Encampment  for  Albert  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brother  Albert  H.  Rawitzer  of 
Nebraska,  having  received  the  unanimous  vote,  is  hereby  declared  duly 
elected  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year.  [Cries 
of  "  Rawitzer."] 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  Brother 
Rawitzer,  your  incoming  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

REMARKS  OF  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  ELECT. 

Albert  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska  :  Commander-in-Chief  and  brothers 
of  this  Encampment,  I  am  too  bashful  to  make  a  speech.  I  am  from 
the  city  where  we  produce  nothing  but  bashful  men.  But  I  want  to 
assure  you  I  appreciate  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  selecting  me 
Senior  Vice-Commander  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  I  trust  at  the  end  of 
my  official  year  that  I  will  be  able  to  show  you  that  your  confidence  has 
not  been  misplaced.    I  thank  you.  [Applause.] 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  next  in  order  is  the  election  of  a 
Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

John  R.  Neeley  of  Illinois :  Commander  and  brothers,  as  Past 
Commander  of  the  Division  of  Maryland,  now  affiliated  with  the  Divi- 
sion of  Illinois,  I  desire  to  name  for  the  position  of  Junior  Vice-Com- 
mander one  who  has  served  in  the  Order  thirteen  years  and  has  given 
generously  of  his  time  and  means  ;  one  who  represents  a  Division  whose 
representatives  have  served  in  the  Commandery  in  the  greatest  capaci- 
ties with  credit  to  themselves  and  profit  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief . 
This  has  been  no  better  illustrated  than  in  the  service  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  of  the  present  administration  and  his  splendid  work 
in  that  office.  In  the  man  whose  name  I  will  now  mention  you  will 
find  one  who  has  performed  every  duty  faithfully  and  well,  and  it  i* 
with  great  pleasure  I  name  you  Charles  S.  Davis  of  Washington  City  of 
the  Division  of  Maryland.  [Applause.] 

CHARLES  S.  DAVIS  ELECTED  JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

Samuel  S.  Horn  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  I  move  that  the 
Adjutant-General  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  this  Encampment  in 
favor  of  Brother  Charles  S.  Davis  for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief . 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General  cast  the  one  hundred  sixty-seven  votes  for 
Charles  S.  Davis  of  Maryland. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  :  You  have  made  the  choice  of  Charles  S. 
Davis  of  Maryland  as  your  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  for  the 
ensuing  year.     ["  Cries  of  "  Davis,"  "  Davis."] 

ADDRESS  OF  JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  ELECT. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Brothers,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  present 
to  you  Brother  Charles  S.  Davis,  Junior  Vice-Commander- in-Chief  elect- 
Junior  Vice-Commander  Elect  Davis  :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
brothers,  I  assure  you  that  this  has  been  a  profound  surprise  to  me 
that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  assist  our  worthy  Commander-in-Chief 
elect  to  uphold  the  dignity  and  order  of  our  meetings  ;  that  I  should  be 
called  upon  to  be  at  the  back  or  at  the  left  hand  of  our  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  uphold  him  in  the  conduct  of  his  office  during  the  coming  year, 
has  been  a  most  profound  surprise  to  me,  whatever  it  has  been  to  you. 

I  appreciate  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  more  than  I 
can  tell.  The  more,  because  I  had  no  personal  hand  in  engineering  an 
election  for  myself.  It  comes  to  me  as  the  free-will  offering  of  my 
brothers  and  it  is  therefore  doubly  valuable  to  me. 

I  assure  you  that  during  the  coming  year  I  shall  endeavor  to  be 
worthy  of  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me,  and  I  will  do  all  in 
my  power  to  assist  my  superior  officer  and  shall  be  at  his  service  when- 
ever he  calls  upon  me ;  and  if  he  does  not  call  upon  me  sufficiently 
often  I  will  hunt  work  for  myself  to  do,  for  I  know  there  is  work  for 
every  man  to  do.  [Applause.]  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  my  full  clut}^ 
to  the  organization  and  to  my  country.  I  thank  you  again  for  this 
very  kindly  expression  of  }'our  good-will  towards  me  and  I  accept  it  on 
behalf  of  the  Maryland  Division.  The  Maryland  Division  appreciates 
the  honor  and  I,  for  them,  thank  you.  [Applause.] 

CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAMS  AND  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  Adjutant-General :  I  have  some  communications  which  I 
would  like  to  read  at  this  time. 

The  Adjutant-General  read  the  following  telegrams  and  com- 
munications :  — 

R  hading,  Pa  ,  Sept.  11,  1900. 
General  Geo.  G.  Meade  Camp  IG,  sends  greeting  and  trusts  Colonel  Alex- 
ander may  lie  selected  to  lead  the  Order  to  increased  success  during  the  coming 
year.  H.  F.  DIEFENDERFER, 

First  Sergeant. 


Pawtucket,  R.I  ,  Sept.  12,  1900. 
Greetings  and  best  -wishes  to  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  hoping  to  meet 
you  all  in  1901.  T.  M.  SWEETLAND. 

Kingston,  R.I.,  Sept.  12,  1900. 
Greetings  to  brothers.    Do  not  fail  to  bring  home  prize. 

W.  R.  CONGDON. 
(Both  addressed  to  Adjutant  Hammond  of  Rhode  Island  Division.) 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  next  in  order  is  the  election  of 
Council-in-Chief. 

ELECTION  OF  COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  for  Council-in-Chief :  — 
Dan  S.  Gardner  of  Ohio  placed  in  nomination  Don  C.  Cable  of 
Nelsonville,  0. 

George  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  placed  in  nomination  James  B. 
Adams  of  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

H.  E.  Cowdin  of  Michigan  placed  in  nomination  C.  J.  Post  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Are  there  any  further  names  to  be 
presented  ? 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois :  Commander,  I  move  that  the  nomi- 
nations be  closed  and  the  Adjutant-General  be  instructed  to  cast  the 
vote  of  this  Encampment  for  the  brothers  nominated. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

It  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Adjutant-General  cast  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  votes, 
the  entire  vote  of  the  Encampment,  for  Don  C.  Cable  of  Ohio,  James 
B.  Adams  of  New  Jersey  and  C.  J.  Post  of  Michigan,  for  members  of 
the  Council-in-Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  You  have  made  choice  of  the  three 
brothers  elected  and  they  will  be  the  Council-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

RECESS  UNTIL  THURSDAY  MORNING,  9  O'CLOCK. 

A.  H.  Rawitzer  of  Nebraska:  Commander,  I  move  we  now  take 
a  recess  until  10  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

The  motion  was  seconded.     (Cries  of  "  Make  it  9.") 

E.  C.  Parkinson  of  New  York :  I  move  to  amend  the  motion  and 
make  it  9  o'clock. 

The  amendment  was  seconded.    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chair  put  the  motion  as  amended  and  it  was  agreed  to  ;  and 
the  Commandery-in-Chief  took  recess  until  Thursday,  Sept.  13,  1900, 
at  9  o'clock  a.m. 


THURSDAY  — MORNING  SESSION. 

Sept.  13,  1900,  9  o'clock  a.m. 

The  Encampment  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Encampment  will  come  to  order. 

Brother  A.  B.  Spink  of  Rhode  Island,  Acting  Inspector-General, 
assisted  by  the  Surgeon-General,  made  the  rounds  and  reported  all 
present  entitled  to  remain. 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  I  would  like  the  consent  to 
read  a  letter  I  received  a  week  or  so  ago,  to  this  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 
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G.  B.  Abbott  read  letter  as  follows  :  — 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
W.  H.  RUSSELL. 

LaCrosse,  Kan.,  Aug.  27,  1900. 
Dear  General:  Sorry,  but  I  am  sore  afraid  I  cannot  go  to  Encampment. 
My  wife  is  sick —  has  been  in  poor  health  all  summer.  I  cannot  well  be  away, 
cither  so  far  or  so  long.  I  deeply  regret  it  and  beg  to  assure  you  it  is  all  that 
keeps  me  away.  I  hate,  too,  to  think  that  so  many  of  the  boys  will  say,  "  Oh, 
Russell  got  all  he  could  get  of  the  honors  and  so  don;t  care  to  come."  I  do 
care  more  than  I  can  say  on  paper.  It  is  always  — has  been  for  ten  years  — 
the  period  to  which  I  look  for  a  vacation  and  for  a  splendid  time  with  the 
very  many  good  comrades  and  friends  I  have  made  throughout  the  country.  I 
haven't  got  all  out  of  the  Order  I  cau  get.  I  get  a  renewal  of  patriotic  fire 
each  year,  and  as  I  grasp  the  hands  of  the  old  boys  I  feel  that  comradeship  is 
indeed  something  of  worth  to  me.  God  bless  you  all  and  may  your  Encamp- 
ment be  a  most  successful  one.  Give  my  most  cordial  regards  to  General  Jones 
and  all  the  boys  at  headquarters  and  the  Encampment.  Thanking  you  for  cour- 
tesies extended,  I  am  Yours  sincerely,-  W.  H.  RUSSELL. 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  I  want  to  say,  in  that  connection,  I 
believe  that  letter  is  sincerely  written,  and  I  ask  to  have  it  go  into  the 
record  for  Brother  Russell.  That  was  why  I  read  it.  [Cries  of 
'<  Agreed."] 

RITUAL  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  One  matter  I  forgot  yesterday.  I 
named  on  the  new  Committee  on  Ritual,  General  Rake,  and  I  propose 
to  name  in  connection  with  him  this  morning,  so  as  to  complete  that 
committee,  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  and  Brother  H.  H. 
Hammer.  They  will  be  right  together,  and  if  they  do  not  have  a  good 
degree  for  the  next  year  it  will  not  be  for  the  lack  of  a  good  committee. 
Is  there  anythiug  farther?  So  far  as  I  know,  there  is  nothing  now 
remaining  for  this  Encampment  but  the  installation  of  the  incoming 
officers.  Does  any  brother  know  of  anything  that  ought  to  be  attended 
to  before  we  proceed  to  that  ? 

Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander,  do  you  consider  that 
any  business  is  in  order,  excepting  the  installation  of  officers? 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  I  suppose  not,  unless  by  unanimous 
consent.     By  unanimous  consent  we  cau  suspend  the  Constitution. 

Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey:  I  waut  to  know  if  the  brothers 
have  confidence  enough  in  me  to  give  their  consent  first,  or  wait  until 
I  state  what  it  is.  Commander-in-Chief,  I  desire  to  move  that  a  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  the  application 
of  the  New  Jersey  Division  for  the  rank  of  Past  Division  Commander 
for  Brother  Robert  E.  Morton.  [Cries  of  "  Object."  "  That  was  laid 
on  the  table."] 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  I  think,  brother,  you  have  done  your 
whole  duty. 

Geo.  W.  Pollitt  of  New  Jersey:  That  matter  was  not  laid  on  the 
table.    The  reference  to  a  committee  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  If  we  lay  the  subject  matter  on  the 
table  I  don't  know  how  we  are  going  to  get  it  off  very  well.  I  think 
it  will  have  to  lie  there. 
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INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Installation  of  officers  will  now  be  in 
order.  General  Abbott,  will  you  take  the  gavel  and  proceed  with  the 
installation  of  officers. 

Installing  Officer  Abbott:  The  Adjutant-General  will  call  the  roll 
•of  officers-elect.  The  Inspector-General,  as  the  names  of  the  officers- 
elect  are  announced,  will  please  conduct  them  to  the  altar. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  obligated  and  installed  in  due 
form,  and  escorted  to  their  several  stations. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S  JEWEL. 

Installing  Officer  Abbott:  Commander-in-Chief  Jones,  on  behalf 
of  the  Commandery-in-Chief,  as  its  Installing  Officer,  before  completing 
the  installation  of  your  successor,  I  am  to  officially  relieve  you  from 
command.  This  is  a  touching  moment,  General.  You  and  I  are 
severing  our  relations,  which  have  been  pleasant  and  close,  for  a  year 
Not  one  member  of  this  Commandery-in-Chief  realizes  or  knows  the 
devotion  you  have  given  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  as  well  as 
I  do.  No  one  appreciates  the  kindness,  the  grand,  good,  deep  heart 
that  has  throbbed  for  every  brother  in  the  Order  for  this  year  past.  In 
connection  with  relieving  you  from  office  I  wish  to  express  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  in  a  tangible  form,  that  always  will 
bring  to  you  the  remembrance  of  your  service  as  its  servant ;  that  will 
bring  to  your  memory  this  grand  Encampment  which  we  have  held  in 
the  city  of  Syracuse,  this  very  successful  Encampment,  and  which  will 
be  to  your  memory  and  mind  an  object  emblematical  of  the  love, 
regard  and  esteem  with  which  you  are  universally  held  by  the  whole 
membership  of  the  Order  of  the  Sous  of  Veterans,  and  likewise,  as  one 
of  the  "Old  Guard,"  as  I  am  pleased,  in  my  simple  mind,  to  consider 
the  Past  Commanders-in-Chief,  and  in  welcoming  you  to  the  ranks  of 
the  Past'  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  noble  Order  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  I  present  you  this  insignia  of  your  service.  [Prolonged 
applause.] 

PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  JONES'  RESPONSE. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Jones:  My  dear  General  and  friends, 
my  heart  is  almost  too  full  for  utterance  this  morning.  One  year  ago 
at  the  Detroit  Encampment  you  generously,  kindly,  unanimously,  put 
upon  my  shoulders  the  armor  of  your  chief  officer  for  the  ensuing  year. 
I  know  it  was  undeserved.  That,  while  I  love  the  Order,  there  were 
others  that  were  more  entitled  to  its  honors  than  myself,  I  can  truly 
say  that  I  hesitated  when  you  so  generously  offered  it;  but  with  that 
hesitation  I  assumed  the  discharge  of  the  duties.  I  called  to  my  aid 
brothers  of  the  Order  to  assist  me,  and  they  have  been  kind,  efficient, 
active  and  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  position  in  which  they  were  placed. 
Iu  addition  to  that,  my  Adjutant- General  called  to  his  assistance  our 
friend,  General  Abbott,  and  during  the  3'ear  we  have  been  closely  asso- 
ciated. There  has  nothing  escaped  our,  at  least  his  attention,  that,  was 
connected  with  this  Order.    During  that  year  no  unkind  word,  no  unkind 
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thought,  has  been  spoken.  It  shall  be  a  year  green  in  my  recollection. 
There  have  been  times  in  the  last  year  Avhen  I  thought  it  a  duty  to  be 
decided,  and  to  take  a  tirm  stand  for  the  good  of  this  Order.  Perhaps 
at  times  I  have  ruffled  the  feelings  of  some.  If  so,  I  desire  now,  in 
the  closing  moment  of  my  administration,  to  say  that  there  is  not  a 
brother  of  this  Order  whom  I  do  not  love,  respect,  cherish  and  desire 
to  meet  often.  They  are  brothers  to  me  in  a  loyal  and  true  organization. 
[Applause.]  As  I  pass  by  1  want  to  thank  every  member  of  this  Order 
for  the  uniform  kindness,  courtesy  and  love  that  you  have  extended  to 
me  during  the  past  year.  There  has  not  been  a  time  that  I  have  not 
received  the  kind  co-operation  and  the  friendship,  so  far  as  I  know,  of 
every  member  of  this  Order,  high  and  low.  But  for  that,  my  adminis- 
tration could  not  have  been  tolerated.  And  now,  in  conclusion,  brothers, 
I  want  to  thank  you  for  these  friendly  relations  that  have  existed  during 
the  past  year ;  and  I  want  to  pray  that,  for  the  years  that  shall  roll  over 
our  heads,  they  may  continue,  and  that  I  may  meet  with  you  year  after 
year,  take  you  by  the  hand,  —  the  hand  of  friendship  and  enjoyment ;  — 
and  that  I  may  travel  along  with  you  in  this  same  line,  keeping  green 
the  memories  of  our  fathers  who  were  comrades  together.  [Applause.] 
This  beautiful  and  costly  emblem  which  you  have  so  generously  bestowed 
upon  me,  I  accept  not  as  a  reward  of  merit,  but  rather  as  evidence  of 
your  large-hearted  generosity  and  kindness  To  my  dying  day  I  shall 
treasure  and  preserve  it  as  a  pledge  of  your  kindness  and  esteem.  From 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you  ;  not  only  for  this,  but  for  the  many 
acts  of  kindness  and  words  of  cheer  which  you  have  lavished  upon  me 
during  the  past  year.  And  now,  as  the  final  act  of  my  administration, 
I  want  to  thank  you  for  putting  this  Order  in  the  hands  of  so  kind  and 
so  genial  a  brother;  one  so  able,  so  loyal,  so  willing,  so  devoted  to  the 
Order,  and  I  kuow  that  in  his  hands  it  will  be  safe  and  that  he  will 
carry  it  through  another  year,  and  at  its  close,  with  a  result  that  will 
probably  make  my  administration  of  the  last  year,  insignificant.  Brother 
Alexander,  I  pray  God  that  you  may  have  the  grandest  success  that  has 
ever  been  known  in  the  history  of  this  Order.  And  now  I  take  pleasure 
iu  putting  upon  your  breast  the  insignia  of  office  which  belongs  to  you. 
[Applause.]  I  know  you  will  wear  it  with  honor  to  the  Order,  and  in 
your  hands  I  commit  its  destiny  for  the  coming  year.  I  congratulate 
the  brethren  that  they  have  it  in  your  hands.  [Applause.] 
Commander-in-Chief  Alexander  assumed  command. 

CONCERNING  BADGE  PRESENTED  TO  GENERAL  REED. 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  111  inois  :  Commander,  I  would  like,  on  behalf  of 
the  retiving  Council-in-Chief ,  to  announce  that  in  compliance  with  the 
vote  of  the  Encampment  last  year,  a  badge  has  been  purchased  and 
was  presented  at  the  receut  Encampment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division 
to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Reed.  Commander-in-Chief  Jones  aud 
several  members  of  his  staff  were  present  on  the  occasion,  and  it  was  a 
delightful  one ;  and  I  wish  to  say  that  General  Reed  certaiuly  appreci- 
ated the  courtesy  of  the  action  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Encampment 
on  that  occasion. 


ST  A  FF  A  PPOINTMENTS. 
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REMARKS  OF  PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  REED. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander-in-Chief  and  brothers  : 
I  have  nothing  to  say  other  than  what  you  will  anticipate  m}'  saying, 
and  that  is,  of  course,  that  I  appreciate  the  badge  to  its  fullest  extent. 
While  I  am  a  member  of  other  orders,  there  are  none  of  them  I  have  as 
great  an  interest  in  as  this  Order.  I  believe  in  it  now  and  always  have 
believed  in  it,  and  I  have  the  greatest  hopes  of  its  future.  I  wear  this 
badge  with  the  greatest  pride,  and  I  expect  to  wear  it  as  one  of  the 
brightest  heritages.  I  am  always  glad  of  these  meetings  and  always 
glad  when  the  time  rolls  around  to  attend.  I  think  I  have  missed  in 
twenty  years  but  four  Encampments.  Those  were  ones  I  could  not  get 
to.  So  long  as  I  live  I  hope  always  to  be  present,  and  I  trust  that  the 
future  years  may  bring  to  us  just  as  good,  as  successful,  as  willing,  as 
earnest  and  enthusiastic  Commanders-in-Chief  as  have  blessed  us  in 
the  past.  [Applause.] 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  STAFF  BY  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Officers  and  members,  I  would  name  as 
a  portion  of  the  staff  for  the  ensuing  year,  Adjutant-General,  H.  H. 
Hammer  of  Pennsylvania.  [Applause.]  Judge  Advocate-General, 
Cyrus  H.  Little  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Chaplain-in-Chief ,  R.  S.  Thompson 
of  Indiana.  The  selections  for  the  position  of  Surgeon-General,  as  well 
as  that  of  Inspector-General,  will  be  announced  in  General  Orders.  Is 
there  any  further  business  before  this  Encampment? 

VOTE  OF  THANKS  TO  INSTALLING  OFFICER  ABBOTT. 

Frank  K.  Maples  of  New  York  :  Commander,  I  move,  sir,  that 
the  thanks  of  this  Encampment  be  extended  to  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Abbott  for  the  beautiful  and  impressive  manner  in  which  he  has 
installed  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  motion  was  seconded.    The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

CONCERNING  TABLET  FOR  JOHN  BYRNES. 

W.  B.  McNulty  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander,  at  our  Encamp- 
ment at  New  Castle,  we  passed  a  resolution,  upon  the  request  of  a 
Philadelphia  Camp,  that  the  Legislature  of  our  State  be  requested  to 
erect  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  an  old  gentleman,  John  Byrnes,  who 
took  up  a  musket  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  engagement  at 
Gettysburg.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Commanclery-in-Chief  if  they  will 
not  endorse  the  request  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  to  the  Legislature 
to  have  that  done.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  form  and  we  feel  that  the 
endorsement  of  this  body  might  have  a  little  more  weight,  and  we 
would  like  very  much,  if  there  is  no  objection,  to  have  permission  to 
use  the  endorsement  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief  to  that  request. 

F.  H.  B.  McDowell  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander,  I  move  the  peti- 
tion be  endorsed  as  requested  by  the  Pennsylvania  Division. 

The  motion  was  seconded.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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PRESENTATION  OF  SERVICE  BADGE  TO  PAST 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING. 

R.  M.  J.  Reed  of  Pennsylvania  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  would 
like  to  say  a  word,  if  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling  would  oblige 
us  by  coming  upon  the  platform. 

[Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling  escorted  to  platform.] 
Brothers,  year  before  last,  when  we  met  in  Omaha,  there  was  one 
absent  from  our  midst.  It  was  not  caused  by  his  inability  to  get  away 
from  Boston,  it  was  not  caused  by  indifference,  it  was  not  caused  by 
sickness ;  but  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  absent  at  that  meeting, 
much  to  the  regret  of  the  members.  But  at  the  same  time  there  was 
pleasure  to  us  in  the  knowledge  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
absent  in  the  defense  of  the  flag  of  our  country.  [Applause.]  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  a  Major  in  the  gallant 
Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment — a  regiment  that  holds  a  name  in 
American  history ;  every  boy  and  girl,  everybody  familiar  with 
American  history,  knows  all  about  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
We,  as  members  of  this  Order,  are  more  than  proud  of  the  fact  that 
our  Commander-in-Chief  held  the  rank  of  Major  in  that  regiment,  and 
while  Ave  were  deliberating  at  that  Convention,  that  our  Commander- 
in-Chief  was  down  in  Porto  Rico  fighting  the  battles  of  our  country 
and  adding  new  glory  to  our  flag.  We  determined  at  that  Encamp- 
ment that  a  badge  should  be  provided  for  those  of  our  members  who 
were  veterans  of  that  Avar.  Those  badges  have  been  prepared  and  are 
here  for  presentation.  And  in  behalf  of  the  Commaudery-in-Chief 
I  have  the  pleasure  and  distinguished  honor  of  presenting  to  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  Charles  K.  Darling  the  badge  numbered  one. 
[Applause.]  All  of  them  are  numbered  consecutiArely  from  one  up. 
This  is  number  one  badge  and  the  Commandery-iu-Chief  thought  it 
A*ery  appropriate  that  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling  should  have 
number  one.  I  have  been  selected,  and  feel  it  a  great  honor  and 
pleasure,  to  pin  upon  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling's  breast  this 
Dumber  one  war-service  medal.  [Applause.]  Brother  Darling,  I 
present  this  medal  in  behalf  of  the  Commandery.  I  wish  I  was  able  to 
talk,  but  I  cannot,  my  voice  is  broken;  but  "Our  Darling"  can  talk, 
he  is  able  to  talk.  I  will  not  introduce  him,  for  he  does  not  need  an 
introduction  to  Sons  of  Veterans  ;  they  know  him  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  and  from  Maine  to  Mexico.  [Applause.] 

PAST  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  DARLING'S  RESPONSE. 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Darling :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
brothers  of  this  Encampment:  The  pinning  of  this  badge  upon  my 
breast,  the  second  badge  that  I  have  received  from  this  Commandery, 
means  more  than  I  can  say  to  you.  It  means  that  Avhen  two  years  ago 
I  was  absent  from  your  Commandery  meeting  at  Omaha,  you  did  not 
blame  me  for  not  being  present.  I  waut  to  assure  you  that  every 
member  of  this  Order  who  served  in  the  Spanish-American  War  will 
wear  this  little  piece  of  bronze,  in  my  opinion,  with  more  pride  and 
with  more  pleasure  than  any  decoration  which  he  may  receive  from  any 
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other  source  on  earth,  because  it  means  that  those  of  us  who  through 
all  these  years  have  been  learning  the  lessons  of  patriotism  from  this 
Order,  which  is  nearest  and  dearest  to  our  hearts,  received  from  that 
Order  a  recognition  that  when  the  time  came,  that  we  put  ourselves  into 
the  service ;  and  I  speak  possibly  in  behalf  of  others  who,  like  myself, 
may  receive  this  decoration,  when  I  say  that  we  thank  you  from  the 
bottom  of  our  hearts  for  the  beautiful  sentiment  which  has  led  you  to 
adopt  it,  and  that  we  will  wear  it  with  pride  and  with  pleasure  as  long 
as  we  live.  [Applause.] 

SERVICE  BADGE  PRESENTED  TO 
SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF  SORTOR. 

G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  CommaDder,  while  we  had  a  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  the  service,  we  had  a  Senior  Vice-Commander,  or  a  brother 
who  became  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  likewise  in  his  country's 
service.  While  the  brother  has  escaped  through  our  fingers  in  his 
great  devotion  to  the  matter  which  occupied  our  attention  so  closety 
3'esterday,  and  is  not  here,  an  occasion  will  arise  and  there  will  be 
presented  medal  number  two  to  our  retiring  Senior  Vice-Commander, 
A.  L.  Sortor.  [Applause.] 

PRESENTATION  OF  SERVICE  BADGE  TO  A.  B.  SPINK. 

T.  A.  Barton  of  Rhode  Island:  Commander,  iu  the  name  of 
Rhode  Island  Division,  I  arise  to  ask  a  privilege  from  yon .  I  would 
like,  in  the  name  of  Rhode  Island  Division,  the  privilege  of  addressing 
xi  few  words  to  Past  Commander  Spink  of  that  Division.  [Applause.] 
[Commander  Spink  was  escorted  to  the  platform.] 
Colonel,  I  think  you  will  remember  that  Rhode  Island  was  well 
represented  in  the  Spanish- American  war  by  a  number  of  her  member- 
ship, one  company  composed  almost  wholly  of  Sons  of  Veterans.  We 
had  Past  Division  Commander  Abbott  commanding  the  First  Regiment 
Volunteers,  U.S. A,;  also  yourself  as  Lieutenant  of  a  company. 
Rhode  Island  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  one  of  these  war-service 
badges,  and,  sir,  in  the  name  of  your  brothers  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Division,  without  further  words,  because  words  are  not  necessary;  — 
you  are  too  well  known  to  each  individual  here  for  any  words  to  be 
spoken,  —  but  in  the  name  of  Rhode  Island  Division  here  present,  as 
well  as  those  absent,  I  have  the  proud  pleasure  of  asking  you,  sir,  to 
accept  badge  number  three.  [Applause.]  Commander-in-Chief  and 
gentlemen,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  and  in  the  name  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Division,  I  thank  3^011  for  your  courtesy  in  allowing  me  the 
privilege  of  presenting  this  badge. 

RESPONSE  OF  PAST  COMMANDER  A.  B.  SPINK. 

A.  B.  Spink  of  Rhode  Island:  Commander,  Colonel  Barton,  I 
desire  at  this  time,  through  you,  to  thank  my  associates,  whom  I  have 
associated  with  for  many  years  and  received  many  courtesies  from  ; 
and  I  assure  you,  I  can  only  repeat  the  words  of  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Darling  and  say,  I  thank  you,  one  and  all. 
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APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES. 


G.  B.  Abbott  of  Illinois  :  Commander,  if  there  is  nothing  else 
that  we  can  legally  clo,  I  wish  to  make  the  last  motion,  which  is  cus- 
tomary—  that  is,  that  the  minutes  of  the  Encampment  be  approved 
without  reading. 

The  motion  was  seconded.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  If  there  is  no  other  business  we  will 
proceed  to  close. 

The  Encampment  was  closed  in  due  form. 


The  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  record  and  report  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Commandery-in-Chief ,  Sons  of  • 
Veterans,  U.S.A.,  held  in  the  City  Hall,  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Sept.  11,  12  and  13r 
A.D.  1900,  as  reported  by  Will  C.  Schneider,  Official  Stenographer. 


Youngstown,  O.,  Oct.  8,  1900. 


Attest : 
W.  E.  Baldwin, 
Past  Adjutant- G< 


'eneral. 


A.  W.  JONES, 
Past  Commander -in- Chief. 


ROLL  CALLS. 
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RECORD  OR  ROLL  CALLS. 


Nineteenth  Annual  Encampment 

OF  THIS 

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF,  S.V.,  U.S  A. 


The  following  shows  those  members  of  the  Encampment  answering  roll 
calls. 

P,  present;  A,  accredited. 


COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF  OFFICERS 

Commander-in-Chief,  A.  W.  Jones  

Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief ,  A.  L  Sortor,  Jr  . 
Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief ,  Walter  L.  Raynes 

Adjutant-General,  W.  E.  Baldwin  

Quartermaster-General,  Fred  E.  Bolton  

Inspector-General.  Alfred  G.  Loyd  

Judge  Advocate-General,  F.  T.  F.  Johnson   

Surgeon-General,  C.  W.  Staples  

Chaplain-in -Chief ,  John  E.  Zeiter  

G.  B.  Abbott  

Council-iu-Chief ,  \  W.  J.  Patton   

George  Addington  

PAST  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

Charles  F.  Griffiu    

Bartow  S.  Weeks  

Joseph  B  Maccabe  

William  E.  Bundy  

James  Lewis  Rake  

Charles  K.  Darling...  

Frank  L.  Shepard   

R.  M.  J.  Reed  ■  

CONSTITUTIONAL  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Charles  A.  Bookwalter  

Isaac  Cutter  

E.  C.  Parkinson   

ALABAMA  AND  TENNESSEE. 

Past  Commander,  L.  W.  Friedman  

„  ,   ...  ,    n  ,      .         [John  Minnix  

Substitute  Delegates,    {  John  Deerflekl  

CALIFORNIA 

Delegate-at-Large,  Wm.  L.  Barnum  
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CONNECTICUT. 

Commander,  Lewis  S.  Chapman  

f  F.  S.  Valentiue  .  . . 
Past  Commanders,  -j  Geo  E.  Cox  

(  Leon  L.  Hall  

Delegate-at-Large,  H.  J.  Bissell  

Delegate,  Alleu  T.  Pratt  


ILLINOIS. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  W.  E  Hull  

f  Win.  G.  Dnstiu  

John  R.  Neeley  

Win.  T.  Church  

Will  C.  Schneider   

Substitute  Delegate-at-Large,  W.  L.  Eckvall.. 
Delegate,  K.  B.  Czarnecki  

Substitute  Delegates,    (  J:  F  Lon!Prke3/  ' : ' "  * 
n      1    [Sherman  W.  Naples. 


INDIANA. 

f  Geo.  C.  Harvey  

|  Newton  J  McGuire  

Past  Commanders,  -!  Frank  Martin  

I  R.  S.  Thompson  

L  H.  0.  P.  Kline  

Substitute  Delegate-at-Large,  R  J.  Bosworth. 

Delegate,  Geo.  W.  KrieteDstein  

Substitute  Delegate,  S.  C  Tipton  


IOWA. 

Commander,  Guy  R.  Carson  

James  D.  Roweu. 

L.  A.  Dilley  

H.  M.  Hansou  .  .  . 

E.  E.  Hawkes  

John  H  Pickett.  • 
Al.  T.  Wilson..  . . 
W.  W.  Bisby  .... 
Will  A.  Brown.  -- 
Delegate-at-Large,  Frank  T.  Jackson... 


Past  Commanders, 


Delegate,  i  James  E  Blythe 
-         \  Harry  J.  Green  . 


KANSAS. 


Delegate,  M.  R.  Weyemeth. 


MAINK. 

Commander,  E.  N.  Courson  

Past  Commander,  A.  M.  Sonic  


MARYLAND. 

Commander,  D  M.  Rittenhouse  

(  E.  R  Campbell   

Past  Commanders  J  Edw.  K.  DePuy  

(  Geo.  S.  Whitmore  

Delegate-at-Large,  Edgar  Allen,  Jr  

Delegate,  Charles  S.  Davis    jp 
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MICHIGAN. 

Commander,  F.  E.  Manger  

Past  Commanders  J  H  Earl  Cowdiu 
last  Commancieis,  j  Cregtou  j  Post. 

Delegate-at-Large,  A.  B.  Cofflnbnry  .. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Commander,  Fred  E.  Warner  

Past  Commanders,)  f^l  ?7?  ^  °D  i 

1  (  Leonard  C.  Conch  

Substitute  Delegate-at-Large,  J  Emery  Coulter. 

f  A.  E.  Leighton  

j  Thos  J.  Hanon  

Delegates,   -{  F.  C.  Noyes  

F  L.  Kirchgassner  

Geo.  W.  Braxton  


Substitute  Delegates,  I  T'  '  V 

6       '  \  Franklin  J.  Donohue 

MINNESOTA. 

Commander,  C.  M.  liawitzer  

Past  Commander,  A.  0.  Allen  

Delegate-at-Large,  E.  O  Merriman  

Delegate,  J.  P  Lyons  

NEBRASKA. 

Commander,  Chas.  C.  Stull  

{F.  A.  Agnevv  
A.  H.  Rawitzer  
J.  Howard  Heine   

Delegate-at-Large,  I.  E.  Young  

Delegate,  S.  M.  True  

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Commander,  Wm.  R  Blake  

Delegate-at-Large,  W.  PI  Price  

Delegate,  Arthur  L.  Orel  way  

NEW  JERSEY. 

Commander,  Robt.  J.  Van  Houten  

(  Geo  W  Pollitt  

Past  Commauders, -j  James  B.  Adams  

(  James  B  Matthews  .  . . 
Substitute  Delegate,  Wilbur  Van  Houten  .  .  . 


Past  Commanders, 


NEW  YORK. 

Commander,  Charles  H  E.  Moran   

M.  J.  Downing  . . 
Edw.  W.  Hatch.. 
W  H  Wyker.... 
J.C  Sawyer  .... 
Adolph  Hoeffling  . 

L  J  Macy  

A.  G.  Courtney  . . 
John  M.  Diven .  . 

E.  W.  Estes  

Ralph  Sheldon  .  . . 

Delegate-at-Large,  Jas.  W.  Walker  

f  John  V.  B  Clarkson  

Albert  Sievers  

Wm  D  Spear   

Frank  K.  Maples  

H  II.  Parker  

Wm.  C.  Halpin  

Alternate  Delegate,  Thos  F  Maxwell.. 


Delegates,  < 
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OHIO. 


Commander,  A.  W.  Hendrix  

f  F.  W.  Myers  -  . . . 
Dan  S.  Gardner 


Past  Commanders, 


Don  C.  Cable 


[  E.  H.  Archer 
Delegate,  J.  Edward  Orr  


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  S.  W.  McCurdy  

E.  W.  Alexander  

Wm.  H.  Smith. 

H.  H.  Hammer  

C  J.  Miller  

Wm  B.  McNulty  

Chas.  E.  Diefenderfer - 
James  W.  Tawney 

Wildun  Scott  ....  

A  S.  Moulthrop  

Sam'l  S  Horn  

Substitute  Delegate-at-Large,  William  1).  Orr 

Walter  R.  Ross  

W.  Gr.  Rolling  

W.  R.  Willhide  

F.  A.  McKelvey  

Delegates,   -{  L.  C.  Brown  

J.  W.  Tittle  

S  C  Steuber  

C  Day  Rudy  

W.  E.  Himes  

)E  A.  Snoop  

1  L.  H.  Stedge  

r  Ben  F.  Holleubach  .  . 

Substitute  Delegates,  <  F  II.  Hawkins  

(.  John  L.  Salem  


Alternate  Delegates, 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


Past  Commanders, 


Commander,  Frank  J  Clinton  

Theo  A.  Barton  

Arthur  B.  Spink  

Herbert  S.  Thompson 
I  Fred  E  Carpenter  .  . . 

Delegate-at-Lavsre.  H.  C  Dana   

Delegate,  II.  D  '  Gifl'ord  


SOUTH  DAKOTA 


I  K.  J.  Courtney 
Past  Commanders,  1  Z  C.  Green  .. 

(  W.  A.  Morris. 
Delegate,  H.  C.  Packard  


WISCONSIN. 


Commander,  J.  W.  T  Ames  

Delegate-at-Large,  Martin  Grassie 
Delegate,  F  II  B.  McDowell  
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